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                                                                                                        Reverend A.L. Bell, Pastor









  903-780-4798

First Baptist Church

"First Things First" - But seek ye first the kingdom of God and His righteousness and all these things
 shall be added unto you. -Matthew 6:33


Greetings and welcome to First Baptist Church where we are not just a church, we are a family. We are greatly blessed that you have chosen to become part of the FBC family and it is our prayer that after becoming acquainted with us you will find an area in which to share your time and talent. 


At First Baptist Church, we strive to be a place you can bring your heart and mind to search for a deeper experience with God and our purpose is to come together to experience God, learn His Word and bring others to Christ. It is also our prayer that we may bring help, healing and hope to our community. 


We extend our warmth and hospitality and hope that you find your worship experience at FBC spiritually nourishing and enriching.  We encourage you to attend all worship services and become part of a ministry. You will find details about each ministry in the New Membership Orientation Packet. Also, please visit our website at fmbctc.com for calendars, lessons, inspirational messages and more!


We are excited to have you as a member of First Baptist Church and it is my honor to serve as your spiritual shepherd. I am here to assist you and your family in any way possible. It is my prayer that you grow in the knowledge of God and the Glory of Jesus Christ. 

Yours in Christ,

Rev. A.L. Bell, Pastor

Evangelizing the Sinner - Equipping the Saint - Exhorting the Savior
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About Salvation

THE PLAN OF SALVATION

1. For all have sinned and come short of the glory of God. Romans 3:23
2. All we like sheep gone astray: we have turned everyone to his own; and the Lord hath laid on him iniquity of us all. Isaiah 53:6 

3. For by grace are ye saved through faith; and that not if yourself, it is the gift of God. Ephesians 2:8
4. For the wages of sins is death, but the gift of God is eternal life through Jesus Christ our Lord. Romans 6:23
5. Come now and let us reason together, saith the Lord; though your sins be as scarlet, they shall be white as snow, though they be red like crimson, they shall be as wool. Isaiah 1:18
6. Wherefore, as by one man sin entered into the world, and death by sins; and so, death passed upon all men, for that all have sinned. Romans 5:12
7. But God commendeth His love toward us, in that, while we were yet sinners, Christ died for us. Romans 5:8
8. I tell you, nay but, except ye repent, ye shall all likewise perish. Luke 13:3
9. For God so loved the world, that He gave his only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth on Him shall not perish, but have everlasting life. John 3:16
10. He that believeth on the Son hath everlasting life; and he that believeth not the Son shall not see life; but the wrath of God abideth on him. John 3:36
11. That of thou shalt confess with thy mouth the Lord Jesus and shalt believe in thine heart that God hath raised Him from the dead, thou shalt be saved. Romans 10:9
12. For with the heart man believeth unto righteousness; and with mouth confession is made unto salvation. Romans 10:10
13. For whosoever shall call upon the name of the Lord shall be saved. Romans 10:13  

STEPS TO SALVATION

God saves sinners only. Are you a sinner? You need two things (1) FORGIVENESS and (2) CLEANSING. What God has done for others He will do for you. “For whosoever shall call upon the name of the Lord shall be saved” (Romans 10:13)

1. REPENT.  Turn around. Change your mind. ‘Except ye repent, ye shall likewise perish” (Luke 13:3)

2. RECEIVE HIM . You need the Savior. Accept Him.

3. REGENERATION FOLLOWS: This is what God does for you. This is the New Birth- A miracle of spiritual life performed by the Holy Ghost. “Which were born, not of blood, nor of the will flesh, nor of the will of man, but of God.” 

(John 1:13)

4. REJOICE PUBLICALY. Make your own testimony for Christ. “That if thou shall confess with thy mouth the Lord Jesus, and shall believe in thine heart that God have righteousness; and with the mouth confession is made unto salvation”

5. REQUEST WATER BAPTISM. This is an outward testimony to an inward transformation. “He that believeth and is baptized shall be saved: but he that believeth not shall be dammed. (Mark 16:16)

6. READ THE WORD . The Word is the source of your faith. These things have I written unto you that believe on the name of the Son of God: That ye may know that ye may have eternal life and that ye may believe on of the Son of God.”

 (I John 5:13)

7. REACH GOD IN PRAYER.  Prayer is conversation with God. Life is sustained by union and communion. “And this is confidence that we have in him, that if we ask any thing according to His will, He heareth us; and …we know that we have the petitions that we desire of Him.” (I John 5:14-15)

8. RESIST THE DEVIL.  Temptation is not sin. It is yielding to temptation that is sin. “ For we have not a high priest which cannot be touched with the feeling of our infirmities, but was in all point tempted like as yet without sin. Let us therefore come boldly unto the throne of grace that we may obtain mercy, and find grace to help in the time of need.” (Hebrew 4:14-16), (James 4:7)

9. RENDER….TO GOD THE THINGS THAT ARE GOD’S….START TITHING YOUR INCOME IMMEDIATELY..    “Will a man rob God?... Bring ye all the tithes into the storehouse that there may be meat in mine house, and prove me now herewith saith the Lord of hosts, if I will not open you the windows of heaven and pour you out a blessing that there shall not be room enough to receive it” (Malachi 3:8,10) (I Cor.16:2)
WHY ARE WE CHRISTIANS

We believe in the doctrine of God. We believe that there is one true and living God, that He is creator and Father of all things, and that he is the Supreme Ruler of the World. The usual name given to God by the Hebrews translated into the English is Jehovah. This word Jehovah was so reverenced by the Ancient Hebrews that it was not generally pronounced. Its place was taken in speaking by the words Adonai, Lord, Elohhim or 

El-Shaddai, all of which are expressions for the attributes of God. ONE TRUE GOD.

