“People coming together to be The Church,

v Ity LU'th e ra n not just attend one.”

Chu rCh Trinity Lutheran Church is an open and inclusive
church, welcoming all who seek God.

69 Griswold Street - Hillsdale, Michigan
517-437-2647 - tichillsdale.org

Thirteenth Sunday after Pentecost  September 4, 2022
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Service of the Word
9:30 a.m. Worship



Trinity Lutheran Church is a congregation of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America.

WELCOME TO WORSHIP THIS MORNING! We invite you to join us regularly for worship
and in a variety of activities and opportunities in our congregational life. If you are new here, we
welcome you; if you are a member of longstanding, we celebrate your gifts and your ministry
among us. Our order of worship is printed on the following pages of this bulletin.

MISSION STATEMENT - The Mission Statement of Trinity Lutheran Church is to nurture faith
through proclamation of the gospel of Jesus Christ by word, sacrament, deeds and loving
relationships, to ALL people.

VISION STATEMENT - As proclaimers of the gospel of Jesus Christ, the Vision of Trinity
Lutheran Church is to maximize our gifts and resources to reach out with God’s love and serve the
global community.

COMMUNION PROCEDURE - The communion table of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in
America is open to all baptized Christians who believe that our Lord Jesus is truly present in the
forms of bread and wine. Please follow the ushers’ instructions at the time of distribution.
Children who have not yet received first communion instruction are welcome to come forward
with their families to receive a blessing.

The Sacrament of Holy Communion is celebrated weekly throughout the year. No one is ever
required to participate in the sacrament, but it is offered to nourish and sustain God’s people. This
is in accordance with Lutheran teaching:
Background 35A: The Church celebrates the Holy Communion frequently because the
Church needs the sacrament, the means by which the Church’s fellowship is established
and its mission as the baptized people of God is nourished and sustained. This practice
was reaffirmed in 1989 by the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America. We continue to
need “consistent pastoral encouragement and instruction relating to Holy
Communion...pointing up Christ’s command, his promise, and our deep need.” For a
variety of historical reasons, Lutherans in various places moved away from the weekly
celebration of the sacrament.
Application 35C: Participation in the sacramental meal is by invitation, not demand. The
members of the church are encouraged to make the sacrament a frequent rather than
occasional part of their lives.
(Excerpts from: The Use of the Means of Grace, Principle 35)



Sunday, September 4, 2022

INTRODUCTION

Called to contemplate the cost of discipleship, we might be helped by translating Paul’s request
to Philemon into our prayer of the day: Refresh my heart in Christ. Strengthened by the company
and forgiveness of Christ in holy communion and recalling God’s grace in remembrance of
baptism, we can be strengthened in this hour to “choose life”—to choose life in God as our own.

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at baptism, as the presiding minister
begins.

P Blessed be the holy Trinity,+ one God,
whose steadfast love endures forever.
C Amen.
P Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.

Silence for reflection and self-examination. (kneel/sit)

Merciful God,

we confess that we have not followed your path
but have chosen our own way.

Instead of putting others before ourselves,
we long to take the best seats at the table.
When met by those in need,

we have too often passed by on the other side.
Set us again on the path of life.

Save us from ourselves

and free us to love our neighbors.

Amen.

O T

P Hear the good news!
God does not deal with us according to our sins
but delights in granting pardon and mercy.
In the name of + Jesus Christ, your sins are forgiven.
You are free to love as God loves.



GATHERING HYMN ELW #880 O God Beyond All Praising
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1 O God be-yond all prais - ing, we wor-ship you to - day
2 The flowr of earth-ly splen-dor in time must sure -ly  die,
3 Then hear, O gra-cious Sav - ior, ac - cept the love we bring,
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and sing the love a - maz - ing that songscan-not re - pay;
its frag - ile bloom sur -ren - der to you, the Lord most high;
that we who know your fa - vor may  serve you as our King;
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for we can on-ly won-der at ev - 'ty gift you send,
but hid - den fromall na-ture the e - ter - nal seed i1s sown—
and wheth -er our to - mor-rows be filled with good or ill,
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at bless-ings with - out num-ber and mer-cies with-out end:
though small in mor - tal stat-ure, to  heav-en’s gar-den grown:
we’ll  tri-umph through our sor-rows and  rise to bless you still:
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we lift  our hearts be - fore you and  wait up - on your word,
for Christ, your gift from heav - en, from death has set us free,
to mar - vel at your beau - ty and glo-ry in your ways,
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we hon - or and a - dore you, our great and might-y Lord.
and we through him are giv - en the fi - nal vic - to - 1y.
and make a joy-ful du - ty our sac -r1i-fice of praise.



