“People coming together to be The Church,

v Ity LU'th e ra n not just attend one.”

Chu rCh Trinity Lutheran Church is an open and inclusive
church, welcoming all who seek God.

69 Griswold Street - Hillsdale, Michigan
517-437-2647 - tichillsdale.org

Seventh Sunday after Pentecost July 11, 2021

Service of the Word
8:30 a.m. and 11 a.m. Worship



Trinity Lutheran Church is a congregation of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America.

WELCOME TO WORSHIP THIS MORNING! We invite you to join us regularly for worship
and in a variety of activities and opportunities in our congregational life. If you are new here, we
welcome you; if you are a member of longstanding, we celebrate your gifts and your ministry
among us. Our order of worship is printed on the following pages of this bulletin.

MISSION STATEMENT - The Mission Statement of Trinity Lutheran Church is to nurture faith
through proclamation of the gospel of Jesus Christ by word, sacrament, deeds and loving
relationships, to ALL people.

VISION STATEMENT - As proclaimers of the gospel of Jesus Christ, the Vision of Trinity
Lutheran Church is to maximize our gifts and resources to reach out with God’s love and serve the
global community.

COMMUNION PROCEDURE - The communion table of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in
America is open to all baptized Christians who believe that our Lord Jesus is truly present in the
forms of bread and wine. Please follow the ushers’ instructions at the time of distribution.
Children who have not yet received first communion instruction are welcome to come forward
with their families to receive a blessing.

The Sacrament of Holy Communion is celebrated weekly throughout the year. No one is ever
required to participate in the sacrament, but it is offered to nourish and sustain God’s people. This
is in accordance with Lutheran teaching:
Background 35A: The Church celebrates the Holy Communion frequently because the
Church needs the sacrament, the means by which the Church’s fellowship is established
and its mission as the baptized people of God is nourished and sustained. This practice
was reaffirmed in 1989 by the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America. We continue to
need “consistent pastoral encouragement and instruction relating to Holy
Communion...pointing up Christ’s command, his promise, and our deep need.” For a
variety of historical reasons, Lutherans in various places moved away from the weekly
celebration of the sacrament.
Application 35C: Participation in the sacramental meal is by invitation, not demand. The
members of the church are encouraged to make the sacrament a frequent rather than
occasional part of their lives.
(Excerpts from: The Use of the Means of Grace, Principle 35)

OFFERING SECOND SUNDAY:: Barnyard Boxes for ELCA Good Gifts
The offering is collected at the beginning or end of worship using the plate at the entrance of the
church. Each week, our congregation collects a general offering for the church and our
ministries. Additionally, we collect an offering for special projects. If you would like to make a
regular gift to the church, please place it in the offering plate. If you are looking to support our
special project (noted above), please place your offering in the barnyard boxes or noisy offering
buckets.



Sunday, July 11, 2021

INTRODUCTION

When Amos reports his vision of God judging Israel for its mistreatment of the poor, he becomes
a threat to the power of the priests and the king. John the Baptist also speaks truth to power, and
Herod has him killed. In Herod'’s fear that Jesus is John returned from the dead, we may hear
hope for the oppressed: all the prophets killed through the ages are alive in Jesus. We are called
to witness to justice in company with them, and to proclaim God'’s saving love.

UPCOMING COMMEMORATION, July 11: Benedict of Nursia, Abbot of Monte Cassino
Benedict is known as the father of the Western monastic movement. Educated in Rome, he went
to live as a hermit, and eventually gathered a community of monks around him. He wrote a rule
for living in monasteries that is used by Benedictines and adapted by others.

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
Stand. All may make the sign of the cross, the sign marked at baptism, as the minister begins.

P Blessed be the holy Trinity, -+ one God, whose steadfast love is everlasting, whose
faithfulness endures from generation to generation.

C Amen.

P Trusting in the mercy of God, let us confess our sin.

(8:30am: kneel/sit) Silence for reflection and self-examination.

