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Message ro the Board

Dear Friends;

The Greater Binghamtow Bengali Associationv (GBBA) will proudly
celebrate the Durga Puja for the eleventiv yeawr o October 20, 2018.

Owr second decade of the event celebration brings forthv new promises of
continuity and sustainability. We sincerely acknowledge the tremendous
contributions of many dedicated volunteers for thisy success. The
continuning enthusiastic support from our patrons is inspiring. We express
owr profound gratitude towoard them.

The evening program wil present local talents, including performances
by children. Bengali songs and Bollywood music will be awv integral powt
of the scintillating after-dirner music prograuwmn by owr nwited awtist.
Please join us to- shawe the festivities of the occasion.

We tremendously value your continuing pauticipationfor the celebration
of Durga Pujov and for all other comwmunity activities. GBBA strives to-
foster friendship and fellow feeling among our conummunity members. Your
irwolvement iy av key factor toward reaching that objective. We are
grateful for youwr commitment, enthusiasm and support. Thank you.

Sincerely,

2018 Durga Pujov Conmumiitiee
Greater Binghamton Bengali Associatiow
htps://gbbapujo.webs.comy
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shape of his hands, the sensuous perfection of his face.”
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Aditya Banerjee
Grade 6
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Ananta Banerjee
Grade 4
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Coloring by Rhea Singh
Grade 5

Drawing by Lisa Singh
Grade 3
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Ella Bagchi
Grade 4

Age9

Sureeta Das
Grade 5
Age 9
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The Rider

Durgatinashini

Sureeta Das

The almighty Goddess Durga, no one is brave like you,
The kindness you give just like a mother that is true,
You risked your life to save ours,
With all your power,

You defeated the ugly demon Ravan,
With your strong golden lion,

You have significant weapons in your

Ravan thought nobody could beat him b-
To you we pray,
Each and every day. -

Hﬁppy DUl"gG P _
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Sureeta Das
! Grade 5
R Age 9
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Arpan Dasgupta, Grade 8, Age 13
Palnting

Snowy Sunset

Foggy Mountains
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Swarnima Das
Age 19

Painting by acrylic and
wattercolor medium
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Roshni Ray
Grade 12
Age 17
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A Trip to a Place like None Other

Sriram Chakravadhanula /

The Story
My trip to Jaipur and Amritsar was like no other trip. It was a trip Jaipur was founded by
of enjoyment, education, and wonder. Living in the U.S, | haven't really Maharaja Jai Singh II. He built
learned much about India’s great history of happiness and sorrow. So the city in 1927 with the help of
here | will tell you my step by step encounter with everything | did during an intelligent architect with the
this trip. name of Vidyadhar

Bhattacharya. He built the city

Jaipur to be very organized and

My plane from Hyderabad landed first in Jaipur. Jaipur is the capital of secure. His capital was Amber,
the state of Rajasthan. This is located in the northern part of India. They a 10 min drive from Jaipur.
have very hot summers on cool winters. That is why most palaces have However, Amber was built long
both heating and cooling systems installed. These cooling systems are before Jai Singh Il was born.

not like present day A. C’s, but they still do their jobs. There was a line of Kings before
Amber Fort i

e Raja Bhagawan
Das.

He fought to keep

Amber and Gujarat

e Maharaja Man
Singh |. Mighty
warrior and gained
land in Orissa,
Afghanistan, and
Bengal.

e JaiSingh .

Won Against the

Mughal emperor

Aurangzeb and led the

We first visited Amber fort which is pronounced Amer fort. It was
surrounded by a 12 km wall. Across from Amber fort is Jaigarh fort
which was used as a military station. Amber fort was the living quarters
of the Kings and Queens of
Rajasthan. During the hot
summers, the fort was usually very
hot. So the Architects used a
special plaster made from a mixture
of limestone, banana, coconut, and
marble to keep the fort cool. In
some rooms, there is a special
cooling system. Water flows around the room in a thin layer and wind
blows through it and creates a cool mist. In the winter they use wool
curtains to keep the warmth in the rooms.

Mughal army.
Sheesh Mahal e Maharaja Sawai Jai
Translated to say the Mirror palace the Sheesh Mahal is full of Belgium Singh | . _
Convex Mirrors. This makes anything reflect in all mirrors. This is used * Maharaja Sawai
during the winter to make warmth. A lamp is lit in the center of the Ishwari Singh

Mahal and makes warmth in the room.
e Maharaja Sawai

Madho Singh II.
City Palace Sent money to help
his kingdom.

Jaipur old city is surrounded by 4 gates in a wall. In
the middle is a City palace and an observatory which
you will hear about later. The City Palace is where
the current royal family is living. The royal family runs & gz]_ T
the tourists cite and gets money from it. The city nAAEERaE JII

Maharaja Sawai

Jan Singh I1.
Jered one of
BRENIESt kings. He
~ modernized Jaipur

Aac miich ac

97 | s faiygsc

\

/




palace is where | saw a very interesting Armory. There were many swords. Some swords had interesting

contraptions like a pistol inside a sword and another sword inside a sword. The city palace was also home
to a textile museum. | saw heavy dresses for the kings and queens and carpets that were laid out in their

living rooms and halls.

Jantar Mantar Observatory

Constructed by Maharaja Sawai Jai Singh Il, Jantar Mantar has 19
astronomical instruments to find locations of celestial bodies and
constellations over a certain point. There are early forms of Sun
dials, Astronomical maps, and dials that tell when a constellation
crosses the meridian.

Hawa Mahal

According to a rule, royal women
are not allowed to be seen outside the palace and cannot be seen by
anybody accept for the servants and king.

= So a Mahal was built with windows so that the royal women could watch
B the market in the street below.

Amritsar

Amritsar is located in the state of Punjab in north western India. It borders Pakistan. Amritsar is
home to the infamous golden temple and Jalianwala Bagh.

Golden Temple

Built in the early 19 centuries, the golden temple is made out 0f400 kg of 22k
gold donated by Maharaja Raniit Singh. The golden temple is a place for
Sikhs. But anybody can go to visit to see its wonder.

Jalianwala Bagh

When India was still under British rule, there was a group of Punjabis that were =
so mighty that they always beat the British in the Independence movement. So when the Punjabis were
going to give a speech in a garden with only one entrance, the British under General Dyer closed the gate
and shot all the Punjabis and all the villagers listening to the speech. A Sikh however wanted revenge. He
traveled the world for 21 years under secrecy and finally reached England and killed General Dyer in his
own homeland.

That's all folks. | was on the plane back to Hyderabad to my grandparents’ place after a long and tiring trip.
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Note: This entire trip, full of knowledge and sightseeing with more places
not mentioned was completed within 3 days, not counting the flight journey.

Sriram Chakravadhanula
lives in vestal NY with his
family. He is in 7t grade
and has a sister. He took
some of the photos you
see and took photos from
his mom Sushma Madduri.
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Realization of god

Amal shastri
First, we should know the natural path of realization.

In Raj-Yoga there are eight steps of Sadhana; 1] Yam 2] Niyam, 3] Asan, 4] Pranayam, 5] Pratyahar 6]
Dharana[supposition] [7] Dhyana Meditation, and last is [8] Samadhi.

Old saints of India used to go through all the eight steps and they used to reach the last stage of Samadhi.

Iltis seen, if we, the family- people do only the last three steps we also can reach easily for the last step of
Samadhi. if it is adjustable to the ordinary routine of a worldly life. Generally, we do not admit none of the
methods of rigid austerity, penance or any physical mortification undertaken with the Indriyas. [there are our
14 senses].

As itis so plain that often for this very reason, it is not so well understood by the people who are under
impression that the realization is the most difficult job which requires persistent labor for lives and ages.

It may however be difficult to those who proceed on loaded with their confused conceptions of Reality and
adopt complicated means for their achievement.

As a matter of fact, Reality which one aspires for, so simple means alone.
Therefore, for the realization of the simple it is only the simplest means that can ensure success.

Itis quite easy to pick up a needle from the ground by means of our finger but if we apply a crane for the
purpose, it may impossible. Exactly same is the case with Realization.

The confusing methods and complicated means advised for the realization of the simplest do not therefore
serve the purpose.

Rather, they keep one entangled in her/his self-created complexities all the life. As a matter of fact,
Realization is neither a game of contest with the nerves and muscles nor a physical pursuit involving
austerity, penance or mortification.