GREETING

P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy
Spirit be with you all.

C And also with you




Kyrie
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In peace, let us pray tothe Lord.
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Lord, have mer - cy.
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For the peace from a-bove, and for our sal-vation, let us pray to the Lord.
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Lord, have mer - cy.
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For the peace of the whole world, for the well -being of the church of God,
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and for the unity of all, let wus pray to the Lord
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Lord, have mer - cy.
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For this holy house, and for all who offer here their wor-ship and praise,
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let us pray to the Lord. Lord have mer - cy.
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Help, save, comfort, and de -fend us, gra-cious Lord. A - men.

PRAYER OF THE DAY

P Let us pray.
Direct us, O Lord God, in all our doings with your continual help, that in all our works,

begun, continued, and ended in you, we may glorify your holy name; and finally, by
your mercy, bring us to everlasting life, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.

C Amen.



Sit

A A reading from Deuteronomy

FIRST READING Deuteronomy 30:15-20
Moses speaks to the Israelites, who are about to enter the land promised to their ancestors. In
this passage, he lays out the stark choice before them: choose life by loving and obeying the
LoRD; or choose death by following other gods.

15See, | have set before you today life and prosperity, death and adversity. °If you obey the
commandments of the LORD your God that | am commanding you today, by loving the LORD
your God, walking in his ways, and observing his commandments, decrees, and ordinances, then
you shall live and become numerous, and the LORD your God will bless you in the land that you
are entering to possess. *’But if your heart turns away and you do not hear, but are led astray to
bow down to other gods and serve them, 81 declare to you today that you shall perish; you shall
not live long in the land that you are crossing the Jordan to enter and possess. *°I call heaven and
earth to witness against you today that | have set before you life and death, blessings and curses.
Choose life so that you and your descendants may live, 2loving the LORD your God, obeying
him, and holding fast to him; for that means life to you and length of days, so that you may live in
the land that the LORD swore to give to your ancestors, to Abraham, to Isaac, and to Jacob.

A Word of God, Word of life.
C Thanks be to God.

PSALM Psalm 1
They are like trees planted by streams of water. (Ps. 1:3)

'Happy are they who have not walked in the counsel of the wicked,
nor lingered in the way of sinners, nor sat in the seats of the scornful!
2Their delight is in the law of the LORD,
and they meditate on God’s teaching day and night.
3They are like trees planted by streams of water, bearing fruit in due season, with leaves that do
not wither;
everything they do shall prosper.
It is not so with the wicked;
they are like chaff which the wind blows away.
STherefore the wicked shall not stand upright when judgment comes,
nor the sinner in the council of the righteous.
®For the LORD knows the way of the righteous,
but the way of the wicked shall be destroyed.



A A reading from Philemon

SECOND READING Philemon 1-21

While Paul was in prison, he was aided by Onesimus, a man who had run away from Philemon, a
slaveowner and a Christian friend of Paul. Paul told Onesimus to return to Philemon and
encouraged Philemon to receive Onesimus back as a Christian brother.

Paul, a prisoner of Christ Jesus, and Timothy our brother,

To Philemon our dear friend and co-worker, 2to Apphia our sister, to Archippus our fellow
soldier, and to the church in your house:

3Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.

*When | remember you in my prayers, | always thank my God *because | hear of your love for
all the saints and your faith toward the Lord Jesus. °I pray that the sharing of your faith may
become effective when you perceive all the good that we may do for Christ. 7l have indeed
received much joy and encouragement from your love, because the hearts of the saints have been
refreshed through you, my brother.

8For this reason, though | am bold enough in Christ to command you to do your duty, ®yet |
would rather appeal to you on the basis of love—and I, Paul, do this as an old man, and now also
as a prisoner of Christ Jesus. °l am appealing to you for my child, Onesimus, whose father | have
become during my imprisonment. *'Formerly he was useless to you, but now he is indeed useful
both to you and to me. *21 am sending him, that is, my own heart, back to you. *3I wanted to keep
him with me, so that he might be of service to me in your place during my imprisonment for the
gospel; but I preferred to do nothing without your consent, in order that your good deed might
be voluntary and not something forced. *Perhaps this is the reason he was separated from you for
a while, so that you might have him back forever, **no longer as a slave but more than a slave, a
beloved brother—especially to me but how much more to you, both in the flesh and in the Lord.

1730 if you consider me your partner, welcome him as you would welcome me. 8If he has
wronged you in any way, or owes you anything, charge that to my account. *°l, Paul, am writing
this with my own hand: | will repay it. | say nothing about your owing me even your own self.
20Yes, brother, let me have this benefit from you in the Lord! Refresh my heart in Christ.
ZLConfident of your obedience, I am writing to you, knowing that you will do even more than |
say.

