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Bible Whodunits
A Game of Fun & Bible Knowledge

Rules and Guidelines

Players: 2 or more. A moderator is optional.

Age Level: 8 to adult

Objective: Earn the most points by gathering chips

Materials Needed:
•	 50 Bible Whodunit Cards
•	 Answer Sheets
•	 Chips, timeline flags, and smartphone cards
•	 Scissors
•	 SmartPhone (optional; see our section on “For Use with a SmartPhone”)
•	 Bible Timeline (optional; see our section on “For Use with a Bible Timeline”)

Preparation for the Basic Game:
1.	 Print out all 50 Bible Whodunit Cards, Answer Sheet, and Chips.
2.	 Cut the cards and chips. Staple the Answer Sheet with the pages in order.
3.	 Place the EASY, INTERMEDIATE and ADVANCED level cards in separate piles after shuf-

fling, upside down, in the middle of the table.
•	 Cards 1-20 are the EASY level.
•	 Cards 21 to 35 are the INTERMEDIATE level.
•	 Cards 36 to 50 are the ADVANCED level.

4.	 Place the chips in separate piles on the playing table, near to the stack they go with:
•	 The crosses are for the EASY level and are worth 1 point each.
•	 The shields are for the INTERMEDIATE level and are worth 2 points each.
•	 The helmets are for the ADVANCED level and are worth 3 points each.

http://teachsundayschool.com
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5.	 Place the stapled Answer Sheet upside down on the 
table if you have no moderator. If a moderator is par-
ticipating, she may hold the Answer Sheet through-
out the game.

Rules of Play for Basic Game:
1.	 Each player must start with the EASY pile. The player 

to take the first turn pulls a card from the top of the 
EASY pile and hands off to the player beside her who 
reads it.

2.	 The player who pulled the card must guess which of the four choices is correct.

3.	 If you have a moderator, that person will verify the answer using the Answer Sheet. If 
you have no moderator, students may turn the Answer Sheet over on the table and look 
up the answer themselves. They should place it back, facedown, after each use.

4.	 If the player answered correctly, he gets a Cross Chip, worth 1 point. If he answers incor-
rectly, he doesn’t earn a chip and must pick a card from the EASY pile next time.

5.	 The card is returned to the bottom of its pile.

6.	 The next player takes a turn and repeats the process.

7.	 Any player who has won a Cross Chip may pull from the INTERMEDIATE pile. If he an-
swers the card correctly, he gets a Shield Chip, which is worth 2 points. If he doesn’t 
answer correctly, he doesn’t win a chip; however he may pull from the EASY or INTER-
MEDIATE pile on future turns.

8.	 Any player who has won a Shield Chip may pull from the ADVANCED pile. If he answers 
the card correctly, he gets a Helmet Chip, worth 3 points. If he doesn’t answer correctly, 
he doesn’t win a chip; however he may pull from any of the three piles for the rest of the 
game.

9.	 Payers should keep track of their own score by keeping count of their chips and the 
amount of points appropriated for each. The first player to reach 20 points wins.

For Use with a Bible Timeline:
Several wonderful Bible timelines are available online. Between the information on a timeline 
and the information on a Whodunit Card, players should be able to place the 
events of the game on the timeline using our Timeline Flags.

http://teachsundayschool.com
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1.	 In your setup, also cut out the Timeline Flags. Have 
a pen and push pins available. Tape your timeline 
up to the wall.

2.	 Students will have a chance to earn an extra 2 points 
by writing out a flag and affixing it to the approx-
imate place on the timeline, naming the event on 
their Whodunit Card.

3.	 As players write out timeline events and place them 
on the timeline, they should put their initials on the 
back of the flag. At the games end, count the flags placed 
by each player and multiply by 2, as they are worth 2 points each. Add these to each 
player’s total score.

