Perspective =

SANTA BARBARA NEWS-PRESS/SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 14, 1999




VOICE FROM SANTA BARBARA
@
ADDISON STEELE

e
Politics
0

- Hate




or domestie
thesameﬁgmmﬂeespeech,ﬂm&eep\m
sxﬁtofreligimlsideels.mbeararms,ﬁeedom
&omillegalsemehandseimm.andﬂ\eright
mduepmwssaseveryU.Sciﬁwn.Evay
personwhoswpsfootonoursoilelﬁoyscon-
sﬁhﬂionalpmtecﬁon,andthm.isﬂlewnyit
hasbeenforaslongastheUuitedStamshas
been a country.

‘An additional fundamental constitutional
rightisthatanypersonbomonus.soilisa
U S. citizen. If that were not the case, this
would be a country of non-citizens who have
nocmm:y.Onlytheblesaedfewwiththe
pmst(fbloodlineswwldbeciﬁm

Bep.BrinnBil!miy,R—Ca.,hasimduoed
abill to create just such a caste system. He
intends to create this American apartheid by
denying“ciﬁzenshipatbirﬂltochildlubom
in the United States of parents who are not
ciﬁzmsorpermanentresidentaﬁens.”

1t's doubtful that such a bill would survive
a constitutional challenge, considering that

overcoming the {
tion by amending it. For more than 222 years,
the Constitution has only given rights except
which in 1919 pro-

by

Should Foley have his way, our proud doc-
ument and way of life would again be cheap-
ened by advancing the doctrine of an extrem-
istfewbyusingﬂ:eConsﬁhlﬁontotxkeaway
that which has always existed.

A recent guest commentary in the News-
Press theorized that because the right to citi-
zenship by birth on U.S. soil is so plainly stat-
ed in the 14th Amendment, that must be the
originot'theright.'matisnotthecase'l‘he
populartriviaquesﬁonasks:“Whowas!he
first i born in the United States?”
The answer is Martin Van Buren, born 1782.
Were his parents naturalized U.S. citizens?
Whoknows,orcmesﬁ:rﬂmtmaﬁer,VmBu-
x'ngasbominﬂleU.S.andmereﬁnewasa

citizen.
Whenmmpeanimmigt'amsmmetothe
United States between independence in 1776
and the ratification of the 14th Amendment
inlm&didtheywonyaboutmdrimmigm-
ﬁopstxhlspndhowﬂ:atmightaﬂ’ecttheh'

tution ratified in 1789, that mandated that,
“Nopasonemeptanaﬁxralbom(}iﬁm._.
shall be eligible to the Office of i 2
The 14th Amendment made clear that
former slaves were citizens. Bilbray and Fo-
leyarepmposingﬂ:atchildmnofundomr
mented workers have even fewer rights than
the recently freed slaves of the 1860s. Our
colm!ryhassluwlypmgteasedﬁ)mdinme
area of civil rights since the Emancipation
Proclamation of 1863; now is not the time to
smrtgaingbackwalﬂ.Nowistheﬁmetocon-
tact Lois Capps and tell her you will stand
with her in opposition to the politics of hate.
Whatispaxﬁaﬂarlydisuxrbingahmuﬂne
BilbrawandFoleypmposal&uwellastbe
recent in support of those pro-
posals,isﬂmemhnntomepoliﬁesofhm
timtusuallyseemsmonlymarhsuglyhead
In times of economic difficulty. Malcolm X
said he would rather deal with whites from

Every person who
steps foot on our
soil enjoys constitu-
tional protection,
and that is the way it
has been for as long
as the United States
has been a country.

e

ﬂ:eSouththan&omtheNorﬁlbecausethey
were at least honest about their hatred.
Hease,let’sbebonestaboutwbatBil—
WsCiﬁzenshipReformActoflealb’
is — the “We Hate Foreigners, So We're Go-
ingtoDoEveryﬂlingWeCantoKeep'l‘lmn

of these workers as “demographic

bomb(s).” He does put this offensive term in
qusauﬂmﬁngitm“meexpeﬁ.”l’erhnps
this “expert” was found on the Internet at
the website of the White Aryan Resistance or
mexummgnumis“ﬁmbomb"nhu-
manbemg.orsnnplyﬂ:enon—pasonmdpi-
ent of’ accusations? Is this
“time bomb” more likely a child that grows
upkpowingonlyﬂneUnitedShtsaspnme?
A child that perhaps only speaks English
and has never even been to his parents’
co\mhyofoﬁgin.uwbemischﬂdwillyow
up to marry someone with his same person-

without-a-nation status. Their children too
willhewithmtapwnﬁ‘y,dapitebeingﬂﬁrd

on Americans.
Whatispa:ﬁcuhrboﬂbnsiveaboutimmi-
gmntbaslﬁngheleinCaliibmiaistmtmany
otﬂle“ﬁmebomhs”bomherehavemoreof
arlghttobeheremanusus.clﬁmne-
tweenlo,omandzs.(myearsago,meindig-
of the the

no provocation whatsoever,
Guadalupel-lidalmwassimdbyadd‘eated
Mexico. All of what is now the Southwest
Unilzedsmeswasmm&omllexieoamer
an ked invasion. Whether us U.S. cit-
izensliheitornot.wearemeoccupyingeol-

i illegitimate invasion. We are no
different than the Romans that subjected
their to their rule. We are no dif-
ferent than the Moors that occupied the
Iberian Peninsula from 711 to 1992, and, yes,
we are no different than the Nazis who occu-
pied Europe during World War IL All of
those conquerors i their culture,
their law and their caste system upon those
that they

So here we are my follow citizens, a mere
blipinthelonghistoryoﬁheindigenwspw

immigrant the racists, have set
out to destroy this right.
Us U.S. citizens must take the first step to

xecﬁ&ingom'sinsasﬂ:emupielsohnmh-
erpeople’sland.andasdmndemsofnnh-
lwseonqumWemustxealimﬂmtﬂle
right of U.S. citizenship of those born on U.S.
soil is but the first gesture to show that we
meapableofshar‘mgthatwhichwehave
stolen with those from whom we have stolen
it

Addison Steele is a criminal defense attorney
who lives in Santa Barbara and practices law
in Santa Maria.