A Word of God, Word of life.
C Thanks be to God.



Stand
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
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Al-le - lu - ia Lord, to whom shall we go?
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You have the words of e - ter - nal life. Al -le - lu - 1a.
P The Holy Gospel according to Luke the 14" chapter.
C Glory to you, O Lord.
GOSPEL Luke 14:25-33

Jesus speaks frankly about the costs of discipleship. Those who follow him should know from the
outset that completing the course of discipleship will finally mean renouncing all other
allegiances.

ZNow large crowds were traveling with [Jesus;] and he turned and said to them, “Whoever
comes to me and does not hate father and mother, wife and children, brothers and sisters, yes, and
even life itself, cannot be my disciple. 2’Whoever does not carry the cross and follow me cannot
be my disciple. ZFor which of you, intending to build a tower, does not first sit down and
estimate the cost, to see whether he has enough to complete it? 2Otherwise, when he has laid a
foundation and is not able to finish, all who see it will begin to ridicule him, *¥saying, ‘This
fellow began to build and was not able to finish.” 3*Or what king, going out to wage war against
another king, will not sit down first and consider whether he is able with ten thousand to oppose
the one who comes against him with twenty thousand? *2If he cannot, then, while the other is still
far away, he sends a delegation and asks for the terms of peace. **So therefore, none of you can
become my disciple if you do not give up all your possessions.”

P The Gospel of the Lord.
C Praise to you, O Christ

Sit
SERMON
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Stand

HYMN OF THE DAY ELW #808 Lord Jesus, You Shall Be MY Song
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1 Jé - sus, je vou - drais te chan - ter sur ma rou - te;

1 Lord Je - sus,you shall be my song as I jour - ney;

2 Lord Je - sus, I'll praise you as long as 1 jour - ney.

3 As long as 1 live, Je-sus, make me your ser - vant,

4 1 fear in the dark and the doubt of my jour - ney;
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Jé - sus, je vou -drais t'an-non-cer a mes Vvoi- Sins par - tout,
I'll tell ev-’ry - bod -y a-bout youwher-ev - er 1 go:

May all of my joy be a faith-ful re - flec-tion of you.
to car - ry your cross and to share all your bur-dens and tears.
but cour - age will come with the sound of your steps by my side.
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car toi  seul es la vie et la paix et ['a - mour:
you a - lone are our life and our peace and our love.
May the earth and the sea and the sky join my  song.
For you saved me by giv - ing your bod - y and blood.
And with all of the fam - ’ly you saved by your love,
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Jé - sus, je vou - drais te chan - ter sur ma rou - te.
Lord Je - sus,you shall be my song as I jour - ney.
Lord Je - sus, I'll praise you as long as I jour - ney.
As long as I live, Je-sus, make me your ser - vant
we’ll sing  to your dawn at the end of our jour - ney.
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APOSTLES CREED

| believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried,
he descended to the dead.*
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

12



PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION

A

As scattered grains of wheat are gathered together into one bread, so let us gather our
prayers for the church, those in need, and all of God’s good creation.

A brief silence.

A

> O >» O

@

A

C

We pray for the church around the world and for the mission of the gospel. Refresh the
hearts of your people, deepen our understanding of every good thing we share, and
strengthen our partnerships in the faith. God of grace,

hear our prayer.

For the well-being of the earth and all its creatures: for trees and forests, for all that will
yield fruit this season, and for streams and other bodies of water. God of grace,
hear our prayer.

For the nations and those in authority: for the elected leaders of our towns, states, and
country, and for international organizations. Grant wisdom to those who govern and raise
up citizens who make decisions in the best interest of their neighbors. God of grace,

hear our prayer.

For all in need: for those who suffer from disease, who struggle with homelessness or
food insecurity, for those whose family life is difficult, and for all in this community who
need your care (especially). God of grace,

hear our prayer.

For this community of faith: for all our labors—begun, continued, and ended in you—
that they glorify your holy name. Bless your people with the strength to live into their
many vocations for the sake of the world. God of grace,

hear our prayer.

Here other intercessions may be offered.

A

We give thanks for the saints who now rest from their labors (especially Peter Claver,
priest and missionary). Give us faith, like them, to love you with all our hearts, and by
your mercy, bring us to everlasting life. God of grace,

hear our prayer.

Gathered together in the sweet communion of the Holy Spirit, gracious God, we offer

these and all our prayers to you; through Jesus Christ, our Savior.
Amen.
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SHARING OF THE PEACE
P The peace of Christ be with you always.
C And also with you.