For Use with a SmartPhone
Using a cellphone for Bible lookups can bring another element of fun and intrigue. It can also 
make the game easier for players less versed in their Bibles. Players needn’t have a Bible app on 
the phone they are using. They may simply use the Google voice command (Google voice works 
better than Siri in many parts of the country) or type the question out in Google.

1.	 In your setup, also cut out the SmartPhone Cards.

2.	 Give 3 cellphone cards to each player.

3.	 If a player doesn’t know the answer to the question, he may use one of his SmartPhone 
cards. He should first discard it to the middle of the playing table.

4.	 Then, he should set the SmartPhone timer to 2 minutes. He has 2 minutes to try to find 
the answer using the SmartPhone.

5.	 Players may word the question however they choose, having understood what the 
Whodunit Card is asking.

6.	 If the player then answers correctly, he gets the appropriate chip and the points as-
sociated with it. If he doesn’t get the answer in 2 minutes, he doesn’t get any chips or 
related points.

7.	 Once players have used all three of their SmartPhone cards, they cannot earn more and 
may not use the SmartPhone again. Therefore they should conserve!

http://teachsundayschool.com
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Optimal Learning Strategies
The Importance of Another Player Reading the Question: 
If one player reads the Whodunit Card and the other guess-
es which answer is correct, both will become more familiar-
ized with the Bible material. Hence, encourage players not 
to read their own cards!

The Importance of Reading the Entire Answer: Encourage 
players and moderators to read the ENTIRE answer. It also is 
a learning tool, containing several more facts about the choices. 
The answer will either tell why the other three are incorrect, or will give an insightful piece of info 
about the era, verse or character involved.

Value of Playing with a Timeline: It’s amazing how many Christians—kids and adults alike—
think Abraham lived only a couple hundred years before Jesus, and that Noah and King David 
lived at the same time! The Bible, with its many authors, is still a beautiful story that God wants 
his people to understand. Placing the answers on a Bible timeline will help give Bible events 
“time placement,” which is important in getting a picture of actual history.

Importance of Writing on Timeline Flags: Have players write the event on the front of the flag, 
even if they must use tiny letters. Writing is a helpful memorization tool, and the fact will stick 
with the player longer.

http://teachsundayschool.com
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Timeline Flags
If you are using a timeline, use the flags below to write in the event listed on 
your Whodunit Card and tack or tape the flag to the timeline.
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SmartPhone Cards
If you are using a cell phone, use the SmartPhone Cards below to allow play-
ers up to three chances to surf for their answers.
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Bible Whodunits & 
Other Mysteries

Answer sheet

Easy Level Questions:
#1 Answer: Jesus. All the Apostles died violent deaths, save the Apostle John. Apostle James 

was martyred in 44 A.D. According to church history Apostle Peter also was crucified, but 
not wanting to die like his beloved savior, he asked to be crucified upside down.

# 2 Answer: C, Judas. Judas betrayed Jesus at the Last Supper by going to the religious lead-
ers and telling them where Jesus would be, so they could have him arrested. They gave 
him 30 pieces of silver for the information. After Jesus was condemned, he felt guilty and 
tried to give the money back. His suicide is recorded in Matthew 27. James and John were 
brothers and favorite disciples of Jesus. Jude wrote the second-to-last book of the Bible, 
and he was a half-brother of Jesus.

#3 Answer: D, John the Baptist. The yucky story is told in Matthew 14. Herod had married his 
brother’s ex-wife (very yucky) and John the Baptist had called him out on it. That got John 
arrested. While their deaths are not recorded in the Bible, Jesus mentions in Matthew 23:37 
that most of the prophets died violent deaths at the hands of violent men.

#4 Answer: C, The prophet Jonah. God had told him to go tell the people of Nineveh to re-
pent. He didn’t want to. So God had a fish swallow him and, well, give him a three-day ride. 
The Book of Jonah tells the tale. Jonah was not an Apostle — that office went to the dis-
ciples after Jesus’ death and to Paul the Apostle some 800 years after Jonah. The Prophet 
Elijah lived about 100 years before Jonah.

