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Good Morning and welcome to this service of Holy Communion from St Fintan’s Church, Drumcar. The Collect and Readings are those of the 16th Sunday after Trinity, and the service begins on page 201 of the Book of Common Prayer.
R
Page 201
THE GREETING
Grace, mercy and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ be with you all.
and also with you.

SENTENCE OF SCRIPTURE 
When the wicked turn away from the wickedness they have committed and do what it lawful and right, they s
Hall save their life. Ezekiel 18: 27

THE COLLECT FOR PURITY
[Let us pray]
Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom no secrets are hidden; Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your holy name; through Christ our Lord. Amen.
 
PRAYERS OF PENITENCE
Hear what our Lord Jesus Christ says:
You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your mind. This is the first and great commandment. And the second is like it. You shall love your neighbour as yourself. On these two commandments depend all the law and the prophets.  Matthew 22: 37-39 	
Lord, have mercy on us, and write these your laws in our hearts.
 
CONFESSION
God so loved the world that he gave his only Son Jesus Christ, to save us from our sins, to intercede for us in heaven, and to bring us to eternal life. Let us then confess our sins in penitence and faith, firmly resolved to keep God’s commandments and to live in love and peace:
Silence
Almighty God, our heavenly Father, we have sinned in thought and word and deed, and in what we have left undone. We are truly sorry and we humbly repent. For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us and forgive us, that we may walk in newness of life to the glory of your name. Amen.
Almighty God, who forgives all who truly repent, have mercy on you, pardon and deliver you from all your sins, confirm and strengthen you in all goodness, and keep you in eternal life;
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
 
GLORIA IN EXCELSIS

Glory to God in the highest, and peace to God’s people on earth. Lord God, heavenly king, almighty God and Father, we worship you, we give you thanks, we praise you for your glory. 
 
Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, Lord God, Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world: have mercy on us; you are seated at the right hand of the Father: receive our prayer. 
For you alone are the Holy One: you alone are the Lord: you alone are the Most High, Jesus Christ, with the Holy Spirit, in the Glory of God the Father. Amen.

THE COLLECT and READINGS 
The collect of the 16th Sunday after Trinity
O Lord,
Hear the prayers of your people who call upon you;
and grant that they may both perceive and know
what things they ought to do,
and also may have grace and power faithfully to fulfil them;
through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen.

The Lesson: Ezekiel 18:1-4,25-32
J
The lesson is from the Book of the Prophet Ezekiel, in the 18th chapter, beginning at the 1st verse.

18The word of the LORD came to me: 2What do you mean by repeating this proverb concerning the land of Israel, ‘The parents have eaten sour grapes, and the children’s teeth are set on edge’? 3As I live, says the Lord GOD, this proverb shall no more be used by you in Israel. 4Know that all lives are mine; the life of the parent as well as the life of the child is mine: it is only the person who sins that shall die.
J
25 Yet you say, ‘The way of the Lord is unfair.’ Hear now, O house of Israel: Is my way unfair? Is it not your ways that are unfair? 26When the righteous turn away from their righteousness and commit iniquity, they shall die for it; for the iniquity that they have committed they shall die. 27Again, when the wicked turn away from the wickedness they have committed and do what is lawful and right, they shall save their life. 28Because they considered and turned away from all the transgressions that they had committed, they shall surely live; they shall not die. 29Yet the house of Israel says, ‘The way of the Lord is unfair.’ O house of Israel, are my ways unfair? Is it not your ways that are unfair?
30 Therefore I will judge you, O house of Israel, all of you according to your ways, says the Lord GOD. Repent and turn from all your transgressions; otherwise iniquity will be your ruin.* 31Cast away from you all the transgressions that you have committed against me, and get yourselves a new heart and a new spirit! Why will you die, O house of Israel? 32For I have no pleasure in the death of anyone, says the Lord GOD. Turn, then, and live.
This is the Word of the Lord.                                                                Thanks be to God
Psalm 25: 1 – 8 page 617
1  (R)To you, O Lord, I lift up my soul; O my God, in you I trust; ♦︎
 ( J)let me not be put to shame; let not my enemies triumph over me.
2  Let none who look to you be put to shame, ♦︎
   but let the treacherous be shamed and frustrated.
3  Make me to know your ways, O Lord, ♦︎
   and teach me your paths.
4  Lead me in your truth and teach me, ♦︎
   for you are the God of my salvation; for you have I hoped all the day long.
5  Remember, Lord, your compassion and love, ♦︎
   for they are from everlasting.
6  Remember not the sins of my youth
      or my transgressions, ♦︎
   but think on me in your goodness, O Lord, according to your steadfast love.
7  Gracious and upright is the Lord; ♦︎
   therefore shall he teach sinners in the way.
8  He will guide the humble in doing right ♦︎
   and teach his way to the lowly.