WE BELIEVE IN THE PERSON AND SONSHIP OF JESUS CHRIST.   The Bible plainly teaches that Jesus was a person and that he was born from the womb of Mary. His mother being the selected virgin chosen by God. We believe Jesus fully revealed God to man. We believe that Jesus was both human and divine.

We believe in the doctrine of the HOLY GHOST.  The American versions substitutes for this word is Holy Spirit, the word in the Hebrew is Ruach, in the Greek is Pneuma-wind, air. In the Scripture the word Spirit is taken for the Holy-Ghost, the third person of the Trinity.

We believe in the Doctrine of Baptism. We believe in both the Baptism by water and also the Baptism of the Sprit. Water Baptism because it shows the sign of obedience. Jesus commanded it, the Spirit, because it is the work of God regenerating the hearts and minds of all who accept Christ to be both their Lord and Savior. (Mark 1:8:3:16;16:16).

We believe in the Doctrine of the LORD’S SUPPER.  The Lord’s Supper is the memorial of the death of Jesus Christ for our sins. The bread represents His body and the wine represents His blood which was shed for the remission of sins.

We believe in the Doctrine of Grace.  Grace is the unmerited favor of God. The free mercy of God, or the enjoyment of His favor. God makes His goodness known and gives man the opportunity to enjoy it without having to pay for enjoyment.

We believe in the Doctrine of Redemption.  The word Redemption has the implication of buying back something that has been sold, it means to deliver and bring out of bondage those kept prisoner by the enemy. Adam sold humanity into slavery. Humanity was Satan’s Prisoner until Jesus Christ released it.

About Beliefs

STATEMENT OF FAITH

Our Mission
Believing that each member of First Baptist Church is a member of the Body of Christ, our mission is to glorify God in fellowship, love, and worship.  It is our mission to use our spiritual gifts ministering to the needs of others through: discipleship, evangelism, and service.

We engage by the aid of the Holy Spirit, to walk together in Christian love; to strive, for the advancement of this church, in knowledge, holiness, and comfort; to promote its prosperity and spirituality; to sustain its worship, ordinances, discipline, and doctrines; the relief of the poor, and the spread of the gospel through all nations.

We further engage to watch over one another in brotherly love; to remember each other in prayer; to aid each other in sickness and distress. Cultivate Christian sympathy in feeling and courtesy in speech. Be slow to take offense, but always ready for reconciliation and mindful of the rules of our Savior to secure it without delay.

FBC Mission Statement

Our Mission is to lead people to be different through

knowing Christ and growing in Christ, and to make a difference

by serving and sharing Christ.

Matthew 28:18-20

FBC Vision Statement

We claim what we don’t see in our hands because,

We see what we claim in our hearts,

A new start~ A new season~ A new sight with the Savior

Where there is no vision, the people perish: but he that 

keepeth the law, happy is he.

Proverbs 29:18
BASIS OF THE COVENANT

The obligations of church membership outlined in the covenant are all scriptural, as may be seen from the following study.

I. Salvation and Baptism (John 1:11-12: Matt. 28:19-20)

II. Duties to the Church

1. To walk together in Christian love (John 13:34-35).

2. To strive for the advancement of the church and promote its prosperity and spirituality (Phil 1:27:2 Tim15; 2 Cor. 7:1; 2 Peter 3:11).

3. To sustain its worship, ordinances, discipline, and doctrine (Heb, 10:25; Matt. 28:19; 1 Cor. 11:23-26; Jude 3).

4. To give it preeminence in my life (Matt. 6:33).

5. To contribute cheerfully and regularly (I Cor.16:2; 2 Cor. 8:6-7).

6. To carry my membership when I move and be active in church work wherever I live (Acts 11:19-21; 18:24-28).

III. Duties in Personal Christian Living

1. To maintain family and secret devotions (I Thess, 5:17-18; Acts 17:11).

2. To religiously educate the children (2 Tim. 3:15; Deut. 6:4-7).

3. To seek the salvation of the lost (Acts 1:8; Matt. 4:19; Psalm 126:5-6; Prov. 11:30).

4. To walk circumspectly in the world, and to be just in our dealing, faithful in our engagement, and exemplary in our deportment ( Eph. 5:15; Phil. 2:14-15; I Peter 2:11-12).

5. To avoid gossip and excessive anger (Eph. 4:31; I Peter 2:21; Col 3:8; James 3:1-2).

6. To abstain in from sale or use of liquors. (Eph, 5:18; Hab. 2:15).

7. To be zealous in our efforts for Christ (Titus 2:14).

IV. Duties to Fellow Members

1. To watch over one another in love (I Peter 1:22).

2. To pray for one another (James 5:16).

3. To aid in sickness and distress (Gal.6:2: James 2:14-17).

4. To cultivate sympathy and courtesy (I Peter 3:18).

5. To be slow to take offense, always ready for reconciliation 

       (Eph 4:30-32).

