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1 Introduction

Along with many other Papuan languages, located on the island of New Guinea, Korafe'
manifests sequences of clauses interacting tosignal both referential and temporal relationships.
Longacre (1972:1) describes this mode of clausc combining as ‘clause chaining.” James Marsh
whimsically describes this syntagm: “clumps of clauses cling togcther inthe damp New Guinea
weather.” Sometimes this chaining system is tcrmed switch reference chaining, because of the
referential tracking feature of thesc clause scquences. Jacobsen (1967:240) coined and defined
the term switch reference: “Switch-reference consists simply in the fact that a switch in subject
or agent is obligatorily indicated in ccrtain situations by a morphcme, usually suffixed, which
may or may not carry other meanings in addition.” Haiman and Munro (1983:ix) give both
formal or structural and functional definitions: “Canonical switch-reference is an inflectional
category of the verb, which indicates whether or not its subject is identical with the subject of
someotherverb... Functionally, switch reference isadevice for referential tracking.” However,
the term “switch reference” only explicates one feature possibility of the clause chaining
evidenced by Papuan languages. In addition to specifying a switch in subject or topic reference,

* The data for this paper was gathered over several field trips to the Tufi area since 1972. A concordance of 61,053
morphemes taken from texts and prepared in the S.LL. Computer Services at Ukarumpa, Papua New Guinea was used
in the analysis.

1 am in debt to the people of Baga Village, who welcomed us in 1972, taught us Korafe, and wrote many of the stories
analysed. I also wish to gratefully acknowledge those Korafe speakers who have had special input into this paper:
Kingsley Seko, Michael Mota, Kenneth and Norris Mota, Justus and Rhoda Seko, Erastus Avo Daba, Davidson Yariyari,
Fr. Zacharias Yariyari, Evertius Yariyari, David Clark Furifuri, Luke Nunisa, Lucien Simati, Randall Simati, and
Bensted Keghana. [ am grateful for the input of both my supervisors and colleagues at the Australian National University
and at the Summer Institute of Linguistics at Ukarumpa. The usual disclaimers apply.

1 Between 3000 and 4000 Korafe-speaking people inhabit the headland-fjord system of Cape Nelson in the Tufi
District of the Oro (or Northern) Province on the north coast of Papua New Guinea. There are two dialects of Korafe:
1) the main dialect, spoken from Jebo to Kasiawa, at Katokato and Tumina, and 2) the Yegha or Mokorua dialect, spoken
at Siu, from Gavide up to Katokato, and from Fofoma to Angorogho.

The Korafe language belongs to the Binandere family, Binandere Stock. Typologically, Korafe manifests features and
constructions common in non-Austronesian or Papuan Languages, described by Wurm (1982), Dutton (1975), Franklin
(1983), Longacre (1972), McElhanon and Voorhoeve (1970), Scott (1978), Foley (1 986), and others. The sound system
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thischaining system also indicates maintenance of subject acrossclause boundaries. The clause
chaining system in Korafe also indexes temporal relationships, that is, temporal succession or
temporal overlap between the clauses, mirroring iconically the chronological structuring of
events in the real world.

This article is a preliminary survey of the nature of these interactive sequences of clauses
inKorafe. It presents the formswhich realise the medial verb chaining system and explores their
function and distribution. What type of linkage exists between clauses in a chain and the final
clause? What pragmatic functions does the switch reference system fulfill?

2 Korafe Verb Forms?

The Korafe verb manifests three levels of structural complexity: the composite stem, the

reflected in the orthography includes 5 basic nasal and oral vowels (a, 4, ¢, &, i,1, 0, 8, u, @i); S phonemic stops (b, t, d,
k, g), 4 fricatives (¢, B, s, Y), the rhotic flapped r, 2 nasal consonants (m, n) and the approximant j.

Korafe is an SOV language with rigid verb final ordering, mostly suffixation on the verbs, and postpositions.
Possessive modifiers precede nouns, but most adjectives follow the nouns they modify, sometimes reduplicating to agree
in number with their plural noun head. Only animate or thematically salient nouns are marked for plurality. Using only
four pronominal roots, the pronominal system still encodes dual forms and inclusive/exclusive first person plural
distinctions. Verb forms may be differentiated by form and occurrence. Serial root forms and medial verbs occur in
sentence medial positions and relate in status and temporality to the time of a following semi-final or final verb. Semi-
final and final verbs may be marked for status, TAM (tense, aspect, and/or mood), perscn and number of subject, and
modal orientation.

