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FORWARD

/ | 'hrough the pages of this book,
I embark on a project that I have
avoided for a number of years. Part

of me says that it is because I have lacked
the time for such an undertaking, while
the rest of me admits to the fact that even
as King Saul of old, “..I feared the peo-
ple..” (1 Samuel 15:24), when associated
with the contents of this book. Sometimes,
striving for the acceptance of “the breth-
ren” causes us to keep silent when some-
thing needs to be said.

It finally occurred to me that though
there would be multitudes of brethren that
would agree with some of the things that
I am about to say, they won'’t say it them-
selves for fear of losing their place in “The
Pecking Order”. Because I have no posi-
tion in anyone’s pecking order, I probably
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stand to lose the least when commenting
on such a “sacred cow” as Independent
Baptists’ soul-winning practices.

I remember a discussion that I had with
a pastor friend of mine several years ago
about this very subject. My father lived in
his area and when visiting him, this good
brother would always have me preach in his
church. Usually, when this pastor brother
and I got together, the first thing that he
wanted to talk about was the number of
people that were led to Christ through our
ministries. The first year he was elated to
inform me that he led 800 people to Christ
during that particular calendar year. When
he asked me how many I had led to Christ
at the church where I was pastoring, I rath-
er sheepishly estimated that it was prob-
ably about 15 or 20, though we don’t keep
records of those who we felt that we had
won to the Lord.

After five consecutive years of this same
scenario, I noticed that the attendance
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of his church didn’t seem to be changing
much. Although he seemed to be stuck
around the same number that was intro-
duced to Christ that year, and my estimates
for the church that I pastored was usually
in the same ballpark, there was a drastic
difference in our attendance! That five year
period had produced approximately 4,000
souls through his soul-winning endeavors,
while the same time frame yielded about
100 for me. Noticing the imbalance in his
figures in relationship to his attendance in-
crease, I asked him what his Sunday morn-
ing attendance average was five years ago,
and what it was currently. His reply was 98
then and about 110 now. I informed him
that my church attendance was about 50
then and over 300 now. Trying to keep a
straight face, I then asked him if it didn’t
seem strange to him that while he was
running circles around me in-so-far as
“leading people to Christ”, his church at-
tendance only increased about 10%, while
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mine more than quadrupled during the
same time frame!

This story can only be surpassed with
the account of a revival service that I had in
my last pastorate. Carefully choosing what
I was led to believe was a successful nation-
ally-known evangelist, I scheduled a week’s
revival. During my 12 years as a pastor, this
was undoubtedly the worst meetings that I
ever had! He turned out to be one of those
fellows who made a lot of noise but didn’t
say anything. The attendance each eve-
ning grew worse. By Thursday night he in-
formed me that he overlooked the fact that
he had double - booked for Friday night and
couldn’t finish out our meetings, but would
leave his assistant to close out the last night.
I declined and preached Friday night my-
self. I somehow got the feeling that if the
crowd was up, and the offering would have
also been up, there probably wouldn’t have
been a “double-booking” problem.

Shortly thereafter, I was reading the ac-
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counts of meetings by evangelists in one
of our Baptist periodicals, when I came
across this brother’s name. I was curious
as to whether-or-not some of the other
brethren were having better results with
this evangelist than I experienced, so I be-
gan to read the report on his meetings. As
I read along, I was surprised to see his ac-
count of heaven coming down, the altars
being full, and 8 souls being saved at this
particular meeting. Finishing the account
only increased my surprise when I read
that the meeting was at my church! That
sounded a far cry from the altars being
empty, the crowd decreasing each evening,
no one getting saved, and heaven flying its
flag half-mast by Thursday!

When numbers become so important
to us that they outweigh the truth — it’s
time that we admit to a crisis! When we re-
ceive missionary reports similar to the one
recently sent to the church where Iam now
attending, it’s time we take stock of our
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methodology. This missionary brother was
rejoicing over the results that he had expe-
rienced in his first full year on the field, af-
ter taking this existing work. He boasted of
738 professions of faith with 25 following
in believer’s baptism. How could you even
pen those words without asking yourself if
there isn't something wrong with that pic-
ture? I seem to remember 3,000 saved at
Pentecost — and 3,000 baptized!

My wife arrived home one afternoon
many years ago, after spending her weekly
appointed time with a ladies soul-winning
group. Excited about the day’s results, she
informed me that she led 80 souls to Christ
that day. I probably would have shared her
excitement had she not gone into detail of
the day’s happenings. It seems as though
they had her put on a snowman’s suit to pass
out candy in one of the local parks. Each
time that she could get a small group of chil-
dren together, she told them the story of Je-
sus and had them to repeat a prayer after her.
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They were then declared saved and given
the assurance of their salvation. For those
of you who are wondering, after studying
the Bible on these issues, my wife repented
of the foolishness that she was taught, and
exchanged man’s teachings for Biblical prin-
ciples on the subject of witnessing,

I hope that you have noted thus far that I
have not cited any institutions, clubs, or or-
ganizations in the forward of this book, nor
will Tin the body ofits content. It is not my
intent to sling mud, grind axes, or expose
anyone who is involved in this “technique
catastrophe”, but rather to arrive at a posi-
tion of sanity and truth in regards to the wit-
nessing of our faith. When teaching some
of the content of this book in a church in
Wisconsin, a dear layman summed up my
concern when he said with tears in his eyes,
“Don’t people understand that we are mess-
ing with someone’s forever?”

Perhaps as Hilkiah of old, it becomes
our duty not only to clean out those things
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from the house of God that displease Him,
but also to find The Book of God and dis-
cover once again what His teachings are
on some of these subjects! You will note
throughout this book that our intent is to
draw to your attention how much of our
witnessing and soul-winning technique has
no bearing nor teaching from His Book,
but rather from man’s tradition. God being
my helper, my intent is to follow up on this
book with one entitled, “Fruit In Your Bas-
ket” Because we have strayed so far from
what the Bible teaches on this subject, I
felt it necessary to begin this project with
the “how not tos.”

The burden of thisbookis not to produce
an apologetic that proves that I am right and
you are wrong, but rather for you to muse
on the fact that if you are wrong, you are
not only producing false professions — you
could be indeed pushing people into hell!
Remember, you are messing with some-
one’s forever!
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CHAPTER ONE

THE BARRIERS
BETWEEN

think that all of us could start with

the premise that there are three par-

ticipants present in every witnessing
endeavor. I'm sure that we will all agree
with this in theory if not in practice! As a
matter of fact, my contention has always
been that though we all profess to believe
this in theory, it has in reality not made it
into our practice. Those three participants
are of course the witness, The Holy Spir-
it, and the sinner. A successful witnessing
encounter will attach a vehicle to each of
these three participants. The vehicle of the
witness is Truth, the vehicle of The Holy
Spirit is Conviction, and the vehicle of the
sinner is Repentance.
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Truth  Conviction Repentance
A A A

Witness  Holy Spirit Sinner

The vehicle of truth that is used by the
witness is, of course, the Bible! We see this
vehicle in John 17:17, “Sanctify them
through thy truth: thy word is truth.,
and also 2 Timothy 2:15, “Study to shew
thyself approved unto God, a workman
that needeth not to be ashamed, rightly
dividing the word of truth.” This vehicle
can further be substantiated through the
parable of the sower in Mark 4:14, “The
sower soweth the word.” When you and I
approach a sinner with the subject of his or
her never-dying soul, may we never substi-
tute the truth of God with the traditions of
men!

When welookat the second participant,
The Holy Spirit, we of course acknowledge
that the vehicle through which He works
is that of conviction. His job description
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is outlined in John 16:8, “And when he
is come, he will reprove the world of
sin, and of righteousness, and of judg-
ment:” The outworking of that process is
described by Jesus Himself in John 6:44,
“No man can come to me, except the Fa-
ther which hath sent me draw him: and
I will raise him up at the last day.” This
description of conviction is now and has
always been assigned to The Holy Ghost.
The last party of our trio also has a re-
sponsibility. The vehicle attached to the
sinner is that of repentance. Our Lord
Himselfaddresses the issue in Luke 13 with
two identical verses (3 and 5) that say, “I
tell you, Nay: but, except ye repent, ye
shall all likewise perish.” It was obvious
to the first century church that repentance
was a necessary vehicle in the response of
a sinner as evidenced in the Book of Acts.
“Testifying both to the Jews, and also
to the Greeks, repentance toward God,
and faith toward our Lord Jesus Christ.”
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Acts 20:21 “But shewed first unto them
of Damascus, and at Jerusalem, and
throughout all the coasts of Judaea, and
then to the Gentiles, that they should
repent and turn to God, and do works
meet for repentance.” Acts 26:20 “And
the times of this ignorance God winked
at; but now commandeth all men every
where to repent:”. Acts 17:30

The evidence in the Bible for the need
of repentance is so overwhelming, that I
almost cringe to think that there are those
who disagree with its necessity! Perhaps
the divisiveness of this issue rests in a
disagreement of definition. The best de-
scription that I have ever heard is that re-
pentance is a change of heart that results
in a change of direction. I have no trouble
with this definition in light of the fact that
many times when salvation is spoken of in
the scriptures, there is also a reference to
the heart. Couple that with the fact that 2
Corinthians 5:17 states, “Therefore if any
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man be in Christ, he is a new creature:
old things are passed away; behold,
all things are become new.” Sounds to
me like a change of heart that results in a
change of direction!