CHURCH ORDINANCES

1. BAPTISM:

Matthew 28:19-20-(19) Go ye therefore, and teach all nation, baptizing them in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and the Holy Ghost. (20) Teaching them to observe all thing whatsoever I have commanded you: and lo I am with you always, even unto the end of the world.

2. THE LORD’S SUPPER:

I Corinthians 11:23-29-(23) For I have received of the Lord that which also I delivered unto you, That the Lord Jesus the same night in which he was betrayed took bread: 

(24) And when he had given thanks, he brake it and said, Take eat: this is my body, which is broken for you: this do in remembrance of me. (25)After the same manner also he took the cup, when he had supped, saying This is the new testament in my blood: this do ye, as oft as ye drink it, on remembrance of me, (26) For as often as ye eat this bread and drink this cup, ye so do show the Lord’s death till he come. (27) Wherefore whosoever shall eat this bread and drink this cup of the Lord, unworthily, shall be guilty of the body and blood of the Lord. (28) But let a man examine himself, and so let him eat of that bread and drink of that cup.(29) For he that eateth and drinketh unworthily, eateth and drinketh damnation to himself, not discerning the Lord’s body.

  When we asked Jesus Christ to come into our life, we begin a relationship with Him. That relationship must become the number one priority in our life. Jesus tell us in Matthew 22:37-38- (37) And Jesus said unto him, Thou shalt love the Lord thy God with all thy heart and with thy soul, and with all thy mind. (38) This is first and great commandment. And in Matthew 10:37-He that loveth father or mother more than me is not worthy of me:, II Corinthians 5:17 says, Therefore is any man be in Christ, he is a new creature: old things are passed away: behold, all things are become new”. There may be a question what old things are passed away? I Corinthians 6:9-11- Now that we have put or putting away the old things and are putting on the new, we need to hunger and thirst after righteousness, and we will be filled. Matthew 5:6 Jesus tells us in Matthew 4:4-“It is written, Man shall not live by bread alone, but by every word that proceedeth out of the mouth of God.” Also read, II Timothy 2:15- Study to show approved unto God, a workman that needeth not be ashamed rightly dividing the word of truth. We must set aside some time to study God’s word, for it will be a lamp unto your feet and a light unto your pathway. Psalm 119:105.

Come to church on a regular basis. Hebrews 10:25- Not forsaking the assembling of ourselves together, as the manner of some is; but exhorting one another: and so much the more, as ye see the day approaching.

The Church Covenant

The church covenant is a voluntary agreement by members of a Baptist church whereby they promise to conduct their lives in such a way as to glorify God and promote the ongoing of his church. Every member should study it carefully, refer to it often and seek to live by it. It clearly outlines the obligations of church membership. The covenant used by First Baptist Church is as follows:

Covenant

Having been led, as we believe, by the Spirit of GOD, to receive the Lord Jesus as our Savior, and on the profession of our faith, having been baptized in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost, we do now in the presence of God, angels and this assembly, most solemnly and joyfully enter into covenant with one another, as one body in Christ.

We engage, therefore, by the aid of the Holy Spirit, to walk together in Christian love; to strive for the advancement of this church, in knowledge, holiness, and comfort, to promote its prosperity and spirituality; to sustain its worship, ordinances, discipline, and doctrine; to contribute cheerfully and regularly to the support of the ministry, the expenses of the church, the relief of the poor, and he spread of the gospel through all nation.

We also engage to maintain family and secret devotions; to religiously educate our children; to seek the salvation of our kindred and acquaintance; to walk circumspectly in the world; to be just in our dealings; faithful in our engagements, and exemplary in our deportment; to avoid all tattling, backbiting, and excessive anger; to abstain from the sale and use of intoxicating drinks as beverage; and to be zealous in our efforts to advance the kingdom of Savior.

We further engage to watch over one another in brotherly love; to remember each other in prayer; to aid each other in sickness and distress; to cultivate sympathy in feeling and courtesy in speech; to be slow to take offense, but always ready for reconciliation and mindful of the rules of our Savior to secure it without delay. 

We moreover engage that when we remove from this place we will, as soon as possible unite with some other church, where we can carry out the spirit of this covenant and the principle of God’s Word.

FACE FUNDAMENTAL FACTS

It will help you now if you face (4) fundamental facts and make a positive decision about each one of them.

1. CHURCH MEMBERSHIP DOES NOT SAVE.  You have been saved by grace through faith in the Lord Jesus Christ. Good works cannot save. Culture cannot save. Baptism does not save. Your membership in the church does not save. Christ has done that and there is none else sufficient to it. You are to live a consistent life in the Church because Christ has saved you.

2. CHRISTIANS ARE CONTINUOUSLY TEMPTED.  You must not think you will be not tempted since you have become a Christian. Temptation will be increase and will be more severe. You have just enlisted in the Lord’s army and will now need the Lord’s armor. (Ephesians 6:11-18).

3. CHRISTIANS HAVE GREATER JOY.   No joy is taken from the person who becomes a Christian. Christ places one in position to have real joy and the happiest life possible. Jesus said to believers, these things have I spoken unto you, that my joy might remain in you, and that your joy might be full (John 15:11). You can now be the happiest person in the world.

