Day Two
JAMES 2:15-17

There’s a lot of Christian lingo we use, but which
isn’t necessarily worth a whole lot. For instance,
when a friend tells us she’s going through a
difficult time, we may say something like, “Just
let go and let God.” Or maybe we’ll say, “New
levels—new devils” (i.e., because God is building
you up, you’re going to face increasing difficulty).
Or, perhaps most commonly, “I'll pray for you.”

In a certain sense, these all have a seed of truth.
However, when we quote the cliches without real

thought or intent, they don’t mean anything at all.

And when we commit to praying, we’d better not
forget. Further, when we hear of a friend’s need,
real faith moves us to ask ourselves not just how
we can pray, but how we can meet the need in a
real way.

2> What are some common Christian phrases
you hear people use? What do they
really mean?

> How will you put your faith into action
this week?

Day Three
JAMES 2:18-20

Believing in God is important. However, in

and of itself, belief isn’t nearly enough. Even
the demons believe. After all, they lived in

the presence of God, and they know the truth
about Him. However, they don’t love the truth,
and they certainly don’t live by it. The demons’
response to God is to tremble before Him.
They know His power and they know of the
judgment that’s been pronounced against
them. Still, they don’t love Him. We’d likewise
do well to recognize God’s power. Counterfeit
demonic faith will never reconcile us to God or
save us from judgment. True saving faith isn’t
simply intellectual knowledge of God, but trust
that leads us to live for Him and His purposes.

> Why do the demons tremble at the
thought of God?

> How should knowing this affect the ways
we think about God?

0000000 Bible Studies for Life 33



Day Four
JAMES 2:21-25

The Bible is clear—we aren’t saved by works,
but by faith (Rom. 3:28). However, here James
teaches that we are justified by works. How
do we reconcile this seeming contradiction?
Imagine you’re at the doctor’s office, and

you hear the doctor tell a patient in a room

to your left to stay off his feet for at least six
weeks. Then to your right, you hear the doc
say to walk at least two miles a day. These
statements seem contradictory—that is, until
you realize one patient has a broken foot, and
the other needs to lose 50 pounds. In Romans,
Paul spoke to people who believed they had
to work for their salvation. Here, James spoke
to people who thought that, because they’d
believed in God, how they lived didn’t matter.
Just like Abraham’s faith moved him to offer his
son as a sacrifice to God and Rahab’s trust in
God moved her to put her life on the line, true
belief will always move us to live in obedience
to God’s commands.

2> How are faith and works connected in
the life of a Christian?

> How was real faith proven in the lives of
Abraham and Rahab?
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Day Five

JAMES 2:26

When God created Adam, He formed his body
from the dust of the ground, but at this point,
Adam still wasn’t alive. Only when God breathed
into his nostrils the breath of life did Adam
become a living being (Gen. 2:7). Too many
people today think that because they believe in
God, they possess living, saving faith. However,
this simply isn’t the case. A body which is alive
actually moves and breathes, eats and talks, and
in the same way, living faith is active. A faith that
does nothing isn’t alive. But when God breathes
into our spirit and faith comes alive, it moves us to
live in obedience to Him and love toward others.

> How do you know if a person is dead
versus alive?

> How do you know if faith is dead
versus alive?