Now let me show you the barriers that
have come between the participants and
the vehicles. Andasyoumight expect, these
barriers have not been moved into place by
God! Since He is “...not willing that any
should perish, but that all should come
to repentance.” (2 Peter 3:9), you can rest
assure that it is not His heavenly construc-
tion equipment that moves barriers into
place! These man-made barriers are illus-
trated below.

Truth Conviction Repentance
A A A

Technique Psychology Pressure

A A A

Witness ~ Holy Spirit ~ Sinner
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You will note that unlike the last illus-
tration, we now have something that has
come between the participant and the
vehicle. These barriers have been placed
there in order to keep the participant from
yoking up with the vehicle! When this
man-made substitute process is placed
into motion, you are now more likely to
produce a false profession than a genuine
salvation experience! And before you take
issue with me over that statement, take a
little survey in some of our Independent
Baptist Churches, and compare the num-
ber of “professions of faith” with the num-
ber of converts in the pews! You'll find it to
be somewhat like that missionary who had
738 professions of faith and 25 baptisms
this past year.

Although various practices of these
barriers will appear in future chapters of
this book, I will address them partially as
I close this chapter, so that you will be on
the lookout for them throughout the book.
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Technique is very simply those teachings
that have made their way into our soul-
winning arena that have absolutely no ba-
sis in scripture. As-a-matter-of-fact, some
of them are even contrary to biblical prin-
ciple! Very simply put, soul-winning is not
a technique, but rather the acting out of
scriptural principle on the subject of shar-
ing your faith.

Psychology on the other hand has be-
come man’s substitute for the convicting
power of The Holy Spirit. Its design is to
manipulate the mind by way of the par-
ticipant known as the witness, instead of
allowing the participant, The Holy Spirit,
to work with the vehicle of conviction.
Not only does it bypass the Holy Spirit,
its use also bypasses the recipient’s heart,
thus imparting an intellectual knowledge,
which alone will not produce repentance!
Let’s keep in mind that it is conviction that
produces repentance, and conviction is as-
signed to The Holy Spirit alone!



22 THE TECHNIQUE CATASTROPHE

The barrier of pressure has been placed
between the sinner and repentance. And
once again, it is used by the participant
known as the witness. For a firsthand expe-
rience of this folly, you need only to exam-
ine the average Baptist evangelist’s invita-
tion! That is not to exclude the overzealous
soul-winner nor the technique- plagued
pastor. Let me note at this time that this
author is not opposed to the use of a “chal-
lenge” in a soul-winning encounter, such
as the use of James 4:14, “Whereas ye
know not what shall be on the morrow.
For what is your life? It is even a vapour,
that appeareth for a little time, and then
vanisheth away.” To warn someone of the
brevity of life is not pressure, but rather
heartfelt concern toward someone who
has indicated that they will think about the
matter of their soul later. There is a fine line
between pressure and challenge, and one
must be led by the Holy Spirit as to when
thatline has been crossed. Of course, when
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the Holy Spirit has been replaced by the
barrier of psychology, there is not much
chance of knowing when you have crossed
that line!

Every “Soul-Winning Course” that I
have ever been exposed to, has been rid-
dled with these three barriers, leaving the
blessed Holy Spirit out in the cold and
the sinner sitting on his hands! The soul-
winner, which I prefer to refer to as the
witness, is basically taught to do the job
of all three participants, thus producing
the multitudes of false professions that we
seem to enjoy boasting about. And, even
more discouraging than the three barriers
of technique, psychology, and pressure, I
have witnessed the intermingling of trick-
ery and dishonesty on many occasions!
I will also address these issues before we
close the last chapter of the book.
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CHAPTER TWO

UNREASONABLE
GOALS

hroughouttheyearsofmysalvation,

I have heard, on many occasions,

pastors and evangelists encourag-
ing laymen to set goals, for the upcoming
year, for the number of people they wish
to “lead to Christ”. Sometimes it is a goal
to “win” so many each week during their
soul-winning time. And, of course, there
are those laymen who set those goals for
themselves without the encouragement or
challenge of some preacher. This certainly
sounds commendable and worthy of our
consideration, were it not for the fact that
it is terribly unscriptural! Although I am
sure that the motive may be honorable, its
propagation comes about as a result of the
misuse of terminology and/or scriptural
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doctrine. This is why I made the statement
earlier that I prefer to use the title of “wit-
ness” rather than “soul-winner.”

Preachers teaching the Bible “out of
context” in such cases as Proverbs 11:30,
have led people to believe that it is the wit-
ness that imparts everlasting life, and not
the Holy Ghost. The verse reads, “The
fruit of the righteous is a tree of life; and
he that winneth souls is wise.” That can
be very confusing on the surface, which
is why God encourages us to never study
Bible doctrine on the surface, but rather
compare scripture with scripture and nev-
er base a doctrine on an isolated verse or
passage! When heeding the admonition
of 2 Timothy 2:15, “Study to shew thy-
self approved unto God, a workman
that needeth not to be ashamed, rightly
dividing the word of truth”, one would
not make the mistake of thinking that they
“win the soul”.

Rightly dividing the word of truth on
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the doctrine of whose responsibility it is
to “win” a sinner to Christ, or who imparts
the passage of eternal life to a lost soul,
would bring you to only one conclusion.
That conclusion is best stated in 1 Corin-
thians 3:6 and 7, “I have planted, Apol-
los watered; but God gave the increase.
So then neither is he that planteth any
thing, neither he that watereth; but God
that giveth the increase.” Or even Jesus’
teaching in John 6:44, “No man can come
to me, except the Father which bath sent
me draw him: and I will raise him up at
the last day.” I hope, dear reader, that you
don’t think you are the one who does the
“drawing” that Jesus is speaking of in that
verse!

So then, if brother so-n-so taught me
that I am the one who wins souls (which
is probably where we get the terminology
soul-winner), but God says that it is the
Holy Spirit, and I am simply the messenger
boy, who is right? Doing a thorough study
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on the subject would bring you and I to a
sane, coherent conclusion. The wise man
is he who has decided to partner with the
Holy Spirit, allow himself to be the bearer
of truth, giving opportunity for the Holy
Spirit to work through him and through
His Word, producing conviction (which is
theresponsibility ofthe Holy Spirit), which
couldin turn produce repentance (whichis
the responsibility of the sinner). And, yes,
if you will avail yourself to be a part of that
divine plan, God would certainly consider
you to be wise! But while you are “plant-
ing” and “watering”, don’t be so foolish as
to take credit for the increase”!

With these thoughts in mind, let’s turn
our attention once again to “unreason-
able goals” If I were a sports commenta-
tor interviewing a football team before a
big game, and my lot was to question the
players concerning their anticipated per-
formance during the game, what would I
expect to hear from each position? What
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if, in the process of speaking with the field
goal kicker, I asked him what his goals are
for the game, and he responds, “My goal
is to gain over 200 yards passing”. My first
comment would probably be, “How is that
possible when you are not the quarterback
but rather the field goal kicker?” I think
that we could all agree that this man’s goals
are unreasonable! His goals must remain
within the confines of his position, and not
the position of someone else on his team!
As a matter-of-fact, there would be a strong
possibility that the quarterback would be a
little “put out” by his teammate’s goal!

Do we not understand how the Holy
Spirit must be thinking when we set our
goals not on our position, but on His? If
He is the one who gives “the increase™ the
participant who is responsible for the con-
viction, I believe I'll let Him take care of
His own goals! I know some evangelists
who would do well to keep this principle
in mind during the invitation time! Does
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that mean that I should have no goals as a
participant in the soul-winning process?
Not at all — but your goals should be in
line with the vehicle that God has given
you as a participant of the process. To re-
fresh your memory, you are the witness
and your vehicle is truth. You must live
the truth, walk the truth, study the truth,
memorize the truth, and give out the truth.
Let’s talk about some reasonable goals on
your behalf.