#5 Answer: B, Noah. Some scientists think his ark is still perched on the top of Mount Ararat 
(in modern-day Turkey) where it supposedly landed! Methuselah is Noah’s grandfather. 
Enoch is his great-grandfather, who was taken up to heaven without dying! Lamech is No-
ah’s dad. All three died before the flood.

#6 Answer: A, Satan posing as a snake in Genesis 3. Eve is the beautiful woman he deceived 
into eating from the tree of knowledge of good and evil. The only other talking animal in 
the Bible is a donkey that belonged to Balaam. That’s told in Numbers 22:21-
39! Little John is from Robin Hood, which is not in the Bible!

http://teachsundayschool.com
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#7 Answer: C, Pharaoh, and his brutal ways of treating 
the Hebrews led to the Exodus. King Herod lived in 
New Testament times and tried to kill the baby Jesus. 
Nebuchadnezzar lived during the days of Daniel the 
Prophet, around 600 BC, whereas the Exodus happened 
around 1400 BC. King George III lived around 250 years 
ago and has nothing to do with this!

#8 Answer: B, Joseph. Joseph’s older brothers sold him to 
Ishmaelite traders on their way to Egypt. But God is just! 
After a while, Joseph became a great leader in Egypt and 
saved his brothers and dad from a famine! Jacob is Joseph’s dad; Isaac is his granddad. 
King David also had annoying big brothers, but he lived about 800 years later. Joseph actu-
ally had 11 brothers, but his brother Benjamin was not involved in this first scene!

#9 Answer: A, Rahab, who had helped spies of Joshua after they stole into Jericho. Rahab 
believed in the God of Israel, so the spies agreed to protect her and her family, according 
to Joshua 6. The walls falling was a miracle, which some say involved vibrations. The other 
three women are also great Bible heroes, and the descriptions of them above are all truth!

#10 Answer: B, Daniel. The story of Daniel in the lions’ den is in Daniel 6. Darius is the king 
who put Daniel in there, but he feels really bad about the circumstances. He is very happy 
to see Daniel unharmed the following morning! Daniel is considered a “major prophet” in 
our Bible, and so are Ezekiel and Isaiah. There are four Major Prophets, and the last one is 
Jeremiah.

#11 Answer: C, Lazarus. Jesus was friends with Lazarus and his sisters, Mary and Martha, 
who enjoyed feeding people after they listened to him. Nicodemus is the religious leader 
Jesus was speaking to just before the famous John 3:16: God so loved the world, he gave his 
only son, that whosoever believes in him will never die...

#12 Answer: A, Aaron. Moses’ older brother told the people to give him their earrings and oth-
er gold adornments, which he made into a calf. Pharaoh may have been drowned when the 
Red Sea parted two months earlier. Miriam was there, but she’s a girl! This mystery person 
was a he! Joshua, a young man at the time, seemed innocent of the people’s wrongdoings.

#13 Answer C, Moses. Pharaoh had ordered that all Hebrew male babies be killed, so that 
this very strong race could not multiply quickly. The Hebrews were slaves in Egypt. Adam 
and Jacob are written about in the first book in the Bible, Genesis. Moses is the hero of the 
second book, Exodus.

http://teachsundayschool.com
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#14 Answer: B, Adam at his creation! Lucifer, a fallen an-
gel, is another name for Satan. He was thrown down 
from heaven as reported in Isaiah 14:12-17. Jesus was 
never created — he always existed according to John 
1:2-3. Melchizedek is a mysterious priest in Genesis 14, 
whom many theologians think was Jesus!

#15 Answer: B, God at the Burning Bush. God later ap-
peared to Moses at Mount Sinai when he got the Ten 
Commandments. Hebron is one of the most ancient cities 
in the world and still exists. Abraham passed through there 
around 4,200 years ago, when it was called Kiriath Arba. John the 
Baptist lived about 2,200 years after the burning bush.

