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CHILCOTIN STUDIES: Quite a lot of information about the history of

the Chilcotin Indians may be gathered from old D.I.A. Reports. The
Government in Ottawa has been putting out one of these reports every
year for well over 100 years. When reading them, a person has to
remember that the Government employees who wrote these reports would
only say things that would make the Govt. Took aood! Often, the
situations on some of the Indian Reserves was very bad, but the Govt.
would say very little about this in their Annual Reports.




ALL HEADINGS DOME WITH A “PRINTSHOP" COMPUTER DISK.
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CHILCOTIN STUDIES *
CHITCORINISRUBIES

i Inprax OFricE,
Vicroria, B.C., Tth Nov., 1833.
The Rigbt Ienorabic
Tho Superiutendent-General of Indian Affairs,
Qtiawa,

Str,—I haveo the honor to report my roturn to Victoria, after having made an
oxtonsive official visit throughout the ivterior, inspocting, en roule. the Frazer,
Kamloops and Olinnagan Acencios and a largae portion gl the Lillooet Distrier.

CHILCOTIN,

Oa my return o Soda Creck T inat two f the Chilcotin Chicfs, Amahim and
Tooscy, whn had como thither to wout and oscort mo through Lheir cuuutry. L
crossed Fruser River on tho Sth Sopterber and rode thiriy-six 1niics, campng at

Docr Park, whore forty or filty of Toosey's lodiaus had assombled to mevt mo belore
going to their camp, twelve or fifteen miles farther on. '

[a reply to my introductory words to them, Toosoy aidressed mo 28 foilows: —
« Chijof: 1 know that my people bave a bad pame, but you are the first Queen's
officer who has vi-ited us, except for arresting somo of onr number.

« 1o havo boon afraid of white people because those we bave generally met
have imposed upoo and doceivod us. Wo have heard your words aud wo are zlad
1hat the Quoen has scot yon Lo us as our friond.

« You do not come among us to arrest us and punish us, but to counsel and
adviso us. You must remember that our peoplo aro as yet wild. They are like the
deor which sleops and starta suddonly at tho first sound of alarm.

«Some of my people aro hid in the mountains and have been afraid to come
in. They will come in to scc you, and when they hear your kind words they will
not be afraid. and will do what you say.

« \Ve will all meet you to-morrow."

Fortunately, | bad received at Soda Croe’, from Mr. Moffatt, Capt. Moason's
appoiatment, and having sent a messenger for him, that gentleman accompanied me
throughout tho remainder of his Agency, & circamstanco that groatly facilitated the
proper understanding of his iostructions, and enabled me to introduce him personally
10 the various tribes, as their future resident agent. :

Captaia eason is a retired army officer, a resident of the couuntry for the last
twenty-four years, and therefore well acquainted with nativo tribes of the interior.
Ho sppears 10 be an uctive man (riding from fifty to sixty miles 2 day with we dur-
ing my visit in his district) and, o far as [ was able to judge, was well received by,
and posscsses tho confidence of the Indians.

ha-l not previously mn~t Capt Meason, but I think bis selection was a good one.
Tho Indiuns, without excoption, secmed oxceedingly pleased that they could now havoe
Eis rorvices as their counsellor.

I have the bonor to be. Siv,
Your ¢bedient servant,

J. W. POWELL,
Indian Supesinlendant.

CHILCOTIN STUDIES: This letter, from the 1883 D.I.A. Annual Report,
was written by the Superintendent of Indian Affairs, Mr.J.W.Powell.
It tells about the first meeting between himself, and the Chilcotin
Chiefs: Anahim and Toosey. This was before any Indian Reserves had
been set up in the Chilcotin part of British Columbia.



WirLiaxs Lare Acesoy, B. C,,
Lisaer Dog Cazex, 15th September, 1888,

The Honorable
The Superintendont General of Indian AfTairs,
Ottawa.

Str,—I have tho honor to forward herewith my aupual report for the yesr ended
80th June, 1838, together with tabular statemont and list of Government propasty
under roy charge up to tho samo dato.