Since you “planteth” and “watereth’,
your goals should fit within that realm. A
reasonable goal on your part could be to
pass out so many tracts this year, or per
week, or to never go a day without hand-
ing out a gospel tract; or, in similar fash-
ion, to knock on so many doors this year,
this week, or perhaps this month. Maybe
it would be to never miss church visitation
on the designated evening. Another wor-
thy goal could be to try to engage some-
one in spiritual conversation every day of
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your life. Keep in mind that the best way
to strengthen the truth as you share it, is to
be sure that you are walking in truth before
those who you are sharing it with! This is
especially true in your own community
and among your own family, co-workers,
or friends.

Maybe you would choose to set a goal
to witness to everyone in your high school
graduating class. Or, perhaps, to be a wit-
ness to everyone in your workplace. How
about giving a tract to every retailer whose
store you frequent? All of the above men-
tioned are obtainable goals and are in the
sphere of your responsibility, but don't
cross the line and insist on doing the con-
victing for the Holy Spirit, or the repenting
for the sinner! When you get out of your
vehicle, and start driving the other two,
you are destined for a spiritual wreck! You
are more apt to produce a false profession,
give someone a false assurance of their sal-
vation, and push a soul into hell!
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Many years ago, in order to answer the
criticism of mounting up so many false
professions, I heard a brother say, “I would
rather lead 100 souls to Christ, knowing
that 95 of them were false professions, and
see S of them go to heaven, than to not at-
tempt to be a soul-winner”. The first trage-
dy of that statement is assuming that those
are the only two options! Either to rack up
false professions while winning a few, or to
not witness at all! (How about the option
of being a witness within the guidelines
of scriptural teachings — which produces
very few false professions!) The second
tragedy is the flippant attitude about the
95 people who you gave the assurance of
their salvation, that will one day wake up
in hell! Most of them will not allow a genu-
ine witness to approach them about their
soul, because they’re banking on that false
assurance that you gave them!

If your attitude is similar to that of this
brother’s, let someone else reach those §,
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and probably the majority of the other 95,
with the use of proper scriptural principles.
The thought that fits best on that subject is
found in 2 Peter 2:20,21, “For if after they
have escaped the pollutions of the world
through the knowledge of the Lord and
Saviour Jesus Christ, they are again en-
tangled therein, and overcome, the lat-
ter end is worse with them than the be-
ginning. For it had been better for them
not to have known the way of righteous-
ness, then, after they have known it, to
turn from the holy commandment de-
livered unto them.” Of course my whole
point of this chapter is to help you see that
when you are trying to accomplish goals
that belong to the Holy Spirit and not you,
your likelihood of causing a fiasco is pretty
good!
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CHAPTER THREE

REWARDING
RESULTS?

hat brings us to the erroneous

teaching, that, in the matter of soul-

winning, God rewards results. This
often comes by way of the illustration of
the soul-winner’s crown. How many times
have I heard it suggested by some preacher
that when you lead a soul to Christ, God
puts another jewel in your crown? Do I
think that there will be a reward in heaven
for those who attempt to witness their faith
to the lost? — Yes! Do I think that those re-
wards will be based upon how many folks
getsaved asaresult of their witness? — No!
Since the convicting is not my job, and the
repentance is not my job, why would God
condition my reward upon those results?
To carefully consider this issue, let’s go to
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two witnesses found in the Bible.

The two that I refer to are Noah and Jo-
nah. Both of these men heralded the mes-
sage of a righteous God and the coming
judgment upon sinners. Jonah’s preaching
resulted in the salvation of what theolo-
gians estimate to be hundreds of thou-
sands of souls. Noah, on the other hand,
preached for 120 years, with the sum total
of 0 walking the isle! With the exception of
his own family, Noah never had a convert!
Which of these two had the distinctive
honor of being elevated into God’s “Hall of
Faith” found in Hebrews chapter eleven?
Yes, Noah, the one with the least results!

If rewards are based upon results, that
would mean that the preacher that God
placed in a heavily populated metropolitan
area, has a distinct advantage toward earn-
ing rewards for his labors, over the preach-
er that God placed in a sparsely populated
farming region. Why would God give one
a greater advantage than the other, when it
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comes to earning eternal rewards? It seems
as though that would be a pretty uneven
playing field for a God who is said to be
“...no respect of persons...” (Romans 2:
11).

Whether-or-not someone gets saved, is
based upon all three participants fulfilling
their task. The Holy Spirit will definitely do
His part (if I don’t try to take His place), I
must do my part in bearing the message,
and the sinner must do his part by putting
his faith and trust in Christ. You mean to
tell me thatifthe sinner refuses to get saved,
I get no reward for carrying out my part?
Since when does God attach one man’s
reward to another man’s obedience? Let’s
settle on the fact that God rewards faithful-
ness and obedience, and not results! What
saith the scriptures “..to obey is better
than sacrifice,..” (1 Samuel 15:22) and, in
Matthew 25:21, “...Well done, thou good
and faithful servant:...”

Placing rewards in proper perspective
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would change the scene in most church-
es and Baptist Bible Colleges. Instead of
praising the person who succeeded in get-
ting the most people to “pray after him”, we
would be praising the person, or persons,
who delivered the gospel message the most
times! We envision “success” in respect to
the number of people who responded pos-
itively to our witness, while God describes
success as being faithful and obedient to
delivering the message, regardless of the
sinner’s decision. Point and case — Noah
and Jonah! When Bible colleges elect “Miss
and Mr. So-n-So”, from their student body,
their main criteria is based on how many
people they “led to Christ” Poor Noah
wouldn’t have had a chance! Does it ever
occur to them that they are rewarding the
wrong participant and the wrong vehicle?
Why is it so important to get this reward
issue putinits proper perspective? Because,
once you convince someone that they are
going to be rewarded for their own results,
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they are now more apt to cross the line of
trying to do the job of the Holy Spirit or of
the lost sinner, thus producing a false pro-
fession, and a false hope for heaven! In the
two churches that I formerly pastored, I al-
ways emphasized that a successful witness
is not one accepted — but one given. The
degree of your success does not increase
one iota because the recipient gets saved.
Your success is only measured by your part
of the encounter, and your part is to deliver
the message!






41

CHAPTER FOUR

THE ILLUSIVE
SINNER’'S PRAYER

hate to butcher this “sacred cow”, but

the fact remains that it is one of the

most misused man-made doctrines in
our Baptist toolbox! As far as I can gather,
its origin comes from the parable of the
Pharisee and the publican, in Luke, chapter
18. The teaching, is the contrast between
self-righteousness, and true humility. The
conclusion is that humility produces jus-
tification and a salvation experience. To
dub that “the sinners prayer” by declaring
one who repeats that prayer to be “saved”,
is to do a great injustice to Bible teaching.
There are countless numbers of prayers and
statements made by people in the Bible,
just before, or attached to, their salvation
experience, none of which has the power



42 THE TECHNIQUE CATASTROPHE

to save an individual!

Why don’t we take the statement made
by the woman at the well, in John 4:29,
“Come, see a man, which told me all
things that ever I did: is not this the
Christ?” Or, the thief on the cross, in Luke
23:42, “And he said unto Jesus, Lord, re-
member me when thou comest into thy
kingdom.” Would it not be appropriate to
use Zacchaeus’ statement, in Luke 19:8,
“And Zacchaeus stood, and said unto
the Lord; Behold Lord, the half of my
goods I give to the poor; and if I have
taken anything from any man by false
accusation, I restore him fourfold.” All
of these statements, and many more, were
significant in revealing a changed heart
that resulted in a salvation experience, but,
none are a magic wand for others to use
them to gain access to heaven!

The church that I now attend recently
had an evangelist make a statement during
his message that he later violated by the time
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he got to his “invitation”. He was speaking
of the fabricated practices of Roman Catho-
lics, which have no evidence in scriptures.
Purgatory happened to be the subject of
his scorn, as he shared with us that he has
had the dubious pleasure of offering any
Catholic $1,000.00, if they can give him the
scriptures that justifies such an existence.
He proceeded to tell us that he has made
that a standing offer for the last 20 years and
has never had a “taker”. His whole point was
the terrible atrocity of adding man-made
teachings and religious practices that have
no foundation in scripture. As a converted
Roman Catholic, I have no problem with
his statements or train of thought. But, as a
Biblicist, I do have a problem with the hy-
pocrisy that followed!

