Minnesota Rural Counties

Rural Broadband Profiles

Minnesota Association of Townships
Campbell, MN

Business: Operates aerial applicator and limobus services — Wilkin County

Eric Klindt

Commissioner

Internet Service: Wireless service for last ten years. Just switched to satellite.

My Story: In southern Wilkin County, there is a lack of reliable service at adequate
speeds. Wireless was reliable but slow — | think dial-up would be faster. The satellite
service | switched to blinks off when the weather turns. | have planes in the air in three
different states and can’t afford to lose tracking when weather moves in — which is when |
most need to be connected...

Our Message:
MRC and MAT are participating members of the Rural Broadband Coalition and support the coalition message for 2018:
“Fund the Border-to-Border Broadband program. No new policy this year.”

Goal: The Minnesota Rural Broadband Coalition and
its supporters request the 2018 Legislature to fund the
Border-to-Border Broadband Development Grant
program with $51.48 million in 2018 to achieve the
state’s 2026 broadband speed goal of 100 megabits
per second (Mbps) download and 20 Mbps upload.
Consistent and stable funding of the grant program is
important to allow economic development agencies,
local governments and others to be creative and
collaborative in their approach to providing broadband
services to these areas.

Background: The Legislature has traditionally
provided funding for the Border-to-Border Broadband
Grant Program on an annual basis, rather than over the
biennium. Last session, the Legislature included $20
million for the program. The Office of Broadband
Development received 70 applications in the 2017 grant
cycle totaling over $50 million in requests for
broadband infrastructure projects throughout the state.

The Governor's Task Force on Broadband Report
recommends $71.48 million per biennium in on-going
funding over the next four years. This will provide
broadband internet speeds of 25 Mbps/3 Mbps to the
252,000 households that currently lack such service—
and will help Minnesota achieve its statutory broadband
speed goal of connecting all Minnesotans with
broadband internet speeds of 100 Mbps/20 Mbps by
2026.

For more information, please contact:

Dan Larson, MN Rural Counties
612-210-2493 or dan27@frontiernet.net

Steve Fenske, MN Assn. of Townships
763-497-2330 or sfenske@mntownships.org

2019 Broadband Availability in the State of Minnesota

Percentage of Households Served by Wireline
Broadband Service by City/Township

At Least 100 Mbps Download/20 Mbps Upload Speeds
Statewide Availability: 85.98%, Rural: 68.43%
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This map was prepared by Connected Mation under contract
with the Dx of Ei and ic
D The map repr areas of
availability based on provider data submitted to and analyzed
by Connected Nation. This data is current as of December 31, 2018.

Additional maps and data are available at

Upon request, this information can be made available in
alternate formats for people with disabilities by contacting the
DEED Office of Broadband Development at 651-259-7610.
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