4. CHRISTIANS HAVE A LARGER LIBERTY.  It does not take away ones liberty to become a Christian. In fact, Christian have larger liberty. He is no longer a slave to needless restrictions and endless prohibitions. We read, where the Spirit of the Lord is, there is liberty (II Cor.3:17). The Christian is delivered from the bondage of corruption into the glorious liberty of the children of God. (Romans 8:21). The Christian has God’s freedom, which means he can do anything but commit sin, and this he will not desire to do. (Romans 6:1-2)

We are admonished by Scripture to Search the Scripture (John 5:39) and Pray without ceasing (II Thess. 5:17). In the former, God talks with us and in the later we talk with God. Worship and fellowship with God should be private (Matt. 6:6) and public (Luke 4:16). Both are essential and fill different needs in life. To fail in these is to fail in the Christian life. To be faithful in worship will assure success in the Christian life. 

WHAT WE BELIEVE

As Baptist we believe in the Lordship of Jesus Christ and the Authority of the Scripture for faith and         practice. Because of these beliefs we have chosen to practice our Christian faith as members of
a Baptist Church.

    We believe that Jesus is the only way to salvation and eternal life. We believe a personal decision must be made by each individual to repent of his sins and trust Him as Lord and Savior. We believe that our Christianity is not inherited from our parents. It is an individual decision to receive God’s grace through faith.


As Baptist, we seek teach the truth through which God has ordained to save men and women. We believe that the Holy Scripture teaches that the blessings of salvation are made free to all by the gospel. We believe that it is the immediate duty of all to accept them by cordial and obedient faith and that nothing prevents the salvation of the greatest sinner on earth except his own voluntary refusal to submit to the Lord Jesus Christ, which refusal will subject him to an eternal condemnation.


We believe that by believing in the Lord Jesus Christ, you shall be saved. Faith in anything else will not avail. We believe that this is God’s plan and hence the only plan of salvation. We believe that God deserves all the glory.


As Baptist, we believe that the Bible is the Authority for the way we practice our faith in moral responsibility, theological beliefs, and relationship with God and our fellow man. We believe the Bible and not the Church or the preacher has the final say in the way we practice our faith as Christians.


We believe that all Christians should read and study the Bible. We believe that the Bible was written by men divinely inspired and it is record of God’s revelation of Himself to man. As Baptist, we believe that the Bible teaches that when a person makes a decision to become a Christian, baptism by immersion follows that decision as a public testimony of one’s faith in Christ. We do not believe that baptism is required for salvation, but that it is a symbolic testimony of our faith in Christ.


As Baptist, we have two ordinances: The Lord’s Supper and Baptism by Immersion. We believe that by practice of observing the Lord’s Supper reminds us of the great price Jesus paid for the forgiveness of our sins by sacrificing His life for us on the cross. Baptist believes that none are scripturally entitled to partake of the Lord’s Supper except such as have made a credible profession of faith. We believe that baptism properly precedes the Lord’s Supper just as Jesus was baptized at the beginning of His ministry and instituted the Supper just prior to His death.


We believe that baptism by immersion is a symbolic description of what occurs in salvation. We are completely cleansed of all sin, and we died to sin and selfishness. Burial is symbolized as one goes under the water, and we rise a new life identifying with the resurrected Lord Jesus (symbolized) one comes up out of the water).


We believe that every Christian has direct access to God through Jesus Christ. We do not have to go through another person to confess our sins to God or to pray to God. We believe in the authority of the local church, where we may have different roles of leadership in the church.


As Baptist, we believe in Missions. Every Christian in every legitimate way, all the time, everywhere according to ability ought to seek to spread the knowledge of Jesus and the way of salvation.

Our Church
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FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH HISTORY

First Baptist Church was organized in 1914. A meeting was called by the late Rev. J.S. Bell with a consecrated few, five men and two women: the late Bro. Andrew Lightfoot, Bro. John Lattice, Bro. Cleveland Burton, Bro. W.W. Love, Bro. Lee Dowels, Sis.Lena Heard and Sis. Clara Thornton. The first worship service was held in an old business house near Sixth Street. Later, in 1915, one lot was purchased at the present location, 819 First Avenue South (now known as Martin Luther King, Jr. Avenue). A small building was constructed in 1916 under the pastorate of Rev. D. A. Jones. In July 1916 a new church was under construction and completed in the spring of 1917. Electric lights were installed in 1919.

In 1919, Rev. D. A. Jones was called to another church. He was followed by 11 other pastors, the last of whom was the Rev. L.G. Rubin. For a while the church had no pastor, although there was a minister to preach every Sunday. The Rev. Frank Mims Johnson came one of those Sunday mornings, preached and gave the membership a needed spiritual uplifting. The church gave the late Bro. James H. Williams (church clerk) permission to invite Rev. Johnson back again. In April 1946, Rev Johnson was recommended to the congregation by the late Rev. J.F. Sargent and the Rev. F. A. Allen. In the same year, Rev. Johnson accepted the invitation and the church's blessing of a faithful pastor began.

One year after Rev. Johnson became pastor, on April 16th and 17th, the church building was destroyed by the "Great Texas City Disaster". The neighboring church, Galilee United Methodist, permitted the membership to hold evening worship in their church.

