
  The Cichlid Chronicles    



Special thanks to Mo Devlin and Tyler Termini 
for their various photographs used 
throughout this newsletter! 



   What a ride it has been!!  For 3 years I have been the President of one of the most exciting 

and ground breaking clubs in the country “The Cichlid Club of York PA”!   We started with a dream 

and a prayer and 3 years later we have our non– profit status and are regarded as one of the elite 

fish clubs in the country.  Everyone take a bow and give yourselves a round of applause!  

September we packed the house with over 120 plus attendees with our 3rd installment of “Clash of 

the Cichlids”.  With 76 entries it was our largest show yet.  Next year even bigger plans have been 

put in place including a joint venture with the Aquarium Club of Lancaster County.  The new event 

will be called The Keystone Aquatic Clash and it will be a 3 day event Sept 16-18 2016.  More de-

tails are on the way!  Speaking of next year in October we had our first CCY election and it is my 

pleasure to announce my friend and CCY brother Dwayne Walker has been elected as the new 

CCY President.  I can’t think of a better person more equipped and qualified for this position.  

Rounding out the roster is Glenn Davies as Vice President, Mike Mull as Treasurer and Liz Walker 

as Secretary.  I have worked alongside each of these individuals and can safely say the club is in 

great hands .  

   I feel as President I am stepping down leaving the club in the best possible position.  In my 3 

years we have an official website with over 200 members and over 400 Facebook members. We 

have reached our “non– profit” status, we have a CCY bank account with a generous amount of 

funds that will help us through the next year.  We have membership and auction program in place 

that feeds funds back into the club. We have CCY rules in place, a CCY board with roles and de-

scriptions of those roles.  We have several programs from C.A.R.E.S to BAP that we are affiliated 

with and we also have an award winning (3 years in a row) newsletter that is enjoyed around the 

globe.  We have also single handedly revived the fun of putting on a fish show with our signature 

event “Clash of the Cichlids”.  I am sure there is more we have done that I have left out but it’s safe 

to say in 3 years we have hit the hobby scene with thunder of a sonic BOOOM!   

I would like to thank everyone who supported me, gave me their time and their blood, sweat and 

tears for 3 years.  As I’ve said before and I will say it again-  “none of this would be possible without 

YOU!”  Next President message will be from our new CCY President Dwayne Walker!   Long live 

the CCY !!! 

                           -Scott McLaughlin 
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  My first trip to the Capital Cichlid Association (CCA) 

 

 

        

   By : Julie Lovell 

 

  This was my first time going to the CCA and I was looking forward to getting together with my CCY friends 
Michael Mull, and Liz & Dwayne Walker. I met Michael Mull early at That Fish Place with coffee and then 
on the road to the Walkers.   I was very excited to go to my first meeting especially when I found out what 
was on the auction list.  Once at the Walkers we all got in one vehicle and drove to the CCA and we all 
talked about the meeting and were excited to here the speaker Dan Sharifi who spoke about the care and 
husbandry of the new world cichlids. I of course couldn't stop talking about how much I wanted the special 
item on the auction list which was F1 Tropheus Moorii Nkonde. I am sure the Walkers and Michael wanted 
to put me in the trunk by the time we took our first rest stop break. It was great to see some of our fellow 
fish friends Matt Quinn, Christine Keys, Greg O'Neil, Joshua Wiegert, Frank Cowherd and many others I 

apologize if I missed your name. 

So why Tropheus you ask?   Well I think the fish is just 
beautiful and I learned the hard way what not to do.  I 
have gained a lot of knowledge from Greg O'Neil and 
Pam Chin. My first 75 gallon tank I purchased 8-10 vari-
ous Tropheus and then I went to PetSmart and pur-
chased some more and my last purchase with that tank 
was an auction. This tank was my beautiful variety of 
Tropheus but also turned out to be the worst as I learned 
Tropheus do much better with their own species and this 
tank had numerous kinds and sizes and they ended up 
either killing each other or died. The one bag of 11 
Tropheus that I bought at an auction all died and I found 
out they all had a worm type virus that they were infect-
ed with and I don't think I could of done anything to save 
them. So this was an expensive learning experience for 
me but I grew from that. My love for Tropheus continues 

to grow and I now have a book and do research on the computer when I have time to try and make their life 
here as comfortable as possible. 