Itis only the transformation of inner being to its real nature.
Itis for every living soul to wake up to her/his spiritual needs for the realization of the Ultimate.

We belong to the country where religious spirit has never been flowing in or the other form. Diverse means
are adopted for gaining the object of life. They may be correct if the heart is connected with it. In the real
sense, to be absorbed in the essence of real life. We are bred to have union with reality which have
emerged from.

We have brought with us the very essence of infinity and we try to keep close to it, to give freedom to our
thought for absorption in the Infinite. If we neglect it, we remain bound to activity of thought, and not to the
reality at root of which is limitless.
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The hymns and prayers offered generally result in flattery when one is Dumb to the real spirit of the
essential character.

The great teachers have always been actively speculating to devise means and methods of higher
approach, though the solution is quite at hand.

Really the path near to ourselves is the path nearest to God.

The service to humanity in this respect by providing easiest means of gaining the objects of life. The
methods are so easy that their very easiness has become a veil for common understanding.

Simple and subtle means are needed for the realization of the subtlest being. All these days, Realization
has been represented as a very difficult and complicated job. This offers great discouragement to the
people who are there scared away from it. Such ideas should be banished from the mind, for they weaken
the will which is the only instrument to help us on our onward march.

Based on our experiences, it is a very simple process which can be followed by all quite easily. If one can
sell her/his heart i.e., make gift of it to the Divine God, hardly anything more remains to be done.

This shall naturally bring her/him to the state of absorbency in the infinite Reality.

The adoption of this easy and simple technique makes the beginning of the process the very end of it. The
impulse begins to flow automatically transforming the entire being of an individual. What else except a tiny
heart can be fittest offering for the achievement of the dearest of life?

One thing more: to affect the surrender of heart in the easiest way, only an act of will is required. But lighter
and finer the will, the more effective shall be in its working. The act of will lying in the form of a seed of an
insignificant volume in the deeper cores of consciousness, shall soon develop into full-fledged tree
stretching its branches all over.

Finally, the adoption of the methods is sure to bring in an attitude of renunciation from the first day. A
courageous start is all that is needed for the purpose.

May the true seeker see the light and wake up to the call of her/his real self.
Let close with a prayer for the inner awakening of all living being to the real life.

Acharya Amol Shastri completed his Masters Degree on Astrology from Maharaja Sayaiji
Rao University. Shastriji has studied Bhagwat Gita, Ramayana and Mahabharata
extensively and during discourses, he has elaborated the inner and spiritual meaning of
the Hindu scripture in various temples of USA and in India. In his words, 'Gita is a vast
subject and is a guide for any one irrespective of caste, creed or religion’. Acharya is
Yoga practitioner for last 30 years and has a center at home, in Vestal, NY.
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Mysore Palace

Archana Susarla

The Ambavilas Palace, also known as the Mysore Palace, is a historical palace and royal residence in
Mysore, Karnataka (Mysore Palace, 2018). The palace is in the center of Mysore and faces the Chamundi
Hills. Mysore is known as the city of palaces and is referred to as the old fort. Other than the Mysore
Palace, there are seven different palaces in Karnataka (Mysore Palace, 2018). The land where the Mysore
Palace is located was once called Puragiri (citadel) and is now known as the Old Fort. The first was built in
the Old Fort by Yaduraya in the fourteenth century. However, it was demolished and rebuilt multiple times.
The current building was constructed between 1897 and 1912 and is now one of the most famous tourist
attractions after the Taj Mahal, attracting six million visitors annually (Mysore Palace, 2018).

Architecture- The Mysore Palace is indo-saracenic (chiefly mosques and tombs with decorated surfaces,

bulbous domes, pointed, and multi-foiled arches) and contains Hindu, Mughal, Rajput, and Gothic styles.

The palace has marble domes and a five-story tower that is one-hundred forty-five feet high. The Mysore
Palace has a large garden, entrance gate, and an arch (Mysore Palace, 2018).

The main complex is two-hundred forty-five feet high and one-hundred fifty-six feet wide. The Mysore
Palace has three entrances: The East Gate, The South Entrance, and the West Entrance. The East Gate
is opened only during Dusshera and for dignitaries (people holding a high rank in office). The South and
West Gates are open for the public. The Mysore Palace has numerous secret tunnels from the cellar to the
Srirangapatna (town in Mandhya District in Karnataka), other palaces and confidential areas (Mysore
Palace, 2018).

The Mysore Palace is made up of fine gray granite with deep pink marble domes, has several large arch’s
and two smaller one’s holding the central arch, which is supported by tall pillars. The sculpture of
Gajalakshmi, is in the central of the arch. Lakshmi is the goddess of wealth, prosperity, fortune, and
abundance with her elephants. The temple has three buildings within the old fort and eighteen inside the
Palace Heart Building (Mysore Palace, 2018).

The Mysore Palace has four major unique rooms: The Golden Throne, the Ambivalasa Dhar-e-kas
(private hall), Dolls Pavilion (Gombe Thotti), and the Kalyana Mantapa (marriage hall). The Golden Throne
of was the Royal Throne of the Rulers of the Kingdom of Mysore and one of the main attractions of Mysore
Palace. Dasara is the only time it is open for public viewing (Mysore Palace, 2018).

The Ambivalasa was once used by the King for private audiences. The entrance is a rosewood doorway,
decorated with ivory, opening into a shrine (holy place because of its association with divinity or a sacred
person) dedicated to Lord Ganesha. The central nave (central part of the church, intended to
accommodate most of the congregation) contains ornately gilded columns, stained glass ceilings,
decorated steel grills, and chandeliers with fine floral motives, in the pietra dura, in addition to precious
stones (Mysore Palace, 2018).
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Kalyana Mantapa- The Kalyana Mantapa is an octagonal shaped marriage hall with multi-colored, stained
glass ceilings and peacock motives arranged in geometric patterns. This structure has an old-fashioned
past that originated in Scotland (Mysore Palace, 2018). The floor which is made of a peacock mosaic,
(picture pattern produced by arranging together small, colored pieces of hard material, such as stone, tile,
or glass) is made from tiles made in England. Oil paintings displaying the royal procession during Dasara
are on the walls (Mysore Palace, 2018).

Temples- The Mysore Palace consists of four major temples. The oldest temple was built in the fourteenth
century, and the newest one was built in 1953. Some famous temples in the Mysore Palace are:
Lakshminarayana Temple, dedicated to Lord Vishnu and the Sri Prasanna Krishna Swamy Temple,
dedicated to Lord Krishna. The Sri Bhuvaneshwari Temple is dedicated to Goddess Bhuvaneshwari. The
Kodi Someshwaraswami Temple is dedicated to Lord Shiva. The Sri Gayathri Temple is dedicated to
Goddess Gayathri and the Sri Trinseshwara Temple is dedicated to Lord Shiva (Mysore Palace, 2018).

On Sundays, holidays, for forty-five minutes in the evening, and all ten days of Dusara, the palace is lit. On
Sundays, there are programs for forty-five minutes in the evenings. The old fort is open all days and
evening and is very well protected. The Mysore Palace also hosts six other royal palaces: The
Jayanmohan Palace, JayaLakshmi Vilas Palace, Rajendra Vilas Palace, Lalita Mahal Palace, The
Cheluvamba Palace, and the Krishna Rajendra Vilas Palace (Mysore Palace, 2018).

The Jaganmohan Palace is A Temporary Royal residence, later used by Maharaja Jaya Chamarajendra
Wadiyar, as this is his art gallery. The Jaya Lakshmi Vilas Palace is a folk-art museum, maintained by
Mysore University. The Rajendra Vilas Palace is a private hotel on top of the Chamundi Hills. The palace
was used as a guest palace by the Maharaja’s during their visit to the hills. The Lalita Mahal Palace, now a
five-star hotel, was once used as a palace for British envoys and governors (Mysore Palace, 2018).

The Mysore Palace is beautifully constructed, with several unique rooms and temples, as well as seven
different palaces, making it one of the most beautiful tourist attractions.

Reference

Mysore Palace (2018). Retrieved from
https://lwww.en.wikipedia.org/index.php?titte=mysore_palace&oldid-844811469.
Retrieved on June 7, 2018.

Archana Susarla lives in Vestal, New York. She is a graduate of SUNY Oneonta with a BS in Psychology. She works
with Alzheimer’s patients engaging them with social activity and memory stimulation.
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| survived...!