During his invitation, with “heads
bowed and eyes closed,” he led people in a
“sinner’s prayer”, assuring them that if they
prayed ( that prayer) after him, they were
now children of God and had the assur-
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ance of a place in heaven because “Who-
soever shall call upon the name of the
Lord shall be saved!” Of course he didn’t
bother telling them that he was now prac-
ticing something that he earlier railed on
the Catholics for doing! He was now in
the midst of placing something into reli-
gious practice that has no scriptural basis!
I'll give him the same $1,000.00 if he can
show me someone in the Bible who ever
“led” someone else in a “sinner’s prayer”!
While he was removing the “mote” from
the Catholic’s eyes, he neglected to see the
“beam” that was in his own! Ifit’s wrong for
a Catholic to fabricate rituals and practices
— it’s wrong for a Baptist! His need may
be to take a closer look at Romans 2:21,
“Thou therefore which teachest anoth-
er, teachest thou not thyself? thou that
preachest a man should not steal, doest
thou steal?”

Is this practice really that bad? It is when
youe “messing with someone’s forever” as
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stated by that layman in Wisconsin. A sin-
ner under conviction by The Holy Ghost,
who desires to repent and make things
right with God, will cry out without any
need of your instruction! The reason that
we find it necessary to intercede with such
a prayer, is because there is no conviction
nor repentance on the scene. I suggest that
you and I wait until the other two partici-
pants use their vehicles, and the sinner
crying out to God will take care of itself!
Besides, do you have any idea of the sweet
prayers that you are cheating yourself out
of hearing, when you interfere with man’s
practices? You may go on “leading” people
in “the sinner’s prayer”, but you have no
Bible justification for it! Keep in mind that
the very model prayer taken from Luke 18
that is used in this man-made process, that
the publican who said it was not “led” in
that prayer! It was said from his own heart
to God’s ear. Your attempt to get a feather
in your hat, could push a soul into hell!
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CHAPTER FIVE

FARMING OR
RETAIL SALES?

ne could certainly approach

the act of witnessing or soul-

winning in the wrong fashion,
if they are misled as to what it is likened
in the Bible. As a matter of fact, many of
the lectures that I have heard through the
years would definitely sway a person to the
wrong approach. I remember hearing “one
of America’s leading soul-winners” com-
ment during his teaching that the most
time that it should ever take a person to
win a soul to Christ would never exceed
twenty minutes. No wonder people push
for decisions on their first encounter with
a lost person! That would also cause a wit-
ness to stray from his own responsibility
into the area of the Holy Spirit’s and the
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sinner’s.

My guess is that the Apostle Paul didn’t
catch this fellow’s lecture, as evidenced
with his work with Felix in Acts 24:26, “...
wherefore he sent for him the oftener,
and communed with him.” The Bible
examples that exceeded twenty minutes
would cause us to bore you to death, if
we took the time to draw them all to your
attention. Witnessing is not what many
would have you to believe, a few minutes
start to finish, and you will lead people
to a genuine conversion on a regular ba-
sis. That sounds more like retail sales than
the illustration of farming that the Bible
so often refers to. That is also why people
try to do the responsibility of all three par-
ticipants instead of staying in the realm of
their own! Retail sales also lends itself to
pressure and psychology, as most of you
readers are aware of. On the other hand,
farming requires neither!

How soon we forget the parable of The
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Sower and The Seed. Or Paul’s descrip-
tion in 1 Corinthians 3:5-7, “Who then is
Paul, and who is Apollos, but ministers
by whom ye believed, even as the Lord
gave to every man? I have planted, Apol-
los watered; but God gave the increase.
So then neither is he that planteth any
thing, neither he that watereth; but God
that giveth the increase.” I suggest that
you ask any farmer if you can plant, wa-
ter, and harvest in twenty minutes! And,
as with different crops, people differ in the
amount of time it takes to plant, water, or
harvest. Similar also to farming, there are
times that you may have to replant a crop!
When I approach a soul, I never know if
the seed has been planted, nor how much it
has been watered if it is planted, but I defi-
nitely know that both are required before
there can be a harvest! A spirit-filled wit-
ness will discern whether or not the sin-
ner’s “ground” has been worked on before.
The best way to foil a situation is to plant
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when you should be watering, or water
when there needs to be planting, or to try
to force a harvest when they are not ready,
refusing to realize that that’s not your task
anyway!

To compound the problem, we have all
these “super soul-winners” writing books
that give an account of their soul-winning
experiences that reads like an instruction
manual on retail sales. There are two things
thatthey donot tellyou. Oneis, what might
have transpired in the recipient’s life be-
fore they even came on the scene, and the
other was whether or not these individu-
als ever darkened the door of a church! Let
me write about one of my personal experi-
ences much the way they would, and show
you the confusion that could result.

Several years ago, another fellow and
I embarked on an evening of visitation in
a small country town in Iowa where I pa-
stored my first church. After much prayer
and driving, I arrived at a neighborhood
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where I began to feel peace and so parked
the car. Our destination seemed to be this
small trailer court where I found myself
knocking on the first door. When no one
answered the door, we moved to the sec-
ond trailer where I was greeted by a mid-
dle-aged woman. After my very brief intro-
duction, she threw the door opened and
stated that she had been waiting for me.
As always I tried to begin the conversation
with some small talk, but was abruptly in-
terrupted by her comment, “I need for you
to tell me how to get saved!” In a very brief
period of time, I led the dear lady to faith
in Christ, and yes, she became a very faith-
ful member of my church.

IfIleave the story there, it gives the retail
sales impression, and others will go after
the same experience. But, as Paul Harvey
says, “And now the rest of the story” Af-
ter her encounter with Christ, she shared
with me that she had just returned from
Georgia, where she had been called upon
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to help an ailing sister for nearly three
months. During this three month period,
her saved sister witnessed to her on several
occasions. She persuaded her to attend her
Baptist church on a regular basis while she
was there. Her pastor visited and witnessed
to her on more than one occasion. She as-
sured her sister that though she wouldn’t
get saved then, that she would look into a
church that taught the same thing when
she got back home to Iowa, and perhaps
get saved then. She barely got her luggage
unpacked before I came to the door!

The planting was done, the watering was
done, the conviction was present and the
repentance was well on its way. All T had to
do was show up and witness the harvest!
With the “rest of the story” it is obvious
that what appeared on the surface to be a
retail sale, was indeed a farming process.
Don’t misunderstand what I am saying —
I am not saying that salvation is a process.
Salvation occurs instantaneous the mo-
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ment someone repents and turns to the
Saviour and what He did in their place at
Calvary! However, to get the recipient to
that moment takes a process that the Bible
refers to as planting and watering! To treat
the matter otherwise is to suggest that a
person is mindless and heartless.

I have had those who have implied that
the conversion experience of the Apostle
Paul refutes what I am saying in this chap-
ter. After all, his salvation story on the
road to Damascus was instantaneous and
contained no planting or watering. How
soon some have forgotten his presence
two chapters earlier in Acts at the stoning
of Stephen! Deep was the seed planted by
a young martyr who spent his last breath
asking God to forgive their actions. Within
ear shot of that prayer was Saul of Tarsus,
later to be known as the Apostle Paul. You
and I will never know this side of heaven
how much watering was added to that
seed by other Christians whom Saul sent
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to prison for their faith.

The reason my church growth far out-
weighed those who prayed with me dur-
ing a soul-winning encounter, was because
I didn’t consider soul-winning as a retail
sales process, but rather a farming experi-
ence. Sitting on the front of my office desk
were two file boxes containing the names
of folks who I was working with. I referred
to them as my “farming boxes” and treated
them as such. In a later book I am writing
entitled, “Fruit in your Basket” I will go
into greater detail as to how I worked those
boxes in my farming experiences.
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CHAPTER SIX

SNEAK UP ON THEM

ying somewhere between psychol-

L ogy and insanity enters the teaching
that you should never carry a Bible
where it is visible and can be seen by your
“victim”. Of course, the thought is that you
are more apt to get in someone’s house if
they don’t know what you are there for!
Has it ever occurred to you that if they
have no interest in the things of God, it
won't change because of your deception.
As a matter of fact, you could save your-
self a lot of time by letting people know up
front why you are there! If they have no in-
terest and refuse to let you in, that will al-
low you better spent time walking down
the street to find someone who does. The
idea that we can trick people into having
an interest in spiritual things, who would
otherwise not have, by simply “hiding our
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sword” defies the very concept that an in-
dividual must surrender their will to God
before they can be saved!

When admonished by God to “Put on
the whole armour of God...” ( Ephesians
6:11) do you really think that any part of
that armour is to be hidden? As (He in-
cludes) “..the sword of the Spirit, which
is the word of God:”, is there any indica-
tion in that text that we are to hide that
particular object that we might “sneak up”
on the enemy? I have found two very good
reasons for me to carry my sword where
people can see it. One is, I have always felt
better about an honest approach in being
straight forward with people, and they
too have felt better about me being hon-
est about my approach. And the second is,
occasion has found me in neighborhoods
that my main source of safety has been the
visibility of my Bible! It has probably be-
come evident to you that I favor Elijah’s
approach with the 450 false prophets of
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Baal as he “laid his cards on the table” and
did business for God.