Under the pastorate of Rev. Johnson, the church continued grew numerically, spiritually and financially. He proved to be one of God's spirit-filled servants. He was a pastor, leader, teacher, and a songster. A familiar quote of Pastor Johnson’s was "Take a little bit of I, and a great part of me, and place them in the hands of God, who made salvation free. If you find the giving part won't do what must be done, then give more like the Father, who gave his only Son."

When remembering the House of God of long ago when Rev. Johnson first came, it was a house to praise God in but there was no carpet on the floor, there were push up windows for air with a fan in the hand, gas heaters in the winter, no water fountains or cooler for ice. There was not even a pool in which to baptize. But we went down to the bay and many were baptized.

In 1957, the parsonage was moved and renovated. It is now located at 718 East M. L. King Jr. Avenue. The property was purchased from the George Austin Family. The church purchased property on the east side of the church from the McCloud and Pointer families in order to build and provide fenced in parking. Across the street from the church, property was purchased from the Wisby family. A house is enclosed with the fenced parking lot. Property was also purchased in West Texas City for future use. All of this was accomplished under the pastorate of Rev. F. M. Johnson. In November of 1957 the cornerstone was laid by Pride of Texas City Lodge #193 F&A Masons. On June 2, 1968, the mortgage for First Baptist Church was burned in the ceremony.

Fifteen ministers have confessed their calling to the Gospel under Pastor Johnson; five have been ordained for Pastorate.

Additions have been made to the church since 1958 such as a new fellowship Hall, a picture room, a well-equipped kitchen, beautiful windows, outdoor carpets, three church vans and guard railing for seniors.

Congratulations are due to Pastor F. M. Johnson for 58 years of full leadership. The Lord called his faithful servant home on June 12, 2004, after a short illness.

First Baptist Church was without a pastor for a year and a half after the death of Pastor Johnson. Rev. A.L. Bell came in March 2006 and served the membership with much needed sermons, spiritual guidance and leadership.  Pastor Bell was officially installed on July 16, 2006.  


         Under the pastorate of Rev. Bell, the church has continued to grow numerically, spiritually and financially.  A new church van, sound/DVD system and room, central heating unit and fellowship hall dedicated to the late Rev. F.M. Johnson have been added to the church.  Pastor Bell has formed several 
ministries to serve the congregation at First Baptist Church.  He instituted the New Membership Orientation Class to familiarize new members with the church’s history, pastoral policies, church ministries, leaders and services. The Greeter’s ministry was created to welcome visitors and assist other ministries and the congregation in various capacities.  The Dollar for a Scholar program was established to promote monetary contributions to church members seeking higher education.  The Adult and Youth Praise Dance Teams and The Young Men’s Drill Teams were structured to demonstrate praise and worship in the form of dance and march respectively.  Faith and Finance classes were implemented to instruct and guide members in their spiritual giving.  B.I.D.  ministry is designed for single people that have never been married, divorced or widowed. This ministry is to encourage Christian single adults to be a witness for Christ while living a single life.

 A.I.D. ministry is designed to inform inspire and nurture marriages through biblical principle between (male/female) husband and wife. Pastor Bell believes that Christians should be busy for the Lord.  This belief led him to launch the M-28 Street Ministry, M-25 and Wednesday Night Live services to reach and teach on days other than Sunday.  Other ministries that have been established under the leadership of Pastor Bell are the New Revelation Choir, the Son’s and Daughter’s of the King, the Nurses Ministry, the Tribes and the reinstatement of the Junior Mission.  A monthly newsletter and annual church picnic have been created and two ministers have joined the FBC family. 
Pastor Bell often says that we are “First Missionary Baptist Church, on the move, not First Stationary Baptist Church,” making it clear that mission means to be on the move.  It is with this spirit and this vision that First Baptist Church purchased 6.5 acres of land at 2120 36th Avenue N. and moved into our new 13,000 square foot worship facility. On January 13, 2013 a new cornerstone was installed into the new facility.  On January 30, 2017 the old worship center and parsonage was sold. In December 2019 the West Texas City property was sold. The corner stones from these properties were relocated to our new worship center. 

We thank God for the years we have had thus far in our new worship center. However, we had to close our worship facility March 2019 to December 2021 due to Covid pandemic. During this period God continued to bless FBC. Pastor Bell organized the online ministry so our members could continue to hear the word of God. Prior to the church re-opening in December a Covid committee was developed. This group helped implement ideas to open the church in a safe manner, safe seating 6 feet apart, hand sanitizers were installed. Our Social Media Ministry has helped us to reach not only our members but others around the world.  To God be the Glory for all the Things He Has Done!! 

First Baptist Church

Raymond Woodkins, Clerk

Rev. A.L. Bell, Pastor

PASTORAL POLICY
The Authority of the Word- The Bible, which is the system of doctrine and government for the Church and especially the New Testament, which is the pattern for the Baptist Church shall be accepted as sole guide and from which there shall be no recourse or substitution. The Pastor will be the interpreter of the meaning of the Word in all matters practical and in all issues political.

The Past Leadership- Past leaders of this Church served faithfully and are worthy of commendation as well as of all acceptance for having done so. Hence, we shall, at all time be Christians in our attitude toward, laying aside any difficulties or difference real or imagined and go forward, with the church allowing her leaders as her leader follow Christ.