The basic demonstrative roots — e, a, 0 — occur in combinations with postpositions, verbs and the copula. They have
referential and pragmatic functions. Functioning like conjunctions, they mark relationships between clauses. Syntactico-
semantic subordination is realised by nominalised constructions terminating with a verb inflected for tense, aspect,
person and number of subject and propositional status. Subordinate clauses usually precede, but may follow independent
super-ordinate clauses. Most relative clauses are just subsets of these nominalised constructions with the noun head
included in the relative clause. Givon (1979:212) terms these clauses “unembedded and unreduced relative clauses that
are basically topic sentences.”

% List of Abbreviations: ACT actor, contrastive, ALOC approximate locative, AQ indicative assertion-information
question marker, BEN benefactive, purpose locative, CD change of direction: contrastive topic/focus, CEFF marker on
participant or activity effecting, CEXP contrary to expectations change, CFAC counterfactual. COM comitative, COP
copula, CPAR comparative postposition, CR current relevancy marker, CUST customary generic, gnomic TAM index,
irrealis, D dual, D1 distal-1 demonstrative, D2 distal-2 demonstrative, DF deontic focus marker, DIM diminutive,
deferential, DP distant past tense, DS different subject medial verb form, DUP duplicated word, DUR durative aspect
verb stem, EP enduring past tense, END endocentric, EX exocentric, EXC exclusive, F future tense, FN finite, final/semi-
final, not asserted, FOC focus, GEN genitive, H hortative mood, IMP imperative mood, INC inclusive, INF infinitive,
INT feature intensifier/contrastive intensifier, IPF imperfective, IR irrealis status, LOC locative, NDUR non-durative
aspect verb stem, NEG negative focus specifier, NP near past tense, PAST past tense medial form, PERF perfective
aspect, PIV pivotal, PL plural, PRES present tense, R realis, RED reduplicated, S singular, SEQ sequencing medial
verb form, SIM simultaneous medial verb, SIM-SEQ encoding sequencing action occurring simultaneously with motion
verbs, SLF semi-final/final logical verb construction, SPEC specifier (usually contrastive), SRC switch reference
medial verb chain, SS same subject medial verb form, SVC serial verb chain, T/F topic or focus foregrounding marker,
TAM tense, aspect, mood index, TCC topic-tracking, chronologically-ordered clause chain, TP today’s (hodiernal) past
tense, YP yesterday’s (hesternal) past tense, I verb stem I [non-durative, perfective] or class vowel for stem I, II verb
stem II [often durative, imperfective] or characterising vowel for stem 11, 1 first person, 2 second person, 3 third person;
- signals morpheme break, = signals break between a word and accompanying clitics, may be phonologically one word,
+ break between duplicated words or phrasal compound words.
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non-finite forms, and the finite forms. Each of thesc structures may additionally host an
imperfective marker: {ere-} or {-uru} (and perhaps -*).

2.1 Verb Stems

All Korafe verbs manifest two stems: stem I and stem II. Stem I is composed of the
inflectional root plus the class vowel. This final class vowel differentiates verbs into inflectional
classes: e-verbs, i-verbs, or u-verbs. Stem1 isthe simple singular imperative form for every verb.
Verb forms with stem [ usually manifest perfective and non-durative or punctual aspects. Stem
ITiseither suppletive or derived from stem I by addition of the appropriate characterising vowel
(-u or -i) or by reduplication, combination with the distributive pro-verb ut or other minor
combinations which always terminate with the characterising vowel -u. All verb forms that
potentially may host the imperfective markers {ere-} or {-uru} or are durative must occur with
stem II.

StemI  Stemll

e-stem verbs: bete beti ‘soften’
keve kevu ‘carve’

i-stem verbs:* gi gosu ‘see’
mindi  ri ‘eat’

u-stem verbs:® tambu  tafu ‘find’
bu ruru ‘get’

These stems carry the basic lexical information realised by the verb and are obligatorily present
inevery verbform. Verb stems also function as serial verbs occurring in serial verbor integrated
action constructions.