On the 12th of April I started to visit the various reserves in my agoncy,
proceeding first to the +

%% - CroiLooriN Banps, )
% Toosey Band.—This reserve scffored much duving the winter from moasles,

which carriod off three adulta and saven children. Nearly ovory member of the

band was attacked by tha disease; and{din copsequonco, no trapping was douoe, and

the tribo had 5o meaus of procuring scéd grain in tho rpring. 1With tho permisaion

of Indian Suporiutendent Powell, I supplied what seed was required, for which
. the chief expressed mach gratitado.

Stone Band—This reservo wns Jaid off last suwmer by the Indizn Reserve
Commissioner. I a3 surprized to find the extent of zood feocing which this
tribo had made slresdy, sud the quantity of now land broken. This band had
never beforo taken any interest in agriculture, devoting all their time to trappiny,
and it was not to ho cxpected that in ono seazun they woald have chbanged their
modo of life. With tko advico nf Messv<, Shuby and Mentlon, w o owa a laveo farin
adjoining tno reserve, nore of tho band l¢it the reservo durins; the time when tho
mosslos existed in the other ressrees, and, in consequoncd, not a sinile caso occurred
amozugst them, Tho sama gentlomen bave kindly taken tanch woublo to show theso
Indizns how 10 farra and how to build their fencex; and have wven cut purt of the
crop with their xelf-binder, us tho graio was over ripo 2ud wuch would have bean

lost if cut with cradles. From buing the wildest of the Ghilcotin bands, this tribo
will soon bo an oxample (o the rost as steady and prosperous furmurs.

Anahun Bands.—The_Indiacy of this Tesorve_alsn suflared sasorely from-the
mosslos, resulting in tha death of sovonteca of thoir numbgr. This band was also
uppliod with whest and oat3 for seed. 'The ditoh coustructod on this reserve pro7-
ing uscless, on nccount of frequent broakages, caused by the oil being of an alkali
pature, & new livo was marked out by 3Mr. Shuby and mysolf which will prove to be
golid and lasting. Thoeo Chilcotin Lodians are far superior to most of tho tribes of
this agency as workers, and they scom to have a desire to acquire more thac a bare
oxistouce. As an instnoce, one of tho Tooaoy tribe, named Fraok, nwas two waggons
and teams, with which be mskes money by froighting goods for the settlers Tbo
same Indian has just parchased a four horse threshor, part of which he has elready
paid for, with which ho intonds to tarosh the grain of anyone who will hire it. As
thero is no threshor on that side of Fraser River, tboro is no doubt the investment
will repay him.

Alexandria.—Scxon. ta nq ix children o i od_hare died einco last
roport; fi 2 rfi glex. Six Lirths bave, hawevor,

taken p}aco in the rame period, the result beirg a decresto of reven.  Althonzu most
indastrions and good buntors, yet I regretto say this tribe bas not inproved i:?rcg:‘.rd
to tomporance. Thero aro eovoral hsif-breeds who live with this tribe, and #s the
law allows iulox cauts 10 bo sold to that cluse, even when residing upon reseeves, it‘is

impossible to prevent tho frequent supplying of liguor by them to the Indiuos of thoe
bands among whom they resico.

The harvust of berries bus boen abucdaot thie sammer in all parts of tho azeacy,
but tho rup of salmon has beco very small, littlo moere than waat ®a3 coustmed
daring tho fishing season. Tho crops oa all tho reserces this roason zro ubusdant.
With the excopticn cf these rerorves which suffered from the measies, the ygeuoral
hoalth of tho lndiacs of this agency bus been good.

The goneral conduct of tho various bunds has been vory good.

I have the horoor to be, Sir,
Y our obedient servant,
Wi, LAING MEASON,
Indian dgent.

CHILCOTIN STUDIES: The local Indian Agent, William Meason, wrote this
letter shortly after Indian reserves had been set up in the Chilcotin
country. Despite claiming that the health of the Indians in this area
"...has been good", it is obvious that there were some very serious
health problems! In this one year, from 1887 to 1888, about 40 Indians
at Toosey, Anaham and Alexandria had died; mostly from the measles.
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CHILCOTIN STUDIES

Toosey Reserve was surveved lust summer by Mr, D.I.S, Fletcher

The Land is well provided with lund of good quaidity, There is also a good liay
meadow ou the reserve. ¥

