 Hist 498 Seminar on the History, 

Discourse, and Practice of Sustainability

Instructor: Prof. J. L. Caradonna

Meeting time: 12:00 – 13:10 (MTWRF)

Meeting place: Bus 1 10

Contact info: caradonn@ualberta.ca
Office: Tory 2-10

“A lifestyle designed for permanence” 
– Chris Turner on sustainability

“Sustainable development, like democracy, is a discourse rather than a concept…”

—John Dryzek

“Sustainability is the process of living within the limits of available physical, natural and social resources in ways that allow the living systems in which humans are embedded to thrive in perpetuity.”
— U of A Office of Sustainability’s definition of sustainability

Introduction

Sustainability is a concept with a wide range of definitions and associations. In many ways, over the past decade sustainability has replaced democracy, social justice, and environmentalism as the main prism through which to view social, political, economic, and environmental issues. This 400-level seminar is meant to introduce advanced undergraduates to the recent history and contemporary debates surrounding the multifaceted concept of sustainability. Some of the questions we will investigate include the following: What are the philosophical roots of sustainability? How does sustainability challenge current social practices? Is ‘sustainable development’ an oxymoron? What would a sustainable society look like? What are the challenges and barriers that hinder sustainability? However, this course will move beyond the realm of theory and ideas and analyze sustainability as it exists in practice. Integral to this course will be a series of films and guest speakers that will offer a unique glimpse at measures taken by individuals, governments, companies, and non-profit organizations to create a sustainable society. 
Books

Course pack 
Films

No Impact Man

Escape From Suburbia

Garbage Warrior

Guest Speakers

*Representative from the U of A’s Office of Sustainability

*Scholar from the Department of Earth and Atmospheric Sciences

*Peter Amerongen from Edmonton’s Habitat Studio (architectural firm)

*Patrick Kane, Government of Alberta’s division of Pollution Prevention & Conservation

*Speaker from Pembina Institute

Assignments and Class Organization

As always in a seminar, the main task is to come to class well prepared and ready to discuss ideas. The reading load is relatively light given the frequency with which this class will meet. However, I expect all students to complete the readings on time. Moreover, I expect all students to participate actively in class discussions. I also expect the same level of attentiveness and participation when it comes to viewing (and discussing) films and engaging with guest speakers. In addition to the participation grade, there will be two written assignments. The first is a book review. Students will read a book of their choosing (that pertains to sustainability in some capacity) and write a 4-5 page review of it. The review should place the book in a broader body of scholarly work, and should offer analytical criticism of the author’s ideas. The final project is to write a 10-page paper on a topic related to the course. 

Marking 

Participation: 35%

Book review (4-5 pages): 25%

Essay (10 pages): 40%

Meetings
Week 1: The Concept of Sustainability
May 9: Introduction to the course and the three Es of sustainability. 

May 10: Discuss Donald Worster, The Wealth of Nature, ch.12, and the definition of 

sustainability; Michael Shellenberger and Ted Nordhaus, “The Death of Environmentalism: Global Warming Politics in a Post-Environmental World,” pp. 6-34 

May 11: Bring in two book reviews and analyze them in class. The reviewed books must 

have something to do with either environmental history or sustainability. The journals Environmental History and Sustainability are two places to look for reviews. 

May 12: Discuss John Dryzek, The Politics of the Earth, pp.3-22

May 13: Discuss Albert Bartlett, “Reflections on Sustainability,” pp.1-38; Andreas 

Edwards, The Sustainability Revolution, pp.11-27

Week 2: Some Historical Sources of the Concept of Sustainability
May 16: Discuss E.F. Schumacher, Small is Beautiful, pp.12-49, 59-70

May 17: Film, Escape From Suburbia
May 18: Guest speaker from the Office of Sustainability and Campus Tour

May 19: Discuss Amory Lovins, The Soft Energy Path, pp.3-60, 153-159 

May 20: Jane Jacobs, The Death and Life of Great American Cities (chs.1, 8); Henri 

Lefebvre readings; Richard Florida essay. 
Week 3: Economics, Business, Footprints, and Sustainability
May 23 – No class

May 24: Discuss William Rees, “Ecological Footprints and Appropriated Carrying 

Capacity: What Urban Economics Leaves Out,” Environment and Urbanization, vol.4, no.2 (October 1992): 121-130; Mathis Wackernagel and William Rees, Our Ecological Footprint: Reducing Human Impact on the Earth (1996), pp.31-60.