2.2 Non-Finite Forms

Korafe has several non-finite forms. The infinitive (or positive deverbal), the negative
deverbal occur with stemIand an invariable suffix: -ari ‘to do’ and -ae ‘not doing’ respectively.
Several same subject medial verb forms also manifest stem plus invariable suffix.

3 The morpheme -r occurring with the customary (or generic-gnomic) paradigm is probably an imperfective or
repetitive marker. But -r is also used epenthetically to separate verb stem vowels from the STATUS-TAM/
MarkSU:Person-Number/Modal Orientation indices.

4 j‘go, motion toward goal’ and iri ‘remain, exist’ belong to this class, but only manifest this form as an imperative,
not a root.

3 fu ‘come, be in motion’ belongs to this class but only manifests this form as an imperative, not a root.
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Called medial verbs, becausc of their ipso facto postion sentence medially and their general
inability to function as isolated utterances, Korafe same subject (SS) medial verbs are marked
to indicate cataphorically a temporal rclationship of priority or overlap with the following
adjacent verb. Not possessing any subject marking index, they maintain subject reference
across clauses. Medial verbs occur in referencing medial verb clause chains, characterised by
combining predicates thatdiffer in morphological complexity or encode temporal relationships
with another verb rather than with the absolute speech act encoding time. To discuss adjacent
clauses within topic tracking, chronologically ordered clause chains (abbreviated as TCC),* 1
follow Haiman and Munro (1983:xii) using the term ‘marking clause’ to indicate the clause
terminating with a verb that is inflected for maintcnance (marked SS) or shift of subject
reference (marked DS). In Korafe, the reference clause follows the marking clause, and its
subject normally serves as the standard of referential comparison controlling the selection of
SS or DS inflection in the marking clausc.

Every marking clause within aswitch reference chain manifestsa verb that is marked either
for anteriority (SEQ) or tcmporal overlap (SIM) with the verb in the reference clause. The SS
medial verbs encode these relationships by two separate invariable suffixes: -do and -se. The
suffix -do® combines with stem I or stem II to indicate that the verb it marks is involved in a
sequencing relationship. With stem I, -do indicates that the verb it marks is signalling an event
that occurs prior to and terminates before the event signalled in the reference clause.

Sequencing: sedo ‘having said’
gido ‘having scen’
gembudo ‘having written’

Forms comprised of stem 1I with -do always prcccde motion verbs and indicate that the action
of the verb in the marked clausc is repeatedly sequenced over the period of time indicated by
the motion verb.
Sequencing-Simultancous:

sido (+ motion verb) ‘(coming/going along) speaking’

gosudo (+ motion verb) ‘(coming/going along) looking at’

gefudo (+ motion verb) ‘(coming/goingalong) writing’
Aninter-clausal overlap relationship is conveyed by the combination of stem Il with se, a suffix
which possibly originates from combinations of the verb se ‘utter, say’ in serial verb construc-
tions.

¢ The usual term for these constructions has been switch reference chains (SRC), but switch of subject/thematic
reference only accounts for 25% of the functions of these chains. Maintenance of subject/thematic reference and temporal
relationships are also indexed. Givon (1990:902) discusses the maintenance of thematic coherence across a multi-clause
chain, which he calls “equi-topic clause chains.” However, these medial verb chaining constructions track more than
topic; they iconically reflect the temporal order of events in the real world. So I am tennmg them topic-tracking,
chronologically-ordered clause chains (TCC).
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Simultaneous: sise ‘whilc saying’
ying
gosuse ‘while secing’

gefuse ‘while writing’

There are two more related sets of non-finite medial verbs: the sequencing durative irrealis
forms composed of stem II forms plus IMPERFECTIVE: {ere-} + -a, -ual-ia, -ama, -uamal
-iama. These forms index an activity that is projected to span a lengthy period of time in the
future or customarily or habitually. At this point in their history, the Korafe use these suffixes
interchangeably although they fecl that the forms terminating with -zma are more emphatic.
When they need a form to index longer spans of time, they sclect the longer -ia/-ual-iamal
-uama set.

The stative verb iri ‘remain, stay, be’ occurs without the imperfective marker: ird, iria,
irama, iriama. And the motion verbs f ‘come’ and i ‘go’ occur both with and without the
imperfective marker: fa, fama, foa, foama, refoa, refoama and ya, yama, eria, eriama.’

