
 

“People coming together to be The Church, 

not just attend one.” 

 

Trinity Lutheran Church is an open and inclusive  

church, welcoming all who seek God. 

 

69 Griswold Street  Hillsdale, Michigan 

517-437-2647  tlchillsdale.org 

 

Second Sunday after Epiphany     January 17, 2021 
 

 
 

Service of the Word 

Readings, Hymns and Prayers for Worship at Home 
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Trinity Lutheran Church is a congregation of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America. 

 

WELCOME TO WORSHIP THIS MORNING! We invite you to join us regularly for worship 

and in a variety of activities and opportunities in our congregational life. If you are new here, we 

welcome you; if you are a member of longstanding, we celebrate your gifts and your ministry 

among us.  Our order of worship is printed on the following pages of this bulletin. 

 

MISSION STATEMENT - The Mission Statement of Trinity Lutheran Church is to nurture faith 

through proclamation of the gospel of Jesus Christ by word, sacrament, deeds and loving 

relationships, to ALL people. 

 

VISION STATEMENT - As proclaimers of the gospel of Jesus Christ, the Vision of Trinity 

Lutheran Church is to maximize our gifts and resources to reach out with God’s love and serve the 

global community. 

 

NURSERY - This congregation encourages ALL children to participate in worship. They learn 

more about worship and faith by being part of it than anything else. If you or your children need a 

break, a nursery is located in the lower level of the church building, and is accessible from either 

stairway. During worship, the nursery is self-service.  
 

 

FROM THE ELCA WORSHIP BLOG: 

In this time of world-wide crisis, congregations throughout this church are not able to gather for 

worship as the body of Christ. While you cannot be together in person, we can hear the word of 

God and hold each other in prayer. 
 

DEVOTIONAL MUSIC LINKS: 
For your individual or group devotion, you may choose to listen to the following choral 

recordings made available through Augsburg Fortress: “Let Us Talents and Tongues Employ;” 

“The Everlasting Light;” “Song of Thanksgiving.” 

 

 

ADDITIONAL COMMEMORATIONS FOR TODAY: 

Antony of Egypt, renewer of the church, died around 356 

One of the earliest of the Egyptian desert fathers, Antony gave away his sizeable inheritance and 

became a hermit. Later he became leader of a group of monks who devoted themselves to prayer, 

worship, and labor. 
 

Pachomius, renewer of the church, died 346 

Born in Egypt, Pachomius became a Christian while a soldier. He became a hermit (a solitary 

monk) and organized others into a religious community. His rule for monasteries influenced later 

ones in both the Eastern and Western churches. 
 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=HVj3jBR4RYI&feature=emb_logo
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Wh25gj_sFyU&feature=youtu.be
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=RbxGQ_l3b5U&feature=youtu.be
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Sunday, January 17, 2021 
 

INTRODUCTION 

All the baptized have a calling in God’s world. God calls not just pastors and deacons but also 

the youngest child, like Samuel. The story of the calling of Nathanael plays with the idea of place. 

Nathanael initially dismisses Jesus because he comes from Nazareth. But where we come from 

isn’t important; it’s where—or rather whom—we come to. Jesus refers to Jacob, who had a 

vision in a place he called “the house of God, and . . . the gate of heaven” (Gen. 28:17). Jesus 

says he himself is the place where Nathanael will meet God. 
 

COMMEMORATION THIS WEEK: Week of Prayer for Christian Unity: January 18 – 25 

Christians are reminded of Jesus’ prayer for his disciples that “they may be one so that the world 

may believe” (John 17.21). Hearts are touched and Christians come together to pray for their 

unity. The theme this year is “Abide in my love and you shall bear much fruit.” (John 15:1-17) 
 

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

Stand. All may make the sign of the cross, the sign marked at baptism, as the minister begins. 
 

P Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, who forgives all our sin, whose mercy endures 

forever. 

C Amen. 
 

P Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom no secrets 

are hid: cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we 

may perfectly love you and worthily magnify your holy name, through Jesus Christ our 

Lord. 

C Amen. 
 

P Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 
 

Silence for reflection and self-examination.  
 

P Gracious God, 

C Have mercy on us. We confess that we have turned from you and given ourselves 

into the power of sin. We are truly sorry and humbly repent. In your compassion 

forgive us our sins, known and unknown, things we have done and things we have 

failed to do. Turn us again to you, and uphold us by your Spirit, so that we may live 

and serve you in newness of life through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 
 

P God, who is rich in mercy, loved us even when we were dead in sin, and made us alive 

together with Christ. By grace you have been saved. In the name of ☩ Jesus Christ, your 

sins are forgiven. Almighty God strengthen you with power through the Holy Spirit, that 

Christ may live in your hearts through faith. 