Assignments due:
Calculate your ecological footprint: 

http://www.footprintnetwork.org/en/index.php/GFN/page/calculators/
Calculate your carbon footprint: 

http://edmonton.zerofootprint.net/one_minute/edmonton
May 25: Students will present their reviews to the class

Book review due
May 26: Discuss Nathan Fiala, “Measuring Sustainability: Why the Ecological Footprint 

is Bad Economics and Bad Environmental Science,” Ecological Economics 67 (2008): 519-525; John Elkington, Cannibals With Forks: The Triple Bottom Line of 21st-Century Business, pp.18-27, 70-94. Also discuss the ‘Genuine Progress Indicator’.

May 27: Discuss Herman Daly, “A Steady-State Economy,” pp.1-10; Hawken, Lovins & 

Lovins, Natural Capitalism: Creating the Next Industrial Revolution, pp.1-21

Week 4: Global Warming, Social Justice, and Sustainability
May 30: Guest speaker from Earth and Atmospheric Sciences on global climate change

May 31: Discuss IPCC, “Summary for Policymakers” (2007), pp.1-18; “Carbon Cycle 

Science,” pp.1-9; The Royal Society, “A Guide to Facts and Fictions About Climate Change,” pp.1-19; “Conning the Climate: Inside the Carbon-Trading Shell Game” in Harper’s Magazine (Mark Schapiro)
June 1: Film, No Impact Man
Idea for final paper due

June 2: Selections from The World Without Us by Alan Weisman

June 3: Discuss Jeffrey Sachs, Common Wealth, pp.57-68, 83-89, 115-130, 227-253

Week 5: Sustainable Energy, Transport, and Housing
June 6: Discuss David MacKay, Sustainable Energy, sections 1-6

(http://www.withouthotair.com/), plus a discussion of sustainable biofuels
June 7: Discuss David Mackay, Sustainable Energy, sections 7-16 

(http://www.withouthotair.com/)
June 8: Peter Amerongen (Habitat Studio) guest lecture on Net Zero homes in Edmonton

June 9: Film, Garbage Warrior
June 10: Discuss Chris Turner, The Geography of Hope: A Tour of the World We Need, pp.96-134
Week 6: Miscellaneous 
June 13: Pat Kane from the Government of Alberta on local recycling initiatives 

June 14: William E. Rees, “Impeding Sustainability? The Ecological Footprint of Higher 

Education,” pp.88-98; PNAS, “Overcoming Systemic Roadblocks to Sustainability: The Evolutionary Redesign of Worldviews, Institutions, and Technologies” (2009) pp.2483-2489

June 15: Tim Weis (Pembina Institute) on sustainability in Alberta

Essay due on June 15th by 4:00 pm to my box or email in-box. 
Some further reading
Sustainable Development and Canada, various authors
The Origins of Modern Environmental Thought, de Steiguer 
Out of the Woods: Essays in Environmental History, various authors
Green History: A Reader in Environmental Literature, Philosophy & Politics, various 

Authors

Peak Everything Richard Heinberg

The World Without Us Alan Weisman
The Politics of the Earth:  Environmental Discourses, John Dryzek
The Cost of Climate Policy, Mark Jaccard, et. al.
Green States and Social Movements: Environmentalism in the United States, United 

Kingdom, Germany, and Norway, John Dryzek, et. al. 
Green Imperialism, Richard Grove

Nature’s Economy, Donald Worster

Green Urbanism: Learning From European Cities, Tim Beatley

