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Ponderings From The Pastor
INVESTING IN GOD’S FUTURE: ADDING SPIRITUAL DISCIPLINE
During the years David Letterman did his “Late Show” on CBS, I always got a kick out
of his “Top Ten” lists (and many of the guest celebrities he managed to get to poke
fun at themselves while doing some of them!). Whether or not you were or are a
Letterman fan, his Top Ten lists were rather popular and quite famous for a time. The
other day I ran across this non-Letterman Top Ten list...and since on June 24 our
congregation affirmed the soon-starting New Beginnings process for SPUCC, I want
to share it...
**TOP TEN LIST OF WHAT IT MEANS TO BE A SPIRITUAL PERSON TODAY
Number One—to view the world as an ultimate mystery rather than as a mechanized
machine.
Number Two—to view life as meaningful rather than meaningless.
Number Three—to view life as a lesson in gratitude.
Number Four—giving as a matter of obligation for what you owe, not as something
that is nice to do.
Number Five—to realize that mind, body, and soul are all gifts of God.
Number Six—acknowledge life's mysteries, even the questions that have no answers.
Number Seven—trust in the goodness of life and all the potential this implies.
Number Eight —always hope and never succumb to despair.
Number Nine—believe that honesty, integrity and dignity matter more than anything
else.
Number Ten—entails the belief that every person carries with them the special
signature of God.
Now, whole sermons or series of sermons could be written about any ONE of these! I
don’t have the space to unpack all of these here, even a little. But look over the list’s
items, and take some time to ponder them. Do they ring true for you? Do you do some
of these things? Do you do ANY of these things? I could add a few more or change a
few, but overall this is a great list. If I was to re-title it, I might be tempted to call it the
top ten list of “Being a Spiritually Mature Person.” Certainly, we’ve ALL got some
work to do there...myself included!
As St. Paul UCC enters into a time of intentional vision discernment—again, that’s
what New Beginnings is—we NEED spiritual maturity. We ALL have to grow in our
faith (we should never stop growing in our faith, of course...but we do...yet that’s
another sermon series for another time!). I’ve said it before, and will likely be saying it
again: discerning the future vision of this church (any church) is a SPIRITUAL
process. A new VISION is a REVELATION. It must come from God, a gift, given from
OUTSIDE and apart from human knowledge and wisdom. Yes, New Beginnings uses
“earthly” data, and engages our human intellect and our human hearts. Yes, it uses
demographics and physical assessments of the whole life of the church and our
community. These are “tools” or “aids” to get us thinking and wondering.
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Ponderings From The Pastor (continued)
But thinking is not enough. The “data” we gather and learn about, and talk about together, will be only part of
the Big Picture...and by themselves are insufficient. What we learn will also be things to PRAY about, and
sometimes to PRAY FOR. They will be fuel for the spirit...for meditation, contemplation, for “listening prayer,”
and Bible study. Fuel for the mind, yes...but also for the heart and the soul.
Look again at the list above. Note the key words...words like meaning, mystery, gratitude, hope,
potential....words like honor, dignity, and respect. Pray for these things. We need more honesty, respect, and
to treat each other with greater dignity here at SPUCC. We need more hope, more comfort with mystery, and
to learn better how to be OK with not having all the answers (we’ll for sure be learning some better questions—we have to pray about that and be ok with that, too!).
An intentionally-sought, Godly VISION comes to people who are ready for it...SPIRITUALLY ready.
Otherwise, such a vision will either be too hot to handle—or it will just be ignored and scoffed at. I for one DO
NOT plan to scoff at God! I hope you won’t either. I hope you will PREPARE yourself and help prepare the
whole church for God’s “new thing” by taking up a new spiritual practice or discipline. I’ve shared numerous
times about what some of the classic spiritual disciplines are and how they work (seek out Richard Foster’s
Celebration of Discipline if you need a refresher, or Adele Calhoun’s Spiritual Disciplines Handbook –or ask
me! I’ll JOIN you in a new discipline, if I can!).
Also, in more crass-but-practical terms, we’ll be spending somewhere in the neighborhood of $5,000 for New
Beginnings. We don’t want to invest this amount (and IT IS AN INVESTMENT) in the future without doing it
the right way, or giving the process the best chance to “give us our money’s worth”. The more we can make
New Beginnings a deeply-spiritual process, the more our investment will pay off. But, if we rely only on our
own smarts and human wisdom, and trust only our OWN opinions, and shut our ears and hearts—and if we
don’t pray or do true spiritual discernment—we’ll likely be wasting that money.
Let’s not do that! Let’s embrace the list above, however, whenever we can. Among the others (they’re all
important) let’s understand especially what #5 says: “realize that mind, body, and soul are all gifts of God.”
And #8: “always hope and never succumb to despair.” Let’s do #7 well, too: “trust in the goodness of life and
all the potential this implies.”
Let’s get busy. Let’s DO A GOD THING! :-)