P Reconciling God,

C we confess that we do not trust your abundance, and we deny your presence in our
lives. We place our hope in ourselves and rely on our own efforts. We fail to believe
that you provide enough for all. We abuse your good creation for our own benefit.
We fear difference and do not welcome others as you have welcomed us. We sin in
thought, word, and deed. By your grace, forgive us; through your love, renew us;
and in your Spirit, lead us; so that we may live and serve you in newness of life.
Amen.

P Beloved of God, by the radical abundance of divine mercy we have peace with God
through +F Christ Jesus, through whom we have obtained grace upon grace. Your sins are
forgiven. Let us live now in hope. For hope does not disappoint, because God’s love has
been poured into our hearts through the Holy Spirit.

C Amen.



Stand

GATHERING HYMN ELW#645v.1,2& 3 Christ Is Made the Sure Foundation
Masks are required while singing.
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GREETING
P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy

Spirit be with you all.
C And also with you.



PRAYER OF THE DAY

P Let us pray.
O God, from you come all holy desires, all good counsels, and all just works. Give to us,
your servants, that peace which the world cannot give, that our hearts may be set to obey
your commandments; and also that we, being defended from the fear of our enemies, may
live in peace and quietness, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.

C Amen.

Sit
A A reading from Amos.
FIRST READING Amos 7:7-15

Amos is not the kind of prophet attached to temples or royal courts. Rather, he is an ordinary
farmer from Judah (the southern kingdom) called by God to speak to Israel (the northern
kingdom). God’s word of judgment through Amos conflicts with the king’s court prophet
Amaziah, whom Amos encounters at Bethel.

"This is what [the Lord God] showed me: the Lord was standing beside a wall built with a
plumb line, with a plumb line in his hand. 8And the Lord said to me, “Amos, what do you see?”
And I said, “A plumb line.” Then the Lord said,

“See, | am setting a plumb line

in the midst of my people Israel;
I will never again pass them by;
%the high places of Isaac shall be made desolate,
and the sanctuaries of Israel shall be laid waste,
and | will rise against the house of Jeroboam with the sword.”
©¥Then Amaziah, the priest of Bethel, sent to King Jeroboam of Israel, saying, “Amos has
conspired against you in the very center of the house of Israel; the land is not able to bear all his
words. *For thus Amos has said,

‘Jeroboam shall die by the sword,

and Israel must go into exile

away from his land.””
12And Amaziah said to Amos, “O seer, go, flee away to the land of Judah, earn your bread there,
and prophesy there; 3but never again prophesy at Bethel, for it is the king’s sanctuary, and it is a
temple of the kingdom.”

1Then Amos answered Amaziah, “I am no prophet, nor a prophet’s son; but I am a herdsman,

and a dresser of sycamore trees, **and the Lord took me from following the flock, and
the Lord said to me, ‘Go, prophesy to my people Israel.””’

A Word of God, Word of life.
C Thanks be to God.



PSALM Psalm 85:8-13
I will listen to what the Lord God is saying. (Ps. 85:8)

8 will listen to what the LORD God is saying;
for you speak peace to your faithful people and to those who turn their ! hearts to you.
*Truly, your salvation is very near to those who fear you,
that your glory may dwell in our land.
105teadfast love and faithfulness have met together;
righteousness and peace have kissed each other.
UFaithfulness shall spring up from the earth,
and righteousness shall look down from heaven.
2The LorD will indeed grant prosperity,
and our land will yield its increase.
BRighteousness shall go before the LORD
and shall prepare for God a pathway.

A A reading from Ephesians.

SECOND READING Ephesians 1:3-14
In Jesus, all of God’s plans and purposes have been made known as heaven and earth are united
in Christ. Through Jesus, we have been chosen as God’s children and have been promised
eternal salvation.

3Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us in Christ with every
spiritual blessing in the heavenly places, %just as he chose us in Christ before the foundation of the
world to be holy and blameless before him in love. °He destined us for adoption as his children
through Jesus Christ, according to the good pleasure of his will, %to the praise of his glorious
grace that he freely bestowed on us in the Beloved. “In him we have redemption through his
blood, the forgiveness of our trespasses, according to the riches of his grace 8that he lavished on
us. With all wisdom and insight °he has made known to us the mystery of his will, according to
his good pleasure that he set forth in Christ, *°%as a plan for the fullness of time, to gather up all
things in him, things in heaven and things on earth. *In Christ we have also obtained an
inheritance, having been destined according to the purpose of him who accomplishes all things
according to his counsel and will, *2so that we, who were the first to set our hope on Christ, might
live for the praise of his glory. *In him you also, when you had heard the word of truth, the
gospel of your salvation, and had believed in him, were marked with the seal of the promised
Holy Spirit; *this is the pledge of our inheritance toward redemption as God’s own people, to the
praise of his glory.

A Word of God, Word of life.
C Thanks be to God.
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P The Holy Gospel according to Mark the 6" chapter.
C Glory to you, O Lord.

GOSPEL Mark 6:14-29
As Jesus and his disciples begin to attract attention, Mark recalls the story of John the Baptist’s
martyrdom. Like John, Jesus and his disciples will also suffer at the hands of those opposed to the
gospel of salvation.

1King Herod heard of [the disciples’ preaching,] for Jesus’ name had become known. Some were
saying, “John the baptizer has been raised from the dead; and for this reason these powers are at
work in him.” ®But others said, “It is Elijah.” And others said, “It is a prophet, like one of the
prophets of old.” **But when Herod heard of it, he said, “John, whom I beheaded, has been
raised.”

YFor Herod himself had sent men who arrested John, bound him, and put him in prison on
account of Herodias, his brother Philip’s wife, because Herod had married her. *8For John had
been telling Herod, “It is not lawful for you to have your brother’s wife.” **And Herodias had a
grudge against him, and wanted to kill him. But she could not, 2*for Herod feared John, knowing
that he was a righteous and holy man, and he protected him. When he heard him, he was greatly
perplexed; and yet he liked to listen to him. 2!But an opportunity came when Herod on his
birthday gave a banquet for his courtiers and officers and for the leaders of Galilee. 2When his
daughter Herodias came in and danced, she pleased Herod and his guests; and the king said to the
girl, “Ask me for whatever you wish, and I will give it.” 2And he solemnly swore to her,
“Whatever you ask me, I will give you, even half of my kingdom.” 2*She went out and said to her
mother, “What should I ask for?” She replied, “The head of John the baptizer.” ®Immediately she
rushed back to the king and requested, “I want you to give me at once the head of John the
Baptist on a platter.” ®The king was deeply grieved; yet out of regard for his oaths and for the
guests, he did not want to refuse her. 2Immediately the king sent a soldier of the guard with
orders to bring John’s head. He went and beheaded him in the prison, Zbrought his head on a
platter, and gave it to the girl. Then the girl gave it to her mother. ?When his disciples heard
about it, they came and took his body, and laid it in a tomb.

P The Gospel of the Lord.
C Praise to you, O Christ.



Sit

SERMON Terry Vear
Stand
HYMN OF THE DAY ELW#717v.1,2&3 Let Justice Flow Like Streams
Masks are required while singing.
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Text: Jane Parker Huber, b. 1926
Music: ST. THOMAS, Aaron Williams, 1731-1776
Text © 1984 Jane Parker Huber, admin. Westminster John Knox Press

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.



APOSTLES’ CREED
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,

born of the virgin Mary,

suffered under Pontius Pilate,

was crucified, died, and was buried;

he descended to the dead.

On the third day he rose again;

he ascended into heaven,

he is seated at the right hand of the Father,

and he will come to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit,

the holy catholic church,

the communion of saints,

the forgiveness of sins,

the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION

A

Let us come before the triune God in prayer.

A brief silence.

A

>

Holy parent, you welcome your people into one family and gather all things to yourself.
Bestow your grace upon your beloved church, lavish your wisdom upon us, and redeem
us from our faults, that by our witness all might praise your glory. Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.

Awesome Creator, you steadfastly tend to the smallest of seeds and the mightiest of
sycamore trees. Spring up green growth from the earth, nourish the growth of fruit, grain,
and other crops, and bless the work of farmers and laborers. Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.