#16 A: B, Prophet Elijah, with the story of the soaking-wet/blazing altar recalled in 1 
Kings 18. Shortly after this, the Prophet Elijah was taken up to heaven alive. Only he and 
Enoch (of Genesis 5) were taken into heaven without dying! Elisha was his disciple. Jeremi-
ah and John the Baptist were both prophets but were not involved in this story!

#17 Answer: D, Paul at his conversion on the Road to Damascus. Luke was a student of the 
Apostle Paul but never met Jesus personally. Peter went through imprisonments and beat-
ings over his belief, but he never went blind! Simon the Magician did offer money to Peter 
and Philip after he watched Samarians receive the Holy Spirit in Acts 8. Peter rebuked him, 
and he said he was sorry.

#18 Answer: A, Samuel. The other three Bible heroes had great, supportive moms as well, 
and the descriptions of them in the options are accurate.

#19 Answer: D, Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego, who were thrown in the furnace by 
King Nebuchadnezzar. It’s all in Daniel 3! James and Peter were martyred in violent ways 
but not by being burned. Enoch was taken up to heaven in some beautiful, non-violent 
way!

#20 Answer: A, Jacob dreaming of Jacob’s ladder as recorded in Genesis 28. He had just 
escaped Esau after stealing his blessing. Ezekiel dreamed of a wheel but hardly anyone 
claims to understand it. John the Apostle wrote the Book of Revelation around 2,000 years 
after Jacob’s dream. Abel and Cain were the children of Adam and Eve, with another 2,000 
years between them and Jacob.

#21 Answer: D, the Ten Commandments. This story in Exodus 33-34 has God so angry at the 
Hebrew people for being “stiff necked” that he only agrees to meet with Moses. Blackbeard 
lived in the 16- and 1700s. The Ark of the Covenant held the Ten Command-
ments after it was built. The Holy Grail is what Jesus drank out of during the 
Last Supper.

http://teachsundayschool.com
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Intermediate Level Questions:
#22 Answer: B, Mary, Joseph, and Jesus. This is the only 

Bible story about Jesus as a child, and it is in Luke 2:41-
52. John the Baptist is slightly older than Jesus, and 
their moms were pregnant at the same time! Abraham, 
Isaac, and their wives lived around 2,000 years earlier.

#23 Answer: C, Moses at the Red Sea. The River Jordan is 
where John the Baptist did all his preaching and baptiz-
ing, also where Jesus was baptized. Gennesaret was where 
Jesus and the disciples pulled their boat in after Jesus walked 
on water (Matthew 14:34).

#24 Answer: D, he was taken alive into heaven. Men did not quite believe Elisha that Elijah 
was gone for good and spent three days looking for him. In fact, nobody on earth saw Eli-
jah until some 850 years later, when Jesus took James, John, and Peter up to witness the 
Transfiguration (Matthew 17). And don’t be so quick to laugh at the UFO idea! Some Chris-
tians are starting to believe that angels use machines to move between dimensions, and 
they don’t just fly with wings.

#25 Answer: A, Haughty, blasphemous words. Blasphemy means to say things about God 
that are so untrue and awful that you want to gasp. Some say the spooky monsters in Rev-
elation are not real, but rather, symbols of powerful people. This one has been thought to 
symbolize everyone from the pope to Nero to American presidents!

#26 Answer: C, the hands or forehead. Some people think this will happen in a day when we 
can have the information on our ATM cards or debit cards imbedded in our flesh so nobody 
can steal from another person! This is the same evil monster associated with the number 
666.

#27 Answer: C, Satan in the desert. Matthew 4:1-11 tells of Jesus fasting 40 days in the des-
ert, where Satan tempted him three times. There were several Herods in Bible times, all of 
them evil. One tried to kill the baby Jesus; one beheaded John the Baptist and was part 
of Jesus’ trial preceding the crucifixion. Pontius Pilate was the Roman leader who finally 
ordered Jesus crucified. Moses was a good guy!