Pastor Barry
**The list is from by Rabbi Micah Greenstein, who has served Temple Israel of Memphis for 26 years, 16 as
its Senior Rabbi. Named among the city’s most significant leaders, Rabbi Greenstein was recognized as the
first "Memphian of the Year" by Memphis Magazine in 2013. In 2012 and again in 2013, he was named as
one of "America's Top 50 Rabbis by Newsweek and The Daily Beast. I found it on the “Explore Faith”
website—a GREAT place to broaden/deepen your own spiritual journey!

2

THE EPISTLE

July 2018

ST. PAUL UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST
Council Meeting
May 21, 2018
Present: Mike Bartholomew, Rev. Barry Bordenkircher, Linda Woods, Margaret Maybury, Marge Fassnacht,
Jan Apro, Anne Zimmer, Lois Manifold, Rick Davis, Nancy Klusmeier
The meeting was called to order by Council President, Mike Bartholomew, at 7:05 P.M., and Pastor Barry
offered an opening prayer. The minutes of the April 16, 2018, Council Meeting were reviewed by Council. A
MOTION was made (Davis/Apro) to approve the minutes. MOTION PASSED and the minutes were
approved as printed.
Sr. Minister’s Report (Rev. Barry Bordenkircher)
 Pastor Barry submitted to Council his report of mileage and time for April-May, 2018. Highlights: Cluster
2 Pulpit Exchange and Choir Fest; Home Communions; “New Beginnings” prep work; New Member
Sunday, contacts and prep; Nursery School Summit #2; Nursery School 2018-19 Budget process; After
Church Intergenerational Lunch 4/29; SONKA Meeting; Pentecost/New Member Sunday.
 He still has a few home communion visits left as he’s having trouble reach a few.
 “One Call Now” Phone Tree. This service allows 1 person to send a message to a whole list of people. It
is $450 a year. It is web based so it sends text messages or e-mails too. Pastor Barry would like Council
to look at this again. Margaret suggested we wait to see what happens at the Congregational Meeting in
June. This service would help with those groups meeting regarding New Beginnings.
 Jan asked Pastor Barry about MARCC and what our church gets out of it. Pastor Barry explained that it is
the premier interfaith group in the city and that he was getting an education out of it if nothing else. He
gave examples of what they do.
 Council reviewed the new “Work Order Request Form” sample. Jan said policy hasn’t been written yet
but it is an excellent idea. Executive Team has already approved it. A MOTION was made (Davis/Apro)
to accept the new “Work Order Request Form” (policy to be determined). MOTION PASSED.
 Pastor Barry distributed and reviewed with Council 2 handouts about “The Hive” which is in Northside and
offers classes, events, retreats, etc. It is part of “The Parish Collective” which is a grassroots organization
which he has joined to network with other organizations, etc. There is a 2-day conference this summer (or
fall) that could help with that.
Care Team (Marge Fassnacht)
 Marge reports that Mission pledges are down.
 She resigned from Mt. Healthy Alliance and Roxanne has taken over for her. They have a new Zone
director (husband and wife team). Marge said she was upset and frustrated because she felt protocol
was not being followed there. Right now she doesn’t want any money going to The Zone but to Mt.
Healthy Pantry instead. Pastor Barry suggested going to the local pastors’ board who contribute to it.
 She is working on her Team Report for Anne.
Facilities Team (Rick Davis)
 Rick reported that his Team meets continually by phone. There were many calls regarding the flooding
after the recent heavy rainfall. This problem will be ongoing because the main pipes on Hamilton Avenue
are too small.
 He has a good quote for the chapel window repair but the guy still hasn’t done it because it’s not a big
enough job, moneywise, to motivate him.
 Flooding insurance claim – We’ve had 2 floods in the last 6 months. MSD is supposed to reimburse after
insurance but are giving him problems.
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ST. PAUL UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST
Council Meeting
May 21, 2018
Minutes (Continued)
Facilities Team (Rick Davis)
 Roofing problems – some flashings have cracked.
 Long discussion regarding Kramer Roofing, who we’ve used in the past, and St. Clair Roofing, who is
much cheaper ($35,000 vs. $50,000). We’ve had 3 bids total. A MOTION was made (Apro/Manifold) that
