“People coming together to be The Church,
not just attend one.”
Al al‘l:y Lutheran

Chu rCh Trinity Lutheran Church is an open and inclusive
church, welcoming all who seek God.

69 Griswold Street - Hillsdale, Michigan
517-437-2647 - tichillsdale.org

Second Sunday in Lent March 13, 2022
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Service of Holy Communion
9:30 a.m. Worship



Trinity Lutheran Church is a congregation of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America.

WELCOME TO WORSHIP THIS MORNING! We invite you to join us regularly for worship
and in a variety of activities and opportunities in our congregational life. If you are new here, we
welcome you; if you are a member of longstanding, we celebrate your gifts and your ministry
among us. Our order of worship is printed on the following pages of this bulletin.

MISSION STATEMENT - The Mission Statement of Trinity Lutheran Church is to nurture faith
through proclamation of the gospel of Jesus Christ by word, sacrament, deeds and loving
relationships, to ALL people.

VISION STATEMENT - As proclaimers of the gospel of Jesus Christ, the Vision of Trinity
Lutheran Church is to maximize our gifts and resources to reach out with God’s love and serve the
global community.

COMMUNION PROCEDURE - The communion table of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in
America is open to all baptized Christians who believe that our Lord Jesus is truly present in the
forms of bread and wine

The Sacrament of Holy Communion is celebrated weekly throughout the year. No one is ever
required to participate in the sacrament, but it is offered to nourish and sustain God’s people. This
is in accordance with Lutheran teaching:
Background 35A: The Church celebrates the Holy Communion frequently because the
Church needs the sacrament, the means by which the Church’s fellowship is established
and its mission as the baptized people of God is nourished and sustained. This practice
was reaffirmed in 1989 by the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America. We continue to
need “consistent pastoral encouragement and instruction relating to Holy
Communion...pointing up Christ’s command, his promise, and our deep need.” For a
variety of historical reasons, Lutherans in various places moved away from the weekly
celebration of the sacrament.
Application 35C: Participation in the sacramental meal is by invitation, not demand. The
members of the church are encouraged to make the sacrament a frequent rather than
occasional part of their lives.
(Excerpts from: The Use of the Means of Grace, Principle 35)



Sunday, March 13, 2022

INTRODUCTION

Though we sometimes doubt and often resist God’s desire to protect and save us, our God
persists. In holy baptism, God’s people have been called and gathered into a God-initiated
relationship that will endure. Lent provides the church with a time and a tradition in which to
seek God'’s face again. Lent provides another occasion to behold the God of our salvation in the
face of the Blessed One who “‘comes in the name of the Lord.”

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS

THANKSGIVING FOR BAPTISM
Stand. All may make the sign of the cross, the sign marked at baptism, as the minister begins.

Blessed be the holy Trinity, -+ one God,
the fountain of living water,

the rock who gave us birth,

our light and our salvation.

Amen.

Joined to Christ in the waters of baptism,
we are clothed with God's mercy and forgiveness.
Let us give thanks for the gift of baptism.

We give you thanks, O God,

for in the beginning your Spirit moved over the waters
and by your Word you created the world,

calling forth life in which you took delight.

Through the waters of the flood you delivered Noah and his family.

Through the sea you led your people Israel from slavery into freedom.

At the river your Son was baptized by John and anointed with the Holy Spirit.
By water and your Word you claim us as daughters and sons,

making us heirs of your promise and servants of all.

We praise you for the gift of water that sustains life,

and above all we praise you for the gift of new life in Jesus Christ.
Shower us with your Spirit,

and renew our lives with your forgiveness, grace, and love.

To you be given honor and praise

through Jesus Christ our Lord

in the unity of the Holy Spirit, now and forever.
Amen



GATHERING HYMN ELW #321vs.1 &2 Eternal Lord of Love, Behold Your Church
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far off yet here— the goal of all de - sire.
SO we are dead and live with you in God.
SO in - to life and glo - ry shall we wake.
GREETING
P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy

Spirit be with you all.
C And also with you



A
X
s

0

GBS

/)

In peace, let us pray tothe Lord.
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For the peace from a-bove, and for our sal - vation,

let us pray to the Lord.
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For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the church of God,
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For this holy house, and for all who offer here their wor-ship and praise,
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Help, save, comfort, and de -fend us, gra-cious Lord. A - men.