Sushma Vijayakrishna

When | came across the ‘I Survived...!" book series in my son’s school library, | was disturbed at the very
first sight of seeing them. As my son approached the shelf, | quickly turned my head and pretended to not
pay attention. He started to talk about them, and | distracted him.

At a much later date, | came to know that he was actually borrowing those books and working on them as
part of his reading exercises and book-report projects. It's probably not a big deal, however these books
have real people narrate their experiences of high-level crisis and their survival from them- to quote a few
dramatic ones that include kidnaps, traps and near-death incidents.

Not till recent times, did | learn that this was even an original Television series. As a typical parent with
protective shoes on, | wasn't thrilled at the idea of these books being available in the elementary school
library. | thought it was an added trauma on their young minds and an additional ‘no-sense’ discussion at
the dining table! | condemned my son from reading these books and in a rage of anger/frustration returned
the books to the library right the very next day they came home. He was certainly shocked at my action and
reaction!

Two months later, on a rainy winter evening, | was driving my kids home from a doctor’s appointment. | was
tired from a long day at work, in addition to have taken care of a sick child for three sleepless nights in a
row. | was playing ‘Super Mom'’ that evening in the driver’s seat — trying to drive, google the nearby
pharmacy, turning my head around and checking on the sick kid in the rear seat etc..

In a split second, a huge truck passed by my car and | missed it very narrowly! The truck was large enough
to not fit into a blind spot, and the rain somehow didn’t help in any way!

My heart raced up to may be 200 beats — and | could feel my forehead wet with fear. | tried to swallow my
heart down my throat- that popped into my mouth from the shock. ASAP, | pulled the car onto a shoulder,
got out of my seat, opened the rear door and hugged my kid tight in a protective reflex! The truck just
passed by the same side of the car as my kid’s door. God knows what could have happened! Did | just...
S.U.R.V.LV.E?

For some unknown reason, | had a flash of a good old memory in my mind’s screen that moment. Another
incident | recalled from the past in which | survived from an accident.

Rajalingam — our auto rickshaw driver would sound his ‘balloon’ horn (that's what we called it!) at 8 am
sharp every morning as a signal for getting out to go to school. He would give us rides back and forth
between home and school and this probably happened for about 5 to 6 years. Mom paid him a monthly fare
for this expedition. The 8 am signal was some sort of a military discipline and we would literally jump into
the auto rickshaw in all sorts and shapes!

)]
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That said- one of us would still be biting on our half-finished idly with sugar crystals dropping all over the
floor all the way from the dining table to the auto-rickshaw leaving a trail of red-ants behind to finish up the
rest..(forget the chutney!), one of us probably had one shoe on- and the other in the hand; one of us was
probably forgot our homework on the dining table right next to the water pitcher and would be looking out
for amma to put it away in a safer place!, and would start crying for forgetting to announce that, and one of
us would haven’t had our hair braided by then!

Lingam never looked back to fix any of our ‘haalath’ and would just get ready to lift up his kick rod (the long
one) and start the auto-rickshaw!

Balloon horn

Kick rod
His only goal every morning is to get past the railway crossing at Jamai Osmania junction about 7 minutes

away from my place. This railway crossing like any other would have its own range of unpredictable
schedule issues- accommodating each and every train running late for the day. Hence it was vitally
important for us to cross this gate before the first appointed train at about 8:10 AM. Several times we
missed this deadline and hence ended up enjoying a ‘jhoola’ treat each time on the railway crossing gate!

One Saturday afternoon on our way back home- we crossed this gate and were heading to our first drop off
location. We felt a sudden jerk and before we could react the entire auto rickshaw fell to the side bringing
us all one on top of the other. There was a split-second silence followed by chaos as a reaction. Few folks
came running to lift up the automobile into its original position making us all settle back in-place like
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matchsticks in a matchbox. Some of us sitting towards the outer end sustained small injuries like scratches
and bruises, while the others sitting towards the center were completely safe. | instantly searched for
Lingam, and saw him yelling at nearby folks to arrange for another auto to take us home. He pointed to a
nearby acquaintance to help him drag the auto to a nearby garage for repair.

| had no clue of what just happened- however remained silent till | got home. My maternal great-grand
mother was home at that time and came out to receive us and of course was upset by the sight of clumsy
attire. | quickly went in and put away my things and eagerly jumped behind the front room curtain to hear
what Lingam was to report.

Clearing this throat, he said, “Amma- nothing to worry-! My auto-brake failed- and | intentionally collided
with a nearby closed shutter to avoid head-on collision with an on-coming lorry! All the kids are safe by
God’s grace. Please give the kids some warm milk to calm them down from the shock. | have to attend to
some minor repairs on my auto by Monday for the usual ride. I'll see you later!”. And then he left.

| had my jaw drop for what he just said. | understood what we survived that day! Kudos to our Baahubali-
our very own dear RajaLingam!

This flash memory taught me a small lesson that evening. | think kids ought to be taught about such
situations and explained how to respond as a safety drill (may be not the dramatic way but a more natural
way!).

| am a teacher by profession and an ardent lover of nature by heart. | strongly believe
that our very being is always influenced and improved by observing two important
facts of life: Mother Nature and People!
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Sita Ramachandra Swamy Temple

Archana Susarla

The Sita Ramachandra Swamy Temple is in the town on Bhadrachalam in Telangana state. The Sita
Rama Tirukalyana Mahotsavam (marriage of Rama and Seeta) is the biggest festival, celebrated annually.
Other festivals celebrated here are include Vaikunta Ekadashi, Vasanthotsavam, and Vijayadashami
(Wikipedia, 2018).

The Temple

The temple has three parts: the 1st part is the head of the Bhadra where the Shrine (holy building marked
by divinity or its association to a sacred person) is dedicated to Lord Shiva. The footprints of Rama can be
seen inside on a rock structure. Thirunamam (white clay) is applied to the rock so visitors can recognize it
as Bhadra’s head. The second part of the temple is a sanctum (sacred place within a temple or church)
where the central icon resides on a place considered equivalent to Bhadra’s heart. The third part is the
Rajagopuram (main tower) located at the Bhadra’s feet. The temple has four entrances and fifty steps to
climb to reach the main entrance (Wikipedia, 2018).

Religious Practices

The Sita Ramachandra Swamy Temple follows all traditions of the Sriangam Temple dedicated to
Ranganatha. Narasimha Dasu (person who looked over the temples rituals) introduced Dasavid
Lotsavams (ten kinds of rituals including Nitya Kankaryams (daily rituals), Vaarotsavams (weekly rituals),
Pakshotsavams (fortnightly rituals), and Punarvasu Utsavam (rituals on Punarvasu days). Punarvasu,
derived from puna and vasu, refers to return, renewal, restoration, and repetition. The Supabhata Seva
(pre-dawn) ritual begins at four in the morning, followed by bhalabhogya (minor food offerings from 5:30 to
7:30). From 8:30 to 11:30 in the morning, Archana prayer activities are held. Rajabhogam (main food
offering) is served from 11:30 to noon. The temple closes at noon and re-opens at three pm. Archana
rituals continue where the darbar seva (King’s court ritual) is performed from seven to eight in the evening.
Abhisheka (anointments) is the main performance at Rama’s feet on the rock structure. The ritual is also
performed to Lakshmi, Anjaneya, and Yogananda Narsimha every Friday, Tuesday, and Saturday. The
temple has weekly, monthly, and fortnightly rituals. The Kalyanam (marriage ritual) and Thiruveedi
Utsavam (procession festival) are performed at the Ranganayakula Gutta annually for Ranganatha

Festivals

The Sita Ramachandra Swamy Temple celebrates four major festivals as well as other small festivals. The
four main festivals celebrated here are Vaikuntha Ekadashi, Vasanthosavam, Brahmotsavam, and
Vijayadashami. The Bhadradri Kshethra Mahatyam (importance of Bhadradri) in the Brahma Purana,
devotees seek blessings from Viakunta Rama. The Teppotsavam (float festival) is celebrated where
Hamsarahanam (swan-shaped boat) is sailed across the Godavari River. Teppotsavanam is held at night
below electrical lights and fireworks. On the day of Vaikunta Ekadashi, Rama, Sita, and Lakshmana are
seated on the Garudavahanam (garuda- bird with a mixture of eagle and human features) (vahana- vehicle)
and devotees pass through Vaikunta Dwaram (gate to Vaikunta Ekadashi). The Goda Kalyanam (festival
celebrating the marriage of Lakshmi Devi with Sri Krishna) and the Rahotsavam (chariot festival) form other
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main activities that are important in the twenty-one day long celebration. Vaikunta Ekadashi coincides with
Maha-Sankranti festivals (Wikipedia, 2018).

