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CNistians, and be inclined to entertain a regard for fhe
KinAand Queen, our Princes and all Spaniards, and #hat
I migl induce them to take an interest in seeki g out,
and colkcting, and delivering to us such things # they
possessed\in abundance, but which we greatlygheeded.
They prace no kind of idolatry, but have a frm belief
that all stretigth and power, and indeed all gfod things,
are in heaver§ and that I had descended ffom thence
with these shipyand sailors, and under gffis impression
was | received aXer they had thrown gflde their fears,
Nor are they slow i‘-_ stupid, but of very flear understand-
ing; and those menfwho have crossedfio the neighbour-
ing islands give an Hfmirable descgfbrion of everything
they observed; but th{y never say any people clothed,
nor any ships like oursNOn my affival at-that sea, 1 had
taken some Indians by fyrce fighn the first island that 1
came to, in order that thefgni - t learn our language, and
communicate to us what\fhey knew respecting the
country; which plan succef§ed excellently, and was a
great advantage to us, fgf if a short time, either by
gestures and signs, or byfvordsywe were enabled to un-
derstand each other. Tifese merRare still travelling with
me, and although thg¥ have bedy with us now a long
time, they continuefto entertain Yhe idea that I have
descended from hefiven; and on ol arrival at any new
place they publishfd this, crying out §mmediately with a
loud voice to the other Indians, “Confe, come and look
upon beings of # celestial race™ upon which both women
and men, chilffren and adults, young me} and old, when
they got ridgbf the fear they at first enttained, would
come out iff throngs, crowding the roads ® see us, some
bringing ffod, others drink, with astonisRing affection
and kingness. . . . In all these islandskthere is no
differergfe of physiognomy, of manners, or $f language,
but thy all clearly understand each othela circum-
stangf very propitious for the realization Nf what I
congeive to be the principal wish of our moX serene
Kigh, namely, the conversion of these people to N holy
fafth of Christ, to which indeed, as far as I can Ndge,
tiley are very favourable and well-disposed. '

Memoirs: The Aztecs
Bernal Diaz del Castillo

While many Europeans who first came into contact with
non-Western pecples viewed them with arrogance, others
were quite impressed with what they saw. This was

Source: |, . Lockhart, trans., The Memoirs of the Conguistatior
Bernal de Castillo (London: J, Hatchard and Son, 1844),
pp. 220-221, 235-238.

particularly true of some Spanish observers in Mexico. Be-
fore Cortex's conguest of Mexico in 1519, the Aztecs domi-
nated much of the “middle American” world. This selection,
written a half-century later by Bernal Diay (1492-1581), a
member of Cortez's conquering army, gives a sense of the
Aztec's highly developed civilization and the splendor of their
capital,

ConsIDER: What most impressed Diaz; why Diaz was as-
tonished at the wealth of this civilization: how this account
compares with that of Columbus.

When we gazed upon all this splendour . . . we scarcely
knew what to think, and we doubted whether all that we
beheld was real. A series of large towns stretched them-
selves along the banks of the lake, out of which still larger
ones tose magnificently above the waters, Innumerable
crowds of canoes were plying everywhere atound us: at
regular distances we continually passed over new bridges,
and before us lay the great city of Mexico in all its
splendour. . . .

Motecusuma himself, according to his custom, was
sumptuously attired, had on a species of half hoot,
richly set with jewels, and whose soles were made of
solid gold.The four grandees who supported him were
also richly attired, which they must have put on some-
where on the road, in order to wait upon Motecusurna;
they were not so sumptuously dressed when they first
came out to meet us, Besides these distinguished caz-
iques, there were many other grandees around the
monarch, some of whom held the canopy over his
head, while others again occupied the road before him,
and spread cotton cloths on the ground that his feet
might not touch the bare earth. No one of his suite
ever looked at him full in the face; every one in his
presence stood with eyes downcast, and it was only his
four nephews and cousins who supported him that
durst look up. . . .

Our commander, attended by the greater part of our
cavalry and foot, all well armed, as, indeed, we were at
all times, had proceeded to the Tlatelulco. . . . The
moment we artived in this immense market, we were
petfectly astonished at the vast numbers of people, the
profusion of merchandise which was there exposed for
sale, and at the good police and order that reigned
throughout. The grandees who accompanied us drew
our attention to the smallest circumstance, and gave us
full explanation of all we saw. Every species of mer-
chandise had a separate spot for its sale. We first of all
visited those divisions of the market appropriated for
the sale of gold and silver wares, of jewels, of cloths in-
terwoven with feathers, and of other manufactured
goods; besides slaves of both sexes. , , . Next to these




came the dealers in coarser wares—cotton, twisted
thread, and cacao. . . . In one place were sold the stuffs
manufactured of nequen; ropes, and sandals; in an-
other place, the sweet maguey root, ready cooked, and
vartous other things made from this plant. In another
diviston of the market were exposed the skins of tigers,
lions, jackals, otters, red deer, wild cats, and of other
beasts of prey, some of which were tanned. In another
place were sold beans and sage, with other herbs and
vegetables. A particular market was assigned for the
merchants in fowls, turkeys, ducks, rabbits, hates, deer,
and dogs; also for fruit-sellers, pastry-cooks, and tripe-
sellers. Not far from these were exposed all manner of
earthenware, from the large earthen cauldron to the
smaller pitchers. Then came the dealers in honey and
honey-cakes, and other sweetmeats. Next to these, the
timber-merchants, furniture-dealers, with theijr stores
of tables, benches, cradles, and all sorts of wooden im-
plements, all separately arranged. . . .