The dam bailt to turn the water of Mackin Creck has not proved asucevss—and
I have insteneted the chief and head men 1o ran the survey line of the diteh up
the ereck until it runs into the latter—requiries anly a1 low o tarn the direc-
tion of Lhe water, 2

[ regret to say that intoxicants have been introduced gt these Tudinns
since last vear. At a court held at G, Dester’s, g LU Haltbreed was
fined firty dollars and coste, it being his tirst n%:m-v‘ el an el was fined fwenty
fve dollars and costs, hoth for havinee whislkey) in their possession on the reserve,
These Indinus are intelitzent and indnsteions and aeein combwiable crrenmstances,

The births have been six, il the denths <ix, in ties band sinee Tase vear,

Stane Reserve wa~ also surveved durme the sammer of ISV by Me, DULS,
Fleteher,

The land on this reserve is of very good quality, and good crops are raised by
the band. The houses in the village show that these Indians have only lately been
converted from their furmer wild life in the mountains, but their fences are a3 good
as thoso of muny whitc farmers, The band is under the complete control of their
chief, who shows them un example ot untiring industry. There is 2 good grist-mill
within four miles of the reserve, which is able to grind in the winter as well ax the
summer, and what wheat is not required for four is purchazed by the millor,

1 consider this band is in a prosperous condition.

The births and deaths during the past year were equul—four of each.

Anahem Reserve was also surveved in the summer of 1891,

This band is cach year extending its fences and increasing the area of its
cultivated land.

Trapping is still followed in the spring and fall, but not to interferc with
farming operations.

This reserve includes a flat of over two miles in length and of excellent quality.
There is also a large hay meadow on the reserve.

These Indians du not throw away their money in useless luxuries of food er
dress, but invest it in wagons, harness and such like. They are still contented
with the food which they can raise on their lund or obtain by hunting, and they do
not hanker for the expensive dainties of the whites. They dress well, however, and
in that respect the young rven can compare with the Sushiwwaps.

The Roman Catholic missionary visits these bands three or four times duving the
ear, but from what [ can learn they do not as yet * take much stock ™ in religion.
heir nature is of a practical kind, and until they find that religion helps them in

their mundano affuirs, they will never become very zealous converts to any form of
religion.

The health of these bands has been good during the past vear. and this I
attribute to their out-of-door life which they follow most of the year. The nature of
the Indian is still like that of the wild animal in one respect—continement is suon
followed by premature siclkness and death.

The births in this band during the past year were twelve and the deaths five,
being a greater increase than any other band in the agency.

The conduct of the Chileotin bands during last vear hus been good,

I regret to suy that up to date the run of salmon has been only enough to feed
those who are at the tishing stations.

I have the honour to be, =ir,
Your obedient servant,
WM. LAING-MEASON,
Indian Auent,

CHILCOTIN STUDIES: From this 1892 D.I.A. Annual Report, we are
able to pick out some interesting facts: .

1.Indians were forbidden by law to have liquor with

them, or in their houses.

2.Llocal Indian reserves were surveyed by a Government

surveyor, D.L.S.Fletcher.(Fletcher Lake is named after
this man).

This report mentions a Mr.G.Dester,who was the local Justice of the
Peace (or "J.P.", for short). A J.P. was something 1ike a magistrate
or a local judge. Dester had a trading post near Cynthia Isnardy's
place,and was the local Postmaster. He sold out to F.M.Becher,later.

A~ e F o o A il R, e e s Ann+r 4an +tha
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ANAHAM BAND.
d is situated in a valley near the Chilcotin.
mouth. It has an area of nine thousand nine

Reserve.—The reserve of this ban
river, and about sixty miles from its
excellent hay meadows, and fair timber

and twenty-three,

bundred and twenty-two scres.
The natural features are open bench-lands,
eight births and three deaths.

on the mountain-slopes.
Vital Statistics.—The population of this band is two hundred
an increase of five during the year, there baving been
Health and Sanitation.—The health of these Indians has been very good. ‘L'heir
se matter destroyed.
grain and roots, have excellent
Quite a number own teams and
arest railway station, a distance

houses and surroundings are kept clean, and all refu
e money as drovers with cattle-

Occupations.—These Indians raise considerable
horses and quite a large number of cattle and pigs.
wagons, and haul freight for merchants from the ne
of two hundred miles. .They also earn considersbl
men, being expert riders.