Vasanthotsavam- Vasanthotsavam is the festival of spring and marks the commencement of preparations
for the annual Brahmotsavam (grand celebration) festival. Vasanthotsavam coincides with Holi and
includes the preparation of mutyala talambralu (talambralu-made of pearls). Talambralu is a mixture of rice
and turmeric used in South- Indian marriage rituals. Natural pearls are mixed with rice, grains, and the
husks are removed with nails and turmeric powder. This mixture is made by hand and is known as Goti
Talambralu (talambralu polished by nails). Rama is decorated by using nine blocks of turmeric powder and
other ingredients. The water used in this process is called Vasantha Theertham. The water is sprinkled on
devotees who then celebrate Holi Dolotsavam (spring ritual), is performed to conclude Vasanthotsavam by
placing the icon on a golden cradle and singing lullabies.

Brahmotsavam- The Brahmotsavam is the chief festival of the temple and is celebrated for twelve days
during March and April. Rama Navami (birthday of Rama) is the main event. Rama’s marriage to Sita was
held on this day. The Brahmotsavam festival is also known as Sri Sita Rama Thirukalyana Mahotsavam.
Vijayadashami is a ten-day festival celebrated in Bhadrachalam. People read the Ramayana for ten days
during the Festival of Yagna. The key events of Dussehra are: the marriage of Rama and Seeta followed
by prayers to his weapons. After the completion of Yagna, Ram is dressed like an emperor and is carried
out in a procession on the vehicle Gaja (elephant) and Aswa (horse). Ram’s conch (the roof of a semi-
circular apse (semi-circular or polygonal recess in a church), (shaped like half a dome), disc, bow, and
mace (heavy club having metal head and spikes) are used as part of the worship. Arrows used for power
that belong to Indra, Yama, Varuna, and Kubera are also part of the worship. The events with the Ramlila
ceremony are conducted at night (Wikipedia, 2018).

Other prominent festivals celebrated in the Bhadrachalam Temple are Hanuman Jayanthi, Sabari Smruti
Yatra, and Dhammakka Seva Yatra. Members of the local tribe wear distinctive head gear and clothing.

People sing and dance to the drum beats and display their archery skills. The main event of Dhammakka
Seva Yatra is the marriage of Govindaraja Swamy and his consorts (companion) (Wikipedia, 2018).

Performers offer flowers to Dhammakka’s statue. They offer Thalambralu in addition to flowers, fruits and
perform traditional dances. Apart from these festivals, the Jayanthi Vasavam (birthday) of Gopanna
Narasimha Dasu are celebrated annually (Wikipedia, 2018).

The Sita Ramachandraswamy Temple, located in Bhadradri Kothagudem District in Telangana, has many
religious festivals dedicated to Lord Vishnu. The Sitarama Thirukalyana Mahotsavam (marriage of Ram and
Seeta) is the biggest annual festival celebrated in this temple (Wikipedia, 2018).

Reference

SitaRamachandraswamy Temple, Bhadrachalam. (2018). Retrieved from
https:/en/Wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=sita_ramachandraswamy_temple_bhadrachalam&oldid=8452794
03. Retrieved on July 2, 2018. (Wikipedia, 2018).

&3
)

ot

o8

A
=Y

108 | =i ¢


https://en/Wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=sita_ramachandraswamy_temple_bhadrachalam&oldid=845279403
https://en/Wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=sita_ramachandraswamy_temple_bhadrachalam&oldid=845279403

A Fractured Globalized Family
Nita Mitra

In this article, | wish to share my thoughts on what | am going through at the fag-end of my life. My husband
has departed from this world for quite some time. | have a son and a daughter. My son lives in America with
my daughter-in-law and my loving grandson. My daughter who used to share my nest has flown away to work
in Bengaluru. Because of these changes, | am now required to navigate my life on my own. | find this to be
quite stressful. | ask myself if | am losing control over my destiny. This stress is leading me towards
depression. | can hardly sleep day or night. | feel scared of how my last days will end. Will | be confined to
bed? Will | lose all abilities to speak and take care of the daily routine of brushing my teeth or going to the
toilet? Who will look after me at this stage? This fear seems to be crippling me.

However, until now, | go for my morning walk and meet my exercise

class associates. Once a week, | still go to the Pensioners’ Association - . ti\ X R LY

of Calcutta University, where | had worked for some years, as 'i‘i 'ﬁ? ® 7} A
Professor of Economics. | retired with some satisfaction of having done ‘\ 2 ® 5 i’i‘ % ’\
my job reasonably well. | go to visit my son in the United States and T ’i‘ ﬁ = f

my niece in the United Kingdom. | also visit my daughter in Bengaluru. e ) i ) %\ﬁ ’i‘ 4

This brings a lot of variety in my life. These joys break the monotony P

and refresh me. | visit my other niece, her husband and their two daughters who live in my own city of Kolkata.
They make me feel most welcome. On occasions they humor me. Sometimes they speak out against the
way | might conduct myself. These things take away my loneliness. | consider myself blessed! | also meet
and interact with my old college friends both in India and America. | feel thankful to God for all these enriching
experiences. The sum of having a fractured family and scattered friends, indeed brings me a lot of happiness.

| do not envy others who have a well-knit family and a close circle of friends living nearby. They may lack the
freedom to move about the world as | do. They may be confined to one place, for instance due to the necessity
of tending to their grandchildren, taking them to and from their schools, private lessons, extra-curricular
activities, and so on. There are others who must live in abusive relationships, characterized by drug abuse,
domestic violence, and the like. Unlike me, there people have neither the freedom nor the agency to control
their own lives.

Therefore, the moot question is this: Is a fractured, globalized family like mine better or is a tight-knit family
with all members living in proximity better? The answer is indeed complicated, and | suspect it depends on
the personality. | leave it to my readers to find their own answers to the
question.

Nita Mitra is a Former Professor of Economics
| University of Calcutta. She now lives in Kolkata and loves to travel & read.
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Dreams
Bulu Dey

The dream came back again. Whenever Nina tries to sleep, not too late, but tired, the dream comes
back. It really does not disturb her. She kind of likes the people she sees. She can’t recall their names but
faces...she doesn't find them strange, but strangely familiar. In fact, she would love to spend some time with
them in her waking hours, but she knows it was not possible.

The house was also familiar, but she knows she had never seen it. She sees them from the door
way, from across the courtyard. The eldest of them, the 7hakurma, the lady in white Saree, sitting on the
cemented floor. There was such a sweet, benign smile on her face, the assurance seemed to travel to her
physically. ..!' There was another woman, sitting and braiding a younger woman's long black hair...The
shadows of the falling dusk was making it difficult to see their faces. They were talking in low voices. Nina
could not hear anything but the murmurs. She tried desperately to catch the bahu's eyes, wanted to strike up

a conversation. But they just wouldn’t meet her eyes.

She remembered the high-water container, with crystal clear water,
now dark with the evening shadows.

Has she come here as a child? Has she played around on
this courtyard, then who with?

She knew through the open door if you entered the main house, there
would be a darkish staircase. The bannister, smooth with use. She still
could slide down the stairs. Though she herself is 60 now. Then the women,
how come they are still so young even now.? Some things are not quite adding

up.
Suddenly the quiet harmony was shattered by a high-pitched sound of conch shell...Nina shivered.

It was getting cold...The air suddenly filled with the smell of incense. She took a deep breath. It's only
Sandhya, the evening ritual of Sandhya Pradeep.

Nina turned in her sleep. Told to herself, | must reduce the AC. But did not get up.

She took one step forward but stopped. The old lady got up in alarm...panic-
stricken but did not look at her. Nina took the other step, hoping the younger ones
would look at her...but the atmosphere changed.

The air, filled with acrimony, some male voices, arguing loudly, not to be 3!
seen though... it's almost dark. | must turn back. Nina thought. She looked out for her \d i
car...but how would her car enter this narrow gully? And this by lane, although people !
are hurrying home now, each to their home, no cars were there...