1) Nenda  vare=da y-a S-ua
3PL.GEN garden-LOC go.DUR-SEQ.IR.SS come.DUR-SEQ.DUR.IR.SS
gh-ari=dae se-do ghaka aghe-r-aera.

do.again-INF=BEN say.I-SEQ.SS outrigger.canoc hollow.I-IPF-CUST.3PL.FN
‘In order to go and come to their gardens on a rcgular basis, they hollow out
(and make) outrigger canocs.’

Other verbs, especially e ‘do’ and avi ‘slecp’, also may occur with the non-finite durative irrealis
affixes, -a,-ama,-ia/-ua,-iama/-uama. To host this affix, these verbs obligatorily take the
endocentric imperfective affix {ere}.

2) ...nati=da buvu-do r-av-ia sifo
village=LOC arrive.ND-SEQ.SS IPF-sleep-SEQ.IR.SS day
at-ari y-ama taima=da...

dawn.ND-SEQ.IR.F.3S.DS go.DUR-SEQ.IR.SS.T/F bush=LOC
¢...(the women) arrive in the village, slcep until day dawns, and...’

All of the above same subject forms are non-finitc forms, not indexing person and number
of subject.

7 Forms of the verb do ‘leave ofP regularly succeed stems of other lexical verbs producing a periphrastic verb phrase
encoding cessative aspect.
... kokoi ami  mindi do-tiri...
baby breast eat.I leave.off.I-SEQ.R.38.DS
¢...the baby stopped breast feeding and...’
Ari  eko amo  kote do-y-asi!
deed bad that. T/F think leave.ofl.]-STEN-that.say.Il
‘Leave off thinking about (Forgive) that bad deed!’
It is probable that this cessative syntagm was used so often as a serial verb construction that it fused, furnishing this
sequencing medial verb form.
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2.3 Finite Verb Forms

Contrastively, finite verb forms index both person and number of subject. This includes
different subject (DS) medial verbs, semi-final verbs, and final verbs. Finite verbs have this
structure:

+Stem+C. Vowel + Imperfective + Status-TAM.MarkSU.ModalOrientation
where ‘C.Vowel’ is the class vowel, ‘Status’ is the status, realis or irrealis, and ‘MarkSU’ is
subject marking,

These finite forms probably spring from the same source, but they differ in function and
distributionand in the final vowel cncoding the oricntation the speakertakes toward the action.
Final verbsare indcpendent and may terminate sentences and utterances. They manifesta range
of final vowels: -a for non-past and third person singular (3S) verb forms in declarative
predications, -i for past tense verbs and all verb forms in information question interrogative
predications, -e for hortative predications, and -o for predications that are shouted. Semi-final
verb forms terminate subordinate, embedded constructions, often preceding demonstrative
based conjunctions and topic markers. They resemble the final verb set, but only terminate in
-a.

2.3.1 Different Subject (DS) Medial Verb Forms. Diffcrent subject (DS) medial verbs occur as
the internal components of referencing medial verb clause chains (TCCs). They host a final -
o (-ri for third person singular), and this scrves to index cataphorically a shift in subject for the
reference clause.In contrast, marking clause verbs that encode a switch in subject reference
(DS) host a suffix that specifies the person and number of the subject in the marking clause.
They also indicate simultaneously the local clausal subject referent by the MarkSU:Person/
Number set of indices which they share with other finite verb forms. Like other finite verbs,
different subject medial forms appearto havea STATUS-TAM index. But for medial verbs, the
STATUS-TAM indices are limited and actually signal relative temporal relationships of
anteriority or overlap between the marking clause and the reference clause, just like SS medial
verb forms. But in addition to these sequencing and simultaneous temporal relationships, each
DS medial verbformalso indicatcsits status: realis orirrealis. In fact, the only irrealis DS medial
verb forms that encode simultancity or overlap obligatorily host the exocentric imperfective {-
uru}. But the forms encoding realis overlap arise from the present tense form without the
endocentric imperfective {ere-}, which marks sentence final present tense forms. Thus DS
medial verbs have the form:
Stem£IPF +Status/TAM=RelativeTiming +MarkSU:Person/Number +{o}

The first person singular forms are uscd in the synopsis in Table 1.
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TABLE 1; DIFFERENT SUBJECT MEDIAL VERB FORMS EXEMPLIFIED