THE EPISTLE		Philippians 2: 1-13
J
The Epistle is written in the epistle to the Philippians, in the 2nd chapter, beginning at the first verse.
2If then there is any encouragement in Christ, any consolation from love, any sharing in the Spirit, any compassion and sympathy, 2make my joy complete: be of the same mind, having the same love, being in full accord and of one mind. 3Do nothing from selfish ambition or conceit, but in humility regard others as better than yourselves. 4Let each of you look not to your own interests, but to the interests of others. 5Let the same mind be in you that was* in Christ Jesus,
6 who, though he was in the form of God,
   did not regard equality with God
   as something to be exploited,
7 but emptied himself,
   taking the form of a slave,
   being born in human likeness.
And being found in human form,
8   he humbled himself
   and became obedient to the point of death—
   even death on a cross.
R
9 Therefore God also highly exalted him
   and gave him the name
   that is above every name,
10 so that at the name of Jesus
   every knee should bend,
   in heaven and on earth and under the earth,
11 and every tongue should confess
   that Jesus Christ is Lord,
   to the glory of God the Father.
12 Therefore, my beloved, just as you have always obeyed me, not only in my presence, but much more now in my absence, work out your own salvation with fear and trembling; 13for it is God who is at work in you, enabling you both to will and to work for his good pleasure.
This is the Word of the Lord.                                                                Thanks be to God

THE HOLY GOSPEL		Matthew 21: 23-32
J	
Hear the Gospel of our Saviour Christ according to St Matthew, in the 21st chapter, beginning at the 23rd verse
Glory to you, Lord Jesus Christ.
23 When he entered the temple, the chief priests and the elders of the people came to him as he was teaching, and said, ‘By what authority are you doing these things, and who gave you this authority?’ 24Jesus said to them, ‘I will also ask you one question; if you tell me the answer, then I will also tell you by what authority I do these things. 25Did the baptism of John come from heaven, or was it of human origin?’ And they argued with one another, ‘If we say, “From heaven”, he will say to us, “Why then did you not believe him?” 26But if we say, “Of human origin”, we are afraid of the crowd; for all regard John as a prophet.’ 27So they answered Jesus, ‘We do not know.’ And he said to them, ‘Neither will I tell you by what authority I am doing these things.
R
28 ‘What do you think? A man had two sons; he went to the first and said, “Son, go and work in the vineyard today.” 29He answered, “I will not”; but later he changed his mind and went. 30The father* went to the second and said the same; and he answered, “I go, sir”; but he did not go. 31Which of the two did the will of his father?’ They said, ‘The first.’ Jesus said to them, ‘Truly I tell you, the tax-collectors and the prostitutes are going into the kingdom of God ahead of you. 32For John came to you in the way of righteousness and you did not believe him, but the tax-collectors and the prostitutes believed him; and even after you saw it, you did not change your minds and believe him.
This is the Gospel of the Lord.                                                                      Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ 
R

THE NICENE CREED				Stand
We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen. 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father. Through him all things were made. For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven, was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the Virgin Mary, and was made man. For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was buried. On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures; he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end.

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the Father and the Son, who with the Father and the Son is worshipped and glorified, who has spoken through the prophets. We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. We look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to come. Amen.
 
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
R
Let us pray that the will of God shall be obeyed in the church and in the world.

Grant that the members of the Church, knowing the source of all power and enabling true authority, may humbly obey and cheerfully serve in their various callings.  Keep us faith in work and worship, that God’s will may be done. 

Lord, in your mercy
Hear our prayer.

J
Look with pity on the world where stubborn hearts turn away from truth and refuse its challenge; where leaders endanger the lives of people now and in the future, by denying the existence of a pandemic and the fact of climate change. Help them to turn from falsehood, pride and arrogance, show them your light and truth, give them integrity. 

Lord, in your mercy
Hear our prayer.

R
Help us to persevere cheerfully in our daily tasks, make us honourable in duty and keep us ever mindful of the safety and dignity of those with whom we live and work.

Lord, in your mercy
Hear our prayer.

J

Strengthen and relieve those who labour long hours, those who work in difficult conditions or whose essential labour is not adequately rewarded. Sustain and relieve those made hopeless because they cannot find work.

Lord, in your mercy
Hear our prayer.

R
Have compassion on all who are sick in mind or body or spirit.  Lay your healing hand upon them, make your presence and your power known to each one of us.

Lord, in your mercy
Hear our prayer.

J
We remember with thanksgiving those who have completed their life’s work and who rest in your peace and presence and we pray that we may share with them the joys of your eternal kingdom.

Merciful Father, accept these our prayers for the sake of your Son, our Saviour, Jesus Christ.  Amen.