Nina now started to panic. How is she to get home? Her cell phone could not [ { :\.5,
{4 £ ¥
\}L. P

connect to her driver.
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Nina woke up with a jerk...She couldn't make out where she was...the familiar bed room, the
large mirror by the side of the bed...the bathroom door...She gingerly took a step down and entered
the bathroom, flooded with light...the beautiful lines of the tiles...bathed in light ...she steadied herself by
holding the counters. And as every day, looked at herself in the mirror. The woman looking back at her
looked vaguely familiar...the one braiding the daughter’s hair? Nina looked at her. The woman returned her
look, unfaltering, steady gaze, holding Nina's eyes...and that’s when the sharp chest pain hit her....

Nina now took two more steps and crossed the threshold. The i
courtyard was semi dark. The open-door way, leading to the inside of
the house, exactlythe same as she pictured in her mind. S
There were rooms both sides of the staircase. The acrid smell of cooking
greeted her.... some tempering or the other...Nina now felt quite at [
home...Though nobody was there to greet her...she felt their presence.
Behind closed doors. Voices, and hurried urgent steps...someone s ill in ]
one of the rooms. Terminally ill. Which room, Nina started climbing -
the stairs. First floor was high...so many stairs, she held on to
the bannister, the same smooth feeling of the past...Which room?

Suddenly the women and three men were there. In front of a door, on the head of the stairs. Same
clothing as yesterday. The bahu opened the large door, Nina walked in, as if on a queue. A sick
bed..some nurses hovering around the bed. The bahulooked at her..same steady gaze.
Nina looked around. She was not at all surprised to see that the room was her own very bedroom. The
bathroom door lay ajar, just as she leftit. It's her own bathroom. She looked down at the empty bed, there
was only one thing for her to do...She quietly but swiftly lowered herself on the bed and laid down....

Bulu Dey lives in New Delhi, India. She is a retired manufacturer / exporter of
lady’s special occasion dresses. She has always been interested in colors and
creative things. Growing flowers is her passion.
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The golden opportunity
Aditi Ganguly

At last we shifted to Feroze Shah Rd, hutments. Lots of friends and a huge ground to play. Baba
gave the flat a rose garden and more privacy. | used to go around the hutments in search of friends who
don't come to play. | found her in one of the flats a quiet, demure looking and sad eyed. She said she lived
with her Jethima after her mother and father died in an accident. | was devastated she was seven or eight
years old while | was about ten.
| felt drawn to her - little things like sweets, biscuits | used to preserve for her. While she ate | talked to her
Jethima. She also took a liking for me.

Jethima liked achaar (Pickles) and | stole some out of Amma’s hideout. Gradually our friendship
flourished, and she was allowed to come to my house. | had a doll's house which was filled with bathing
tubs to almirahs. When my friend saw the house, her eyes glowed up with joy and she peered into every
nook and corner to enjoy the thrill and excitement. | asked her how many doll's she had. She kept quiet. |
realized my mistake and said | will get her some toys.

Our school celebrated Christmas and gave us gifts. As | had done well in my exam mother called
me and asked me what | wanted. | said a boy doll.

On Christmas day | unfolded my parcel and received the most beautiful boy doll | had ever seen. Years
later my elder son was born on Christmas day. My friend murmured on seeing my gift "you are very lucky ".
My friend's sad plight sometimes wanted me to buy her toys but money from parents in the post-
Independence period was a rare item. So, | thought about a plan. | would her my old dolly and have a doll's
marriage complete with dinner served at our house.

Dinner invitations were made, and each invitee came with a gift
from brooches, chips to household items for the dolly's. After
the wedding although as per ritual | would inherit everything ...1
intended to give everything to my friend.

When my other friends heard this, they called me a fool to give
away all the presents and other things. Little did they that | was
waiting for this golden opportunity to give her a chance to play
with toys.

When | rushed back home after giving her the toys and jumped
into the arms of my mother and sister & grandfather. | knew |
had done right ... there is more pleasure in giving than taking.

Aditi Ganguly lives in Kolkata. She is a Mother, and a grandmother. She derived her
emotional strength and confidence from the teachings of her eminent professors in
college and Irish dedicated sisters in school. Aditi has friends all over the country and
abroad. She loves to live. Writing is her hobby
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Tirupati
Archana Susarla

Tirupati is a city in the state of Andhra Pradesh. Tiru means “sacred” and pathi means “husband”. The
population of Tirupati was 374, 000 in 2011, making it the most heavily populated city in Andhra Pradesh
(Tirupati, 2018). Today, the population has increased to 459, 985. Tirupati, known as the spiritual capital of
Andhra, is the holiest Hindu Pilgrimage site, because of Tirumala Venkateshwara Temple as well as other
temples (Tirupati, 2018).

History

Tirupati was an established town in the fifth century A.D. and was built and upgraded by various kingdoms.
The temple has inscriptions written in Sanskrit, Telugu, Tamil, and Kannada. During the fifteenth century,
Sri Tallapakka Annamacharya (a great composer), sung many songs in Telugu, praising the Town of
Tirupati. Tirupati is said to be divine and includes rocks, streams, trees, and animals, and is said to be
heaven on earth (Tirupati, 2018).

Lower Tirupati

Until 1500, people did not settle in Lower Tirupati. After 1130 C.E. (current era), the village grew around
the Govindaraja Swamy Temple, which is now the heart of the city and a popular tourism place (Tirupati,
2018).

Flora and Fauna (Sri Venkateshwara National Park)

Tirupati holds the Sri Venkateshwara National Park. The park consists of fifteen-hundred vascular plant
species. Some plants commonly found in Tirupati are the Red Sanders, Shorea Talura, Shorea
Thumburggaia, Terminalia Pallida, Sandalwood, Suzygium Alternifolium, and Psilotum Nudum. The Cycus
Beddomei is found in the Tirumala Hills. The Venkateshwara National Park is home to one-hundred
seventy-eight species of birds. Some birds found in the park are the yellow-throated bulbul, grey-fronted
green pegion, the oriental white-backed vulture, the large-hawk cuckoo, blue-faced malkoa, yellow-
browned bulbul, Indian scimictar babbler, and the Loten’s sunbird. The park is also a home to predators
such as leopards and wild dogs, as well as the gliding lizard and golden gecko (Tirupati, 2018).

Tirupati Zoo

The Tirupati Zoo, known as the Sri Venkateswara Zoological Park is the second largest zoo in Asia,
covering five-thousand five-hundred acres. The animals exhibited are those mentioned in Ramayana,
Mahabharata, and Panchatantra. The Tirupati zoo, hosts several tigers, bears, elephants, peafowls, the
Grey Pelican, the marshal crocodile, and the starred tortoise. Other animals in the Tirupati zoo are reptiles,
deer, birds, monkey’s, and lions (Tirupati, 2018).

Culture

Tirupati celebrates all Hindu festivals including Sankranti, Ugadi, Janmastami, Shivratri, Ganesh Chaturthi,
Diwali, Ram Navami, and Karthik Poornima, among others. Annually, the carnival, Ganga Jatara is
celebrated for one week in May honoring Goddess Gangamma. Rathasaptami, celebrated in February, is
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when Venkateswara’s Deity is taken in procession around the temple on seven different vahana’s (animals
used as vehicles) from morning to evening. Krishna Janmastami is also a major festival in Tirupati. The
Lotus Temple is illuminated with lamps and paintings. Celebrations include prayers to Lord Krishna,
Utlotsavam, Annamayya, Kirtana, alpana, and Geetha Parayanam (Tirupati, 2018).

The Gokulashtami Ashtanam (birth of Krishna) celebration takes place in Tirupati at the Tirumala
Venkateswara Temple. Prayers are offered to cows, horses, and elephants. In Kapila Theertam, Shivratri
and Karthik Poornima are the most auspicious occasions (Tirupati, 2018).

Tirupati is a sacred city in Andhra Pradesh, built in the fifth century. It is known for its beautiful parks, zoos,
culture, and most importantly, the Tirupati Temple. Tirupati’s large population is known for celebrating
festivals in very grand ways (Tirupati, 2018).

Reference

Tirupati (2018). Retrieved from
https://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Tirupatioldid=848580588.
Retrieved July 2, 2018.

114 | sz fas8 3¢


https://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Tirupatioldid=848580588

Assimilating into Multicultural America
Sankar Chanda

Assimilation is as old as Migration, and both are as old as the human race itself. The term
Assimilation is often used synonymously with Integration and Adjustment. It is defined as the process of
taking in and fully understanding the information and ideas pertaining to one’s adoptive country, for the sake
of blending in. The necessary condition for this is, of course, to have an open mind, free of preconceived
opinions that are formed without reason or actual experience. In other words, one must rid the psyche of
unquestioning beliefs that have once been drilled in as incontrovertibly true.