Buildings, Stock and Farm Implements.—They have good dwellings, good stables,
good horses and quite a number of cattle and pigs. They are well supplied with all
kinds of farm implements ; also wagons, sleighs, saddles and harness. :

one of the children of this band have ever received any education,
e reserve,

—>  Religion.—They are all Roman Catholics, have a small church on the reserve, and

are occasionally visited by a missionary of the church.

Characteristics and Progress.—They are good workers and making steady improve-

Education.—N
there being no schools within seventy miles of th

STONE BAND,
ileotin

ment each year.

Reserve.—The reserve of this band is situated on the west bank of the Ch
river and has an area of four thousand two hundred and twenty-five acres. Tts natural
an increase of two,

features are bench-lands, good grazing lands and hay meadows.
Vital Statistice.—The population is one hundred and cight,
there having been five births and three deaths during the vear.
Health and Sanitation.—The health of these Indians bas been good. Their
dwellings and surroundings are fairly well kept.
Occupations.—Farming, hunting, fishing, trapping, and working as labourers
with white settlers, as farm-hands and cow-boys are the principal occupations of these
Stock and Farm Implements.—They have good dwellings and horse-
and a fair supply of farm implements.

r received any education.

Indians.
d bave a small church on the reserve.

Buildings,
stables, good horses, sleighs, harness and saddles,
" Education.—None of these Indians have eve

—
~—2>» Religion.—They are all Roman Catholics an
* TOOSEY BAND,

Reserve.—This reserve is situated on Riskie creek, a small stream that flows into
the Chilcotin river. It contains six thousand three bundred and fifty-two and one-
Its natural features are bench-lands requiring irrigation, good grazing

quarter acres,
and hay-meadow lands.

Vital Statistics.—The population is sixty-three. During the year there were no

births nor deaths.
Health and Sanitation.—The health of these Indians has been good, and their
dwellings are in good order.
Occupations.—-Farming, hunting, fishing, trapping, working as labourers with
s with siockmen, are the principal occupations.
rm Implements.—They have good dwellings and horse-

white settlers, and as cowboy
igs, wagons, sleighs and a good supply of farm imple-

Buildings, Stock and Fa
stables, good horses, cattle, p

ments,
"Education.—No Indian of this b
Religion.—These Indians are all

and has ever received any education.
Roman Catholies, They have a small church on

the reserve.

CHILCOTIN STUDIES: From this 1904 D.I.A. Annual Report we are able

' i i i i hilcotin, for
to learn some interesting things about wae in the C C "
the Chilcotin Indian people. One observation is that while each of

these 3 Indian reserves had a church, none had access to a nearby

school.True, Chilcotin Indian children could go to the Ni]11gms
Lake Industrial School near Sugarcane, but this was a long distance




Reserve.—Tho rescrve of this band is situated in a valley near the Chilcoten
river. nbout 50 miles from its mouth. If has an area of 9.922 acres. The natural
feature: are open bench-lands, excellent hay meadows, and fair timber.

P'opulation.—The population of this band is 219.

lealth and Sanitation.—The general health has been good and sanitation well
wbserved. With the exception of a few cases of grippe, no other epidemie diseases
Visitead ‘this band. ) '_

Occupatinns.—The chicf occupations of these Indians are farming, stock-raising,
freighting and working as farm-hands. cowboys and packers with whitp settlers;
while some are engaged as guides with hunters after big game. 2

Ruildings, Stock und Farm Implements.—They have rood dwellings, gowl hor=e
stabiles, good horses, eattle and pigs, and are well supplicd with farm implements of
wll kinds, including farm and spring wagons, mowers, and self-binders, and they have
Wi o steam saw-mill on the raerve.

Edueation.—There are a few chililren from this band attending the Williams
Lake industrial achionl, in which the parents take much pride.

'

STONE DBAXD.

Reserve.—The reserve of this band is situated on the west bank of the Chilcoten

river, and has an area of 4.225 naeres. Its natural features are bench-lands, good
graring lands and hay meadows,

Population.—The population of this band is 96.
Health and Sanitation.—The health of this band has been good. Diwellings and

surroundings are in a good sanitary condition.

