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Weekly Opportunities 
 
Sunday 
9:30 Worship 
11:15 Sunday School for all ages 
12:15 Bible Study 
6:00 Bible Studies 
Impact Youth 
6:15 Bible Study 
Monday: 
Grief Share Study 
8:00 Young Adult Bible Study 
Tuesday 
Cardio Drumming 
Wednesday 
9:00 Ladies Bible Study 
6:15 AWANA 
6:45 Bible Study 
Thursday 
Bi-weekly Bible Studyï G. Wedel 
Friday 
5:30-7:30 AM Prayer 

John Piper on the Coronavirus 
 

It matters little what we think about the 
coronavirus. But it matters forever 
what God thinks. He is not silent about 
what He thinks. Scarcely a page in the 
Bible is irrelevant for this crisis.  
Our voice is grass. His is granite. 

ñThe grass withers, and the flower 
falls, but the word of the Lord remains 
foreverò (1 Peter 1:24ï25). His words 
in Scripture ñcannot be brokenò (John 
10:35). What He says is ñtrue, and 
righteous altogetherò (Psalm 19:9). Lis-
tening to God, and believing Him, is 
like building your house on a rock, not sand (Matthew 7:24). 
His voice is not only true; it is perfectly wise for every situation. ñHe 

is wonderful in counsel and excellent in wisdomò (Isaiah 28:29). ñHis 
understanding is beyond measureò (Psalm 147:5). When He gives 
counsel about the coronavirus, it is firm, unshakable, lasting. ñThe 
counsel of the Lord stands foreverò (Psalm 33:11). ñHis way is per-
fectò (2 Samuel 22:31).  
Godôs words in these times are not only true and wise; they are al-

so precious and sweet. ñMore to be desired are they than gold . . . 
sweeter also than honey and drippings of the honeycombò (Psalm 
19:10). They are the sweetness of life: ñLord, to whom shall we go? 
You have the words of eternal lifeò (John 6:68). And with indestructible 
life come words of unshakable peace and joy: ñYour words became to 
me a joy and the delight of my heartò (Jeremiah 15:16). 
And the sweetness is not lost in this moment of bitter providence ð 

not if we have learned the secret of ñsorrowful, yet always rejoicingò (2 
Corinthians 6:10). The secret is this: Knowing that the same sovereign-
ty that could stop the coronavirus and doesnôt, is the very sovereignty 
that sustains the soul in it. Indeed, more than sustains ð sweetens 
with hope that, for those who trust Him, His purposes are kind, even in 

(Continued on page 7) 

ñOur purpose is to be ambassadors for Christ, helping people to become                           
spiritually mature, filled with the fullness of Godò  
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As I write this, it is about a week after the 
World Health Organization has proclaimed 
the Coronavirus a Pandemic situation. We 
have watched the news as people have re-
sponded with fear and panic. Hoarding of 
certain items has become common, grocery 
shelves are bare, restaurants are closed to 
seating customers, schools are closed for 
several weeks and rumors that many may 
not hold in person classes for the rest of the 
year, at least one college in the area has 
cancelled commencement and another is 
postponing it.  I know individuals who are 
impacted by the cancellation or postponing 
of conferences. Weddings and funerals are 
being delayed. Organizers of events are los-
ing significant amounts of money, while the 
stock market appears to be in a tailspin. 
Every day we are hearing of more cases of the coronavirus and the 

loss of life of those infected.  Health officials seem to be a loss for how to 
slow down the spread of this virus. Several cities and even some states 
have effectively imposed a lock down on citizens. There are travel and 
quarantine restriction on those that travel out of the country. Airplanes are 
traveling nearly empty.  One airline reports they have cut seventy percent 
of their flights. We are being told to keep gatherings to less than 10 peo-
ple which has caused many churches (including ours) to cancel services.  
Is it any wonder that people without hope feel helpless?  We need to 

open our Bibles to see what God has to say to us during perilous times.  
 
1 Timothy 1:1  ñPaul, an apostle of Christ Jesus by command of God 

our Savior and of Christ Jesus our hope,ò   Our hope is in Jesus Christ 
and Him alone. While God may use human means to supply our needs, 
our hope is in Christ. Our time on earth is short; our eternal hope is Christ 
alone.  
Psalm 118:6 ñThe L  is on my side; I will not fear.ò If God is by my 

side, I have no reason to fear. God is always with those who believe and 
nothing can harm that is not Godôs will for us.  
Isaiah 41:13-14 ñFor I, the L  your God, hold your right hand; it is I who 
say to you, ñFear not, I am the one who helps you.  Fear not, you 
worm Jacob, you men of Israel! I am the one who helps you, declares 
the L ; your Redeemer is the Holy One of Israel.ñ  God is holding 
us, guiding us and protecting us; why be fearful? 

Psalm 39:7 ñAnd now, O Lord, for what do I wait? My hope is in You.ò  We 
sing, ñMy hope is in you Lord, My hope is in youò, but it is one thing to 
sing it, another to practice it. If God really is our hope, why do we 
fear? Why do we worry? 

Psalm 56: 3-4 ñWhen I am afraid, I put my trust in You.  In God, whose 
word I praise, in God I trust; I shall not be afraid. What can flesh do to 
me?ò The things of this world cannot add or take away from the eter-
nally glory that belongs to all who believe. Sing and praise God as 
means of expressing our trust in Him. 