The phrase, “When in Rome, do as the Romans do”, attributed to St. Ambrose, in Latin, “Si fueris
Romae, Romano vivito more”, exhorts the immigrant to respect the laws and customs of the host community.
That certainly does not imply the negation of one’s own heritage. America is the “Melting Pot” of different
cultures orbiting the core American ideas, customs, and social behavior. Minorities may preserve their
civilization, influence the indigenous one, and be influenced by it. The outward deportment of settlers
eventually begins to resemble the demeanor and decorum of the host group.

Conforming to the local practices and perceptior)s when Ii\{rirnig abroad is armark gf respect and has

many benefits. To start with, one needs to integrate ] = R
: . . S I'm having trouble picking up *
with other frameworks and environments in order to == on social cues and reading
. Ly between the lines.

expand the mind. Then again, it is a great way to
make friends with people of native ethnicities. And, in
any case, it helps to learn about the local history and
way of life. Customs, traditions, and religious
practices can all be assimilated between two or more
cultures living in a nation state. Switzerland, China,
and India are good examples of plurality.

\ \ Historically, Christianity assimilated many
JdE =00 T4 i

ngﬁﬂgv&tu&uﬂs” pagan customs and ceremonies in its mosaic. It
ALl cultures coexist adopted the polytheistic holy days such as Yule and

the Spring Equinox, or Ostara, and claimed them as
Christmas and Easter. It continued with the heathen
custom of decorating fir trees at Christmas, and
| celebrated the symbols of fertility at Easter such as
Easter eggs. Again, when Rome conquered Greece,

|
ASSIMILATION Romans personalized the Greek gods. As examples,

EVeryone adop’cs a0k el kab oz Zeus, the ruler of the gods, became Jupiter,
Poseidon, god of the sea, was renamed Neptune, and

Hades was redesignated as Pluto.
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In America, one may recognize assimilation in speech as well. In the North East, there is a distinctive
nasal accent. Within that wide group, a Boston accent differs from a Brooklyn accent, but both are identifiable
in the larger North-Eastern accent. This happens when neighboring communities influence one another’s
way of speaking. Such linguistic assimilation is most noticeable in the use of popular slang. Proximate
populations usually have varied slang words for the same things. During travel from one place to another,
over time, itis common to pick up on and assimilate one’s own language with the new slang or dialect.

Statistical assimilation refers to the data gathered over a period of time so as better understand the larger
picture under study. Such assimilated information allows the researcher to better savvy how things work in
the all-inclusive arena. A collected input may be assimilated into the model to become part of the mechanism
by which all subsequent events are interpreted. This applies to the early immigrants into America, who have
since become part of the benchmark or barometer of Americanness.

Cultural assimilation takes place when members
of minority groups, including immigrants and indigenous
clans, come to resemble those of the preeminent societal
class. The change may be quick or gradual depending on .
the circumstances, readiness and elasticity of individuals. |
Full assimilation is marked by alikeness with the presiding
category. Whether it is desirable for a given group to
assimilate is often debated by members of both the .«
minority and majority aggregations. After all, cultural
assimilation does not guarantee social bonding. ST

Is this “Closing The Gap” ?

TRol ..
DoM CONTROL ConTROL CONTROL

\FREE

A person may voluntarily accept a different culture because of its political relevance or its perceived
superiority. The Latin language and Roman culture have been over centuries internalized by people colonized
by Ancient Rome.

However, cultural assimilation may be spontaneous or forced. A richer or stronger group can coercively
absorb subjugated cultures.
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"Since your crime was so politically
correct, I'm sentencing you
to a multicultural prison."

The term assimilation is nowadays mostly used with
regard to settlers in a new land who try to gel with the
natives through communication. But this is not a one-way
street. There is an ongoing process of building an unified
culture, through mutual contact and accommodation. The

' modern phenomenon is multiculturalism in a global
| context, that is not restricted to geographical borders. For

instance, a shared language enables people to study and
work internationally, without being constrained by cultural
contours. People of different nationalities create unity in
diversity in an universal experience with ingredients from

different regions. Traditions from distinctive areas thus affect one another.

Many of our beliefs are not as absolute as we

may think them to be. Is our mother the world’s best
chef? Does our culture comprise the tastiest cuisine?
Is our way of greeting people the most gracious? We
see people shaking hands, or bowing, or pecking
cheeks, or bringing the palms together and bowing. It
is expedient not to insist we are “right’ and other

cultures are wrong about these things.

Immigrant assimilation is largely determined by socio-

[ToF! ;
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“Diversity is a big thing here.
We even have one guy who likes his job!”

economic standing, spatial distribution, second language
attainment, and intermarriage. William A.V. Clark defines it as "a
way of understanding the social dynamics of American society
and that it is the process that occurs spontaneously and often
unintended in the course of interaction between majority and
minority groups." Acculturation is the process of social,
psychological, and cultural change that stems from coalescing
perceptions and practices.



The United States absorbed about 24 million aliens
between 1880 and 1920. The early part of the 21st century
witnessed large-scale migrations that impacted society and
the immigrants themselves. Henry Pratt Fairchild relates 4%
American assimilation with Americanization. By sharing their
experiences and histories, people fuse into the common
cultural life. “So we agree: having attained diversity, we

must now categorise, coordinate,
and consolidate it."

The status of immigrants in terms of class, racial, and ethnic characteristics is often not specifically
defined, and expatriates may have more influence to demarcate their position. Importantly, institutional
arrangements, such as legal aid bureaus and social organizations, may reduce racial segregation, and
enhance assimilation, among émigrés and native-born people. Waters and Jimenez have speculated that
these agencies may influence assimilation and the way researchers assess the process.

Assimilation can be a great learning experience. It helps us to empathize with the locals and to
understand their way of viewing the world. We gain new and wise ideas, learn helpful habits, get a different
perspective on life, and expand our horizons. By not isolating ourselves from the denizens we show that we
are not so different from them after all. Needless to add, adherence to the laws is pragmatically important.

A four-legged animal. 1 Moveontothe| Politeness suggests participation in other people’s customs. It may
That's a cute Accomodation| be by way of joining in a family meal, or other social activities. By
fluffy dog.. W slagelamal valuing the local culture, we demonstrate and acknowledge that our
Uil g QCAT! background is not necessarily better than theirs. In some hot
countries, locals have a midday nap to avoid getting caught in the
sun. In some cold countries people dine early as it gets dark sooner.
It is expedient to adapt the body to the climate.

stage) P Kf’ ;

Instinct tells us to avoid parts of town that locals do not speak well about, or to eat at the
restaurants recommended by neighbors, or head out to popular haunts. Following the dwellers’ lead is

always advisable. They have lived there longer and can let us in on all of the important secrets.
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One may conclude that there are many different
ways of understanding life — and of living it too!
Above all, there can be Oneness Without
Sameness.

CONGRATULAT|ONS !
IT'S A SPORK.

Sankar Chanda is a dreamer, learner and writer from Kolkata, India.
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The Resurrection
Asish Mukherjee

The night was rather dark. Rain fell in a monotonous drizzle and gushed down the overflowing gutters as
Ramesh came up the escalators of Tollygunge Metro station. Unwillingly, he stepped out on the uneven
pavement and tried to find his step between the numerous muddy puddles.

“No hope of a taxi, | will have to walk” he thought angrily, while he turned up his coat collar and snapped
open his umbrella. Not a star was visible in the sullen sky. The blue and white street lamps created eerie
orbs of light in the smoggy air as though trying to pry into the nocturnal secrets of the rain-drenched city.
With a grunt, he made up his mind to start his mile-long walk down Southern Avenue.

“Why on earth did | get myself into this spot?” Ramesh wanted to kick himself.

“Why did | respond so quickly to a shadow from the past | want to forget? Will the past
dog me till the end?” he muttered to himself.

Ramesh was still tired from jetlag. He had barely landed at the airport a few hours
ago, left his luggage at a friend’s place and hopped on the Metro. The beating rain
wetting his face, and the muddy splash from passing cars were stark departures from
his comfortable midwestern life in suburban Michigan. Nonetheless, unlike most
people he was living the life of an exile pursued by a fearsome past. As he trudged
along the familiar road, his thoughts drifted back to the many times he had walked this
path in his easy youth. Despite his damp surroundings, he felt a strange warmth that
only memories can bring.