Members of the Church- All members and new members of this Church shall have explained to them this policy. Such members shall all agree to the established program of this Church as handed down by the Pastor, and it shall be understood that where there are disagreements, the member or members involved, shall either fall in with the majority, or peacefully withdraw from this Church. The Pastor’s relationship toward the member shall be without partiality or favoritism, none should expect favored treatment, and none will receive it. 

The PASTOR’S Service to the Church-   The pastor is called for an indefinite term of service, and he alone is the general overseer of the business and any other activity of the Church. He will make or approve programs for the same. At no time shall anything be bought or sold without his prior consent and knowledge. He has absolute control of the pulpit and any other phase of ministerial service in which the Church or facilities may be utilized.

The Church Meetings- All Church meeting of importance including Church conferences will be scheduled and a part of our Church calendar. No business meeting is official unless it is a regular scheduled meeting. The pastor will preside over all schedule meetings.

Departmental Work- The Pastor is the Ex-officio head of all the ministries of the Church, with lay members to carry on under his direction. He is at liberty to step in for the other officers and membership in any emergency demanding his action.

Leaders Within The Church’s Ministry-   All ministry leaders of the church shall be recommended by the individual ministry and approved by the Pastor and general congregation annually, with the exception of deacons, who shall be appointed by the pastor. All ministry leaders shall be required to support the whole program of the CHURCH. Their terms of office are subject to expire at the end of the year, and those who provide disloyal or unfaithful to his position which they formally occupied shall not be eligible for nomination.

The Overall Program-   We shall maintain a program, changed as occasion and circumstances demand, and at all times suited to the time and place in which take precedence and preeminence, such as a program to include the securing and handling as such physical equipment as the work demands, including buildings furnishing and material needs. The Pastor shall be responsible for organizing and administering the work of the Church, Workshops, Seminar and Revivals 

Church Personnel- As the personnel needs of the congregation demands it, and as its ability allows it, such extra help and services as shall be needed, shall be selected by the Pastor. Where compensation is called for, the Church shall meet such demand in keeping with the dignity of the Church.

Church Finances- The financial matters of the Church shall be handled in a Christian and business like matter as outlined by the Pastor. A budget outlined anticipated revenues and disbursement, will be prepared and implemented.

Announcements, Publicity & Public Relations- The Church reserve the right to refuse to announce any happening which is not of fraternal, religious, or civic nature. Clubs and Churches whose activities are opposed to the public, practice and beliefs of the Church will not have announcements made in our Church. All announcements, except weekly schedule, must be presented to the Pastor or is appointee approval prior to dissemination to the members. Church announcement to the local newspaper, radio, television, and other media as well as church worship guided must be presented the Pastor or his appointee for approval prior to release.

Dress Code- Appropriate dress reflects the quality of worship service. Members are expected to dress and groom themselves neatly in clothes and accessories that are appropriate for church activities. Inappropriate clothing for worship services includes shorts, dresses, shirts and any other type of garment that does not maintain dignity and modesty. At no time is shorts allowed in the sanctuary. Pants shall fit the waist and be worn at the true waist of the member. Members should refrain from wearing see through, provocative, excessively tight clothing such as spandex tights, shorts or other clothing inappropriate for worship services or ministry meetings.

Funerals- When death comes to a member of FMBC and the family desires the services of the pastor, it is their responsibility to notify him as soon as possible. Final arrangements should be made with his council.

Weddings- Members wishing to use the church should clear wedding dates with the Pastor as wedding plans are being made. A wedding guideline will be given to the party when the date of the wedding is being considered. Premarital counseling is required for anyone desiring to be married by the Pastor.

Open Door Policy- The Pastor’s office door is always open. Every member, visitor or friend has a standard invitation to come and see the Pastor. If problems arise in your personal lives, in your family, on your job, or in the church the Pastor is available for you if you desire to come and counsel with him concerning the matter. Members are not restricted to contacting the Pastor during office hours, he welcomes your calls at his resident. You may contact him for an appointment.

Organizations/Ministries for First Baptist Church

Deacon Ministry are men chosen by the church to assist the pastor.  The deacons are servants of the church.  The deacons make major contribution in strengthening the spiritual ministry of the church.  The pastor and deacons meet together regularly to plan and pray concerning the work of the church.

The Deacon’s Wives or Deaconess is an organization comprised of the wives of the deacons of the church and ministers of the church.  They render special services to the church by assisting in designated tasks such as in the ordinance of the Lord’s Supper and attending the candidates for Baptism.

Church School is our Bible teaching ministry of the church.  The textbook is the Holy Bible – the word of God.  It consists of Sunday School, Nurture for Baptist Church, Midweek Bible Study, and Vacation Bible School.

Sunday School offers weekly classes on Sunday Morning beginning at 9:15am for all ages to help grow in our understanding of God’s Word.

Midweek Bible Study seeks to lead individuals in a growing relationship with Jesus Christ and to equip them to follow Him in ministry.  Using the Bible as the textbook, study focuses on how to apply God’s priorities to our daily lives.  Midweek Bible study begins at 6:30pm.

Vacation Bible School normally held in June offers a week of intense Bible Study, fellowship, arts crafts, and various activities.  This week is an opportunity to reach the lost in the community.

Brotherhood & Laymen Ministry includes men of the church organized into Men’s Missionary movement and in men fellowship.  They lead in the study and promotion of missions and stewardship.