C Amen. 
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GATHERING HYMN               ELW #677 v. 1 & 2                 This Little Light of Mine 

 
 

GREETING 

P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy 

 Spirit be with you all. 

C And also with you. 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY 

P Let us pray. 

 Thanks be to you, Lord Jesus Christ, most merciful redeemer, for the countless blessings 

 and benefits you give. May we know you more clearly, love you more dearly, and follow 

 you more nearly, day by day praising you, with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, 

 now and forever. 

C Amen. 

 

A A reading from First Samuel. 

 

FIRST READING                1 Samuel 1:3:1-10 

At a time when visions are rare and unexpected, the LORD comes to Samuel and calls him to 

speak the divine word. Though just a boy, Samuel responds to God obediently, as Eli the priest 

has taught him to respond. This marks the beginning of Samuel’s prophetic ministry. 

 
1Now the boy Samuel was ministering to the LORD under Eli. The word of the LORD was rare in 

those days; visions were not widespread. 

  2At that time Eli, whose eyesight had begun to grow dim so that he could not see, was lying 

down in his room; 3the lamp of God had not yet gone out, and Samuel was lying down in the 

temple of the LORD, where the ark of God was. 4Then the LORD called, “Samuel! Samuel!” and 

he said, “Here I am!” 5and ran to Eli, and said, “Here I am, for you called me.” But he said, “I did 

not call; lie down again.” So he went and lay down. 6The LORD called again, “Samuel!” Samuel 

got up and went to Eli, and said, “Here I am, for you called me.” But he said, “I did not call, my 

son; lie down again.” 7Now Samuel did not yet know the LORD, and the word of the LORD had 

not yet been revealed to him. 8The LORD called Samuel again, a third time. And he got up and 

went to Eli, and said, “Here I am, for you called me.” Then Eli perceived that the LORD was 

calling the boy. 9Therefore Eli said to Samuel, “Go, lie down; and if he calls you, you shall say, 

‘Speak, LORD, for your servant is listening.’ ” So Samuel went and lay down in his place. 

  10Now the LORD came and stood there, calling as before, “Samuel! Samuel!” And Samuel 

said, “Speak, for your servant is listening.” 

 

A Word of God, Word of life.    

C  Thanks be to God.  
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PSALM             Psalm 139:1-6, 13-18 

You have searched me out and known me. (Ps. 139:1) 

 

 1LORD, you have searched me out; 

  O LORD, you have known me. 

 2You know my sitting down and my rising up; 

  you discern my thoughts from afar. 
 3You trace my journeys and my resting-places 

  and are acquainted with all my ways. 

 4Indeed, there is not a word on my lips, 

  but you, O LORD, know it altogether.  
 5You encompass me, behind and before, 

  and lay your hand upon me. 

 6Such knowledge is too wonderful for me; 

  it is so high that I cannot attain to it. 
 13For you yourself created my inmost parts; 

  you knit me together in my mother’s womb. 

 14I will thank you because I am marvelously made; 

  your works are wonderful, and I know it well.  
 15My body was not hidden from you, 

  while I was being made in secret and woven in the depths of the earth. 

 16Your eyes beheld my limbs, yet unfinished in the womb; all of them were written in 

 your book; 

  my days were fashioned before they came to be. 
 17How deep I find your thoughts, O God! 

  How great is the sum of them! 

 18If I were to count them, they would be more in number than the sand; 

  to count them all, my life span would need to be like yours. 
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A A reading from Acts. 

 

SECOND READING                 1 Corinthians 6:12-20 

Paul helps the Corinthians understand that God has claimed the entirety of their lives through the 

death of Christ. Hence Christian relationships and conduct, including areas of human sexuality, 

are to reflect the reality that we belong to Christ and that the Holy Spirit lives within us. 
 

12“All things are lawful for me,” but not all things are beneficial. “All things are lawful for me,” 

but I will not be dominated by anything. 13“Food is meant for the stomach and the stomach for 

food,” and God will destroy both one and the other. The body is meant not for fornication but for 

the Lord, and the Lord for the body. 14And God raised the Lord and will also raise us by his 

power. 15Do you not know that your bodies are members of Christ? Should I therefore take the 

members of Christ and make them members of a prostitute? Never! 16Do you not know that 

whoever is united to a prostitute becomes one body with her? For it is said, “The two shall be one 

flesh.” 17But anyone united to the Lord becomes one spirit with him. 18Shun fornication! Every 

sin that a person commits is outside the body; but the fornicator sins against the body itself. 19Or 

do you not know that your body is a temple of the Holy Spirit within you, which you have from 

God, and that you are not your own? 20For you were bought with a price; therefore glorify God in 

your body. 