PRAYER OF THE DAY

P Let us pray.
God of the covenant, in the mystery of the cross you promise everlasting life to the world.
Gather all peoples into your arms, and shelter us with your mercy, that we may rejoice in
the life we share in your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns
with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

C Amen.

Sit

A A reading from Genesis

FIRST READING Genesis 15:1-12, 17-18

God promises a childless and doubting Abram that he will have a child, that his descendants will
be as numerous as the stars, and that the land of Canaan will be their inheritance. Abram’s trust
in God is sealed with a covenant-making ceremony, a sign of God’s promise.

LAfter these things the word of the LORD came to Abram in a vision, “Do not be afraid, Abram, I
am your shield; your reward shall be very great.” 2But Abram said, “O Lord Gob, what will you
give me, for I continue childless, and the heir of my house is Eliezer of Damascus?” *And Abram
said, “You have given me no offspring, and so a slave born in my house is to be my heir.” *But
the word of the LORD came to him, “This man shall not be your heir; no one but your very own
issue shall be your heir.” °He brought him outside and said, “Look toward heaven and count the
stars, if you are able to count them.” Then he said to him, “So shall your descendants be.” ®And
he believed the LORD; and the LORD reckoned it to him as righteousness.

"Then he said to him, “I am the LORD who brought you from Ur of the Chaldeans, to give you
this land to possess.” ®But he said, “O Lord GOD, how am I to know that I shall possess it?” *He
said to him, “Bring me a heifer three years old, a female goat three years old, a ram three years
old, a turtledove, and a young pigeon.” *°He brought him all these and cut them in two, laying
each half over against the other; but he did not cut the birds in two. **And when birds of prey
came down on the carcasses, Abram drove them away.

12As the sun was going down, a deep sleep fell upon Abram, and a deep and terrifying
darkness descended upon him.

"\When the sun had gone down and it was dark, a smoking fire pot and a flaming torch passed
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between these pieces. 0n that day the LORD made a covenant with Abram, saying, “To your
descendants I give this land, from the river of Egypt to the great river, the river Euphrates.”

A Word of God, Word of life.
C Thanks be to God.

PSALM Psalm 27
In the day of trouble, God will give me shelter. (Ps. 27:5)

The LoRD is my light and my salvation; whom then shall | fear?
The LORD is the stronghold of my life; of whom shall | be afraid?
2\When evildoers close in against me to devour my flesh,
they, my foes and my enemies, will stumble and fall.
3Though an army encamp against me, my heart will not fear.
Though war rise up against me, my trust will not be shaken.
*One thing | ask of the LORD; one thing | seek;
that I may dwell in the house of the LORD all the days of my life; to gaze upon the
beauty of the LORD and to seek God in the temple.
°For in the day of trouble God will give me shelter,
hide me in the hidden places of the sanctuary, and raise me high upon a rock.
®Even now my head is lifted up above my enemies who surround me.
Therefore | will offer sacrifice in the sanctuary, sacrifices of rejoicing; I will sing and
make music to the LORD.
"Hear my voice, O LORD, when | call; have mercy on me and answer me.
8My heart speaks your message— “Seek my face.” Your face, O LORD, I will seek.
°Hide not your face from me, turn not away from your servant in anger.
Cast me not away—you have been my helper; forsake me not, O God of my salvation.
©Though my father and my mother forsake me,
the LORD will take me in.
“Teach me your way, O LORD; lead me on a level path, because of my oppressors.
12Subject me not to the will of my foes,
for they rise up against me, false witnesses breathing violence.
3This I believe—that | will see the goodness of the LORD in the land of the living!
“Wait for the LORD and be strong.
Take heart and wait for the LORD!



A A reading from Philippians

SECOND READING Philippians 3:17-4:1
Although Paul’s devotion to Christ has caused him to be persecuted, he does not regret the
course he has taken. Writing from prison, he expresses confidence in a glorious future and
encourages other Christians to follow in his footsteps.

1"Brothers and sisters, join in imitating me, and observe those who live according to the example
you have in us. For many live as enemies of the cross of Christ; | have often told you of them,
and now | tell you even with tears. °Their end is destruction; their god is the belly; and their
glory is in their shame; their minds are set on earthly things. 2°But our citizenship is in heaven,
and it is from there that we are expecting a Savior, the Lord Jesus Christ. ?He will transform the
body of our humiliation that it may be conformed to the body of his glory, by the power that also
enables him to make all things subject to himself. 4 Therefore, my brothers and sisters, whom |
love and long for, my joy and crown, stand firm in the Lord in this way, my beloved.