Music Ministry includes all of the choirs and musical aggregations of the church.  The ministry is under the Director of Music who plans and outlines its services, activities, and rehearsals.  This ministry is made up of a graded system of choirs with musicians who furnish a musical portion of all the worship services of the church.  Its musicians are responsible for furnishing music for the services.

Usher Ministry is a ministry of dedicated persons who have assumed the duty and responsibility of looking after the welfare and comfort of the worshippers in the worship service.  They serve as worship guides ensuring the comfort and order are maintained throughout the worship service.

Youth Ministry enhances the Christian Education of the youth.  This ministry provides a variety of activities for youth focusing on discipleship, Christian Values, and service to the Church and Community.

Willing Workers give aid to the elderly and needy.  Provide missionary help and welfare to the church and community.

Senior Mission is an organization binding together groups of Baptist Senior women who are willing to give time to definite study of mission and make contributions of service and finance for the coming of God’s Kingdom in every land. Enlisting and mobilizing other senior women to commit themselves to Christ, thereby allowing them to obtain more knowledge of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ and to motivate and promote positive, Christian womanhood. 

Junior Mission is an organization binding together groups of Baptist Junior women who are willing to give time to definite study of mission and make contributions of service and finance for the coming of God’s Kingdom in every land. Enlisting and mobilizing other junior women to commit themselves to Christ, thereby allowing them to obtain more knowledge of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ and to motivate and promote positive, Christian womanhood. 

Greeter Ministry This is welcoming committee, they are responsible for greeting all worshippers at the front door with a smile. They are the first faces our members/visitors see and it is pertinent that these ladies and gentlemen make our visitors/members feel welcome here @ FMBC.  

Pastors’ Aide is a ministry to aide and assist the Pastor of the Church. 

Praise Team is a ministry of dancing by non-verbal communication to enhance the body of Christ. 

M-25 Ministry is an outreach ministry that provides food and non-perishable items for those that are less fortunate. M-25 comes from Matthew 25.

M-28 Ministry is an outreach that introduces Jesus Christ to those that are lost. M-28 comes from Matthew 28
Marriage Ministry (A.I.D.) After I Do is a ministry designed to inform, inspire and nurture marriage through biblical principle between (male and female) husband and wife. 
Single Ministry (B.I.D.) Before I Do is a ministry designed for single people that are divorced, never been married or widowed. This ministry is to encourage Christian singles. 
Faith and Finance Ministry 

Your Personal Ministry each of us has been called to minister to one another and to the people that God has placed in our circle of influence. Crucial to our church’s fruitfulness is following Christ in ministry is our discovering and participating in a personal ministry. In order to grow in our walk with Christ and to join God in His work, we need to commit to five keys of spiritual disciplines:

1. Attending Weekly Worship Service

2. Attending Sunday School and Midweek Services

3. Daily quiet time in Bible Study and Prayer

4. Tithing

5. Sharing you Faith

First Baptist Church and Its Affiliations
Every Baptist Church is independent and under no head except the Lord Jesus Christ. No denomination organization has any control over the local church. However, Baptist Churches believe in and should practice the Scriptural doctrine of cooperation. Baptist work is done on these bases:


District Associations of Baptist Churches are composed of cooperating churches in a county or group of counties in a given territory. They hold annual meeting and board meeting where reports of the churches are given and plans for promotions of the work are made. First Baptist Church is a member of “South Texas Association”.


State Conventions are composed of all cooperating church in a state. They hold annual meetings at which are presented reports of various phases of the work. First Baptist Church is a member of the “General Missionary State Baptist Convention”.


The National Convention is composed of all cooperating churches as well as state conventions and district associations throughout the United States. It also holds annual meeting as well as a national congress. It has a foreign mission board, home mission and various other boards to help promote and carry out its great work for the Lord. This mission and benevolent work of the denomination is supported through the cooperation of the churches, which follow a plan of dividing the money given by the churches for missions and benevolence among the various agencies and institutions. First Baptist is a member of the “National Baptist Convention”.


There is no escape of the local church from the tug and pull of the great commission given to His church by our Lord.  The commission says, “Go into all the world”. These denominational organizations make it possible for the local church to unite their forces and obey the command. Every Baptist should feel seriously the obligation to support this work.  

Weekly Schedule of Services

Worship Service

        Sunday School………………………………………………8:50am

         Sunday Morning Worship…………………………………10:00am

Auxiliary Meetings

        Monday

                  Brotherhood……………………………………………6:00pm

                   Willing Workers………………………………………6:00pm

       Tuesday


      Senior Mission…………………………………………..6:00pm 

                 Junior Mission…………………………………………..6:00pm

       Wednesday

                   Prayer Meeting………………………………………...6:00pm

                   Bible Study…………………………………………….6:30pm

     Thursday

                Teachers’ Meeting……………………………………….6:00pm

                 Ushers’ Meeting……………1st and 3rd …………..……6:00pm

Choir Schedule 

Assigned Sunday

1st, 4th & Special Occasion --- Mass Choir

2nd Sunday --- Male Chorus

3rd Sunday --- Youth Ministry

5th Sunday Women’s Chorus

First Baptist Church Staff and Ministry Leaders For 2022
Pastor

Reverend A.L. Bell

Associate Ministers
Minister Darryl Turner 

Minster Michael Wyatt
Minister Harvey E. Martin Sr.
Minster Terrance Bell
Deacon Staff