Throughout my life as a Christian, I
have seen this deceptive “sneak-up-on-
them” approach cause irreversible damage
to those that it has been used on. A pas-
tor friend of mine in Minnesota secured
a meeting with a marshal-arts expert for a
service in a large public auditorium. When
the guest speaker had the posters made,
he neglected to mention that the services
would include a gospel presentation. Al-
though my pastor friend was not comfort-
able with this approach, he was assured
that this method has always increased the
crowd and the results. When the meeting
“changed gears” the verbal abuse and ges-
tures from the audience foiled any chances
of any kind of a successful spiritual out-
come! As a matter of fact you could say
that they came much closer to a riot than
to a revival! Even though lost people are
being deceived by Satan, they don’t appre-



S8 THE TECHNIQUE CATASTROPHE

ciate being deceived by God’s people! A
full year after the incident, that local pastor
was still trying to gain back the confidence
of the community. You see, not everyone
appreciates being “snuck up on”!
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CHAPTER SEVEN

STAY ON THE
SUBJECT?

I heard this taught in a soul—winning
lecture. Although I think that the intent
is probably good, once again the Scriptures
don’t always bare our man-made teaching!
Of course we should always remember why

I wish I had a dime for every time that

we are there in the first place, and keep our
goal of presenting the gospel in the fore-
front of our minds. I also agree that our ef-
forts should never be just “visitation” but an
opportunity to share the saving grace of Je-
sus Christ. However, there are some people
who are going to insist on getting answers
to their earnest questions before you can
proceed with your mission. You have prob-
ably been instructed to say something like,
“That’s a good question Joe, and I'll be hap-
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py to answer that for you as soon as you al-
low me to finish the subject that we are on.”
The instruction is to never let the recipient
move you off the subject. That’s good if you
are planning on a one-sided conversation
and the other individual is not allowed to
participate!

I'veevenheardalecturergosofarastosay,
“After you've led them to Christ they prob-
ably won't remember that question anyway,
so don't bring it up again” Then why did
you tell them that you would answer it after
you were through? Another form of decep-
tion? There are often times when obstacles
stand in the way of people getting saved, you
would do well to deal with those obstacles
in order to move them closer to the cross.
It might interest you to know that there are
scriptural teachings to that end.

Have you ever studied Paul’s approach
with Felix in Acts 24:24, 25?2 There you will
read, “And after certain days, when Felix
came with his wife Drusilla, which was a
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Jewess, he sent for Paul, and heard him
concerning the faith in Christ. And as he
reasoned of righteousness, temperance,
and judgment to come, Felix trembled,
and answered, Go thy way for this time;
when I have a convenient season, I will
call for thee” How many Bible subjects
could you fit into “righteousness” and “tem-
perance”? Enough to understand that Paul
didn’t “stay on the subject”! We have no
indication that Felix ever got saved, but we
do know that the Apostle Paul spoke to him
about a variety of subjects. I have more con-
fidence in Paul’s soul-winning course than I
do in most of the brethren’s today!

I want you to note Jesus’ teachings con-
cerning thinking things over before spiritual
decisions are made, “For which of you, in-
tending to build a tower, sitteth not down
first, and counteth the cost, whether he
have sufficient to finish it? Lest haply, af-
ter he hath laid the foundation, and is not
able to finish it, all that behold it begin
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to mock him, Saying, This man began to
build, and was not able to finish, Or what
king, going to make war against another
king, sitteth not down first, and con-
sulteth whether he be able with ten thou-
sand to meet him that cometh against
him with twenty thousand? Or else, while
the other is yet a great way off, he sendeth
an ambassage, and desireth conditions
of peace. So likewise, whosoever he be
of you that forsaketh not all that he hath,
he cannot be my disciple.” Luke 14:28-33.
Are we foolish enough to think that Jesus
encourages people to “count the cost” of be-
ing His disciple, but would not encourage a
lost man to “count the cost” of becoming a
Christian? When they ask sincere ques-
tions it is usually part of the process of them
“counting the cost” Sometimes in order to
obey some soul-winner’s lecture about “stay-
ing on the subject’, we are failing to “meet the
need” of a recipient who is simply “counting
the cost” of his or her spiritual decision!
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CHAPTER EIGHT

THE NUMBERS
RACKET

t seems as though you can’t have a

Baptist pastors’ fellowship without

hearing all kinds of numbers being
thrown around! I've heard all the justifica-
tion for it, such as, The Bible is full of num-
bers”, or,” We know how many got saved at
Pentecost,” and many such like statements,
“So it must be all right to record our num-
ber of salvations” What they neglect to
recognize about Pentecost is that Peter is
not the one making the announcement!
As a matter of fact, I challenge you to find
someone in the Bible who makes any kind
of a statement as to the number of people
they “led to The Lord” I don’t want to
sound too Biblical in our observations, but
isn’'t the Bible supposed to be our guide?
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Since this practice isn’t generated scriptur-
ally, shouldn’t we arrive at the conclusion
that it must be man-made?

I have heard it said, “It is unfortunate
that Brother So-n-So didn’t keep ade-
quate records of those that he led to faith
in Christ, so we can only estimate.” Has it
ever occurred to you that that brother may
have noticed that there was no such thing
in the Bible and therefore didn’t go down
that road? And at the risk of sounding like
a broken record, why would I keep track
of what isn’t even my responsibility? If I
were keeping records, it should be of the
planting and watering — not the increase!
I choose to let the Holy Spirit keep His
own records! Don’t you? When I first went
into the field of evangelism, a Baptist peri-
odical dropped my ad because I refused to
give them the number of “results” from my
meetings. I'm so glad that I chose this path
early on, so that I was never tempted to lie
about my meetings like the evangelist I
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spoke of in the forward of this book!

If I understand The Great Commission
correctly (Matthew 28:18-20), our respon-
sibilityisto get people saved, then baptized,
and then get them into church where they
can learn The Word. (It seems to me like
there are a lot of “bragging tallies” going
around out there about only one third of
The Great Commission!) You'll note that
the Holy Spirit didn’t .turn loose of that
number at Pentecost until all three parts
of The Great Commission were fulfilled in
those lives! Yes, 3,000 got saved, 3,000 got
baptized, and 3,000 got into church! A lit-
tle different than the missionary letter we
talked about earlier where 738 got saved,
25 got baptized, and embarrassment prob-
ably caused him to omit the number of
those 25 that were still in church!

Do as I have done and ponder David’s
great sin in numbering the people. What
made the sin so enormous that 70,000
people died as a result? We can all agree on
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the fact that it resulted from an act of dis-
obedience, but why did God forbid it to be
done, and what drove David to do it? The
contextand circumstances seem to bringus
to alogical conclusion. Measuring his great
conquering successes, David wanted the
number of soldiers that he accomplished
such tactical defeats. What he failed to re-
member is that it was not manpower, nor
his strategies on the battlefield, but rather
The God Who led and instructed him! We
are talking about a God Who will give His
Glory to no one, nor allow anyone else to
take it! I submit to you that those who have
embarked on the numbers racket are com-
mitting the same sin as David! If it is God
“who giveth the increase”, than why are
we attaching those numbers to ourselves,
thus taking the glory from God? “And Da-
vid’s heart smote him after that he had
numbered the people. And David said
unto the LORD, I have sinned greatly
in that I have done: and now, I beseech
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thee, O LORD, take away the iniquity of
thy servant; for I have done very fool-
ishly” (2 Samuel 24:10) Try that “sinners
prayer”!
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CHAPTER NINE

THE PRESENCE OF
REPENTANCE

here are so many books now avail-

able on the subject, that I hesi-

tate treading upon this ground. I
do, however, want to cover the issue well
enough to help you to understand that
where there is no repentance, there is no
salvation! The controversy may come over
the definition of repentance and not its
need. At least I hope that because the evi-
denceisso overwhelmingin the Scriptures,
that none of our dear readers are stubborn
enough to think that it is not a necessary
part of the new birth! Even though all of
us won't come up with the same word-for-
word definition of the act of repentance,
we should all agree that once enacted, it
causes a life changing result! When the
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largest percentage of our “converts” have
no desire to follow the Lord in believers’
baptism, or even come to church the first
time, perhaps it’s time we come to the con-
clusion that there was no repentance!