So back to the CCA Auction I know you are wondering did I win those F1 Nkonde well of course I did. Actu-
ally it was a little bit of a battle and I was about to stop as I knew the guy who I was bidding against already 
told me he wanted the bid to be high as these fish were a donation to the club and he wanted them to bring 
high numbers for the club. I was getting worried when we went from $85.00 and then $100.00 and finally at 
$110.00 I didn't think I was going to go any further and finally he stopped and I won. I jumped up and down 
like a little kid I was so happy that is the only item I wanted. On the auction list they were listed as qty 15 
but they ended up being qty 17 so it was an extra bonus.  

Currently I have 3 tanks dedicated to just Tropheus I have a 75 gallon with Wild Caught Red Rainbow 
“Kasanga”, 55 gallon with a divider one side is the Nkonde and the other side has Moorii Purple Lufubu 
both the Lufubu and the Nkonde are 2” or smaller so for now the 55 gallon tank is sufficient. I am looking 
for a 75 gallon tank to move the Lufubu over to. My last tank is the 75 gallon and that has the remaining 
survivors of the variety that I first got. I do have 3 Tropheus Dubois for sale and they came from the variety 
tank and they were picking on the others and 1 Tropheus Dubois that is my show fish that is not for sale. I 
recommend Tropheus to anyone.  There are so many different kinds and all so beautiful.  When they look 
at you they almost look like a puppy dog with their eyes. They each have a personality and I enjoy reading 
a book or just sitting in my chair watching them.  Thanks CCA for a great time and wonderful auction!! 









   What can I say, they are my most favorite kind of cichlid, not only because there are an addicting 
amount of different colors and species to collect but, because of there up front and social behavior. Every 
morning I come down to my living room and there they are, all at the top splashing around, letting me 
know they are there and hungry. I’ve gotten to the point where I can hold a single piece of food and they 
will eat it out of my fingers. At first when I started my Mbuna tank there were some casualties but, after 
learning a few tricks my tank has thrived to hold over 40 species of Mbuna and South African Cichlids. 

  To start off with you have to understand where these beautiful fish come from. Simply watching a 
Youtube video of Lake Malawi will open your eyes to how they live. The name mbuna means "rockfish" in 
the language of the Tonga people of Malawi. Giving your Mbuna plenty of rocks and other places they 
can swim in and out of is the beginning of a happy haplochromine. The water in Lake Malawi usually 
ranges from 77-84°F with a pH 7.5-8.4. After you have the tank prepped and ready to go you can start to 
add your Mbuna. The second trick I learned in the hobby with this kind of fish is, stock the tank with many 
fish. Mbuna quickly become territorial if too few fish are in the tank and will start to fight. When adding 
more fish throughout time I’ve learned smaller juvenile fish are left alone by the pre existing fish in the 
tank compared to when you add in a large or mature Mbuna. If adding large Mbuna definitely do more 
than one or even two. Don’t be surprised if you wake up the next day to one of the two dead either. 

 



Other than that, Mbuna are an easy pet fish to own. They are very hearty fish and can tolerate if the water 
is not perfect. They do eat a lot though. Feed your Mbuna twice a day. All that eating makes a lot of poop 
too. A 25% water change weekly helps keep your tank nice looking, and your fish will glow with color after 
a water change. Often after a major water change Mbuna will mate. Haplochromine are mouth breeders. 
Although I’m not sure how it all happens or goes down, the female will hold the eggs and fry until she spits 
them out or until you help her spit them. That’s an amazing experience. The babies jump right out and 
you’d be amazed by how many they can hold in their mouths. Sadly if a female feels threatened she will 
swallow the fry. It’s not uncommon, especially for first time or young fish. 

  Labidochromis sp. Hongi is my favorite species of Mbuna, but like I 
mentioned there are so many different species of this fish. Sometimes I 
think Dr. Seuss’s book 1 Fish 2 Fish Red Fish Blue Fish was a reference to 
African Cichlids. The cool thing about Mbuna is that unlike other breeds 
of fish where only the male is colorful and the female is dull and boring, 
both male and female are colorful. Mbuna are known to cross breed as 
well. Don’t let that steer you away from that fish if you come across one 
in a store or auction. The most beautiful fish I own is a hybrid. Although 
there isn’t usually a category for hybrids in fish shows, there should be. 