#28 Answer: D, Ark of the Covenant. The Holy Grail (cup Jesus drank from at Last Supper) 
wasn’t used until 1,000 years after the events in the Books of Samuel. Ezekiel’s wheel is a 
vision reported in Ezekiel 1 that some think is a UFO! No crown of Solomon 
has been historically recorded.

http://teachsundayschool.com
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#29 Answer: D, God and Moses at the Burning Bush. 
God was trying to give Moses signs to share with the 
Egyptians, so Moses would have enough nerve to tell 
Pharaoh to let the people go. Jesus with the 10 lepers 
is another great story. He healed all ten, but only one 
came back to say thanks!

#30 Answer: A, He was trying to kill Jesus so that Je-
sus could not claim the throne someday. A Messiah is a 
leader from God. It is amazing that this king’s mind was so 
corrupt, he thought he could do something like that without 
God getting justice. Historical records note that Herod died of, get this: He got gangrene in 
his privates and maggots started eating away at it!

#31 Answer: B, Joseph and his half-brothers. They did kidnap him, but God can use terrible 
things for good! Joseph went from slave to a great leader in Egypt. A famine in the land 
brought his brothers to him years later, desperate to buy food. They didn’t recognize him, 
but he recognized them! He had fun, falsely arresting them a few times.

#32 Answer: B, Peter at the Transfiguration. The Transfiguration is where Jesus introduced 
his three closest Apostles - Peter, James, and John - to Moses and Elijah. The Ascension 
was 40 days after the Resurrection, when Jesus went back up to heaven. Pentecost took 
place after the Ascension, where the Holy Spirit filled the Apostles.

#33 Answer: B, Herod. The opening of Matthew 2 relates this story! Pontius Pilate, another 
Herod, and Caiaphas were all involved in Jesus’ crucifixion some 30 years later. Pharaoh 
lived around 2,200 years earlier.

#34 Answer: A, Samson, as recorded in Judges 15 & 16.His strength was in his hair, and his 
evil lover Delilah nagged him until he told the truth and she cut his hair. Hence, in a weak-
ened condition, he was arrested. Gideon led God’s army in earlier chapters of Judges. Mar-
cus Aurelius was a Roman Emperor after Jesus’ death. Capernaum is a place, not a person! 
Jesus healed many people there.

#35 Answer: C, the Day of Pentecost, and this happened in the Upper Room in Jerusalem. 
It is covered in Acts 2, and the Ascension of Jesus happened in Acts 1.

http://teachsundayschool.com
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Advanced Level Questions:
#36 Answer: C, Cain killed Abel over jealousy that God 

accepted his brother’s offering but not his own. The 
serpent sneaked up on Eve (not Cain), and while Adam 
and Eve committed the first sin, they were not part of 
this scandal!

#37 Answer: D, Enoch was carried off alive into heaven 
by God and the angels, according to Hebrews 11:5. His 
faith was so great he was allowed to enter heaven without 
experiencing death.

#38 Answer: D, Jehu, who was prophesied to be the next king, asked the eunuchs to 
throw Jezebel down, and they were glad not to serve under her meanness any longer. 
Elijah the Prophet had prophesied that dogs would eat her flesh so that she could not be 
buried, and no idolaters could make a worship place out of a grave.

#39 Answer: C, Shiphrah and Puah told Pharaoh that Israelite women were not like Egyp-
tian women, and that they delivered their babies before the midwives could get to 
them. The two of them feared God and didn’t want to kill any babies. Miriam and Aar-
on were Moses’ siblings, and both were prophets on the Exodus. They each had ups and 
downs during the Exodus but had nothing to do with this. They were children, and Moses 
was not yet born.