Two classic examples of repentance oc-
cur in the Bible, one in the Old Testament
and one in the New. Each make it evident
that repentance is both visible and life
changing. One takes place in the shadow of
the cross, as Jesus hangs between the two
thieves. The two thieves are mentioned in
all four of the gospels and produce a narra-
tive that some nonbelievers insist is a con-
tradiction. Matthew and Mark record how
the two reviled and mocked Him as did the
priests and Pharisees. John mentions no
narrative, only that they were there. Luke
chapter 23, however, tells of the repentant
thief who called upon The Saviour, ask-
ing Him to “...remember me when thou
comest into thy kingdom”. This is not a
contradiction as some suppose it to be, but
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rather an illustration of repentance played
out in the life of that thief. Is this not a
“change of heart resulting in a change of di-
rection” as some define repentance to be?
And is it not evident to all who witness it?
Can you not see the indisputable picture?
It is the Gospel that saves, and as that Gos-
pel is actually being carried out — God
places repentance right in the middle of it!
Praise be to His name, for He, at Calvary
has settled this issue of repentance for me!

Then there is the story of Jonah and
Nineveh in the Old Testament. A city and
people so wicked that God sent a preach-
er to tell them that He was about to wipe
them off the face of the earth. The preach-
er, Jonah, didn’t even care if they got saved.
The fact is, he was very disappointed when
they did! This shows you and I that it is not
the attitude of the soul- winner, but rather
the actions of the recipient that produces
repentance. After the message was given,
the admonition was then given by the king
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himself, “But let man and beast be cov-
ered with sackcloth, and cry mightily
unto God: yea, let them turn every one
from his evil way, and from the violence
that is in their hands.” (Jonah 3:8) Do-
ing so, we see the results in verse 10, “And
God saw their works, that they turned
from their evil way; and God repented
of the evil, that he had said that he would
do unto them; and he did it not.” “They
turned from their evil way”, which makes
a pretty good definition of repentance! If
it is true that repentance means a changed
heart and a changed mind resulting in a
new direction — the Ninevites had exactly
that!

Mind you, these are not the only two
examples in the Bible, but they are surely
classic ones. This is especially true at the
cross. We see repentance being acted out
right in the middle of the Gospel! The
admonition of repentance is given much
in the New Testament, without being at-
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tached to a story. To save time and space
in this book, and to satisfy your own heart
concerning this vital subject, I suggest that
you do a word study on the subject. My fa-
vorite, will probably always be Jesus’ words
in Luke 13:3 and $, “I tell you, Nay: but,
except ye repent, ye shall all likewise
perish.” Both verses read exactly the same,
and as I heard a man once say, “God nev-
er repeats Himself because He ran out of
things to say, but rather because He wants
to add emphasis to what He has said!”
One of the reasons, l am opposed to the
witness monopolizing the conversation, is
because, I believe that repentance comes
about, or can be discerned through the
recipient’s involvement. If you treat some-
one like they are mindless and speech-
less beings, and control their answers and
conversation - as most “soul-winning”
manuals instruct you to do, you are very
apt to produce a false profession. It’s kind
of like being manipulated by a high pres-
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sure salesman, and later regretting that you
ever bought the product! You have a “si-
lent salesman” (The Holy Ghost) who will
never pressure a person beyond their free
will, and if you and I will allow Him to do
His work, He will produce the conviction
that will result in repentance.
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CHAPTER TEN

ARE WE PREACHING
REPENTANCE?

ever explainedtoalostsinner, the doc-
trine of repentance. It was no shock to
me that he responded that he never went
into detail on that subject when trying to
win someone to Christ. Of course, just like
so many others, he felt that his responsi-
bility is to preach the Gospel. That sounds
good on the surface, until you begin to
meditate on some scriptural principles!
Let’s examine some passages of Scrip-

I recently asked a Baptist pastor if he

ture to see if preaching the Gospel releases
us from all other commands. Begin with
Luke 24:47 “And that repentance and
remission of sins should be preached in
his name among all nations, beginning
at Jerusalem.” We all know that to preach



76 THE TECHNIQUE CATASTROPHE

simply means to declare a truth. If we are
to preach or declare the Gospel to a lost
sinner, could someone tell me why we are
not suppose to do likewise concerning re-
pentance? If God did not want repentance
preached or declared then why did He
command us to do so?

Listen to Paul’s declaration to the church
members at Ephesus in Acts 20:20, 21.
“And how I kept back nothing that was
profitable unto you, but have shewed
you, and have taught you publickly, and
from house to house, Testifying both to
the Jews, and also to the Greeks, repen-
tance toward God, and faith toward our
Lord Jesus Christ.” While the Apostle
Paul said that repentance was “profitable”,
the average “soul- winner” today doesn’t
think that it is important enough to even
bring the subject up when working with a
lost soul! He “testified” repentance to the
lost, while today’s preacher doesn’t think
that it’s necessary to even mention it.
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In light of Jesus’ declaration that we
mentioned earlier in Luke chapter 13, vers-
es 3 and S, “ I tell you, Nay: but, except
ye repent, ye shall all likewise perish”,
why is it that we don’t even talk to the sin-
ner about it? We are supposedly trying to
keep the individual from “perishing”, but
we are not encouraged to tell them what
that word “repent” means. If this is the act
that Jesus said would keep them from per-
ishing, then I suggest, you and I take the
time to explain to them what repentance
is! That means preach repentance to them
as you have been commanded!

Have you ever asked yourself why God
thought that it was necessary to preach re-
pentance to the sinner? Could it be that
the reason may be found in Jesus’ teach-
ings at Luke 14:28-33, “For which of
you, intending to build a tower, sitteth
not down first, and counteth the cost,
whether he have sufficient to finish it?
Lest haply, after he hath laid the founda-
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tion, and is not able to finish it, all that
behold it begin to mock him, Saying,
This man began to build, and was not
able to finish. Or what king, going to
make war against another king, sitteth
not down first, and consulteth whether
he be able with ten thousand to meet
him that cometh against him with twen-
ty thousand? Or else, while the other is
yet a great way off, he sendeth an ambas-
sage, and desireth conditions of peace.
So likewise, whosoever he be of you that
forsaketh not all that he hath, he can-
not be my disciple.” The teaching is clear!
When making spiritual decisions — count
the cost! The spiritual decision in this pas-
sage happens to be whether-or-not you
want to be His disciple. Although some
would argue that the passage is not talking
about salvation but discipleship, my argu-
ment is why would He be any more con-
cerned about you and I “counting the cost”
of discipleship, than He would be about
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the spiritual decision of salvation?
Explaining what repentance means
helps the sinner to “count the cost” of
his or her decision about salvation! They
need to understand that it means a change
of heart that will result in a change of di-
rection! Since when is it wrong to share 2
Corinthians 5:17 with a lost man? “There-
fore if any man be in Christ, he is a new
creature: old things are passed away;
behold, all things are become new.” That
verse sounds like repentance in a nutshell!
I generally make a statement that goes
something like this, “If Jesus can’t do a bet-
ter job with your life than you can, what’s
the point in asking Him to come in?” Very
simply put, I think that it is wrong to give
a sinner the impression that they can take
Jesus without taking His teachings! Dear
friend, that’s not works religion, nor Lord-
ship salvation — that’s repentance! You
might find it necessary to explain to the sin-
ner that they will still make mistakes, and
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that they will never arrive at perfection in
this lifetime, but, in the same breath, you
can also inform that same sinner that the
Christian life is an honest effort to live by
His teachings.

I contend that the sinner who believes
that getting saved will not interfere with
their present life, is not ready to repent,
and you and I are better off to leave them
alone until they are willing to count the
cost! When repentance is included with
the Gospel message, you are less likely to
produce another false profession. Perhaps
that is why we are commanded to preach
both the Gospel and Repentance! When
repentance becomes part of our message,
you'll see less reports like 738 saved and
25 baptized!
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CHAPTER ELEVEN

DISHONESTY AND
PRESSURE

othing grieves the Holy Ghost

of God more, than to look down

upon a service, and see those
“dirty tools” being used in what should be
His work! By the way, if we trusted Him
to do His work, we would never put our
hands on these tools, as mechanics of spir-
itual truth! As the invitation is started, the
pastor or evangelist asks everyone to “bow
your head and close your eyes” usually fol-
lowed by “no one is looking around for the
privacy of this moment”. Often I've heard
them say “no one will single you out or
embarrass you”, or, something to that ef-
fect. The problem is — they are often ly-
ing! Someone on staff or certain laymen in
the church are instructed to “peek” as the
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invitation is carried out. A typical instruc-
tion given to the sinner goes something
like this, “If you were to die tonight, are
you 100% sure that you will go to heaven?
If not, would you slip up your hand, and,
so doing, you are saying, ‘Preacher pray
for me, I'm not sure that if I died tonight
I would go to heaven.” Often, they are as-
sured once again that no one will come
to them or embarrass them. Then, during
the invitation time they are approached by
someone — only to find out what liars we
Christians are! Any time I have ever ap-
proached someone concerning this evil
practice, I usually get a response that goes
something like this, “You mean that you
would let them die and go to hell?” You'll
not put me on a guilt trip with your dis-
honesty! This business of “the end justi-
fies the means” isn’t within ten miles of old
fashioned Holy Ghost conviction!

