
 Leslie Aileen Ross is a playwright and poet who supports her writing habit by working, as a technical 

writer, business analyst or instructional designer for the computer/telecommunications, financial, and  

insurance industries.  Although Ross graduated from Western Illinois University with an English degree (and 

minors in education, music, and philosophy), she didn't get into playwrighting until, after her BA, a friend 

dared  her to "write a play; and, while you're at it, make some challenging parts for women."  This was when 

Ross was working on her Master of Arts at University of Illinois (Chicago Circle), after being accepted into the 

Program for Writers.  After searching for playwrighting courses in English and/or Theater departments in the 

Chicago area (and not finding any), Ross has been fortunate enough to study playwrighting with real 

playwrights (through Victory Gardens, Women in Theater, A.E. Playworks, Chicago Dramatists, The 

Playwrights' Center, and by being a "groupie" of certain special playwrights).  Ross has taken playwrighting 

classes from Edward Albee, Steve Carter, and some Chicago playwrights.  She is especially indebted to Steve 

Carter, Kathleen Thompson, and Anne McGravie for their support over these past decades. 

 

 Ross' writing education has been mostly though non-academic circles.  She has grown through many 

experiences such as The Playwrights' Center, Chicago Dramatists,  Feminist Women Writer's Workshops , 

Feminist Writer's Guild-Chicago, Feminist Writer's of the Western Suburbs, and writing programs at Elgin 

Community College and College of DuPage. 

 

 Ross was a member of the Dramatists Guild and the Feminist Writers' Guild, and has been involved 

with The International Society of Dramatists, was the founder of the Feminist Writers' Guild of the Western 

Suburbs, was one of the co-founders  of Writer's Workshop, a member of the Illinois Theater Association, a 

playwright member of Chicago Dramatists Guild, the American Community Theatre Association, and Illinois 

Writers Inc.   

 

 "Survivors" was first produced  by The Playwrights' Center (in Sept./Oct. 1992).  "Survivors" was listed 

by "New City" as one of the top five plays of 1992 and was noted by L. Boomer as a "Critic's Choice" for "The 

Reader" (see attached articles).    "Survivors" was also a semi-finalist in the Siena College Playwrights' 

Competition and a finalist in The Ann White Theatre's New Playwrights' Competition.1992), and performed at 

College of DuPage (March 1993), and Cafe Voltaire (July/Aug. 1993).  Her first play, "A Little Bit of Both" was 

produced by The Canterbury Players and The Women's Theatre Project.  Many of Ross' plays have been done 

as workshop productions in  Chicago, LA, and New York.  

 

 



L.A. Ross is Carla Schanstra’s pen name. 