Ramesh had got admitted to a premier college in Eastern India. He reveled in his
achievement and excelled in academic performance. By the time he had finished his master's Degree, he
was considered a top-notch student in Nuclear Physics. Life was good.

And then he saw the newspaper ad that would change his life!

If only he had known!

He looked up and wondered, “is there as unseen power that threads a new bead on the string of life every
day, and we wait like faceless tin soldiers for our daily assignment?”

Ramesh stumbled over a pothole in the driving rain, and a lonely street dog started howling at the purple sky.

“Applications invited from students with exceptional academic background for internship at Saha Institute of
Nuclear Research in a project of national importance” said the ad in a prestigious newspaper. Ramesh lost
no time in applying and faced no difficulty in getting selected.

“Hi there” said man in his thirties, “I am Shantanu, just started as a technician. Glad to meet you.”

Ramesh looked up at a good-looking tall man, with firm lines in his face that spoke of worldliness beyond his
years, and a downward twist of a corner of his mouth that gave his smiles a rakish air.

“‘Hello, | am Ramesh, | am a physicist’

“Who has not heard of you in this institute?” said Shantanu. “I'll be honored to have you as a friend.”
Shantanu was born in a rich family and lacked no luxuries as a child. In his early teens, his father - a
successful investment banker, was convicted of insider trading and sentenced to a long prison term.
Santanu’s world fell apart, and he has ever since been watching the pleasures of life pass him by, pleasures
he once had.
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Ramesh had always been a loner and a scholar; the place of a friend was
vacant in his heart so far. Shantanu filled this void quickly. He was always at
his side to share both his happiness and his anxieties and lend a helping hand.
And thus, began a rich friendship between the two young men.

Over the next one year, Ramesh worked hard and achieved spectacular
results. One day he received a call from the director of the institute.

He knocked softly and opened the door of the director’s office a crack.

“May | come in sir?” he said nervously, wondering what was in store.

“Sit down” said Mr. Das, waving at a plush chair.

“We are not only impressed by your academic ability, but your hard work too.
We have decided to trust you with a top-secret project.”

Mr. Das eyed Ramesh carefully for a few seconds, and then asked, “what is , |
your concept of antimatter?”. o R
This was easy for Ramesh. He answered promptly, “antimatter is a substance o
made of sub-atomic particles with charges and quantum properties opposite those of normal matter particles.
When matter and antimatter are brought together both are annihilated in a tremendous explosion.”

“Good, so you can guess that matter-antimatter reaction will be the most efficient energy source ever
developed, and NASA is close to developing antimatter driven spacecraft”

“Our government had decided to explore the feasibility of converting our nuclear plants to antimatter powered
ones. This will reduce the risk of nuclear fallout and offset the expense with higher energy yield for industry.”
Ramesh listened mesmerized.

“You realize of course, that this project has serious military implications, and needs to be guarded as top
secret”.

Ramesh left the office with his head in the clouds. He did not notice Shantanu waiting for him till he felt a tap
on his shoulder.

“What was that about? Is everything OK?”

“All'is well. Das assigned me to a new project.”

“Really? What about?”

“| will tell you later” said Ramesh. He saw Shantanu’s face fall at this rebuttal.
“‘Darn, | have to maintain secrecy” thought Ramesh unhappily.

Suddenly a rich jewel dropped into the string of beads in Ramesh’s life.

Ranita used to come to college in a shiny black Audi. She used to carry a Luis
Vuitton bag and take her friends out to lunch in Park Street. Her clothes were
made by boutique designers which were every girl’s dream. She almost matched
Byron’s description “all that is best in” rich “and bright, meet in her aspect and her
eyes.” Ramesh looked upon her as a person from the other side.

Ranita was far beyond Ramesh’s known world. She was the wave of an ocean
that flooded his soul with pearly shells. But like an ocean she seemed
unconquerable and remote. She used to hang out with a few select friends in the
gardens, which did include Shantanu. The lush green fields of this famous institute
started to attract Ramesh more than its dark laboratories.

Shantanu continued to remain his best friend. He was the first to stand by Ramesh’s side on the terrible day
his father expired, and the first to congratulate him with an expensive gift when he received an award from
the institute. He had Ramesh’s complete confidence and knew fully well how he worshiped Ranita.
Interestingly, he kept cajoling Ramesh to advance the relationship further. Ramesh was hesitant, he was
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happy to admire her from a distance. To him she was a Greek God come to earth, a gust of west wind in his
monotonous life.

Goaded on by Shantanu, he finally decided to communicate his feelings to Ranita. It was a hard job, as he
himself was not sure what exactly they were. He was an avid reader, so he delved into literature and came
up with a poem that expressed his distant admiration. It was called “A Letter to Maria Gisborne” by Shelley.
He sent this to her by email.

The response was disdainful.

“Poets like you are best described as overgrown kids” Ranita replied. “I will remind you that there are laws
against workplace harassment, hope you will keep it in mind.”

Ramesh felt humiliated but took it in his stride. When he related this to Shantanu, he was surprised to see
his reaction. The lines of his face break into vicious rage.

“Maybe that’s the sign of a true friend” thought Ramesh.

“ will fix that tart”, hissed Shantanu.

And then came the fateful day.

Ramesh came into the office early one morning, and found his computer broken into. Someone had hacked
into it and presumably stolen all his work! His password was not working, and all his files were corrupt. The
network was kept disconnected from Internet for security while sensitive experiments were on progress, so
the job was certainly based on local collusion. The Institute blamed Ramesh as the prime suspect.

His happy days had had come to a grinding halt. He was dismissed in disgrace. The Ministry of External
Affairs felt his to be a threat to national security and launched a CBI (Central Bureau of Investigation) inquiry.
Ramesh stopped at a lone tea shop by the roadside. He held out a chit of paper with an address he had got
on Facebook.

“Brother, can you tell me where this is?”

“Do you want some tea?” the shop-owner asked.

“No’

“People think | am an information center” The tired man grabbed the paper with his sweaty hands and
regarded the address without interest.

“A mile straight down the road, you will see a bright sign saying South View Residency, it is a thirty storied
building”

Ramesh thanked the corrupt political leaders who could bypass law enforcement agencies. With the help of
a MLA (Member of Legislative Assembly- a lawmaker), his travel documents to USA were approved. With
his brilliant academic records, he was able to find a research assistant's job at the University of Michigan.
Now he had a small Toyota car, rented a single bedroom apartment and overall had a quiet daily life.

But every day feltlike an exile. Every time he heard a knock on the door, he was afraid it might be the Interpol.
He had no clue where his life was headed.

Three years had gone by. It seemed his life was on hold till one day he was surprised by a note that came
through Facebook Messenger.

“Ranita wishes to meet you at South View Residencies, Apt 23 G, Kolkata ASAP.”

“Does proud Ranita wish to humiliate me further”, Ramesh thought with revulsion.

Finally, the bright signage of the apartment building came into site. Ramesh entered the reception and
remorsefully looked at the puddles his dripping umbrella was making on the floor.
“Brother, | need to see Ms. Ranita Sen in apartment 23 G”

&3
)
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The attendant regarded him from head to foot and was apparently satisfied with his Tommy Hilfiger shirt and

Levis jeans, because he waved his hand to the nearest elevator without further questions.

A musical doorbell went off as Ramesh pressed the button, and the door was opened by a middle-aged

governess.

“Ms. Sen is expecting me”

“Oh, itis rather late, do you have an appointment?”

“No, tell her Ramesh Chatterji is here.”

Ramesh regarded this lady more closely now. She seemed to be the ugliest specimen of the fair sex, that he

has ever seen. The left side of her face was contorted with scars, and the corner of her mouth was drawn

down giving it the appearance of a grimace.

“‘Please take a seat, | will bring you some tea.”

Ramesh sat on a comfortable couch and waited.

After twenty minutes, she returned.

“Madame has already gone to bed, please give her a few minutes.” She laid a cup of tea and some pastries

on a coffee table.

“Sir, please let me have your jacket. It is dripping wet. Let me dry it for you, while you wait.”

Another half hour went by, Ramesh’s temper was rising.

The governess returned with his jacket dried and neatly ironed.

‘| am very sorry Sir, but madame says she will not be able to see you tonight.”

Ramesh could not believe his ears, after all the hassles he has gone through to get here tonight!

“Did you tell her | came from USA just to see her?”

‘| did Sir, but she said she is too sleepy, she did say you may try another day.”

“How very kind of her!” Ramesh almost hollered.

He left the apartment in a fit of rage and stamped down a couple of floors before he stopped for the elevator.