In this market-place there were also courts of justice,
to which three judges and several constables were
appointed, who inspected the goods exposed for sale. ...
[ wish I had completed the enumeration of all this
profusion of merchandise. The variety was so great that it
would occupy more space than I can well spare to note
them down iry; besides which, the market was so crowded
with people, and the thronging so excessive in the porti-
coes, that it was quite impossible to see all in one
day. . . .

Indeed, this infernal temple, from its great height,
commanded a view of the whole surrounding neighbour-
hood. From this place we could likewise see the three
causeways which, led into Mexico. . . . We also observed
the aqueduct which ran from Chapultepec, and provided
the whole town with sweet watet, We could also dis-
tinctly see the bridges across the openings, by which
these causeways were intersected, and through which the
waters of the lake ebbed and flowed. The lake itself was
crowded with canoes, which were bringing provisions,
manufactures, and other merchandise to the city. From
here we also discovered that the only communication of
the houses in. this city, and of all the other towns built in
the lake, was by means of drawbridge or canoes. In all
these towns the beautiful white plastered temples rose
above the smaller ones, . . . and this, it may be imagined,
was a splendid sight.

After we had sufficiently gazed upon this magnifi-
cent picture, we again turned our eyes toward the great
market-and _beheld the vast numbers of buyers and
sellers who thronged them. The bustle and noise occa-
sioned by this multitude of human beings was so great
that it could be heard at a distance of more than four
miles.
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Netter to Charles V: Finance
arxd Politics

Jacok Fugger

The elorations and conguests of the fifteenth and siffeenth
centurie\were connected with the commercial expagfion oc-
curring iREurope at the same time. Central to thisgfxpansion
was the ris\of great international fimancial houses fFuch as the
House of Ful¥ger. The House of Fugger originatedgh Augsburg,
Germany, ar\ the Fuggers established branclffs throughout
Europe and beXgme directly tied not only to thefrowth of com-
merce but also & political developments as fiflanciers to royal
families. The ext®pt of the Fuggers’ politicalf influence is sug-
gested by the tone dgd content of the followghg letter, written in
1523, by Jacob Fuger, head of the furm, g ¥ Charles V. head of
the House of HapstiXg, Holy Roman Enberor, King of Spain,
and the most powerfulgpler in Europe f he letter refers to the
financial support proXded by the fPuggers that enabled
Charles, rather than his ompetitor Jffancis I of France, to be
elected Holy Roman EmpYgor in 1589 by the electoral princes
of Germany. :'

CONSIDER: The tone of tis Igfter; the interests the Fuggers
might have in establishing Affelationship with Charles V;
Jacob Fugger’s options had Ggrles rejected this request for
repayment of the loan. A

Your Imperial Majesty dogfbtless Rpows how I and my kins-
men have ever hithertofeen disppsed to serve the House
of Austriz in all loyaltyfo the furdferance of its well-being
and prosperity; wherefbre, in order§o be pleasing to Your
Majesty’s Grandsire, ghe late Emper§r Maximilian, and to
gain for Your Majes fche Roman Crogn, we have held our-
selves bounden to ghgage ourselves tOfvards divers princes
who placed their Tust and Reliance ufjpn myself and per-
chance on No Magh besides. We have, npreoves, advanced
to Your Majesty'gf/Agents for the same erfl a Great Sum of
Money, of whichwe ourselves have had tdjaise a large part
from our Friegfs. Tt is well known thal Your Imperial
Majesty couldfnot have gained the Romin Crown save
with mine aig and I can prove the same bylthe writings of
Your Majestf’s Agents given by their own ands. In this
matter ] hage not studied mine own Profit. Fof had Ieft the
House of Austria and had been minded to furgher France, I
had obtaifled much money and property, suclf as was then
offered t§ me. How grave a Disadvantage hajin this case
accruedito Your Majesty and the House of Aystria, Your
Majestff’s Royal Mind well knoweth., '

Soungk: From Richard Ehrenberg, Gapital and Finance in thge of
the flenaissance: A Study of the Fuggers and Their Connectis,
traffs. H. M. Lucas (New York: Augustus M. Kelley, 1963}, p. 80.
Rffrinted by permission.