This wicked practice especially upsets
this author, every time I think back and
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remember its application to someone very
near and dear to me. For twenty years I
prayed for my lost older brother, that he
would come under the sound of the Gos-
pel and give his life to Christ. He was a
truck driver and spent much of his time on
the road. Even though I shared with him,
sometimes it takes another voice, when it
comes to those nearest to you. In answer
to my prayer, one day he parked his rigat a
truck stop, looked through the local phone
book to find a Baptist Church that might
send someone out to pick him up for their
services. As he told me this story, he re-
marked, “I thought that it was about time
that I found out what this thing was that
changed my little brother!” I was pretty ex-
cited about the story thus far, until he pro-
ceeded to tell me the rest. During the in-
vitation time, the pastor went through the
standard routine that I just explained, as-
suring everyone that “no one was looking
around or would embarrass them.” Well,
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to make a long story short, my brother did
raise his hand for “prayer”, and as you might
guess the assistant pastor tried to “pigeon
hole” him during the invitation. Big broth-
er sitting near the back of the church, threw
our dishonest assistant pastor against the
wall, assuring him that they were about to
have to dig his teeth out of the sheetrock!
In the process, he called him a few names,
and used some choice language that I dare
not print in this book! But don’t get too ex-
cited about my brother’s behavior, as you
can expect lost people to act like that! God,
however, doesn’t expect saved people to
act like that either, lying, you know. And,
I'm sure that that pastor is in more trouble
with God than my brother is over that par-
ticular incident!

Twenty years of prayer went right down
the drain because of some manipulative,
high pressure, dishonest Baptist pastor!
I'm glad that my brother never told me the
town, the church, nor the pastor’s name!
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It would be very easy for me to get in the
flesh and finish the job that my brother
started. As of the writing of this book, that
incident occurred 15 years ago — and my
brother is still lost. Only now he has been
given a good reason to stay away from
Baptist churches! Someone out here has
prayed 20 years or more for their loved
one’s salvation. Please don’t use deception
to try to reach them. Let’s leave deception
to the devil and his crowd!

When I was in the pastorate, I hosted
singing groups from Baptist Bible Colleges
who were instructed in this trickery. Their
chaperone or staff member would bring
the message, giving the sinner the same as-
surance that “no one was looking around”,
while all along they were instructed to
watch and then approach the lost person
raising their hand during the invitation.
That would happen just once in a church
that I pastored, before I assured my guests
that we did not lie in our services! Isn't it
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interesting to know that this is how we are
training our “young champions”? We start
them off by assuring them that they can’t
count on the Holy Spirit to do His job, so
we use dishonesty and pressure to take His
place. Isn’t that what it really amounts to?

I recently attended the services of an
evangelist who once again assured the
people that he would not come down and
embarrass or approach anyone during the
invitation time. Using this tactic to get
them to “drop their guard” and have them
feel like they are “safe” to be honest, he
then encouraged anyone in the auditorium
who had a burden for someone else in the
auditorium, to approach them and assure
them that they were willing to go to the al-
tar with them. So much for implying that
they would not be approached! And, yes,
during that invitation, a lost person left the
auditorium crying and very upset. After
being deceived that way — I don’t blame
her!
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And, while we’re on the subject of pres-
sure, do you really think that the Apostles
sang S6stanzasof “Just AsIAm?” Youwould
get rid of this attitude that “they are going
to get away and go to hell’, if you would
come back to putting some confidence in
the Holy Spirit! If you would learn to trust
Him to do what His job is, we would all get
to the Sunday buffet a little earlier! Pres-
sure is not good in an invitation; whether
it be applied to the lost or to the saved! A
guest pastor speaking in a church where I
was present at the revival services, started
into the invitation time by saying, “I'm not
inviting you to come to the altar, I'm tell-
ing you to come to the altar”, to which I re-
sponded by walking out the door! Where
do we come off taking the place of the
Holy Spirit, whether it’s with the saved or
the lost? I've witnessed so many “forced
invitations” since I've been saved, that I
begin to wonder if we Baptists believe that
there is a Holy Ghost anymore! You would
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do well to remember that you are only the
messenger boy, and the job of conviction
does not belong to you!
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CHAPTER TWELVE

MISINTERPRETATION
OF THE SOWER

- | Yhere are those who justify all their
“missing converts” with the parable
of the Sower. “Keep in mind”, say

they, “that Jesus taught that only one out

of four would make it anyway”. Of course

Jesus didn’t teach that, but when you're

grasping for straws to justify your mishan-

dling of people’s souls, I guess one misin-
terpretation is as good as another! Neither
the group on “stony places” nor the group
among “thorns” suggests in any way that
they didn’t even make it to church. To the
contrary, Matthew 13:21 says that they

“...dureth for a while...” That’s not quite

the same as never showing up for the first

church service! Similarly, Mark 4:17 reads,

“...endure but for a time..” while verse 19
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says, “..and it becometh unfruitful.” This
is not the language of someone who prayed
a prayer after someone on a street corner
somewhere, and never darkened the door
ofthe church!Perhapsthelanguage of Luke
8:13 will make it clearer to you, “They on
the rock are they, which, when they hear,
receive the word with joy; and these have
no root, which for a while believe, and in
time of temptation fall away.”

Friend, you will never use the par-
able of the Sower to justify three out of
four of your “converts” never seeing the
church house, because that is not what the
Scripture teaches at all. To the contrary, it
seems to indicate that three out of four of
the groups will make it to church, but only
one group bears fruit! Besides, to say that
these two groups represent your false pro-
fessions, is to deny that these two groups
are actually in the midst of our congrega-
tions now! There is not a pastor reading
this book that could not testify to the fact
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that they have had countless numbers of
church folks who were knocked off track
through temptations and trials! Likewise
in all of our pastorates, we have witnessed
good folks who have been fruitless due to
the lust of the things of this world. Each
of these two groups, fruitless — yes; but
never darkening the door of the church —
no! You're going to have to come up with
a better explanation of your 738 saved and
25 baptized!
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CHAPTER THIRTEEN

“YOU CAN WIN
PEOPLE ANYWHERE!”

e all have had the dubious

privilege of hearing some

great soul-winning lecture
where we were put on a guilt trip for not
having throngs of people saved in our re-
spective churches. The theme is usually,
you are lazy, or you lack a burden, or you
are not “out in the trenches”, or you are not
doing it their way, etc. etc. etc. “You can
win people anywhere!”, is the battle cry.
“It’s the same everywhere!”, echoes anoth-
er. “The gospel still works everywhere; the
problem, is that you are not working it!”
,declares another, “one, two, three, pray af-
ter me” master manipulator. Their remarks
are well meaning, if they are intending to
get people to be a witness, but, some of the
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afore-mentioned remarks are contradicted
in The Bible!

Of course, we all know that Noah
preached for 120 years without a convert!
He obviously missed the lecture, “You can
win people anywhere”! But for those of
our readers who feel as though that doesn’t
count because it is Old Testament, let’s
view some New Testament passages that
obviously missed the lecture also.

Jesus names a few cities where it seems
as though “it couldn’t be done” regardless
of what our soul-winning friends say. Let’s
begin at Matthew 11:20-23. “Then began
he to upbraid the cities wherein most of
his mighty works were done, because
they repented not: Woe unto thee,
Chorazin! woe unto thee, Bethsaida! for
if the mighty works, which were done in
you, had been done in Tyre and Sidon,
they would have repented long ago in
sackcloth and ashes. But I say unto you,
It shall be more tolerable for Tyre and
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Sidon at the day of judgment, than for
you. And thou, Capernaum, which art
exalted unto heaven, shalt be brought
down to hell: for if the mighty works,
which have been done in thee, had been
done in Sodom, it would have remained
until this day.” You wouldn’t want to tell
Jesus that it will work anywhere’ would
you?

An account is given in Luke 9:53 and
54, where two of His apostles were so up-
set that you couldn’t “win people to Jesus
anywhere” that they requested that He let
them call fire down from heaven and burn
them up. “And they did not receive him,
because his face was as though he would
go to Jerusalem. And when his disciples
James and John saw this, theysaid, Lord,
wilt thou that we command fire to come
down from heaven, and consume them,
even as Elias did?” Some of the statements
of our “Super Soul-winners” don’t seem to
line up with the experiences of Jesus Him-
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self! The difference lies in what they really
mean by “You can win people anywhere.”
They mean that you can impart intellectu-
al knowledge, or that you can manipulate
them into a prayer, or control their will —
but none of these things will bring an indi-
vidual to the new birth!!