Well there you have it. Hopefully, if you have been thinking about start-
ing an Mbuna tank, this will save you the heartache I experienced, when 
I first started out as a fish hobbyist starting my Mbuna tank.  Mbuna all 
together are a rewarding breed of cichlid to own for so many reasons. 
They may not be a Peacock, but they have a completely different nature 
to them. If you are looking for a sociable and colorful freshwater fish, 
Mbuna may be what you are looking for.    

 









 Thanks to the amazing 

clubs and sponsors of 

the CCY Clash of the 

Cichlids event.  With-

out your support  none 

of this would have 

been possible  - 



   Have you ever had one of those moments where what’s happening is too good to be true?  So good in fact 

that you have to shut your eyes for a few seconds and then rub them?  As you try to refocus you find that 

everything you dreamed is now in front of you, in all its reality…  Then for good measures you have to pinch 

yourself just to make sure.  Well I had one of those moments on September 26th 2015 around 2pm..  You 

see up until then I had done so much work, so much planning and “yes” so much worrying, that I hadn't real-

ized that the day I dreamed of was finally here.  After my opening presentation to a crowd of more than 100 

people and shortly after I introduced my good friend Mo Devlin as our guest speaker, I actually got a chance 

to just sit back and enjoy.  Wow!   

  With the help of a team of Cichlid Club of York PA friends that have supported me through 3 years of Presi-

dency, we were able to pull off a show that will go down in the history books as one of the best.   Mike Mull, 

Dwayne Walker, Wayne Smith, Elizabeth Napier, Liz Walker, Kristina Bryson, Glenn Davies, Brandon Sam-

ple, Zachary Markel, Kerry Dilks, Tonya Kailing and Brooke Moore are all at the top of a long list of people 

who made this day and event possible.  Much like the X-men, each one of these individuals possess a 

“super power” or talent that helps make events like this one possible and run smoothly..   



       To my team of CCY mutants (LOL!) and others not mentioned but never   for-

gotten- I say  -“THANK YOU!! “  

   The Clash of the Cichlids is an event hosted by The Cichlid Club of York PA.  

This was our 3rd year hosting our now signature event which by far was the big-

gest and most attended yet of our trilogy.  With over 120 people in attendance and 

with 76 cichlid entries the show was a great success!  One of the aspects that we 

started 2 years ago that makes the Clash of the Cichlids event so special is that it 

invites other fish clubs from the surrounding area to meet and compete with one 

another.  A twist that no other fish show has.  Also at the end of the cichlid show 

competition the contestant that wins “Best of Show” also wins a trophy for his 

home club.  The trophy is called the “Club Bragging rights” trophy.  The Capital 

Cichlid Association 

(thanks to one Christine 

Keys) won the club trophy in 

2014 and this year the tro-

phy went home to the 

Aquarium Club of Lancas-

ter County thanks to one 

Joel Antkowiak. Congrats 

Joel and the ACLC!   

   Aside from the cichlid competition we had 2 great speakers in Mo Devlin and Chuck Davis..  Mo did an 

outstanding and ground breaking presentation on how to photograph your fish.  This included interactive 

segments where Mo took pictures live, displayed 

them on a projection screen and then through 

various computer applications showed the crowd 

how to take those photos to the next level.  Eve-

ryone also got a better understanding of the im-

portance of “light” and “patience”.  As promised 

we all left the presentation a better photographer 

thanks to one Mo Devlin.  Mo also donated to the 

Clash of the Cichlids show a personal piece of 

his photography framed and signed.  This master 

piece was given to the Grand Champion “Best of 

Show” winner (seen above).  Mo’s generous do-

nation certainly took the desire to win to new 

heights!     

A proud Joel Antkowiak (left) with 

Matt Quinn (center)  and Rachel 

O’Leary (right).  Joel was the Clash of 

the Cichlids Best of Show winner also 

winning a framed and autographed 

photo from Mo Devlin. 

Mo also ran a CCY photo contest 

and selected his top 3 picks.  Find 

out who he picked later in this 

newsletter. 

https://www.facebook.com/ashley.antkowiak.7?fref=nf


 Next up we had the one and only Chuck 

Davis.  Chuck Davis did a presentation 

on fish shows and how fish are judged.  