‘say’ ‘sce, look’ ‘write, weave’
REALIS SEQUENTIAL: sé-teno g-éno gémb-eno
SIMULTANEOUS: s-éno £0s-éno gef-éno
IRREALIS
FUTURE SEQUENTIAL: s-aono g-adno gemb-ono
FUTURE SIMULTANEOUS: s-irur-éno  gos-ur-éno gef-ur-6no
CUSTOMARY SEQUENTIAL: s-éono g-éono gemb-éono
CUSTOMARY SIMULTANEOUS: s-irur-éono  gos-urur-éono  gef-urur-éono
NEGATIVEHORTATIVE: s-eéno g-edno gemb-edno
NEG. H. SIMULTANEOUS: s-irur-edno  gos-urur-eéno  gef-urur-eono

Different subject medial verbs function in a concord system with the terminal final or semi-
final verb in the TCC, depending on it for the absolute® temporal relationship to the speech act
encoding time and modal oricntation. All medial forms must agree in status with final verb
forms, i.e. only realis medials may mark clauscs which have realis final forms in the reference
clause. The two realis paradigms may occur in marking clauscs followed by reference clauses
predicated by final/semi-final verbs in any one of six rcalis final paradigms: enduring past,
distant past, yesterday’s (hesternal) past, ncar past, today’s (hodicrnal) past, and present
tenses. And the three irrealis different subject medial forms are matched by these final
paradigms: future, hortative, negative hortative, counterfactual, and customary as well as the
habitual verb phrase in all tenses, and the infinitive (positive deverbal) and negative deverbal.

8 The correspondences in Sucna and Binandere are similar to the Korafe schema shown in the table.

Wilson (1974:42-9) gives examples of DS verb forms. Other than the third person singular form, they terminate in
-ajust like the final verb forms. The third person singular medial DS form regularly drops the final a. These medial verbs
differ from final verbs in that there are only three rather than than six tenses encoded in the suffixes, and they occur in
sentence medial position. Each set—sequential, habitual, simultaneous/short duration, and simultaneous/long duration
each have three sets of forms: a future set, a today’s past or present set and a past or remote past set.

Among the sequential forms, the future medial form resembles the hortative (e—»a) and is matched by a final future
form. The today’s past is matched with final present, today’s past, yesterday’s past, and past. There is a separate remote
past form which corresponds to the final remote past form.

There are three habitual sets for which Wilson says the SEQ/SIM distinction is suspended. The future occurs with the
durative stem and matches a final future verb. The present forms use the we form of “‘do’ and match each other. The past
completed action uses one non-durative form, perhaps with a form of se (sa) ‘utter’ in each of them, and covers
yesterday’s past, past, and remote past.

Simultaneous DS medial verbs manifest sets encoding short duration or long duration. The short duration forms
manifest the durative stem followed by the correct form tense-wise of nuai *remain’, and the simultaneous long duration
forms have the durative stem and the appropriate form of we *do’. In both sets, future medial corresponds to future final.
The present medial corresponds to today’s past, yesterday's past, and past. The remote past medial form differs a bit from
the today’s past and corresponds to the final remote past.

Capell (1969:26) listed four tense-aspect DS medial verb forms for Binandere: present encoding simultaneous with
all the past tenses, general past yielding sequential relationships between the marked clause and the reference clause,
future with future tense, and habit aspect with habitual/customary final verbs. Like Korafe, Binandere medial verbs
terminate in -o (-i for third parson singular).
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Table 2 shows the permissable status/TAM relationships between DS verb forms in the
marking clause and final verb forms in the reference clause.

TaBLE 2: DS MEDIAL-FINAL VERB TENSE/MooOD CONCORD

DS Mecdial ‘Tense’ Final Verb T-A-M

Present
Sequential Today’s Past -o Today’s Past
Realis Near Past
Yesterday’s Past
Simultaneous Prescnt -o [-IPF] Distant Past
Enduring Past

Future

Hortative

Impcrative

Future (Hontative -o0) Negative Hortative

Sequential Counterfactual

Irrealis and Customary?®

Simultaneous Habitual VPs
[+IPF] Deverbals

Customary Customary
(Enduring Past -0 Habitual VPs
or Honative -0)

Negative Hortative-o | Ncgative Horative

Table 2 bears a remarkable similarity to the table Roberts (n.d.:44) presented on Suena Tense
Sequencing. .