we accept Perry St. Clair’s bid. MOTION PASSED. The insurance check is in the bank.
 Jan asked about the sunken sewer in the alleyway. Rick said he will fill it and also the other one again.
 Security update – doors are now being locked 15 minutes after church begins. Key will be in the ushers’
closet. Pastor Barry suggested training with the ushers. Mike will talk with Vicky about sending an e-mail
to the head ushers. Also, Jan and Mike went to a seminar with Mt. Healthy Police. Discussion.
Finance Team (Margaret Maybury)
 The final money count on the Rummage Sale is $1,018.61 and there will be more coming in.
 We are $30,000 less pledged than last year.
Treasurer’s Report (Anne Zimmer)
 Anne reviewed with Council the Profit & Loss and Balance Sheet.
 Rick said he doesn’t understand negative numbers on the Profit & Loss Statement. Margaret said it’s because of the Nursery School reimbursement.
 The checking account is at $12,854. Payroll with taxes is around $11,000 (estimated high). She is holding off on paying some things that she can hold off on.
 As always, copies of financial reports are available in the office for anyone who wishes to see them.
Endowment Report (Jan Apro)
 We have $241,712 in the Endowment. The market is up and down. Our advisor said not to do anything.
Nurture Team (Linda Woods)
 For the summer, they will start a new program for Sunday School – “The Illustrated Earth”.
 The Methodist Church that has given scholarships for camp is sponsoring 7 kids this year. Joan had said
that we will give them $100 toward the bus.
 Teacher Recognition/Graduate/Music Sunday is June 10. Also, Anne and Skip will join the church that
day. 6 teachers are being recognized.
 Fathers’ Day is the 17th. Something special is planned.
 Pastor Barry shared that on June 24th, St. John UCC youth (from Tiffin) are coming. They will be working
around church on Tuesday and also help with the dinner.
Welcome Team (Lois Manifold)
 Skip and Anne are joining June 10th.
 Marlene continues to send cards.
 She continues to call and check on people.
 Chrissy Spiers’ two children will be baptized soon.
 New Member Sunday went well. Some great people.
 Pastor Barry said that we will probably move to the Chapel starting June 17th (Fathers Day).
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ST. PAUL UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST
Council Meeting
May 21, 2018
Minutes (Continued)
Vice President’s Report (Jan Apro)
 Jan talked to someone about AARP doing income tax returns for seniors at our church. They were kicked
out of NCH Senior Center. This would be great advertisement for our church and more connection to the
community. It would be in February and March.
Lay Minister’s Report
 Joan submitted the following report:
 Helped with Choir Fest. It was a success. They made $1,200 for Mission Priority Board. She is the new
Treasurer.
 Attended April Staff Meeting, Nurture Meeting, Tuesday night Community Dinners.
 Visited Nancy Lanza and Erma Amrein.
 Lock-in on the 11th of May – worked in the courtyard. Planted tree for Evelyn. They need men to help
out.
 Attended Cluster meeting on May 17th.
 She worked with 2 different families with issues.
 Taught youth class.
 Wrote Epistle article for May.
 SPY is doing a Drive-through Prayer the last Saturday of the month this summer (June 30th, July 28th, and
August 25th), from 9-11 A.M. at the church. Everyone is invited. Information is in the Epistle.
 SPY Rock-a-thon after church on June 10th.
 No VBS this year. May resume down the road.
OLD BUSINESS
 Nursery School Summit – Things are starting to happen with open communication.
 “New Beginnings” cost – The last Pastor Barry heard, it would be $3,990 plus costs (travel, hotel).
 There are some members going off Council – at least 3.
NEW BUSINESS
 Anne painted her office. Looks great!
 Joan wants Vicky Bryant and Kim Ferry recognized for all their work with the youth. Council agreed.
 Discussion on who wants to get off of Council. Margaret, Marge and Mike all want off for various reasons.
Nancy said she was hoping to get off also but would stay if needed in view of so many others getting off.
A MOTION was made (Manifold/Maybury) to adjourn. MOTION PASSED and the meeting adjourned at 9:15
P.M. with The Lord’s Prayer.
Respectfully submitted,
Nancy Klusmeier
Council Secretary

