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A Few Interesting Statistics About 
FamilySearch



is free  

and has more than  

15 billion  

online records  

With millions more added every week 



People now in the 

 FamilySearch Family Tree 



Visits to FamilySearch.org  

in 2021 



Use these sites for free at any FamilySearch facility 

partners with: 



Libraries  

of this size in the world 

There are over 5,000 smaller  

Family History Centers  

in 140 countries 



Today

Backstories

Searching

Attaching

Preserving



Discovering and Presenting the Backstory in 
FamilySearch



Discovering and Presenting the Backstory in FamilySearch







Discovering and Presenting the Backstory in FamilySearch



TIP: PDF24.org  to Compress Files

http://PDF24.org
http://PDF24.org


Also, newspapers.com - Not 
free, but a good source of 

backstory material

Mostly Free-Smaller Papers

Discovering and Presenting the Backstory in FamilySearch

http://newspapers.com
http://newspapers.com




Searching in FamilySearch for Resources and Records







FamilySearch Research Wiki



FamilySearch Research Wiki



FamilySearch 

Research Wiki



FamilySearch 

Research Wiki





FamilySearch 

Research Wiki



FamilySearch Research Wiki







































My 3rd Great-Grand Aunt





Different Ways to View Your Tree to Find Ancestors 



Redacted



A bookmarklet that records 

a website as a source on 

FamilySearch or Ancestry,  

with virtually no effort 





Drag the button below  
up to your browser’s  

bookmark bar 



How to use 

RecordSeek

Find the record 
you wish to use as 

a source 



How to use 

RecordSeek

Decide which 
description you 

want in your source 
(Detail or Source) 



How to use 

RecordSeek

Highlight the 
information you 

wish to  
use in the source 

description 

(No need to copy/paste  
the information.  The 

highlighted portion is  
saved automatically) 

RecordSeek



How to use 

RecordSeek
RecordSeek

Highlight the 
information you 

wish to  
use in the source 

description 

(No need to copy/paste  
the information.  The 

highlighted portion is  
saved automatically) 

RecordSeek



How to use 

RecordSeek
RecordSeek

Highlight the 
information you 

wish to  
use in the source 

description 

(No need to copy/paste  
the information.  The 

highlighted portion is  
saved automatically) 

RecordSeek



How to use 

Click RecordSeek 
on your  

bookmark bar 

    RecordSeek



Click on 

FamilySearch 

How to use 



Can save to your 

Source Box now 
and attach later 

Check the 
information 

and make any 
necessary 

corrections  

(Notice the highlighted 

information is in the 
description) 

How to use 



How to use 

Search for the 
person you 

want to attach 
the source to  

or  
Paste in their FS 

personal ID # 

  (Easier if you copy # first!) 



How to use 

The names and relationships found in the record are consistent with the information found in FamilySearch.



How to use 



Preserving and Sharing Our Records



Digitization Equipment  
Available at the 

Oakland 

Library 



Kodak	Picture	Saver	PS80	Scanner	

•  Rapidly	scans	stacks	of	up	to	25	photos	

•  Photo-to-JPEG	converter	

•  Includes	flatbed	accessory	for	larger		

				photos	and	books	

•  Flush	scan	edge	allows	scanning	into		

				book	crease	and	avoids	crushing	binding	

Epson	Perfection	V600	Scanner	

• Great	for	books,	photos,	negatives	

• Documents	

• Will	do	four	slides	at	once	

Hovercam	Solo	8	

•  Scanner	for	odd-sized	documents	

• Great	for	pages	of	thick	books	and	photo	albums	



Plustek	OpticPro	A320	

•  Large	flatbed	scanner	

• Documents	up	to	12”	by	17”	

•  Books	

•  Photo	albums	

Lexmark	CX825	

• High-speed	scanner	and	printer	

• Up	to	55	pages	per	minute	

•  Read	or	write	from/to	thumb	drive	

HP	Scanjet	G4050	

•  For	slides,	negatives,	photos	

• Documents	

• No	books	

• Will	do	16	slides	at	once	



Wolverine	MovieMaker	Pro	(~$400	online)	

•  Converts	8	mm	and	Super-8	movies	to	.mp4	at	1080p	quality	(no	sound)	

•  Typical	3-min.	reel	takes	30	min.	to	convert	

•  Handles	reels	to	9-in.	diameter	

SlideSnap	X1	

•  Slide-to-JPEG	converter	

•  Uses	standard	80-	or	140-slide	Kodak	carousel	(bring	your	own	or	use	ours)	

•  Scans	at	3	sec.	per	slide	(about	10	times	faster	than	flatbed	scanner)	

•  Amazing	quality	

Kodak	Scanza	Digital	Film	Scanner	

•  Film-to-JPEG	converter	

•  Digitizes	a	variety	of	films	and	slides	including	35mm,	126,	110,	Super	8	and	8mm	

positives	and	negatives	

•  Handy	as	a	previewer—see	the	slides	and	films	on	the	large	computer	screen	

Diamond	VC500	(~$40	online)	

•  Video	digitizer	

•  Capture	from	VHS,	camcorders,	any	other	analog	source	

•  Video	editing	software	included	

•  One-hour	tape	takes	one	hour	to	convert	



ScanPro	3000		

• Microfilm/fiche	reader	and	digitizer	

• We	have	two	of	them	

•  Copy	the	images	to	a	thumb	drive	

Shotbox	

•  Shadowless		photography		

• Use	your	phone	or	camera	for	flat	or	3-D	objects	

• Objects	up	to	16”	by	16”	by	16”	

•  Save	to	device	of	your	choice	

Marantz	PMD-300CP		

•  Digitize	audio	cassette	tapes		
•  Convert	to	.mp3	files		
•  Store	on	thumb	drive	
•  One-hour	tape	takes	one	hour	to	convert	



Top 10 Tips in No Particular Order
• FamilySearch Research Wiki

• Life Sketches and Stories in Memories

• RecordSeek

• Wikipedia List of Online Newspaper Archieves

• PDF24.org

• FamilySearch Search by Collection

• FamilySearch Search by Genealogies

• Fan Charts

• All the Scanners Available at the Library

• Get a FamilySearch Account -Its Free, then Come Visit Us -Its Free Too

http://PDF24.org
http://PDF24.org

