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News & Views

Press Release
Kaiser Permanente, Johns Hopkins Medicine
Announce Enhanced Strategic Collaboration

Designed to bring care closer to home, improve quality of care and better serve communities
July 29, 2014

“Kaiser Permanente is committed to providing high-quality health care and service, while also
leading the nation in making health care more affordable for Americans,” says Kaiser Permanente
Chairman and CEQ Bernard J. Tyson. “This enhanced collaboration with Johns Hopkins will help us
deliver on that commitment and continue to meet the evolving health needs and expectations of our
members, patients and customers.”

“Health care today requires partnership among forward-thinking health care organizations,” says
Paul B. Rothman, MD, dean of the medical faculty and CEO of Johns Hopkins Medicine. “Through a
strategic collaboration with Kaiser Permanente, we will be able to cultivate the human and
intellectual capital found in both organizations to significantly improve the safety and quality of care
while enhancing the patient experience.”

In June, 2016 | was diagnosed with a very rare category of “VASULITIS. However, once | was advised
of the particulars of my condition, and the doctors could not figure out how | developed such a massive
amount of inflammation in my entire bloodstream, mid and large arteries; and is considered one of the
rarest cases on record. When you are as healthy as | was, and at 72 did not take any drugs or
medication, | instinctively knew exactly when and how the condition developed from germs that got
into an open wound due to the negligence and medical malpractice of Dr. Kopelman, Dermatologist
at the Reston Medical Center, but as you will see in Attorney Jamaal Whaten Thomas's
correspondence denying my Claim to Settle my case out-of-court, he went as far as to insult my
integrity, and made light of the horrifying ordeal that | am suffer and not only defended Dr. Kopelman’s
negligence, confirmed it as the standard by which Kaiser uses as its standard for health care. Which
for me at 74 is nothing less than ELDER ABUSE; and to insult me even further, Kaiser's Attorney,
Jamaal Whaten Thomas, Esq. Principal Claims Examiner actually praised Dr. Kopelman’s standards
as professional and compassionate. But you will have an opportunity to evaluate the preponderance
of the evidence for yourself

However, because the Radiologist that transcribed my Pet-Scan images said he had NEVER seen
inflammation in a person’s entire bloodstream, mid and large arteries that appeared in dimension to
be the size and width of a computer cable vs. a thin wire visual, after researching “Vasculitis” and
discovered the possibility developing GCA and going blind. Or, having a stroke, heart attack or just
dropping dead, | discovered that the only two medical facilities in the country that had a Center for
Vasculitis treatment were the Mayo Clinic and Johns Hopkins, and Kaiser denied me a referral
to Johns Hopkins Center for Vasculitis. Therefore, so | would at least be in an environment
that was familiar with rare diseases, and also had an ongoing “Vasculitis study” that was in progress,
I surmised since the likelihood of my going blind or dropping dead without warning was so high, |
volunteered to take part in a “Vasculitis” study at the National Institute of Health [NIH] so | would at
least be in an environment that was familiar with Vasculitis, and also leave a legacy of being a part of
the success of study that is testing a drug that will replace Prednisone and ultimately benefit millions.
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Meg Porfido, JD
Kaiser Foundation Hospitals
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Kaiser Foundation Hospitals
and Health Plan Boards of Directors

A. Eugene Washington, MD, MPH
Kaiser Foundation Hospitals
q and Health Plan Boards of Directors

“The KAISER STORY”

“Kaiser Permanente is committed to helping shape the future of health care. We are
recognized as one of America’s leading health care providers and not-for-profit health
plans. Founded in 1945, Kaiser Permanente has a mission to provide high-quality,
affordable health care services and to improve the health of our members and the
communities we serve. We currently serve 11.8 million members in eight states and
the District of Columbia. Care for members and patients is focused on their total health
and guided by their personal physicians, specialists and team of caregivers. Our expert
and caring medical teams are empowered and supported by industry-leading
technology advances and tools for health promotion, disease prevention, state-of-the-
art care delivery and world-class chronic disease management. Kaiser Permanente is
dedicated to care innovations, clinical research, health education and the support of II
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] community health. For more information, go to: kp.org/share.”
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