God of the oppressed, turn the ears of those who are in power to the voices of prophets in
our own day. Protect those who speak difficult truths when it is risky to do so. Lord, in
your mercy,

hear our prayer.

God of strength, you are near to those who endure difficulty. Comfort all who are
survivors of violence, guard the refugee and the immigrant, and protect all those who are
victims of prejudice and discrimination. Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.



C

God of love, we pray for this holy house and all those who worship here. We pray
especially for those whose efforts behind the scenes often go unnoticed; for the
custodian(s) and maintenance workers, for our office staff (other positions may be
named), and for all of our volunteers. Lord, in your mercy,

hear our prayer.

Here other intercessions may be offered.

A

C

P
C

We thank you, God, for the saints, martyrs, and prophets who have died in the faith
(especially Benedict of Nursia). We remember those in this community who have
recently died (especially). United with them as God’s children, assure us that we are
yours forever. Lord, in your mercy,

hear our prayer.

We lift our prayers to you, O God, trusting in your abiding grace.
Amen.

THANKSGIVING FOR THE WORD

P

Holy God, our Maker, our Healer, our Teacher, your magnificent creation springs forth
from your Word. All that has life and breath praises your name. For your Word that
sustains the earth, we thank you, O God.

We thank you, O God.

You sent us Jesus, your Word, to renew the world. He healed the sick, fed the hungry,
preached your mercy, and called us to faith. For your Word in our Lord Christ, we praise
you, O God.

We praise you, O God.

Nourish us with the Spirit of your Word, that we may grow in grace, bearing the fruits of
redemption, and sharing your strength and beauty with all the world. For your Word in
our lives, we entreat you, O God.

We entreat you, O God.

Accept our thanksgiving and receive our prayer, for the sake of your living Word, Jesus
our Savior.
Amen.

10



LORD'S PRAYER (8:30 a.m.)
P Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit,
let us pray as Jesus taught us.

C Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who
trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the
power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen

BLESSING

LORD'S PRAYER (11:00 a.m.)

P

C

Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit,
let us pray as Jesus taught us.

Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come,
your will be done,

on earth as in heaven.

Give us today our daily bread.

Forgive us our sins
as we forgive those who sin

against us.

Save us from the time of trial
and deliver us from evil.

For the kingdom, the power, and
the glory are yours,

now and forever. Amen

P Almighty God, Father, ++ Son, and Holy Spirit bless you now and forever.

C Amen.
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Sit
SENDING HYMN
Masks are required while singing.

ELW #805v.1 &3

Lead On, O King Eternal!
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for not with swords loud clash - ing, nor roll of stir-ring drums,
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but deeds of love and mer - cy the heav'n-ly king-dom comes.
the crown a- waits the con - quest;lead on, O God of might!

DISMISSAL
A Go in peace. You are the body of Christ for the world.
C Thanks be to God.

Please remain seated. An usher will dismiss the congregation by row.
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SERVING AT TRINITY
Ministers: Every member of the congregation Council President: Chris McNamara

Pastor: Rev. Jessica Hahn Vice-President: Suzanne Langston
Piano/Keyboard: Paul Lucas Treasurer: Kristin Lucas
Parish Secretary: Meighan Roe Secretary: Sandra Dufur

Council Members: Johncie Langston, Norma Ludlow, Brad Otterbein, Joe Painter,
Gene Stockford-Shively, and Tom Walworth.

SERVING TODAY:
Worship Leader: Terry Vear
8:30 AM 11:00 AM
Assisting Minister: Amy Otterbein Assisting Minister: Chris McNamara

Ushers: Tom Stockford-Shively, Diane Draper ~ Ushers: Phyllis Klinger, Suzanne Sponsler

BOTH SERVICES
Altar Guild: Tom Stockford-Shively
Offering Counters: Chris McNamara, Sandra Dufur

FLOWERS — The flowers on the altar today are given by Jim & Sandra Dufur to celebrate their
56™ wedding anniversary.

The music in this bulletin is reprinted with permission
under Annual License A-727368 from OneLicense.net.
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