Horticulture Report
· It really isn’t a good time to trim/cut branches and canes.  There is still too much time for disease to get into cuts. Save pruning for early spring.
· 
· Plant some colorful fall kale so you can put it on the platter around your Thanksgiving turkey. I like green and white but purple garnish is nice, too.
· 
· Best tip of the month- from Pam Delaney, sprinkle cinnamon on the soil of the planted pots you bring inside because it keeps the soil gnats away!!!
· 
· This is tree and shrub and rose planting time.  It is good root-growing time.  Plants have November and December to put down roots.  These plants will be better equipped to make it through a droughty hot summe than trees and shrubs planted in April.
· 
· The roses should now have rose hips on them. We don’t deadhead anymore because forming hips is a signal to the plant to get ready for winter.
· 
· Be sure to secure canes of climbing roses that could get tossed around in winter storms.
· 
· Clean away all those spotted diseased leaves from the garden bed and throw them in the trash-do not compost them.
· 
· Now is the time to lime your rose garden. The winter snow, rain and freezing/thawing cycles will work the lime into the soil. (Use pelletized lime. The powdery stuff is SO messy!) 
· 
· Put away garden art and ceramic pots. (If you wash them before you put them away you will be set to go in the spring. But I have never been this well-put-together!)
· ,
· After the first hard frosts get seasoned compost or manure to mulch the roses. (With Global Warming this now seems to be a November task rather than an October task.)  We are trying to keep IN the cold. Mound mulch up good and thick to prevent the ground from warming up If there is a deep winter thaw. You don’t want your roses to break dormancy one week then end up in a deep freeze the next!
· 
· Leave seedy perennials when you put your garden to bed; birds are still feasting on them.
· 
· Because this is root growing time, it is also a good time to divide perennials. Make a spot for Plant Sale Perennials in your yard!
