Main Idea

Finding the
main idea

Find out what the
text is mostly about

The main idea of a reading passage is a sentence that tells what the
passage is mostly about. Questions about main idea might ask you to
find what a passage is mostly about or mainly about. The questions
might also ask you to choose the best title for a passage. When an-
swering a question about main idea, ask yourself, What is the passage
mostly about? Then choose your answer.

e What is the passage mostly about?

e What is the most important thing about the text?
e What is the main idea?

The problem in this story is....

In this text you mostly need to understand...
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Recalling facts

Find the main facts
and find details in

Every reading passage contains facts and details. The facts and de-
tails tell more about the main idea. Questions about facts and details
ask you about something that was stated in the passage. To answer a

What facts are in the text?

Explain in detail what the text is about.

Using the text, can you find a detail, about a fact in the text?
The main idea is.... and Is an example of this.

S and details the text gﬁg\j};n about a fact or detail, look back to the passage to find the In this text you mostly need to understand...
) A detailed example of what the main idea is can be found on....
2 4 Sometimes, a passage is told in order or sequence. Different things . wuat was tﬂe }‘irst tlr']l_ing tEat 'I;lappeneg in the text”.;
1 I Understandin . happen at the beginning, middle and ending of a passage. Questions | *® What was the last thing that happened in the text?
| 0 © g Plfj:ot;estt?:: :2 :rr‘c:’er about sequence ask you to remember and put events or details in * Explain in order what happened in the text.
‘-J sequence order. Questions about sequence often contain key words such as
first, then, last, after or before.
A cause is something that happens. An effect is something that hap- * Why did this happen?
Recodqnisin pens because of the cause. Read this sentence: ‘I forgot to set my * What was the cause of this?
g g Understand what | alarm clock, so | was late for school.” The cause of being late for * What happened because of this?
\t) @J cause and happened and why it | school was forgetting to set the alarm clock. The effect of forgetting to | ® Because this happened... then this was the result....
¥ effect happened set the alarm clock is being late for school. Questions about cause and

effect usually begin with the key words why, what happened or be-
cause.

Comparing and

Find out how two
things are alike or

Some questions ask you to find how two things are alike or different.
This is called compare and contrast or finding likenesses and differ-
ences. Questions that ask you to compare or contrast usually contain

How it this the same?
How is it different?
This is most like ....

Guess what will happen now

contrasting different key words such as most like, different, alike or similar. This is different because....
A prediction is something you think will happen in the future. Questions | ® The title/ author/ pictures/ captions/ book design makes me think of...
. . about predictions ask what will probably or most likely happen next. * The title makes me think it is going to be about...
Making Guess what will hap- | v, will not find the answer to these questions in the passage. But * The comments (blurb) on the back lead me to believe that...
.. pen before it hap- | inare are clues you can use from the passage to make a good guess | °® The photographs/ headings/ sub-headings make me think that...
predlctlons pens about what might happen next. : What will happen next?
L]

This will most likely happen because....

Finding word

Work our what

Sometimes when you read, you find a word whose meaning you do not
know. Often you can tell the meaning of the word by the way the word
is used in the sentence. This is called understanding word meaning in

¢ How is the word used in the sentence?

What other words do you know around the word which may lead you
to making more meaning?

Are there parts of the word that you have seen in other words?

g SO . . words mean from the | context. Questions about meaning in context ask you to find the mean- | * . AN ot
8@ meaning In main idea and words | ing of a word that may not be familiar to you. If you have trouble : WE:} Em%%g%gslsopénévy:r?é?:lgaééntg(yﬁgggz from?
-~ context in the text choosing an answer for a question like this, try each answer choice in | ¢ Which answer makes the least sense? ’
the ser;te_nce wt;(erett:e wordt appears in the passage. See which an- | « \Which answer makes the most sense?
swer choice makes the most sense.
When you read, many times you must figure out things on your own. o )
PN Drawing The author doesn’t always tell you everything. For example, you might | * What clues can you find in the text which tells....
. Use clues in the text to | €24 these sentences: ‘The moon cast an eerie glow in Jake’s room. : %.ﬂrst ' tthoughltl..., but now | think..., because....
conclusions work out what it really Suddenly, he saw a shadow by the window. Jake sat up in bed, frozen |7 | tr:isnE?rZislscrhe:ra)::tse?'yflgglls"'
N : ino with fear.” From what the author has written, you can tell that it is I think th his chara |
N\, and maklng In means. probably night-time. because the moon is out and Jake is in bed. « | think the reason this character wants to .... Is because...
!Q ferences Questions about drawing conclusions often contain the key words you
can tell or probably.
L. Lo Questions about facts and opinions ask you to find which statements | ® How does this person feel about the subject?
A Distinguishing | .4 outif some- |2 fact statements and which statements are opinion statements. * What facts are given to support the opinion?
v o oC b f thing can be proven | Rémember, a fact is something that is true. An opinion tells how a * What provable facts are there? L
etween fact c?r is belie\ee d person feels about something. Facts can be proven. Opinions cannot. | * WE:} fnr:%ltjisg?a%%isa ;Zei;’vﬂts%rdutsoer;%ﬁg?ﬁgrct)é?rﬁgno’gmon -
Fact Opinion and opinion ig[terr?/?:gfsst rnaé ereeaotggons often contain key words such as most, |, \yhat is the difference between the facts and the opinion?