¢ Although, when they are questioned, Korale speakers will declare that customary medial forms should be used with
the customary final verb and habitual VPs ending ina final verb, in practice, they use both the irrealis future and customary
medial forms.

&
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TABLE 3: SUENA TENSE SEQUENCING

DS Medial ‘Tense’ Final Verb T-A-M

Present

Today’s Past
Today’s Past Necar Past .
Yesterday’s Past Sequential
Past (Two Years)

Remote Past Remote Past

Future Future

Present

Today’s Past
Present Necar Past Simultancous
Ycsterday’s Past
Past (Two Yecars)

Both Korafe and Suena (Wilson 1974:42-50) utilisc the today’s past tense in the marking
clause toindicate atemporal sequencing rclationship with the reference clause in either present
or any one of the past tenses excluding the remote past. In the same way, present tense forms
in the marking clause signal overlap relationships with the prescnt or past verb forms in the
reference clause. Both Suena and Korafe manifest a restricted number of paradigms with the
ability of predicating marking clauses. The significant difference s that all indicative final verb
forms terminate in -a in Suena. And the corresponding medial forms also terminate in -a.
However, while all Korafe present tensc forms and past third person forms also terminate in -
a, all medial forms (other than the third person singular -ri) terminate in -o,

It can be hypothesised that the Korafe DS medial verb forms probably arose from tense
sequencingpatterns thatutilised alimited setof final/semi-final verbs in the marking clause. The
current different subject medial forms probably arose'® from a fusion of the finite final verb
forms with -o, which is also the distal demonstrative o ‘that, far from speaker and hearer’ and
the disjunctive conjunction o ‘or’ used in polar questions and other polar alternations. It seems
appropriate to indicate discontinuity of subject with a disjunctive conjunction.

19 Haiman (1983:126) proposes that DS forms in some languages arose from a combination of the (Verb + PERSON
= a subordinate verb form that is indifferent to switch reference) + nominalizer/conjunction. Suena still utilises the same
original final verb forms as DS medial forms. However, Korafe has moved a step further, adding either a conjunction
or demonstrative to the original suffix which fused. I suspect that it is probably the conjunction o ‘or’ that is used here
because the medial verb marked clause is not embedded in the following reference clause. The demonstrative would
embed it and give it an argument function, core or peripheral, in the following clause.
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The following examples illustrate some SS and DS concord relationships.
Same Subject (SS) Medial Examples:

3) a.  Nu nati-da buvu-do na tamb-ira.
3S village-LOC arrive. ND-SEQ.SS 1S find ND-TP.3S.FN
‘He arrived in the village and found me.’
b. Na nati-da buvu-do nu  tafu-seni.
1S village-LOC arrive.ND-SEQ.SS 3S find.ND-DP.1S.AQ
‘He arrived in the village and found me.’
c. Ni nati-da buvurutu-se Jjingabu mindafud g-aresa.
2S village-LOC approach.II-SIM.SS snake  big.that  see.ND-TP.1S.AQ
‘While you will be approaching the village, you will see a big snake.’

Different Subject (DS) Examples:

4) a. Ni nati-da buv-eso gi-do, nu do
3S village-LOC arrive.I-SEQ.R.2S.DS scc.I-SEQ.SS 3S leave.l
sumb-ira.
run.I-TP.3S.FN
“You arrived at the village, so he left and ran away.’
b. Na nali-da buvurut-eno kokora beka si-sira.

1S village-LOC approach.1I-SIM.R.1S.DS rooster mouth say.II-DP.3S.FN
‘While I was approaching the village, the cock crowed.’
c. Nu nati-da buvurut-urur-ari, gi-do, ne
3S village-LOC approach.lI-IPF.SIM-IR.F.3S.DS see.I-SEQ.SS 3PL
isambu ategi areva.
all greet do.F.2PL.FN
‘As he is approaching the village, all of you will greet him.’
d. Abua-mane nati-da buvurut-urur-e(ajoro
grandfather-PL village-LOC approach.1I-IPF.SIM-IR.CUST.3PL.DS
gi-do avia-mane sorara e-do
see.I-SEQ.SS grandmother-PL cry do.I-SEQ.SS
ghu-seri.
do.repeatedly.II-DP.3PL.AQ
‘While our grandfathers would be approaching/were approaching the
village (after working at a plantation for six months or more), our grand-
mothers would cry/cried.’