A Word of God, Word of life.
C Thanks be to God.

Stand
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
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P The Holy Gospel according to Luke the 13" chapter.
C Glory to you, O Lord.

GOSPEL Luke 13:31-35

Neither Herod'’s plotting nor Jerusalem’s resistance to maternal love will deter Jesus from his
sacrificial mission.

1At that very hour some Pharisees came and said to [Jesus,] “Get away from here, for Herod
wants to kill you.” *He said to them, “Go and tell that fox for me, ‘Listen, I am casting out
demons and performing cures today and tomorrow, and on the third day I finish my work. **Yet
today, tomorrow, and the next day | must be on my way, because it is impossible for a prophet to
be killed outside of Jerusalem.” **Jerusalem, Jerusalem, the city that kills the prophets and stones
those who are sent to it! How often have | desired to gather your children together as a hen
gathers her brood under her wings, and you were not willing! 3See, your house is left to you. And
I tell you, you will not see me until the time comes when you say, ‘Blessed is the one who comes
in the name of the Lord.””

The Gospel of the Lord.
C Praise to you, O Christ
Sit
SERMON



Stand

HYMN OF THE DAY ELW #667 Take Up Your Cross, the Savior Said
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APOSTLES’ CREED
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,

born of the virgin Mary,

suffered under Pontius Pilate,

was crucified, died, and was buried;

he descended to the dead.

On the third day he rose again;

he ascended into heaven,

he is seated at the right hand of the Father,

and he will come to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit,

the holy catholic church,

the communion of saints,

the forgiveness of sins,

the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION

A

Drawn close to the heart of God, we offer these prayers for the church, the world, and all
who are in need.

A brief silence.

A

O

You gather the church into a community of mercy and grace. Unify Christians around the
globe in efforts to proclaim good news even in the face of opposition and to protect those
whose lives are imperiled by the gospel. Merciful God,

receive our prayer.

You create the entire universe and call it good. Hinder those who would cause further
destruction to our planet’s fragile ecosystems, and augment the calls of those who
advocate for thoughtful stewardship of the earth’s resources. Merciful God,

receive our prayer.

You raise up leaders committed to love and justice. Nurture in those who govern patience
to receive criticism, openness to new ideas, and courage to change course when needed
for the sake of the common good. Merciful God,

receive our prayer.

You hear us when we cry to you. Attend to those expecting a child, and console those
who have experienced miscarriage. Comfort veterans enduring post-traumatic stress.
Shield those endangered by domestic violence. Uphold those who are ill or grieving
(especially). Merciful God,
receive our prayer.
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A You kindle faith that moves us into action. Guide children and adults preparing for
baptism or confirmation. Empower Sunday school teachers, confirmation leaders, and
parents who share their faith with younger generations. Give us all a renewed sense of
vocation. Merciful God,

C receive our prayer.

Here other intercessions may be offered.

A Loving God, be with us and guide us during this time of discernment. Fill our leaders
with your wisdom. Keep us mindful of the work you would have us do. Lead us and
guide us O Lord to be about the work of your kingdom even as the search for a new
pastor continues. Bless all who have taken on extra responsibility, and fill them with a
sense of your love and presence. Merciful God,

C receive our prayer.

You welcome us into your heavenly realm. We give thanks for those whose labors on
earth are ended and who now rest with you. On the final day, gather all of us, with them,
in your loving arms. Merciful God,

C receive our prayer.
Accept the prayers we bring, O God, on behalf of a world in need, for the sake of Jesus
Christ.

C Amen.

SHARING OF THE PEACE
P The peace of Christ be with you always.
C And also with you.

Please do not leave your pew, pass the peace to those in your family group as you wish but to
others by waves or other hand signs

12



Sit

OFFERING Second Sunday: Barnyard boxes- ELCA Good Gifts
Each week, our congregation collects a general offering for the church and our ministries.
Additionally, we collect an offering for special projects. If you would like to make a regular gift
to the church, please place it in the offering plate. If you are looking to support our special
project (noted above), please place your offering in the barnyard boxes or noisy offering buckets.
The plate will be presented to the altar by an usher at this time

OFFERING HYMN ELW #184 Let the Vineyards Be Fruitful
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with your pres - ence, and give us a fore - taste of the feast to come.

OFFERING PRAYER

A Extravagant God, you have blessed us with the fullness of creation. Now we gather at
your feast where you offer us the food that satisfies. Take and use what we offer here,
come among us, and feed us with the body and blood of Christ, in whose name we pray.

