2010 HOF Inductees: John Vella 

     John Vella, an offensive tackle with the Oakland Raiders from 1972 to 1979, played a huge part in the Raiders’ success in those days. He, Gene Upshaw, Art Shell, Dave Dalby and George Buehler comprised an offensive line that was voted the best in the 75-year NFL history. The Raiders won five straight division championships from 1972 to 1976 and defeated Minnesota, 32-14, in Super Bowl XI. As right tackle, Vella’s job on those teams was to open holes for the running backs and protect the “blind side” of left-handed quarterback Ken Stabler.
     John and his wife, Patti, moved to Castro Valley in 1975 during the peak of his NFL career and lived in the community for 32 years. They raised their four children – Tony, Matt, Nick and Vanessa – in Castro Valley.
     Vella was an all-league selection in football, basketball and baseball at Notre Dame High in Sherman Oaks before matriculating to USC on a football scholarship. He started three years for the Trojans, was a tackle for the team that beat Michigan 10-3 in the 1970 Rose Bowl, and made All-America his senior year. He was chosen by the Raiders in the second round of the 1972 NFL draft. 

     After retiring from pro football, Vella ran two businesses in Castro Valley – a travel agency and then Vella’s Locker Room, which he started in 1987.