Buildings. Stock and Farm Implements.—They have good dwellings and horse

stables, a few horses and a fair supply of furm implementa.

Occupations.—Furming, hunting, fishing, trapping and working as labourers with

white settlers are their principal occupations.

Characteristics and Progress.—The majority of this band are inelined to payx

more attention to hunting. fishing and trapping than to the cultivation of their lands.
-, Lately they have been doing better.

Education.—XNone of the children from this hand have received any cducation.
Temperance and Morality.—They are tewnperate and moral.

TOOSEY BAXND.

Reserve.—This reserve is -situated on Riskie creck, n small strenm flowing into

the Fraser river. It contains £.352} acres. Its natural features are bench-lands.
good grazing lands and hay mendows. ;

Population.—The populution of this band iz 63,
Heslth and Sanitation.—The general health has been good.  Dwellings and

surroundings are kept in a good sanitarv condition.

Occupations.—Fnrmning, trapping. fishing, hunting and working as farm-hands

and cowboys with white scttlers are their principal occupations.

Buildings, Stock and Farm TImplements.—They have good dwellings and horse

stables, a few horses and cattle. and are well supplied with furm implements.

Edueation.—A few children from this band are being educated at the Williams

Lake industrial school.

CHILCOTIN STUDIES: From this 1907 D.I.A. Annual Report, we can see that
some,but certainly not all.Chilcotin Indian children were attending
'school at the Mission.Although having an education at the residential
boarding school at Sugarcane was likely much better than having no
education at all, it was far from being an ideal situation. Children were
away from their families, and from their villages for months.at a time.
Often, children would only see their mothers and fathers 2 or 3 times

each year.

CHILCQTIN STUDIES
CHILGOTIN STUDIES



CHILCOTIN STUDIES:

Chilcotin Indian Territory

At the present time, in the 1980's, Chilcotin territory
is defined by the Fraser River on the east; Good Hope Mtn.,
Razorback Mtn. and Charlotte Lake on the west. North to south,
it roughly reaches from the upper reaches of the Chilcotin River
south to a point south of Chilco Lake. Within that area there are
several Chilcotin Indian settlements, including Toosey, Anaham,
Stone, Nemiah, and Puntzi.

At one time, up until about 125 years aqo, the east boundary
of Chilcotin territory was about 30-40 kms. west of the Fraser River,
near where Big Creek enters the Chilcotin River. The area between
there and the Fraser was home for a group called the Canyon-Shuswap.
These people weren't really Shuswap at all, but were a mixture df
Shuswap and Chilcotin blood-lines. Many of the Canyon-Shuswap people
were cousins of the Chilcotin people. Unfortunately, most of the
Canyon-Shuswap people died during the winter of 1862-1863 of a terrible
disease called small-pox. Since that winter, the Chilcotin people
have claimed all land west of the Fewases River as their hunting
and fishing grounds. About this same time, the Chilcotin people started
moving east, out of Anahim Lake. As they left, their cousins the Carrier
Indians moved into Anahim Lake. Today, there aren't many Chilcotin

Indians 1iving there, although some of the Chilcotin still hunt and
fish there.

Traditional Economy

Before the Europeans came, the Chilcotin people hunted beaver,
muskrat, marmot, snowshoe hare and caribou for food, clothing, blankets
and trade items. Other foods included salmon (often dried; trout,
berries and roots). Another popular food was cambium, the inner bark
of trees Tike the lodgepole pine, spruce and aspen. Other animal and
plant foods, which we will discuss later, were eaten as well.

Before the arrival of the European fur-traders, the Indians
had no guns, no metal knives, no steel fish hooks, and no steel traps.
They did have many other ways of getting their food. Rabbits were caught
in snares. Larger animals, such as elk or black-tailed deer or mountain
sheep were captured in blinds and deadfall traps. Doas were used for
hunting a lot. Wooden sticks were used for digging roots. Nets and
fish traps made of stones and saplingswere used for catching fish.

Questions

1. List 4 present day Chilcotin Indian settlements:

2. What happened to the Canyon-Shuswap Indian people, who were closely
related to the Chilcotin Indian people? (Explain in 3-4 sentences of your own ) .

3. List 8 animals that were(and still are)killed by the Chilcotin Indians:

4. What were dogs used for?