Brother Charles Brooks                  Brother Cleveland Edwards                         
Brother Marc Gibson                   Brother James Pop Payne           


    Brother Raymond Woodkins      
Church Staff

Sister Roslyn Douglas, Administrative Assistant 

Sister Joyce Payne, Church Secretary

Brother Raymond Woodkins, Church Clerk
Assistants

Sister Nakia Bryant    Sister Ashley McCray

Sister Starla Ray 

Ministry Leaders

Brotherhood-Brother Robert Merchant

Willing Workers-Sister Bonnie Brooks
Senior Mission-Sister Pauline Williams

Young Women -Sister Nakia Bryant
Ushers Ministry-Brother James Oliver Sr. 
Youth Ministry-Sister Nakia Bryant, Sister Starla Ray 
Pastor Aide- Sister Joyce Britton
Greeters Committee-Sister Carla Gibson
Appreciation Committee-Sister Dorothy Godfrey
 Musician-Brother John Crockton
Drum-Brother Chris Porter
Base Guitar-Brother Bennie Ballard     Saxophonist- Brother Louis Payne

Sound Room-Brother James Pop Payne, Brother Mark Gibson, 

Sister Renita McCray and Sister Tawana Rhoads 
Power Point- Sister Ashley McCray, Sister Starla Ray 
Scholarship Chairperson-Sister Candice Gilbert
M-25 Ministry-Sister Samantha Hawkins

Sunday School Class Teachers 
Reverend A.L.Bell, Pastor

Deacon Raymond Woodkins, Superintendant

Brother Kevin Sandles, Asst. Superintendant 

	Class
	Class Room
	Teacher
	Age

	Men’s
	Love
	Rev. Michael Wyatt

Bro. Cleveland Edwards
	19 &Up

	Women I
	Joy
	Sis. Bessie Stewart

Sis. Deloris Penrice
	41 & Up

	Women II
	Longsuffering
	Sis. Tawana Rhoades

Sis. Faye Woodkins

Sis. Eva L. Patterson 
	41 & Up

	Teenagers
	Peace
	TBA
Sis. Candice Gilbert
	15-18

	Intermediates
	Meekness
	Sis. Joyce Woodkins

Sis. Zenobia Tolden

Sis. Renita McCray
	10-14

	Beginners,

Primary & Juniors
	Nursery
	Sis. Horytense Newsome

Sis. Starla Ray
	5-9


Bible Study Teachers
	Teenagers
	Kindness
	TBA
Sis. Nakia Nichols
	15-18

	Intermediates
	Meekness
	Sis. Joyce Woodkins
	10-14

	Beginners,

Primary & Juniors
	Nursery
	Sis. Starla Ray
Sis. Candice Gilbert 
	5-9


First Baptist Church

2120 36th Street North
Texas City, TX  77590

Rev. A. L. Bell, Pastor

Twelve Question and Twelve Answers for the Twelve Tribe Report

1. What is the purpose for the Twelve Tribe Report?

The purpose for the Twelve Tribe report is to generate funds for our present and future church building. 

2. Where will the funds be deposited?

 
The funds will be deposited into a separate account that will be titled “The Tribe Account”.

3. When will funds be used?


The funds will only be used when necessary.

4. Where will the funds be spent?

The funds will be spent specifically for maintenance and the upgrade of our present and future church building.

5.  What is the purpose of the Tribe Leader?


The purpose of the Tribe Leader is to have leadership within the group, to speak on behalf of the group and to communicate with the Pastor on any concerns for the group.

6. How will each Tribe be member be assigned?


The Tribe group will be assigned as needed in the tribe group.

7. How will each Tribe be required to report?


The Tribe leader will be required to report a minimum of $167.00

8. How often will each tribe be required to make minimum report?


The Tribe leader will make a verbal report after the sermon on the 4th Sunday of each month.

9. What is the maximum that each Tribe Leader can report?


You can’t beat God giving! The Tribe can report as much as possible.

Question and answer cont.…
10.  Will the Tribe Leader have a specific way to raise funds for each month?

No! Each Tribe Leader has to be creative within their own group. Do not ask for funds outside your group within the church.

11.  How long will this Tribe report last?

Indefinitely!

12. Will there be any incentive for the Tribe groups?

Yes! The Tribe that reports the most funds at the end of each year will receive a free dinner and a banner with each Tribe name and each Tribe member name on the banner. The banner will be displayed in one of our rooms in our present and future church.


	TRIBE NAME

	Asher-C. White

	Benjamin-R. Merchant

2008 Tribe Winner

	Dan-S. Edwards
2011 Tribe Winner

	Gad-D. Godfrey
2013, 2014, 2015, 2016 & 2020 Tribe Winner

	Issachar-B. Brooks

	Joseph-A. Hamilton

	Judah-C. Simpson

	Naphtali-D. Penrice            2017 & 2018,2019 Tribe Winner



	Reuben-R. Woodkins

2010 Tribe Winner

	Simeon-C. Brooks

2009 Tribe Winner

	Levi-P. Williams
 2012 Tribe Winner

	Zebulun-P. Greer 2021 TRIBE WINNER
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