R
 PRAYER OF HUMBLE ACCESS
We do not presume to come to this your table, merciful Lord, trusting in our own righteousness but in your manifold and great mercies. We are not worthy so much as to gather up the crumbs under your table. But you are the same Lord, whose nature is always to have mercy. Grant us, therefore, gracious Lord, so to eat the flesh of your dear Son Jesus Christ, and to drink his blood, that our sinful bodies may be made clean by his body, and our souls washed through his most precious blood, and that we may evermore dwell in him and he in us. Amen.

J
THE PEACE
Christ is our peace. He has reconciled us to God in one body by the cross. We meet in his name and share his peace.

The peace of the Lord be always with you
and also with you.	

AT THE PREPARATION OF THE TABLE
Be present, be present, Lord Jesus Christ our risen high priest; make yourself known in the breaking of bread. Amen.
 
THE TAKING OF THE BREAD AND WINE
Stand.  The Presiding Minister takes the bread and wine and may say
 
Christ our passover has been sacrificed for us
therefore let us celebrate the feast.
 
THE GREAT THANKSGIVING
 
EUCHARISTIC PRAYER 3
The Lord is here.
His Spirit is with us.
 
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.
 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.
All glory and honour, thanks and praise be given to you at all times and in all places, Lord, Holy Father, true and living God, through Jesus Christ our Lord.

For he is your eternal Word through whom you have created all things from the beginning and formed us in your own image.

In your great love you gave him to be made man for us and to share our common life. 
In obedience to your will you Son our Saviour offered himself a perfect sacrifice, and died on the cross for our redemption.  Through him you have freed us from the slavery of sin and reconciled us to yourself, our God and Father.  

He is our great high priest whom you raise from death and exalted to your right hand on high where he ever lives to intercede for us.  
He passed beyond our sight, not to abandon us but to be our hope, that where he is we might also be and reign with him in glory. 
Through him you have sent upon us your holy and life-giving Spirit and made us a royal priesthood called to serve you for ever. 

Therefore, with angels and archangels, and with all the company of heaven, we proclaim your great and glorious name, for ever praising you and saying: 
Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, heaven and earth are full of your glory. Hosanna in the highest. 
Merciful Father, we thank you for these gifts of your creation, this bread and this wine, and we pray that we who eat and drink them in the fellowship of the holy Spirit in obedience to our Saviour Christ in remembrance of his death and passion my be partakers of his body and his blood, who on the night he was betrayed took bread; and when he had given you thanks he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying, 
* Take, eat, this is my body which is given for you. Do this in remembrance of me.

After supper * he took the cup; and again giving you thanks, he gave it to his disciples, saying, Drink from this, all of you  * This is my blood of the new covenant which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. Do this, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of me. 

Father, with this bread and this cup we do as our Saviour has commanded:
We celebrate the redemption he has won for us; we proclaim his perfect sacrifice, made once for all upon the cross, his mighty resurrections and glorious ascension; and we look for his coming to fulfil all things according to you will.

Christ has died; Christ is risen; Christ will come again.
Renew us by your Holy Spirit, unite us in the body of you Son, and bring us with all your people into the joy of your eternal kingdom; through Jesus Christ our Lord, with whom and in whom, by the power of the Holy Spirit, we worship you, Father almighty, in songs of never-ending praise: 
Blessing and honour and glory and power are yours for ever and ever. Amen.  
 

THE LORD'S PRAYER
As our Saviour Christ has taught us, so we pray
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name; thy kingdom come; thy will be done; on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation; but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, the power and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen.
 
THE BREAKING OF THE BREAD
 
The bread which we break is a sharing in the body of Christ.
We being many are one body, for we all share in the one bread.
 
AGNUS DEI
 R
Jesus, Lamb of God, have mercy on us.
Jesus, bearer of our sins, have mercy on us.
Jesus, Redeemer of the world, grant us peace.
 
THE COMMUNION
J
Draw near with faith. Receive the body of our Lord Jesus Christ which he gave for you, and his blood which he shed for you. Remember that he died for you, and feed on him in your hearts by faith with thanksgiving.
 
The body of Christ keep you in eternal life. Amen
The blood of Christ keep you in eternal life. Amen
 
THE GREAT SILENCE
 
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION
God of mercy,
through our sharing in this holy sacrament
you make us one body in Christ.
Fashion us in his likeness here on earth,
that we may share his glorious company in heaven,
where he lives and reigns now and for ever. Amen.
 
POST COMMUNION PRAYER
Almighty God, we thank you for feeding us with the spiritual food of the body and blood of your Son Jesus Christ. Through him we offer you our souls and bodies to be a living sacrifice. Send us out in the power of your Spirit to live and work to your praise and glory. Amen.
 
THE BLESSING
The peace of God, which passes all understanding, keep your hearts and minds in the knowledge and love of God, and of his Son Jesus Christ our Lord; and the blessing of God almighty, the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit, be upon you and remain with you always. Amen.

DISMISSAL

R
Go in peace to love and serve the Lord
in the name of Christ. Amen.
 
 
 