Questions about author’s purpose ask you why the author wrote the

Who did the writer write this for?

L]
Identifying Work out if the au- | passage. Most authors write for one of these reasons: to persuade * Why did the author write this piece? "
Author' thor is writingto | (make someone want to do something), to give information, to de- * Which of the PIDE formula does?th|s piece of text fit into?
uthor's persuade, inform, | scribe or to entertain. You can remember these four reasons by re- * Who is the audience of this text?
purpose describe or entertain | membering P.1.D.E. — P for persuade, | for information, D for descrip-
tion and E for entertain.
. Sometimes, writers use words in such a way that their meaning is ¢ What does this mean?
Interpreting Work out what little | different from their usual meaning. For example, someone who has * What does the saying mean?
fi ti savinas or words | 10/d @ secret might say, ‘I spilled the beans.’ This is an example of * These words do not actually mean...., they mean.....
igurative v %I figurative language. These words do not mean that the person actually | .'I:_L‘?m the yvords” around ...., | think it means...
language really mean spilled some beans. These words mean ‘I didn’t mean to tell the se- Is part is really saying....
cret.’
Questions about the best summary of a passage ask you about the . wua} is H’:e mair; idea gf ﬂ][etgt_ext?th o -
T . main points of the passage. When you answer questions about sum- ° at Is the most Important thing that happenear
@ 0 o Summarizing Expla‘l;a\;vr;zgluhte text | ary, first ask yourself, What is the main idea of the passage? A good : Wﬂa} goes the %ut.hor wanttusdt_o tg'lf?k athUt the?most?
o the text summary is closer to the main idea than to any single detail found in at keeps on being repeated in difrerent ways

the passage.

Visualising and

Draw a picture in your

Draw a picture in your mind of the people, places and events in the
text. Visualising enables readers to make mental images and better

What pictures do you see?
What sounds do you hear?
Is there anything to smell or taste?

= mind of the people, see the relationships within a text. If students are not "seeing the What does it feel like?
® @ sensing places and events movie in their head" as they read, they are not getting the full intent of How do the pictures make you feel?
in the text. the text. Students should be aware of their five senses and use all of
@ them to create the sensory image and deepen the comprehension.
Good readers ask questions before, during, and after they read to * The title/ author/ pictures/ captions/ book design makes me think of...
< clarify meaning, to make predictions, and to identify what is impor- ¢ The title makes me think it is going to be about...
® Ask questions tant. They conduct an ongoing dialogue with each page they * The comments (blurb) on the back lead me to believe that...
4 .. before, during and | read. Questioning leads readers deeper into the text, setting up a : whe ?hot?g;aphs/theadcljngs/ suhb-hea(g;ngtsthmalge t",;e think that...
Questlonlng after reading the | dialogue with the author. Readers who ask questions are awake, . Wh:t 3grygu?1%etsulr$g:rmgr¥gg ave about the texts
@ text thinking and interacting with the words. Asking questions is how read- |, \What doésn't make sense?
ers make sense of the world. « This is confusing because...
e This bit was hard to understand....
Good readers are able to read the text and determine what information | ® |Tsht_his essentia:ftoI Lénderstanding the text?
o i ; . ¢ This was powerful because....
portant is |mportar}11t. Deccljsm?ns a.boll(,lt |mﬁ)o(|j'tance i\jrehbasec(jj o? the read?r sh « What do you already know about this?
m purpose, the reader's prior knowledge, and the reader's sense of what | 4 Thjg reinforces what | already know about....
° Determining Decide what the is interesting. When students are asked to read nonfiction materials o | like the part where.... .
D @ . most important parts | they need to be able to identify the key ideas or themes. They use * What are main ideas );Vthh keep on being repeated?
y importance of the textare | their knowledge of text features to make predictions about organization | ¢ What are the themes?

and content. Teachers must help students read strategically by setting
a purpose for reading, which will provide students with guidelines for
selecting what is important in text.

In this text you mostly need to understand...

Using prior

Use what you
already know or

Use what you already know or have experienced. Activating Prior
Knowledge is important because it helps students make connections to
the new information they will be learning. By tapping into what stu-

What do you already know about this?