C Amen.
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GREAT THANKSGIVING
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in the name of the Lord. Ho - san-na in the high - est.
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+EUCHARISTIC PRAYER

P

Holy One, the beginning and the end, the giver of life:
Blessed are you for the birth of creation.

Blessed are you in the darkness and in the light.
Blessed are you for your promise to your people.
Blessed are you in the prophets' hopes and dreams.
Blessed are you for Mary's openness to your will.
Blessed are you for your Son Jesus,

the Word made flesh.

In the night in which he was betrayed,

our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;

broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:

Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,

and gave it for all to drink, saying:

This cup is the new covenant in my blood,

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

Let us proclaim the mystery of faith:
Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again.

With this bread and cup we remember your Word dwelling among us,

full of grace and truth. We remember our new birth in his death and resurrection.
We look with hope for his coming.

Come, Lord Jesus.

Holy God, we long for your Spirit. Come among us. Bless this meal. May your Word
take flesh in us. Awaken your people. Fill us with your light. Bring the gift of peace on
earth..

Come, Holy Spirit.

All praise and glory are yours, Holy One of Israel, Word of God incarnate, Power of the
Most High, one God, now and forever..

Amen
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LORD'S PRAYER
P Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us.
C Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen

INVITATION TO COMMUNION
P Come to Christ’s banquet. Feast on God’s gift of grace.

Sit
DISTRIBUTION OF COMMUNION
The presiding minister and the assisting ministers receive the bread and wine and then give them
to those who come to receive. As the ministers give the bread and wine, they say these words to
each communicant:

The body of Christ, given for you.

The blood of Christ, shed for you.
The communicant may say "Amen."

Follow the usher’s instructions to approach the altar. Communion will be by individual cup, the
communicant stands before the Pastor to receive the bread, then Assisting Minister will hand you
the cup the cup of wine. Gluten-free communion wafers are available upon request. Simply tell
the pastor at the time of communion. If you are unable to consume alcohol, please inform the
assisting minister when it is your turn to receive the wine, and you will be given a wine substitute.
There is a basket on the front pews for the used cups

SILENT MEDITATION
While others are receiving commmunion you are invited to reflect on the readings, the sermon and the music of

the day.
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Stand

POST-COMMUNION BLESSING

P The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace.
C Amen.

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

A God for whom we wait, in this meal you give us a foretaste of that day when the hungry
will be fed with good things. Send us forth to make known your deeds and to proclaim
the greatness of your name, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.

C Amen.

BLESSING
P The Lord bless you and keep you.

The Lord’s face shine on you with grace and mercy.

The Lord look upon you with favor and + give you peace.
Cc Amen.
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SENDING HYMN ELW #539 Abide, O Dearest Jesus
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2 A - bide, O dear Re - deem - er, a - mong us with your word
3 A - bide with heav'n-ly bright - ness a - mong us, pre - cious Light;
4 A - bide with rich - est bless - ings a - mong us, boun-teous Lord;
5 A - bide, O faith-ful Sav - ior, a - mong us with your love;
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that e - vil may not harm us nor we to sin give place.
and thus now and here - af - ter true peace and joy  af - ford.
your truth di - rect and keep us from er - ror’s gloom-y  night.
let us in grace and wis - dom grow dai - ly through your word.
grant stead-fast-ness and help us to reach our home a - bove.
DISMISSAL
A Go in peace. Jesus meets you on the way

C Thanks be to God.
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SERVING AT TRINITY
Ministers: Every member of the congregation Council President: Terry Vear

Pastor: Rev. Dennis Smith Vice-President: Suzanne Sponsler
Piano/Keyboard: Paul Lucas Treasurer: Chris McNamara
Parish Secretary: Chris McNamara Secretary: Sandra Dufur

Council Members: Warren Bartels, Johncie Langston, Brad Otterbein, Joe Painter, Gene
Stockford-Shively, and Patti Weber

SERVING TODAY:
Assisting Minister: Amy Otterbein
Ushers: Chris McNamara, Tom Stockford-Shively

ADDITIONAL SERVICES

Altar Guild: Tom Stockford-Shively

Offering Counters: Keith Otterbein and Phyllis Klingler
Videographer: Gene Stockford-Shively

FLOWERS — The flowers on the altar today are given by Amy & Keith Otterbein to celebrate
Connor’s 5™ birthday

The music in this bulletin is reprinted with permission
under Annual License A-727368 from OneLicense.net.
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