





BENJAMIN FRANKLIN IN ALBANY

Next to George Washington, the name of Benjamin Franklin is heard more than any other American
historic figure on television programs today, both on Public Television and on many quiz shows. Schuyler
Mansion in Albany is very familiar to many of us who have toured the Mansion or attended programs
there. The following article appeared in the Friend of Schuyler Mansion newsletter. I think our members
will enjoy reading this bit of history.

Lois Dillon, Historic Resources Chairman

In the prize-winning Biography of Benjamin Franklin by Carl VanDorn we have some insight into the
kind of host Philip Schuyler was in going out of his way to be a help to others. Much of the book is taken
from Franklin’s Diary.

Franklin came to Albany in April 1774 with a Commission going to Canada. Others in the Com-
mission were all from Maryland — Samuel Chase, Charles Carroll and a Jesuit priest John Carroll. They
were going because it was believed the Canadian noblesse and Clergy had turned the people against the
American Colonists and they were going to explain the situation. They came up the Hudson River on a
sloop stopping along the way. Arriving early morning in Albany, General Philip Schuyler, commander of
the Continental forces in New York met them and took them to his house about a mile from town where
they dined. “He behaved with great civility, lives in a pretty style, has two daughters (Betsy and Peggy),
lively, agreeable, black-eyed girls”. After two days in Albany where they noted that Dutch was still chiefly
spoken but that English was gaining ground, they went on the 9th in a wagon, with the whole Schuyler
family to the Schuyler seat at Saratoga, where with bad roads and two Ferry crossings they were till sunset
in traveling 32 miles.

At Saratoga under 6 inches of April snow, they spent a week, pleased “with the ease and affability with
which we were treated, and the lively behavior of the young ladies”.

The Commission continued rowing up the Hudson River. Schuyler left ahead of them to his com-
mand at Lake George. Stopping at Wing’s Tavern at Fort Edward they received a message from Schuyler
telling them the Lake was not yet open. Later when they left the Tavern the party again joined Schuyler
and with him embarked on Lake George in clumsy open flatboats. Leaving him, they continued on Lake
Champlain. In Montreal met by General Arnold, they were given a salute from the cannon of The Citadel
to the “Committee of the Honorable Continental Congress”.

'The Mission was not successful. On their return trip leaving Albany they went by land as arranged by
General Schuyler to whom Franklin wrote from New York on the 27th, “We arrived here safely yesterday
evening in your post chaise driven by Lewis. I was unwilling to give so much trouble and would have
borrowed your sulky and driven myself, but good Mrs. Schuyler insisted on a full compliance with your
pleasure, as signified in your letter and I was obliged to submit, which I was afterwards very glad of, part
of the road being very stony and much gullied, where I should probably have overset and broken my own
bones. Through the influence of your kind recommendations to the Inn-Keepers on the road we found a
great readiness to supply us with a change of horses. Accept our thankful acknowledgements; they are all

we can at present make”.