What have you already learned that you can know to read this text?
What connections can you already made before you read the text?
This reinforces what | already know about....

texts

happened in their own life. A text-to-text connection reminds them of
something they have read in another book or text, and a text-to-world

What | read made me think abouit....
This character reminds me of.... because...

i knowledge have experienced | dents already know, teachers can assist students with the learning
process.
Good Readers make personal connections with what they are read- e This reminds me of...
ing. They develop a deeper understanding of the characters and their | ® This partis like... .
Make connections | 2ctions because they have made a connection to their own lives that | ¢ The characterislike ______ because... This is similar to...
. between the text and | €1hances the mental images they are creating. There are three kinds : m's cht?racter me:jkes mefthlnk of...
Maklng your life, the rest of of connections: text-to-self, text-to-text, and text-to world. A text-to-self | | Th?s?se hlgl%i:lzmr;ne 3viTh3t8 think about
Connections the worl::l and other connection occurs when students are reminded of something that has |, Something like this happened to me...
L]
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connection happens when they connect with something occurring in
the world.

Does this text remind you of another text?
e Can you connect the words to your own experiences?




Finding the
main idea

Main ldea

Find out what the text
IS mostly about

‘What is the passage mostly about?

‘What is the most important thing about the
text?

What is the main idea?

.The problem in this story is....

In this text you mostly need to understand...




Recalling facts
and details

Find the main facts and
find details in the text

.What facts are in the text?

.Explain in detail what the text is about.

.Usirj)g the text, can you find a detail, about a fact in the
text”

.The main ideais.... and Is an example of this.

.In this text you mostly need to understand...

.A detailed example of what the main idea is can be found

on....
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‘What was the first thing that happened in the text?
‘What was the last thing that happened in the text
.Explain in order what happened in the text.?




Recognising
cause and
effect

9

o

Understand what happened
and why it happened

‘Why did this happen?
‘What was the cause of this?
‘What happened because of this?

.Because this happened... then this was the
result....




Find ou
alike or different

How it this the same?

How is it different?

.This is most like ....

.This is different because....




Finding word
meaning in

.
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Work our what words mean from
the main idea and words in the
text

.How is the word used in the sentence?

.What other words do you know around the word which may
lead you to making more meaning?

.Are there parts of the word that you have seen in other

words?

.What kind of word is it? A verb, noun, an adjective?
.What other options or answers are there to choose from?
.Which answer makes the least sense?

.Which answer makes the most sense?




Making Inferences

&

Use clues in the text to work out
what it really means.

.What clues can you find in the text which tells....
At first | thought..., but now | think..., because....
.This partis really saying....

1 think this character feels....

.1 think the reason this character wants to .... Is
because...




Distinguishing
between fact and
opinion

Fact Opinion

Find out if something can be
proven or is believed

.How does this person feel about the subject?

.What facts are given to support the opinion?

.What provable facts are there?

.What language does the writer use to support their opinion?
.What emotive language is used to make the opinion?

.What is the difference between the facts and the opinion?




ldentifying
Author's Purpose

Work out if the author is writing
to persuade, inform, describe or
entertain

Who did the writer write this for?

‘Why did the author write this piece?
‘Which of the PIDE formula does this piece
of text fit into?

Who is the audience of this text?




Interpreting
Figurative Language
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Work out what little sayings or
words really mean

.What does this mean?

.What does the saying mean?

.These words do not actually mean...., they mean
.From the words around ...., | think it means...
.This partis really saying....




Summarizing the text

~

Explain what the text
was about

.What is the main idea of the text?

.What is the most important thing that happened?
.What does the Author want us to think about the most?
.What keeps on being repeated in different ways?




‘What pictures do you see?

‘What sounds do you hear?

Is there anything to smell or taste?
What does it feel like?

.How do the pictures make you feel?




Questioning

Ask questions
before, during and after
reading the text

. The title/ author/ pictures/ captions/ book design makes me think of...
. The title makes me think it is going to be about...

.The comments (blurb) on the back lead me to believe that...

. The photographs/ headings/ sub-headings make me think that...
.What sort of questions do you have about the text?

.What do you not understand?

.What doesn't make sense?

. This is confusing because...

. This bit was hard to understand....




Determining
importance

Decide what the most
important parts of the text are

Is this essential to understanding the text?

.This was powerful because....

.What do you already know about this?

.This reinforces what | already know about....

1 like the part where....

.What are main ideas which keep on being repeated?

.What are the themes?
In this text you mostly need to understand...




.What do you already know about this?

.What have you already learned that you can know to read this text?
.What connections can you already made before you read the text?
. This reinforces what | already know about....




Making
Connections

Make connections between the text and
your life, the rest of the world and other
texts

. This reminds me of...

. This part is like...

. The character is like because... This is similar to...
. This character makes me think of...

. The setting reminds me of...

. This is helping me with/to think about...

.Something like this happened to me...

.What | read made me think about....

. This character reminds me of.... because...

.Does this text remind you of another text?

.Can you connect the words to your own experiences?




Guess what will happen
before it happens

. The title/ author/ pictures/ captions/ book design makes me think of...
. The title makes me think it is going to be about...

.The comments (blurb) on the back lead me to believe that...

. The photographs/ headings/ sub-headings make me think that...
.What will happen next?

.Guess what will happen now

. This will most likely happen because....