The perfect subject based on the large 

cichlid competition taking place that very 

moment.  There is no other speaker like 

Chuck Davis, no other who can teach and 

entertain all at the same time.   Chuck was 

kind enough to do a presentation as well as 

select his personal picks from the cichlid 

show which we entitled (simply enough) 

“The Chuck Davis Awards”.  Chuck 

even designed his own award!  Ever the 

artist, Chuck Davis has become famous 

with his amazing paintings of cichlids and 

the wide range of objects he uses as his 

canvas.  For the “Chuck Davis” award, 

Chuck selected a toilet seat to do his latest 

piece of art .  You may laugh now but that 

toilet seat with a Chuck Davis “one of one” 

original art on it became the most desired 

award of the show!! Keeping with the 

theme the CCY added a plunger for 2nd 

place and a roll of toilet tissue for 3rd 

place.  His presentation and his awards 

was a crowd favorite and the perfect light 

moment on a day of friendly competition. 

Tony Horos  of the CCA 

and Chuck Davis of the 

NJAS - 2 of the best 

people you will meet in 

the  fish hobby! 



  

 Sarah Miller was the proud winner of the 2015 Chuck Davis Award including the awesome  

1 of a kind toilet seat art award crafted by Chuck Davis himself!   

    After 2 great presentations the crowd was eager to 

hear the results of this big gathering and great compe-

tition we call the Clash of the Cichlids.  Matt Quinn 

and Rachel O'Leary (both well known for their work in 

the hobby) had graciously accepted the role of being 

judges for our show.  But “oh” what a job it would be!    

With the judges needing more time the CCY team 

quickly jumped into our always large auction.  With 

more than 6 clubs involved in this particular event, the 

CCY had its largest auction ever!  More than 150 cich-

lids were sold in this auction with many auction items 

being rare and seldom scene cichlids  Many buyers 

walked away with future Clash of the Cichlid show 

winners!! 

   

   

   



FINALLY THE RESULTS!!!! 
  About a half an hour into the auction the results were in!!!  The auction came to a screeching halt as 

Matt and Rachel took to the microphone.  Trophies were rolled out along with prizes from our good 

friends at Tetra.   The following 3 pages are dedicated to the winners of each category and class.  I 

would like to thank everyone for coming out to this great event.  All our sponsors, the various clubs and 

of course our participants.  Also special thanks to Tyler Termini for being our official photographer.  Most 

of the photos seen in this article are from his talented hands.   

   Mark this date on your calendar cichlid fans!  It’s an event you don’t want to miss!!!- SM 







  I will be happy to address any 
and all questions by the people that 
submitted photos as well as address 
my decision process. Overall, this 
was one heck of a show. Lots of 
great entries....lots of competition.  

               -Mo Devlin 

  Not only did Mo Devlin do a presentation on photography at our Clash of the 

Cichlids Event.  He also allowed us to run a CCY Photo Contest in his name 

with him as the judge!  There is no bigger name in Tropical Fish photography 

than Mo Devlin.  So to have your work reviewed by him is an honor.  Here are 

our winners!!!  Thanks again Mo for supporting the Cichlid Club of York PA! 





Dwayne Walker- 70 

Karen Haas -50 

Jay Stephan- 50 

Blake Stevens- 40 

Julie Lovell - 20 

Kerry Dilks 20 

Eric Myer- 10 

Mike Mull- 10 

Phil Bricknell 10  



          BEHIND THE SCENES…...                                                   

By Elizabeth Napier  

  The fish club scene has been around for many years dating back to the 

first aquarium society ever the Gotha Aquarium in Germany, founded in 

1882. The two oldest aquarium clubs still in existence are the Brooklyn 

Aquarium Society in New York City, founded in 1911 and the Boston Aquar-

ium Society, founded in 1916. Today there are clubs all over the world for 

all kinds of fish hobbyist’s.  In our area alone we are surrounded by several, 

Aquarium Club of Lancaster County, Capital Cichlid Association, Bucks 

County Aquarium Society, Cichlids Of Pennsylvania, North Jersey Aquari-

um Society, Potomac Valley Aquarium Society just to name a few. Three 

years ago Scott Mclaughlin had a vision to start a club dedicated specifical-

ly to cichlids in our area. He wanted to share his love of cichlids with other 

like-minded people with the passion for these big, beautiful beasts. In a 

small club house in Dover, a craigslist add, and about 20 people the Cichlid 

Club of York was born. Slowly the word got out and each meeting grew. 

