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APPENDIX N    Comprehension Cards
Make six copies of these cards and store them in a file box. Students can use the cards during guided reading  
and guided writing to (1) write short responses as they read, (2) discuss the text, and (3) write about the text.

Fix-Up Strategies
When you are confused . . . 

• Reread or read on.

• Ask yourself a question.

• Use text features.

• Make a connection.

•  Replace words you don’t know with 
words that make sense.

STP
Stop—Stop reading; cover the text.

Think—What did I read?

Paraphrase—Put in your own words.

B-M-E
What happened at the  

beginning, middle, and end?

At the beginning __________________.

In the middle ____________________.

At the end  ______________________.

Five-Finger Retell
Problem

Events

Ending

Setting

Character

Key Word Summary
What were the most important words?

_________________         

_________________

_________________         

_________________

Use the key words to write a summary.

Who-What
Who is the most important character?

What did he or she do? 
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Vocabulary  
Strategies

1. Reread (or read on) and look for clues.

2. Use the picture to explain the word.

3. Use a known part.

4. Make a connection.

5. Substitute a word that makes sense.

6. Use the glossary.

Green Questions
I must go to the text and find the answer. 

Who . . . ?              When . . . ?

What . . . ?             How . . . ?

Where . . . ?           Which . . . ?

Red Questions
I must stop and think about the answer. 

Why . . . ?

Why do you think . . . ?

How . . . ? 

What if . . . ?

V.I.P.  
Fiction

Action— What is the most important 
thing the character did?

Feeling— What is the most important 
feeling the character had?

V.I.P.  
Nonfiction

7. Flag an important fact or sentence.

8. Write a few key words.

9. Use the key words to write a main 
idea statement.

Main Idea/Details
1. Turn the heading into a question.

2. Bullet key words that answer  
the question.

3. Use the question and key words to 
identify the main idea of the passage.
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Track the Character’s 
Feelings

How did the character feel at the 
beginning, middle, and end?

B M E

The character felt _____ because ______.

Character—Trait—
Evidence

What trait describes the character?  
What is your evidence?

Character Trait Evidence

The character is ____________. In the story  

she (or he) __________________________ .

Who-What-Why

Who is the most important character?

What did he or she do?

Why did he or she do that?

Create a Sociogram

1. Identify 
characters.

2. Draw circles 
and lines.

3. Describe 
relationships.

Yellow Questions
I must slow down and look for the answer. 

How are ________ and _______ similar?

How are ________ and _______ different?      

What caused . . . ?

What was the effect of . . . ?

Cause-Effect
1. Find an important event.

2. Write a “what caused” or  
“why” question.

What caused ___________________?

Why ___________________________?

3. Answer your question.
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