 

A Word of God, Word of life.    

C Thanks be to God. 
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GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 
P  Alleluia. 

C  Alleluia. We have found the Messiah: Jesus Christ, who brings us grace and truth.  

 Alleluia.  

 

P The Holy Gospel according to John the 1st chapter. 

C Glory to you, O Lord. 

 

GOSPEL                    John 1:43-51 

In John’s gospel, Jesus’ ministry begins with the call of disciples, who then bring others to Jesus. 

Philip’s friend Nathanael moves from skepticism to faith when he accepts the invitation to “Come 

and see.” 

 
43The next day Jesus decided to go to Galilee. He found Philip and said to him, “Follow me.” 
44Now Philip was from Bethsaida, the city of Andrew and Peter. 45Philip found Nathanael and 

said to him, “We have found him about whom Moses in the law and also the prophets wrote, 

Jesus son of Joseph from Nazareth.” 46Nathanael said to him, “Can anything good come out of 

Nazareth?” Philip said to him, “Come and see.” 47When Jesus saw Nathanael coming toward him, 

he said of him, “Here is truly an Israelite in whom there is no deceit!” 48Nathanael asked him, 

“Where did you get to know me?” Jesus answered, “I saw you under the fig tree before Philip 

called you.” 49Nathanael replied, “Rabbi, you are the Son of God! You are the King of Israel!” 
50Jesus answered, “Do you believe because I told you that I saw you under the fig tree? You will 

see greater things than these.” 51And he said to him, “Very truly, I tell you, you will see heaven 

opened and the angels of God ascending and descending upon the Son of Man.” 

 

P  The Gospel of the Lord.   

C Praise to you, O Christ. 

 

SERMON 
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HYMN OF THE DAY         ELW #574 v. 1 & 2 Here I Am, Lord    
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APOSTLES’ CREED 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

born of the virgin Mary, 

suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

was crucified, died, and was buried; 

he descended to the dead. 

On the third day he rose again; 

he ascended into heaven, 

he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 

and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

the holy catholic church, 

the communion of saints, 

the forgiveness of sins, 

the resurrection of the body, 

and the life everlasting. Amen. 
 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

A As this week we observe the Week of Prayer for Christian unity, commemorate Martin 

 Luther King, Jr., and inaugurate the new President of the United States, let us offer our 

 laments and petitions to God. 
 

A brief silence. 
 

A O God, we lament the times when our churches have rejected collaboration with your 

 worldwide family of grace, and we pray for your blessing on the  Eastern Orthodox, 

 Roman Catholics, Anglicans, Protestants, evangelicals, and independents, that all your 

 people will follow your call to discipleship and grow deeper into our unity in Christ. O 

 God, Shepherd of your people, hear our cries; 

C In mercy, receive our prayers. 
 

A We lament the ways that we and our society have misused your earth with selfish or 

 short-sighted actions, and we pray for an increased commitment to the care of your 

 marvelous creation. O God, Gardener of the globe, hear our cries; 

C In mercy, receive our prayers. 
 

A We lament the occasions when our government has neglected the needs of the people of 

 America and the calls for international cooperation and we pray for President-elect 

 Biden, for Vice President-elect Harris, and for all our elected members of Congress, that 

 they fulfill their obligations to uphold and extend the common good. O God, Shield of the 

 commonwealth, hear our cries; 

C In mercy, receive our prayers. 
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A We lament the uncontrolled rage and the senseless violence that recently defaced our 

 nation, and we pray that peace reign in our streets, that our capital cities be safe, that all 

 citizens come to accept the new administration, and that a spirit of reconciliation and 

 cooperation mark the next stage of our national life. O God, Peacemaker in our land, hear 

 our cries; 

C In mercy, receive our prayers. 
 

A We lament the decades of ethnic injustices and racial prejudice that brought such 

 suffering to many residents of our country, and we pray that you  bless the Indigenous 

 peoples, descendants of Africans, and all immigrants to this land, and that you form us 

 into a nation in which all are honored in equal measure. O God, Liberator of the 

 oppressed, hear our cries; 

C In mercy, receive our prayers. 
 