Proverbs 3:5-6 ñTrust in the L  with all your heart, and do not lean on 
your own understanding. In all your ways acknowledge Him, and He 
will make straight your paths.ò  Trust God, not what we understand, 
not what we see, not what others tell us, but trust God and He will 
guide us. 

(Continued on page 3) 
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ñSpring shows what God can do 
with a drab and dirty world.ò 

ðVirgil A. Kraft 
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Editorôs Note: Please note 
that many of the calendar 
and other items are in-
cluded as if things were 
normal. With the pandem-
ic shutdown ordered by 
the governor,  all face to 
face meetings are can-
celled through at least 
April 14. Please keep that 
in mind when planning.  If 
you are expected to be 
somewhere for a ministry 
after the shutdown is lift-
ed and cannot fulfill that 
expectation, please con-
tact the ministry leaders 
so that arrangements can 
be made in advance to 

2Timothy 1:7 ñFor God gave us a spirit not of fear but of power and love 
and self-control.ò  Fear does not come from God but from Satan, we 
need to let go of fear and claim the power we already have from God. 

 
There are many more passages that could be included (actually there is 

an entire book of books that I can introduce you to), but for the purpose of 
space, we will limit to this handful. The point is that no matter what is going 
on around us, we need to not panic or be in fear. Rather, we need to trust 
God and look to Him for guidance. 
I am told that some translations contain 365 verses with the phrases 

ñFear notò or ñDo not be afraidò, that is one for every day of the year. For 
those that live in fear, it might be a good practice to make one of these the 
verse of the day.  We are constantly told in scripture to trust God.  Do we?  
This is a time that we should take the opportunity to turn our fears into trust. 
God has given us a mind to reason, so we need to make reasonable 

precautions, but God is our trust.  As the Psalmist penned ñSome trust in 
chariots and some in horses, but we trust in the name of the L  
our God.ò (Psalm20:7) 

 
I am reminded in times like these of a hymn we used to sing: 
 
My Hope is built on Nothing Less 
Edward Mote (1834) 
 

My hope is built on nothing less 
Than Jesusô blood and righteousness. 
I dare not trust the sweetest frame, 
But wholly trust in Jesusô Name. 
 
When darkness seems to hide His lovely face, 
I rest on His unchanging grace. 
In every high and stormy gale, 
My anchor holds within the veil. 
 
(Chorus) On Christ the solid Rock I stand, 
All other ground is sinking sand; 
All other ground is sinking sand. 
 

In this time of uncertainty, we know that God holds the future.  This is 
not to say that friends, family, or we ourselves will not suffer or even die 
from this virus, we can be certain of one thing, it is within Godôs perfect will 
for lives.  We still need to make reasonable precautions. 
Do you trust in God during this time?  Or, are you being fearful?  This is 

a time to show our faith in action, are you doing so?  This is a time to put 
aside fear, let us put our trust in God. 

Jim Hawkinsñeditor 

(Continued from page 2) 

Nursery Help 
 

April 
5 Donna Budden& Kourtney Klimp 
12 Beth DeWaal & LeAnn Fritz 
19 Adrienne Burnsed & Lyndsay Juday 
26 Kim Smith & Jamie Morrison 
May 
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New Church Facebook Page 
 

In response to COVID-19, we have to find new ways of staying in 
touch. With that thought in mind, Freda Branch has begun a new Fa-
cebook Group page titled,  Country Christian Family. (This group is a 
closed group. Closed groups are more exclusive. Like public groups, 
everyone can search for and view the name, description and mem-
ber list of a closed group. But users canôt view the groupôs content 
until they become a member. To join a closed group you have to be 
approved by an administrator or invited by a current member.)This 
Facebook page is a way for all those who attend Country Christian 
Evangelical Free Church to stay connected. During this time when 
we are unable to meet physically, we will use this page to encourage 
and help each other to grow stronger in our faith and love of the 
Lord. We ask that you do not share anything negative, but use this 
platform to build each other up. Post photos of your families with 
what you are doing during this time of social isolation. Post scripture 
verses. And let us know if you need anything. We pledge to love and 
pray for each other. May we come out of this trying time a stronger 
body of believers.  
We encourage everyone to join this group! If you don't have a 

Facebook account, please consider signing up. You'll then be able to 
join us, at least virtually, until we can safely meet together again. You 
can always delete your account after we have come through this cri-
sis. Please feel free to contact us with any questions you may have.  
Yours in Christ,   

Freda Branch and Stacey Coville  
 

Romans 15: 5-7 "May the God who gives endurance and encourage-
ment give you a spirit of unity among yourselves as you follow Christ 
Jesus, so that with one heart and mouth you may glorify the God and 
Father of our Lord Jesus Christ."  

Awana News 
 
I want to encourage parents to 
make Awana verse memorization 
part of your childôs daily routine. 
When your child has finished a 
section they can video chat with 
me via Facebook Messenger and 
Iôll virtually sign their card. They 
can also contact their leader for 
verification. Please donôt hesitate 
to contact me or any of the Awana 
leadership team. We are here for 
you! ñYou will keep in perfect 
peace those whose minds are 
steadfast, because they trust in 
you.ò Isaiah 26:3 
 
Stacey Coville and the Awana 
Leadership Team 
 

You got Cereal Boxes? 
 

VBS is looking for 100 cereal 
boxes to use for crafts during 
the week. Hang on to them un-
til further notice. If you have 
questions, contact Chris Dub-
beld. 
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