Please do not leave your pew, pass the peace to those in your family group as you wish but to
others by waves or other hand signs

Sit

OFFERING First Sunday: ELCA World Hunger

Each week, our congregation collects a general offering for the church and our ministries.
Additionally, we collect an offering for special projects. If you would like to make a regular gift
to the church, please place it in the offering plate. If you are looking to support our special
project (noted above), please place your offering in the barnyard boxes or noisy offering buckets.
The plate will be presented to the altar by the ushers at this time

OFFERING HYMN ELW #184 Let the Vineyards be Fruitful, Lord
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Let the vine-yards  be fruit-ful, Lord, and fill to the brim our cup of
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we may be fed with the bread of life. Gath-er the hopes and dreams of
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with your pres - ence, and give us a fore - taste of the feast to come.

OFFERING PRAYER
A God of abundance: you have set before us a plentiful harvest. As we feast on your
goodness, strengthen us to labor in your field, and equip us to bear fruit for the good of
all, in the name of Jesus.
C Amen.
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THANKSGIVING FOR THE WORD

P Let us pray.
Holy God, Light of the universe, Teacher of truth, Giver of goodness, we hear your Word
in the scriptures, proclaiming to us your wisdom and inviting us to follow your call. For
speaking this Word, we thank you, O God.

C We thank you, O God.

P Your Word came among us in Jesus, our brother, who preached your righteousness,
healed the sick, and revived the brokenhearted. For giving us this Word, we worship you,
O God.

C We worship you, O God.

P By your Spirit, bless all who receive this Word, that upheld by the mystery of the body of

Christ, we may be light for the world, revealing the brilliance of your Son. For sustaining
us with your Word, we praise you, O God.
C We praise you, O God.

P Blessed are you, holy God, around us, with us, and in us, now and forever.
C Amen.

LORD'S PRAYER

P Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us.

C Our Father, who art in heaven,

hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen

BLESSING

P The God of peace, Father, -+ Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you, comfort you,
and show you the path of life this day and always.

C Amen.
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SENDING HYMN ELW #802 Let Us Ever Walk with Jesus
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1 Let us ev-er walk with Je-sus, fol-low his ex - am - ple pure,
2 Let us suf - fer here with Je - sus, and with pa-tience bear our cross.
3 Let us glad-ly die with Je - sus. Sinceby death he con-quered death,
4 Let us al - so live with Je-sus. He has ris-en from the dead
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through a world that would de-ceive us and to sin our spir-its lure.
Joy will fol - low all our sad-ness; where he is there is no loss.
he will free us from de-struc-tion, give to us im- mor-tal breath.
that to life we may a-wak-en. Je - sus, you are now our head,
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On - ward in his foot-steps tread-ing, trav - ’lers here, our home a - bove,
Thoughto-day we sow no laugh-ter, we shall reap ce - les- tial joy:
Let us mor - ti - fy all pas-sion that would lead us in - to sin;
we are your own liv-ing mem-bers; where you live, there we shall be
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full of faith and hope and love, let wus do our Sav-ior’s bid-ding.
all dis-com-forts that an - noy shall give way to mirth here - af - ter.

and the grave that shuts us in shall but prove the gate of heav-en.
in your pres-ence con - stant - ly, liv - ing there with you for - ev - er
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Faith-ful Lord, with me a - bide; I shall fol - low where you guide.
Je - sus, here 1 share your woe; help me there your joy to know.
Je - sus, here with you I die, there to live with you on high.
Je - sus, let me faith - ful be; life e - ter - nal grant to me.
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DISMISSAL
A Go in peace. Love your neighbor
C Thanks be to God
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SERVING AT TRINITY

Ministers: Every member of the congregation Council President: Terry Vear
Piano/Keyboard: Paul Lucas Vice-President: Suzanne Sponsler
Parish Secretary: Chris McNamara Treasurer: Chris McNamara
Secretary: Sandra Dufur
Council Members: Warren Bartels, Johncie Langston, Joe Painter, Gene Stockford-Shively, and
Patti Weber

SERVING TODAY:
Lay Minister: Chris McNamara
Assisting Minister: Cathy Shively
Ushers: Tom Stockford-Shively and Diane Draper
Coffee Hour: Vicki Skiver  Next Week: Phyllis Klinger

ADDITIONAL SERVICES

Altar Guild: Tom Stockford- Shively

Offering Counters: Terry Vear and Sue Risk
Videographer: Gene Stockford-Shively

Next week Coffee Hour: Gene Stockford-Shively

FLOWERS — The flowers on the altar today are given to the Glory of God.

The music in this bulletin is reprinted with permission
under Annual License A-727368 from OneLicense.net.
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