The next Council meeting is Monday,
August 20, 2018 7:00 PM.
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GIFTS TO THE CHURCH

IN MEMORY OF Andy Elsasser

Alice Blum

IN MEMORY OF Dolores Molter
Jane & Wayne Schleutker

IN MEMORY OF Jean Schmadel

Erma Amrein

Dorothy Bachman

Alice Blum

Teresa Buhrlage

Marsha & Darryl Helton

Helen & Robert Jakobe

Dorothy Kahle

Julie Nagel

Karen & Jeff Reid

Connie & Don Roech

Jane & Wayne Schleutker

Tim Shay

Christi Winter

Linda Woods

PLEASE HELP US with
LIGHTS AND DOORS

AUGUST EPISTLE
DEADLINE

On several occurrences lately, we have found an
outside door unlocked. Please be sure to check
doors before you leave, especially if you are the last
one out.
Please do your diligence to make sure that
the lights are off in the building when you
leave.

The Epistle deadline for the August edition is
Wednesday, July 18, 2018. Please submit the
information either by email to Anne or drop it in
the Epistle box in the main office. There is also a
folder in the blue mailbox
outside
the office.

Thank you
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FACEBOOK PAGE
https://www.facebook.com/pages/St-Paul-United-Church-of-Christ-NCH/451020504934791.
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Samaritan Purse (“Shoe Box”) Project
We will once again be filling shoe boxes for needy children overseas. The shoe boxes are filled and wrapped
in November so they can be shipped for the children to receive at Christmas. Last year we filled 36 shoe
boxes and would like to match that again this year. In order to do this WE NEED YOUR HELP by donating
items from the list below or by making a monetary donation and we will do the shopping. Monetary donations
can also help to cover the shipping costs. Empty shoe boxes are also needed to fill!
The following are items needed to fill the shoe boxes:
Doll
Bandages
Small Manual Pencil Sharpener
Stuffed Animal
Sunglasses
Colored Pencils
Harmonica or Kazoo Small Cars, Trucks Pencil Case
Hairbrush
Jump Ropes
Crayons and Markers
Toothbrush
Yo-yo
Pens
Washcloths
Hack-Sack
Coloring Books, Puzzles
Packaged Bar Soap Water Bottle
Plastic Dinosaurs

Underwear
Socks
Flip-flops
Hats
Scarf
Mittens
Hair bows/barrettes

Soccer Ball with Manual Air Pump – this is a favorite for both boys and girls! Last year we
found that Wal-Mart had THE BEST price on soccer balls & air pumps.
Items that we cannot send include candy, toothpaste, gum, used items, war-related items such as toy guns,
knives or military figures, chocolate or food of any kind, drink mixes, liquids or lotions, glass or aerosol
containers.
It may seem early to be thinking about this, but if we get an early start, we can take advantage of sales or
other bargains over the next few months!
Please consider helping with this important mission of St Paul UCC. Items for the shoe boxes and monetary
donations (clearly earmarked “for Samaritan Purse Project”) can be brought to the church office. Monetary
donations can also be placed in the offering plate. Please let Anne Zimmer or Linda Woods know if you
would like to help fill the shoe boxes in November – it's a lot of fun! As always, we greatly appreciate the
generous support of our St Paul family!
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ST. PAUL YOUTH