“Proud Ranita, haughty ad conceited as always. | should have known!”

Ramesh kicked a stone out of the way and walked rapidly down the street.

The rain had stopped, and taxis were out on the streets, slowing down for late passengers like birds swooping

down on their preys.
: Ramesh put his hand in his jacket pocket to get his wallet and check whether he

had cash for a cab fare. He felt an unfamiliar object. It was an envelope!

“The maid must have put it there by mistake when she was ironing”, Ramesh was

aghast.

He sat down on a bench by the lonely shore of adjoining Dhakuria Lake and opened

the envelope. There was a letter and a flash drive. Ramesh started reading in the

faint glow of the streetlamp.

“I'm glad that you did not recognize me. | have been waiting all these three years to return a precious

possession of yours. My face is the price | paid for it.

Shantanu was a spy planted by a foreign agency to gather your data. | was his paid agent. All the riches |

displayed were ill gotten.

| had rebuffed you in those days, as | wanted to save you from his trap, but | did not

succeed. | stole all your data but could not bring myself to give it to Shantanu. He

threatened me with murder, and when | still did not comply, he threw acid on me.

| live every day of my life waiting for violent death. It means a lot to me that | have

been able to return your research before | get run over by a truck. Please use the

flash drive to clear your name and return to USA as an upright man.”

Bye, Ranita.
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The drops falling from the overhead tree had blurred the ink, but Ramesh could still make out a few lines at
the end of the letter, quoted from the poem he had once emailed.

1 (Memory) know the past alone-but summon home
My sister Hope, -she speaks of all to come.’

But |, an old diviner, know well

Every false verse of that sweet oracle” (P.B. Shelley)

Ramesh looked at the grey sky and whispered to himself “do the rules of God follow
different path than those devised by Man?”
The signage of the apartment shone bright.

Asish Mukherjee lives in Ohio, he is a surgeon by profession. Asish loves to read and write
about travel.
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Greater Binghamton Bengali Association: 2018

Committees Participating Members
Finance Utpal Roychowdhury, Dilip Hari, Pranab Datta, Samir Biswas.
Publicity Utpal Roychowdhury, Pranab Datta, Dilip Hari, Samir Biswas, Ashim Datta, Parveen

Paul, Aniruddha Banerjee, Manas Chatterji.

Puja Magazine

Pradipta Chatterji, Utpal Roychowdhury, Ashim Datta.

Puja Website

Utpal Roychowdhury.

Puja Ayojan

Amol Banerjee (Priest), Aniruddha Banerjee, Vaswati Biswas, Sheema
Roychowdhury, Damayanti Ghosh, Dipa Dasgupta, Pradipta Chatterji, Anasua Datta,
Abha Banerjee, Maitrayee Ganguly, Dipali Banerjee.

Prasad & Bhog

Anasua Datta, Vaswati Biswas, Damayanti Ghosh, Pradipta Chatterji, Sheema
Roychowdhury, Parveen Paul.

Decoration

Vaswati Biswas, Parveen Paul, Pritam Das, Hiren & Dipali Banerjee, Dipa Dasgupta.

Lunch & Dinner

Dilip Hari, Subal Kumbhakar, Aniruddha Banerjee, Ashim Datta, Pritam Das, Abha
Banerjee.

Pratima Transfer to
ICC & Back

Samir Biswas, Aniruddha Banerjee, Pritam Das.

Local Artist Cultural
Program

Utpal Roychowdhury.

Invited Artist Cultural
Program

Dilip Hari.

Audio-visual Setup &
Stage Management

John Kanazawich.

Hall Management

Samir Biswas, Dilip Hari, Ashim Datta, Sheema Roychowdhury, Maitrayee Ganguly.

Reception

Utpal Roychowdhury, Samir Biswas.

Cross Functional
Coordination

Utpal Roychowdhury, Pranab Datta, Dilip Hari, Samir Biswas.

Patrons & Donors

Subimal & Sudipta Chatterjee, Manas & Pradipta Chatterji, Kanad & Indrani Ghosh,
Subhash & Swapnila Das, Hiren & Dipali Banerjee, Sumit & Sudeshna Ray.
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Greater Binghamton Bengali Association: 2018
Saturday, October 20, 2018

Durga Puja Programs

Morning Session:

8:00 AM - 12:30 PM Puja (Pushpanjali at 12:15 PM)

12:30 PM - 12.45 PM Prasad

12:45 PM — 1:45 PM Vegetarian Lunch

2:00 PM - 2:30 PM Dashami Puja + Pushpanjali + Bisharjan

2:30 PM - 3:00 PM Sindoor Utsab + Bijoya + Dhak

| 3:00 PM — 6:00 PM | Break (volunteers assemble in ICC at 5:45 PM)
Evening Session:
6:00 PM — 6:30 PM Sandhya Aarti
6:30 PM - 6:50 PM Dhunuchi Dance
7:00 PM - 7:25 PM Local Talents Showcase (Youngsters)
7:25 PM - 7:55 PM Local Talents Showcase (Adults)
8:00 PM — 9:00 PM Dinner
9:10 PM -11:40 PM Invited Artist (Torsha Sarkar)
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The Greater Binghamton Bengali
Association (GBBA)

Takes great pleasure to announce

the Classical Sarod Recital by

Apratim Majumdar.

Venue: India Cultural Centre Date: November 10, 2018
1595 NYS RT 26, Vestal, NY Time: 4:00 PM - 6:30 PM
13850

Ticket: $10 per person
.

Sarod virtuoso Apratim Majumdar is a thinking musician and a creative Sarod Player
- a composer of very special quality. He represents a remarkable combination of
talent restraint and aplomb. Apratim's inspiring recital is marked by melodic
fluidity, enthusiasm and expert craftsmanship.

Excerpt from ‘Hindu’.
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Greater Binghamton Bengali Association (GBBA)

October 20, 2018

Durga Puja Programs
Gbbapuja.webs.com

Pre-dinner Cultural Program
Yoq.mgs?ers - 7:00 PM - 7:25 PM

Amritakshi Sanyal: Recitation
Ananta Banerjee: Keyboard
Sureeta Das: Dance

Aditya Banerjee: Keyboard
Arpan Dasgupta: Keyboard

Ol W

Adults - 7:30 PM - 7:55 PM

Smaraki Mohanty: Dance
Arnab Dasgupta: Tagore Song
Pradipta Chatterji: Discourse
Pooja Chitwadgi: Dance

Babla Bogam: Vocal

9w

Post-dinner Cultural Program

Torsha Sarkar
Indian Idol - 2004
Second Runner up

Morning Session:

8:00 AM —12:30 PM  Puja (Anjali at 12:15 PM)

12:30 PM -1245PM Prasad

1:00 PM — 2:00 PM  Vegetarian Lunch

2:00 PM— 2:30PM Dashami Puja + Pushpanjali +

Bisharjan
2:30 PM — 3:00 PM Sindoor Utsab + Bijoya +
Dhak

3:00 PM — 6:00 PM Break (volunteers meetin ICC
at 5:45 PM)

Evening Session:

6:00 PM — 6:30 PM Sandhya Aarti
6:30 PM — 6:50 P Dhunuchi Dance

7:00 PM — 7:25 PM Local Talents Showcase —
Youngsters

7:30 PM — 7:55 PM Local Talent Showcase-Adults

8:00 PM — 9:00 PM Dinner
9:10 PM —11:40 PM Invited Artist

(Torsha Sarkar)

Special Announcement
GBBA

Takes great pleasure to announce
Sarod Recital by

Venue: India Cultural Centre

1595 NYS RT 26, Vestal, NY 13850
Date: November 10, 2018

Time: 4:00PM - 6:30PM
Ticket: $10 per person

Sarod virtuoso Apratim Majumdar is a
creative Sarod Player - a composer of
very special quality. Apratim's inspiring
recital is marked by melodic fluidity,
enthusiasm and expert craftsmanship.

Excerpt from 'Hindu'.

Puja Contributions:
$25 per person (Morning Session: Puja+Lunch);
Patrons: $325/family, Donors: $100/family

$30 per person (Evening Session: Dinner+ Entertainment);

$10 Full time student $10(12-18 Years)

$45 per person (Entire Program)
Free admission for children (12 years or less)







	Anjali-2018 Cover Pages 1 and 2
	COMPLETED  ANJALI 2018 - Magazine - web
	Anjali-2018 Cover Pages 3 and 4

