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THE LORD’S DAY EVENING 
FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 

March 21, 2021 | 6:00 p.m. 

*THE CALL TO WORSHIP 
*THE PSALM OF PRAISE NO. 149 “O Praise Ye the Lord” (p. 3) ...........................................
*THE INVOCATION 

THE HYMN SING 
THE HYMN OF PREPARATION “Abide with Me” (p. 6) ......................................................
THE SCRIPTURE READING: Ecclesiastes 1:12-18 .................................................................
THE SERMON  “The Failure (or Folly?) of Wisdom” ............................................................

A. Solomon’s Unhappy Task (vv. 12-13) 

B. Human Problem (vv. 14-15) 

C. Allure of Wisdom (v. 16) 

D. Emptiness of Wisdom (vv. 17-18) 



*THE PSALM OF APPROACH NO. 116 “What Shall I Render to My God” (p. 7) ..................
WE COMMUNE WITH CHRIST BY FAITH 
*THE CONFESSION OF FAITH Heidelberg Catechism No. 81 ..........................................

Q. Who are to come unto the table of the Lord? 
A. Those who are displeased with themselves for their sins, yet trust that these are 

forgiven them, and that their remaining infirmity is covered by the passion and 
death of Christ; who also desire more and more to strengthen their faith and amend 
their life. But the impenitent and hypocrites eat and drink judgment to themselves. 

THE INVITATION TO CHRIST’S TABLE 
THE LAW OF GOD 

THE CONFESSION OF SIN 
 We have sinned against you, O Lord, our Maker, our Defender, and our 
Redeemer. Our natures are corrupt and sinful.  
 We are prone to fall away from you, slow to do good, and swift to do evil. Vain 
thoughts have come upon us and found lodging within us, defiling and disturbing our 
minds, and keeping out holy thoughts. 
 We have burdened ourselves with cares you have commanded us to cast upon you.  
 We have failed in our duties to one another and have provoked one another to 
foolishness, sin, and anger more than to love and good works.  
 We have been cold in our love to you, weak in our desires toward you, unsteady in 
our walking with you, and are even now poorly prepared to serve you.  
 We beseech you: forgive us all our sins, for Christ’s sake, and be at peace with us in 
Him Who died to make peace and lives to make intercession for us.    

And one of them, a lawyer, asked him a question to test him. “Teacher, which is 
the great commandment in the Law?” And he said to him, “You shall love the Lord 
your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your mind. This is 
the great and first commandment.  

And a second is like it: You shall love your neighbor as yourself. On these two 
commandments depend all the Law and the Prophets.” (Matthew 22:35–40)



THE ASSURANCE OF PARDON Romans 8:1–4 .................................................................
There is therefore now no condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus. For the 
law of the Spirit of life has set you free in Christ Jesus from the law of sin and death. 
For God has done what the law, weakened by the flesh, could not do. By sending 
his own Son in the likeness of sinful flesh and for sin, he condemned sin in the flesh, 
in order that the righteous requirement of the law might be fulfilled in us, who 
walk not according to the flesh but according to the Spirit. 
THE WORDS OF INSTITUTION 
THE PRAYER OF CONSECRATION 
THE DISTRIBUTION OF THE ELEMENTS 

*please hold the elements until all have been served so we may partake together* 
gluten free bread is available in the cups | white grape juice is available for those who cannot consume any alcohol 

PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING 
*THE HYMN OF THANKSGIVING “How Sweet and Awesome Is the Place” (page 8).......
*THE BENEDICTION 
*THE RESPONSE The Doxology ............................................................................................

Praise God , from Whom all blessings flow; 
Praise Him, all creatures here below: Alleluia, Alleluia!  
Praise Him above, ye heavenly host!  
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost.  
Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia!  
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The Psalter, 1912

HANOVER (CROFT)  10.10.11.11.

William Croft, 1708
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Abide with Me
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                   William H. Monk, 1861
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How Sweet and Awesome Is the Place
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alt. 1961, 1990, mod.

5.  Pity the nations, O our God,

     constrain the earth to come;

     send your victorious Word abroad,

     and bring the strangers home.

6.  We long to see your churches full,

     that all the chosen race

     may, with one voice and heart and soul,

     sing your redeeming grace.

            ST. COLUMBA   C.M.

Old Irish hymn melody; alt. 1990
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How Sweet and Awesome Is the Place