We canceled our June Rock-a-thon because we had too many kids on vacation. Please watch for
a rescheduling of this fund raiser for Cancer Research.
The SPY will be working in the front area on June the 30th from 8 until noon. We can always use a few
extra hands, so come out and help us beautify the church’s grounds. Again, we will be working the 30th as
well as July 27th, so come out and join us for a little weed pulling time. For more information please contact
Pastor Joan, 470-2321, Vickie Bryant, 238-7127 or Kim Ferry 487-9186.
July 15th will be Youth Sunday. Our young people will be leading the church in worship.
(See page 11.)
We will be bowling after church on July 15th. We will be leaving right after church and
returning about 3 pm. Drivers are needed for transportation to and from church.

July 27-28 we will have a lock-in, please have your kids here at 6:30 pm, and pick up is
Saturday after the yard work.
Also, in July we will have a bake sale on the 29th
The monies raised at this sale will assist us in camping in August at the Kluesener’s
farm in Indiana. Donations are always welcome.

Summer is here and we need help with summer Sunday School. We will be using special
curriculum. No prep required. We have started setting up times for summer help. As of this moment
we have had some wonderful people who have agreed to hel, but
we could still use a few more in the month of August. Won’t you
please give a Sunday to help. Please contact Vickie Bryant if you
can give a Sunday, 238-7127 or see Pastor Joan
Learning and praying never takes a Sunday off.
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ST. PAUL YOUTH
Sunday, July 15th

Please join the youth on July 15th for Youth Sunday. We will be worshiping with you in service and
afterwards dedicating the Magnolia Tree in memory of Evenly Osterbrock.

SOMETHING NEW COMING TO ST. PAUL
There is a new kind of prayer coming to St. Paul this summer. In the months of July
and August, we will be hosting a “drive through” prayer, for our neighbors and
members in need, in our parking lot.
How will this work, you ask? From 9-11 am, we will set
up stations in our top lot and invite anyone, neighbor
or member, drivers or walkers, to come into the
parking lot and receive a prayer. We know that people
drive by our beautiful church everyday and wonder if
God can hear them. We will give them a chance to
know that “God is listening” and so are we.
If you would like to help, we would love your help. There will be
lots of things for you to help with setting up, praying, guiding and
closing down. Let us reach out to all God’s children and open
our doors and parking lot to all of our brothers and sisters in
Christ. For more information see Pastor Barry or Pastor Joan.
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MT. HEALTHY
PANTRY NEEDS
Deoderant, Bar Soap
Tooth Paste, Shampoo
Toilet Paper, Tooth Brushes
Canned Fruit, Cereal
You can bring items to the main office and we will be
sure to get it delivered.

WHAT DO YOU THING???
Pastor Barry is looking into a few new worship/fellowship
experiences. One is a “Blessing of the Animals” Day
(which would be in Fellowship Hall or the “Courtyard.)
Another is a St. Paul “Art Show”. Do you paint? Sculpt?
Woodworking? Carving? Sewing? Etc…. We could do
our own “Exhibit” Hall and view each other’s creative
talent!
If interested in either of these, especially to help out,
contact Barry or the church office.

SCOUTING NEWS
The Troop went off to camp prepared to complete their merit badges they signed up for, to have fun
and to meet new scouts and leaders.
The Crew’s trip was full of a lot of activities. We saw “Tecumseh, the Outdoor Drama” in Chillicothe,
OH. At COSI in Columbus, Ohio they took in the Dinosaurs, The Silk Road, and the Lost Egypt
and Ocean exhibits, worked on gadgets, and even lifted a car, They traveled on to Cuyahoga
Nation Park and visited some water falls, walked over a Beaver Marsh, and climbed through the
Ledges. From there they crossed Lake Erie and stayed on Kelley’s Island. They went through the
history museum, and went to the Glacier Grooves. The glacier grooves are over 25,000 years old!
What a sight to see. From there they traveled on to Toledo and visited the canal boats, an old sawmill powered by water, and the Toledo Art Museum. During the trip, we found several more areas
that we want to visit in the future. Pictures will be coming soon.
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7/1 Carol Lommer
7/2 Steven Kreiger
7/6 Isaiah Johnson
Donald Lerch
7/8 Brittney Heitman
7/9 Rachel Farlow
7/10 Katherine Blum

