
Designing a 
Conference Poster
Dr. Kerry Flint



Primary Objective

Encourage the sharing of great ideas, successful projects.

Encourage conference posters for the APIC NM Conference in 
April 2023.
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Posters: the what & the why

• Large format 1-page summary of a project

• Provides a way to communicate the problem, the methods, and 

outcomes of  project
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Who is your audience?

• Topic should be 
relevant to the 
intended audience

• Audience often 
determined by the 
type of conference 
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Call for Posters

Each conference will have its own process.

Often you will see a call for posters with a submission date

Review different categories

Submit an abstract

Once accepted/ start building your poster
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Submitting an Abstract

Stand alone summary of the project/research

Often published in journal supplement or on conference 
websites

Often has a specific template and word limit (e.g. 350 words)

Do not include images or graphics – save those for your poster

Key components:

Background

Methods

Results

Conclusion
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Example
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APIC Tools
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https://apic.org/Resource_/TinyMceFil

eManager/Periodical_images/PS_Su

mmer_2017_Abstract_submission.pdf



Building the Poster
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Format

Check the conference requirements

May include specific 

• Templates

• Sections

• Size

• Orientation
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Format Tips

Be concise

Limit text  800-1000 words

Presentation

Font size & spacing

Reader flow

White space

Graphics – graphs charts, images
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https://writing.wisc.edu/handbook/assignments/posterpresentations/



Key Sections
Title

Introduction

Method

Results

Discussion



The Title

Get Creative

Select an interesting title

Make it Catchy

Include the names of key people 
involved in the project
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The Introduction

Also called the background 
section

Describes the problem or the 
gap that formed the basis for 
your project.

This might also be the 
research question
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The Method

The method is the how-to section.

Describes the project/research

• the study design (PI Project-
PDSA, Retrospective)

• Participants/population (ICU,
out-patients, clinical staff)

• How data was collected (audits, 
surveys)

• Statistical methods 
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The Results

Brief description of findings

Use graphs and charts to describe
results

Be sure the results reflect the 
problem or research question 
identified in the introduction 
section.
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The Discussion

May be the conclusion- a 
summary of the key take aways

Might include 

• Successes/ lessons learned

• Expected or unexpected results

• Future research opportunities 
or next steps
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Poster FAQ

Printing

• Triple check for 
formatting and typos 

• Check again – new eyes

• Allow plenty of time for 
delivery

• Some conferences may 
print your presentation 
for you – Check 
submission dates!

Transport

• Cardboard or Plastic 
carriers

• If being printed-
consider how to take 
home

Supplies

• Where and how are the 
posters being 
displayed.

• Thumb tacks

• Hand Outs

• Business cards
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The Presentation
• Engage with the audience 

• Be prepared for questions

• Provide contact information

• QR Code 

• Virtual Presentations

• Web-based conferences

• Recorded Abstract            



Poster Ideas

Projects- Big or Small

Process Changes

Lessons Learned

Capstone Projects

Implementation of  New Process or Products
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APIC NM Annual 
Conference
• April 14, 2023

• Call for posters- Abstract Submission due 
March 14, 2023

• Send submissions to

president.apic32@gmail.com



.

2/6/2023 PRESENTATION TITLE 22



.

2/6/2023 PRESENTATION TITLE 23



.

2/6/2023 PRESENTATION TITLE 24



.

2/6/2023 PRESENTATION TITLE 25



.

2/6/2023 PRESENTATION TITLE 26



Summary Timeline 

Check for important 

Submission dates

Find Conference or 
Meeting 

Triple check for typo. Allow 
adequate time.

Print the Poster

Follow the guidelines

Write Abstract

Share with others about your 
project or research 

Present your Poster

Follow the guidelines

Design your Poster
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Thank you
Contact information:

Kerry Flint

ICCNM Consulting

kflint@iccnm.net

mailto:kflint@iccnm.net

	Slide 1: Designing a Conference Poster
	Slide 2: Primary Objective
	Slide 3: Posters: the what & the why
	Slide 4: Who is your audience?
	Slide 5: Call for Posters
	Slide 6: Submitting an Abstract
	Slide 7: Example
	Slide 8: APIC Tools
	Slide 9: Building the Poster
	Slide 10: Format
	Slide 11: Format Tips
	Slide 12: Key Sections
	Slide 13: The Title
	Slide 14: The Introduction
	Slide 15: The Method
	Slide 16: The Results
	Slide 17: The Discussion
	Slide 18: Poster FAQ
	Slide 19: The Presentation
	Slide 20: Poster Ideas
	Slide 21: APIC NM Annual  Conference
	Slide 22: .
	Slide 23: .
	Slide 24: .
	Slide 25: .
	Slide 26: .
	Slide 27: Summary Timeline 
	Slide 28: References
	Slide 29: Thank you