A We lament the unspeakable sadness that has been unleashed by the coronavirus here and 

 around the world, and we pray that you bring health to the sick, comfort to the dying, 

 resilience to health workers, prompt vaccinations to everyone, and a lasting end to this 

 scourge. (We especially pray for strength and healing for…) O God, Physician and 

 Nurse, hear our cries; 

C In mercy, receive our prayers. 
 

Here other intercessions may be added. 
 

A We lament also our private sorrows and our hidden fears, and we pray that as with the 

 boy Samuel, you speak to us in the night of our need. (Pause) O God, Lover of our souls, 

 hear our cries; 

C In mercy, receive our prayers. 
 

A We lament the lives of those who have died, in storms, in riots, and in sickbeds. We 

 praise you especially for the life and legacy of Martin Luther King, Jr., and those we 

 name here before you. . . .;  and we pray that at the end, we join with all the members of 

 your family in your presence. O God, eternal Arms of Mercy, hear our cries; 

C In mercy, receive our prayers. 
 

P Into your hands, O loving God, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in your 

 mercy, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

C Amen. 
 

OFFERING   

THIRD SUNDAY: Marafiki Children’s Fund 

Each week, our congregation collects a general offering for the church and our ministries. 

Additionally, we collect an offering for special projects.  
 

Offerings can be mailed to the church while in-person services are suspended. You may include a 

note for what you would like your offering to support, or simply write it on the memo line of your 

check. All checks need to be made out to Trinity Lutheran Church, as required by our bank. 
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THANKSGIVING FOR THE WORD 

P Let us pray. 

 Holy God, Light of the universe, Teacher of truth, Giver of goodness, we hear your Word 

 in the scriptures, proclaiming to us your wisdom and inviting us to follow your call. For 

 speaking this Word, we thank you, O God. 

C We thank you, O God. 
  

P Your Word came among us in Jesus, our brother, who preached your righteousness, 

 healed the sick, and revived the brokenhearted. For giving us this Word, we worship you, 

 O God. 

C We worship you, O God. 
  

P By your Spirit, bless all who receive this Word, that upheld by the mystery of the body of 

 Christ, we may be light for the world, revealing the brilliance of your Son. For sustaining 

 us with your Word, we praise you, O God. 

C We praise you, O God. 
  

P Blessed are you, holy God, around us, with us, and in us, now and forever. 

C Amen. 

 

LORD'S PRAYER (8:30 a.m.) 
P  Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, 

let us pray as Jesus taught us.  

 

C Our Father, who art in heaven,  

 hallowed be thy name,  

 thy kingdom come,  

 thy will be done,  

  on earth as it is in heaven.  

 Give us this day our daily bread;  

 and forgive us our trespasses,  

 as we forgive those who    

  trespass against us;  

 and lead us not into temptation,  

 but deliver us from evil.  

For thine is the kingdom, and the  

power, and the glory,  

 forever and ever. Amen. 

LORD'S PRAYER (11:00 a.m.) 

P Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, 

let us pray as Jesus taught us.  

 

C Our Father in heaven, 

 hallowed be your name, 

 your kingdom come, 

 your will be done, 

  on earth as in heaven. 

 Give us today our daily bread.  

 Forgive us our sins 

as we forgive those who sin 

against us.  

 Save us from the time of trial 

 and deliver us from evil. 

For the kingdom, the power, and  

the glory are yours, 

 now and forever. Amen. 

 
BLESSING 
P God the creator strengthen you; Jesus the beloved fill you; and the Holy Spirit the 

 comforter ☩ keep you in peace. 

C Amen.  
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SENDING HYMN               ELW #310 v. 1, 3, & 4 Songs of Thankfulness and Praise 

 
 
DISMISSAL 
A  Go in peace. Share the good news. 

C Thanks be to God.  
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SERVING AT TRINITY 

Ministers: Every member of the congregation 

Pastor: Rev. Jessica Hahn 

Piano/Keyboard: Paul Lucas 

Parish Secretary: Meighan Roe 

Council President:  
Vice-President: Suzanne Langston 

Treasurer: Kristin Lucas 

Secretary:  

 

Council Members: Sandra Dufur, Johncie Langston, Norma Ludlow, Chris McNamara, Brad 

Otterbein, Joe Painter, Gene Stockford-Shively, and Tom Walworth. 

 

SERVING TODAY: 

 

Assisting Minister: Phyllis Klingler 

Cantor: Kristin Lucas 

Altar Guild: Tom Stockford-Shively 

 

 

FLOWERS -- The flowers on the altar today are given to the glory of God. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The music streamed in our worship services and reprinted in this bulletin is  

used with permission under Annual License A-727368 from OneLicense.net. 