7/12
7/19

8/4 Don Beresford
8/5 Kristin Leist
Vicky Ritz
8/7 Brayden Spyers
8/12 Madison Dermody
8/14 Charles Brown
Kyle Davis
8/15 Robert Kelsey
Kelley Woods

8/16
8/19
8/21
8/22

7/23
7/25

8/23
8/24

July 2018

Roxanne Reed
Alice Blum
Nicole Farlow
Pamela Farlow
Nancy Klusmeier
Sue Ehrhardt

7/27
7/28

Patricia Yung
Joyce Seesing
Don Dumford
Travis Johnson
Will Maier
Deborah Beresford
Shirley Brown
Melitta Marx
Victoria Smith

8/26
8/27
8/28
8/30
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7/29

Kristen Woods
Tiffany McKinley
Lyndelle Murphy
Sonya Heitman

Heather Page
Skip Zimmer
Bonnie Reed
Ruth Hoeweler
Tommie Jenkins
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Please Continue to Remember in Prayer:
Nan Grow
Our servicemen and women
Peggy Adams
Payson Davis
Chad Willcocks
Melody Hoff
Katie Morgan
Kathy Aker
Ginny DuPriest
Debbie DuPriest
Will Maier
David Smith
Erma Amrein
Mike Mathauer
John Allen
Jack Frost
Karon Jackson
Randy Schwartz
Gay Steinhauer
Mike Cornish
Norma Carrier

Alice Graber
Makayla Borg
Doug Mossman
Don Beresford
Tony Mancini
Vicki Celenza
Helen Mason
Richard Wittaker
Tom Kondo
Stephanie Collins
Jessica Obert
Paul LaMott
Gay D. Smith
Tyler Hardin
Rick Manifold
Rev. Virginia Duffy
Ruth Meissner
Kluesener Niece

Barbara Williamson
Skip Zimmer
Melissa Holmes
Mike Chalfin
Elaine Sloan
Steve Rogers
Nancy Lanza
Bob Berkley
Bonnie Rogers
Rebecca Horning
Mae Scott
The Schmadel Family
Barb Walbrun
Alberta Hahn
James Stokes
Tommy Moorehead
The Collins Family
Howard Seaman

Please keep the office informed on the status of those you have placed on the prayer list.

Please Continue to Remember in Prayer our HomeBound:
Geraldine Cooper
Marian Faller
Albert Mueller
Anne Timme
Lucille Walters

Bob Dickman
Mary Lou Heiden
Joyce Seesing
Dolores Ungerbuehler

If you would like to add
someone to the prayer
list, please call the office.
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Gladys Elsasser
Charlotte McCauley
Dot Sunnenberg
Sharon Wagner

July 2018
SUNDAY
1
Communion

MONDAY
2

TUESDAY
3

WEDNESDAY
4
Office Closed

THURSDAY

FRIDAY

SATURDAY

5

6

7

Happy 4th of
July

8
Leave for
Camp

9

10

11
PRC Mtg.
6:30 PM

12

13

14

15
Youth Sunday
Tree
Dedication

16

17

18

19

20

21

23

24

25

26

27
SPY Lock - In
Working in yard
Baking for Bake
Sale

28
Drive Thru
Prayer

Bowling After
Worship
22

29
SPY Bake
Sale

30

31

Standing Dates:
Mondays:
Crafty Critters - 10 AM
Scouts:6:30 - 9:00 PM
Tuesday:
Community Dinner
5:00 PM weekly
Fridays/Saturdays:
AA Meeting 8 PM
15

FH = Fellowship Hall
NS = Nursery School

9 - 11 AM
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