Each meeting held a speaker, auction, food and always felt like friends 

hanging out and sharing our love of cichlids.  

We all attend meetings but have you ever thought about what goes on be-

hind the scenes? How do you get speakers for each month? How to get 

sponsors and goods to raffle, auction or gift? The upkeep of Facebook and 

websites? For the first year Scott did much of it. From lining up speakers, to 

contacting companies for donations to give out, to websites, Facebook and 

craigslist postings. The first meeting thanks to a craigslist posting about 20 

people were in attendance. Not to shabby! His friend Lonny Langione spoke on basic aquarium keeping 

while Jay Stephens and Zack Duke sold fish and light refreshments were provided. How amazing to just 

have people who saw an ad come together to talk fish!  Each month followed with a new speaker from Mo 

Devlin to Kevin J Carr.   An auction was added for people wanting to buy and sell their cichlids. Each table 

had goodies of fish food and info. As the year progressed more and more people found their way through 

the doors either by social media or word of mouth. Scott even started a club newsletter called Cichlid 

Chronicles. By the time our one year anniversary came Scott along with the team of Lonny, Christina Smith, 

Mike Mull, Shane Mell, Wayne Smith and Tonya Kailing had managed to build the club so much that we 

were honored to have Discus Hans speak!   Close to a  hundred people from surrounding states along with 

several members of our sister clubs attended the 1 year anniversary. The club was off and running and a 

huge success! After the first year it was pretty clear the club needed a larger space. With the help of Wayne 

Smith The Cichlid Club of York found its new home in Spring Grove at the community center. With the addi-

tional space, a kitchen, storage and a board the sky was the 

limit! As the club grew so did Scott’s vision. The first meeting 

started with a BANG! With speaker Josh Wiegert and Scotts 

baby-the first ever Clash of the Cichlids! With about 30 entries 

the show was a success as well as a  learning experience.  It 

was also a lot of fun but also a lot of work.   Everything from 

finding tanks, to getting entries, to trophies was headed by 

Scott and an ever growing team that now included Kerry Dilks, 

Orlando Torres  and myself. .   



This year’s show our 3rd installment was our biggest and best yet! Spanning 3 floors of our club house ,it 

was intense. Adding vendors, raffles, and silent auction, a space dedicated to what can only be described 

as a feast, separate speaker and auction room. It was a full day and a packed house with months of plan-

ning and organizing preceding it.  

  Soon we were planning a second show. With so many thoughts and ideas after the first show we began 

to work on the 2nd show.  We had shelving built, sponsors for classes, sponsored goodies from fish com-

panies, and our famous spread of food and auction. With our 2nd show we had  over 60 entries and we 

couldn’t have been happier.  But again hours of work behind the scenes goes into preparing a show of this 

magnitude. 



Each meeting requires so much work and planning. From setting up, to clean up, to food, to organizing 

speakers and auction. Webpage and Facebook updates, newsletters, auction prepping, paperwork, so 

much energy, effort and love goes into a meeting/event or trip.   It is in a lot of ways a thankless job 

that each of us volunteer our time to do because we love this club. With all that being said there really 

is only one person to thank for The Cichlid Club of York, Scott Mclaughlin THANK YOU! Without his 

vision, passion, love and tireless efforts, this club and our family of cichlid lovers would not exist. We 

are so grateful for all his hard work and drive. He has set big shoes for us to fill but has set us on the 

path for success. As he steps down as president after three years, I hope you will all join me in wishing 

him the best of luck in all his future endeavors and projects.  

                                                Thanks for the memories Boss!  







Tis the season to by jolly!!!  Are you looking for a gift that you can 

really enjoy this year?  Tired of getting ties or socks for Christmas?  

Let your loved ones clearly know what you want by showing them 

this page of Christmas goodies.  Here are my top 3 picks of perfect 

gifts for your hobbyist needs.– ENJOY!! 





               2015 Clash of the Cichlids 3 

                      Club Bragging Rights 

           Aquarium Club of Lancaster County 

And the new 

club champion 

is!!!!! 