#40 Answer: C, Jael. She was brave enough to kill the terrifying Sisera, and Judge Deborah 
praised her in Judges 5:24.

#41 Answer: B, Goliath. 1 Samuel 17 reveals the story of David and Goliath. David’s brother 
later killed the giant referenced in C, which is reported in 1 Chronicles 20:6. In that same 
chapter, Elhanan did kill the brother of Goliath. Some scholars believe these deaths ended 
the plague of any giants upon the earth.

#42 Answer: D, King Saul began losing favor with God even before David fought Goliath 
as a teenager. In 1 Samuel 15, God asked Saul to destroy an evil nation, probably so that 
its descendants wouldn’t rise up and cause more wars, pain, death, and idolatry. Saul not 
only saved the nation’s king, but he also saved their animals to sacrifice to God, which is 
like putting money that doesn’t belong to you into the collection plate. King Ahab was not 
even born for another 100 years, and King Richard of Robin Hood has nothing to do with 
this story.

#43 Answer: B, Ehud. God also raised up Othniel and Shamgar as warriors to save the people 
once they had done wrong. All are mentioned in Judges 3. Cain, son of Adam 
and Eve, lived before the Great Flood and is not part of this episode.

http://teachsundayschool.com
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#44 Answer: A, Joab. The bodyguard and some servants 
passed by to see Absalom tangled in the branches. Am-
non’s violence ruined Tamar’s life, but Absalom had 
him killed. King David loved his children so much that is 
considered by some to have been a weakness. He didn’t 
banish Amnon for ruining Tamar, which made Absalom 
really mad. Then, David didn’t permanently banish Ab-
salom for Amnon’s murder, which enabled Absalom to 
rise up against his own father. Solomon, much younger, 
had nothing to do with this tale!

#45 Answer: B, Sodom and Gomorrah are the famous cities of the 
Old Testament upon which God rained smoke and ash. The citizens’ sins are too gross 
and violent to talk about, so let’s just say they had it coming! Babel is where the Tower of 
Babel had been built generations earlier, and ancient Shuruppak is not mentioned in the 
Bible. Jerusalem and Galilee were not built yet. Assyria and Babylon ARE enemies of Israel, 
but they are countries, not cities.

#46 Answer: D, Elijah the prophet. Even if you didn’t know the story about Elijah being fed 
by ravens when he was hiding from evil King Ahab (1 Kings 17:1-6), you can get the answer 
by reading carefully. The text said the mystery man was a prophet. John and Paul were 
known as Apostles, not prophets. Saul of Tarsus is the earlier name for Apostle Paul.

#47 Answer: C, Revelation. The Four Horses of the Apocalypse are part of Revelation 6. There 
is no Bible book called Jesus and the Second Coming, though there are probably 100 mod-
ern paperbacks called that. Revelation is mostly about the Second Coming of Christ and 
the scary events that could lead up to it. But Daniel and Ezekiel also have famous end-
times prophecies in them, say many scholars.

#48 Answer: B, the Prodigal Son, who squandered his inheritance. Samson was blind and 
powerless, but not broke after Delilah cut off his hair. The Prophet Jonah got swallowed by 
a giant fish after his bad behavior. Fortunately, the Good Samaritan did not get swindled 
after his good works!

#49 Answer: A, Samuel, on the night God told him that Eli was in big trouble. It was awk-
ward, as Eli was raising Samuel! King Saul did call on a witch to produce Samuel after he 
had died an old man. David allegedly defeated Goliath as a teenager, but he had no ad-
vanced “spooky” warning. And Solomon’s famous prayer for wisdom came just after Da-
vid’s death. All these famous stories took place around 1,000 BC

#50 Answer: A, an Ethiopian eunuch. A eunuch is someone who doesn’t care about romance 
or getting married. That eunuch took Apostle Philip’s teaching back to Ethi-
opia and established the Ethiopian Church, one of the oldest churches that 
remain until today!
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