Rather than teach His disciples that
“you can win people anywhere”, He taught
them the exact opposite! Ponder His
teaching in Matthew 10:14. “And whoso-
ever shall not receive you, nor hear your
words, when ye depart out of that house
or city, shake off the dust of your feet.”
Consider Luke 9:5. “And whosoever will
not receive you, when ye go out of that
city, shake off the very dust from your
feet for a testimony against them.” If you
can “win people anywhere” then why did
Jesus tell his disciples that there would be
entire cities that would not give ear to the
gospel? Some of us prefer Jesus’ course
over your course!
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The most refreshing missionary that I
have heard in a long time, gave his update
to our church recently. He has been in
Poland for 14 years and to date knows of
only 5 people who have been saved under
his ministry. Just like at Pentecost, he only
counts the ones who have been saved, bap-
tized, and are in the church. Most of our
“one, two, three, pray after me” fellows,
would have dropped his support a long
time ago! Myself, I would drop the guy
with 738 saved and 235 baptized, and shift
his support to the fellow from Poland!
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CHAPTER FOURTEEN

GO ALL THE WAY!

lthough some ofthe information in
this chapter may seem repetitious,
we are approaching bad practices
from a different angle. Many who teach
their “soul- winning courses” will insist
that you always go for the “gold ring on the
merry-go-round” every single time that
you have an encounter. Even though that
sounds like you are being about the Mas-
ter’s business, I'll show you momentarily
that even “The Master” didn’t practice
such an endeavor! As stated in a previous
chapter, this very thought goes contrary
to the teaching of planting and watering
in a genuine witness encounter! And, it
switches it from God’s farming illustration
to retail sales.
Watch “The Master” of soul-winning
at work with Nicodemus, in John chapter
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three. He gave him the life changing mes-
sage, let him ask Him questions, with no
pressure applied, and then let him walk
away lost! I'm sure that He would have
received great criticism from our “great
soul-winners” of today! Jesus, however, in-
corporated a unique factor that is missing
today — it’s called the work of the Holy
Ghost! Somewhere between John chap-
ter three and chapter nineteen Nicodemus
got saved. You and I don’t know where,
but as far as scripture record indicates, he
never had another physical encounter with
Jesus. What it amounts to brethren is that
the second Person of the Godhead trusted
the third Person of the Godhead to do His
designated work. I suggest that you and I
do likewise!

Another encounter with The Master was
the scribe in Mark chapter twelve. Reading
in vs. 34, “And when Jesus saw that he an-
swered discreetly, he said unto him, Thou
art not far from the kingdom of God. And
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no man after that durst ask him any ques-
tion.” Boy would Brother So-n-So be upset
with Jesus if He were his student! You see,
“not far” still meant not ready to Jesus! To-
day, someone would have “led” that scribe
in prayer and put a notch on their “soul-
winning gun.” Can we not trust that when
people are “not far from the kingdom” that
The Holy Ghost will help them to find
their way?

Then there was the Apostle Paul with
King Agrippa in Acts chapter twenty-six.
He stated the message, assured him that he
desired that he would get saved, and then
stopped short of “leading him in a prayer.”
Paul did not “go all the way”, because he
had enough spiritual discernment to un-
derstand that Agrippa was not willing to
surrender his will in this matter of salva-
tion. We have all but forgotten that man
has been made a free will creature, and that
he must make the decision, under the con-
victing power of the Holy Ghost of God,
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to surrender that will to the Saviour! Most
of our brethren operate under the assump-
tion that they must “break that will” in or-
der to get a convert saved. That’s the reason
for all the pressure and psychology in most
soul-winning courses and literatures!

So, how do we correct this “go all the
way” practice? The answer is very simple
— Never go any farther than the recipient
wants to go! When you sense reluctance
— back off! The Nicodemus’s of life will
always show up in later chapters! “But”, you
say, “what about the King Agrippa’s?” I be-
lieve that the Apostle Paul would rather be
able to say at the Judgment seat of Christ,
that his hands were free from Agrippa’s
blood, than to be told that he “pushed him
into hell” with a false profession! “But”,
you say, “the false profession was Agrippa’s
fault and not Paul’s”, to which I would say
that, “if you handled that soul contrary to
scriptural teaching — the false profession
is your responsibility!”
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CHAPTER FIFTEEN

DON'T TRUST THE
HOLY GHOST

almost feel blasphemous even writing

this as a chapter title, but I really feel as

though this is our current position, as
awhole, in the Independent Baptist move-
ment. We are indicating this in our invita-
tion services, in our personal encounters
with the lost, and in our general unwilling-
ness to let Him do His work. I don’t know
what all of the reasons are, but I do know
that much of it amounts to you and I want-
ing to “grab the glory”! For, you see, the
Nicodemus’ are not those that you can sit
around at your fellowship meetings and
brag about to the brethren! When you and
I don’t “force a prayer” on someone during
an encounter, we have no way of knowing
when the Holy Spirit completes His work
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in their hearts, so we can’t grab the glory.
Have you ever noticed that preachers don’t
usually brag about the seeding or water-
ing (which is their part of the process) but
rather “the increase” which is God’s! Have
you ever seen them pat one another on the
back because they made 25 good visits last
week? Or, what kind of notoriety do they
give one another for the number of people
they witnessed to last year?

In my earlier pastor years, I had a well-
known evangelist preach revival services
for me. When I took note that he had the
habit of coming down from the pulpit dur-
ing his invitation, and confronting those
who had “raised their hands for prayer”,
I instructed him not to do that anymore.
I was surprised at his response, when he
suggested to me that those folks would go
to hell if they left the services without be-
ing approached (pressured), and it would
be all my fault! I asked him if the Holy
Ghost was confined to his invitation, or if
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He simply didn’t know where they lived!
Needless to say, he wasn’t back for any
more meetings, by mutual consent! When
we were celebrating heaven sent revival in
our churches, nobody had to drag people
down the aisle — they ran down on their
own! That’s back when we trusted the Holy
Ghost to do His work! Let’s get back to the
old paths on this subject, and let Him work
on people, instead of us trying to take His
place!
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CHAPTER SIXTEEN

GASHMU SAITH IT!

emember back in Nehemiah
chapter six, when Sanballat and
obiah, the enemies of the Jews,

tried to get Nehemiah to meet with them
so that they could stop the building of the
walls in Jerusalem? When he refused, they
then threatened to write to the King and
tell him that Nehemiah was planning to
make himself king and rebel against Artax-
erxes. As an extra measure to make this lie
believable, they stated that they were go-
ing to tell King Artaxerxes that Gashmu
saith it was so. You’ll find this in Nehemiah
6:6, “Wherein was written, It is report-
ed among the heathen, and Gashmu
saith it, that thou and the Jews think to
rebel: for which cause thou buildest the
wall, that thou mayest be their king, ac-
cording to these words.” Whoever this
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Gashmu character was, his name must
have been much set by with the king. They
felt as though their lie would be stronger
and have a better chance of being believed,
if they were to attach Gashmu’s name to it.

It seems as though this has become the
pattern for the Independent Baptist move-
ment! As long as you can attach Brother
So-n-So’s name to an unscriptural prac-
tice, it will place more credence to a lie!
My friend, all the Gashmu’s in the world
cannot change God’s prescribed method
of working with an individual’s soul, nor
does it turn a lie into the truth! Anyone
who denies the need for conviction and re-
pentance in a soul winning experience is a
liar! Anyone who instructs you to use a ve-
hicle other than the one that has been as-
signed to you (see chapter one), is guilty of
misrepresenting God’s plan! Anyone who
indicates that your reward is based upon
how many people you “lead to Christ” has
misled you! The Gashmu’s of this world
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march on, but that doesn’t change alie into
the truth!

Perhaps our real need is to stop reading
the material of the Gashmu’s and spend a
little more time in God’s Word! Most of
our soul-winning practices line up with the
Gashmu’s and not with the Bible, which
helps me to understand why we are claim-
ing so many conversions and so few addi-
tions! If you add up the number of profes-
sions that some of our pastor friends have
each year, and multiply it by the number
of years they have been in that church, it
would in some cases exceed the number of
people that live in their area! Some of the
missionary letters that I have read lately,
brings me to the conclusion that we will
be able to call all of the missionaries home
within the next ten years, because the en-
tire population of that country will then
be saved. No beloved, improper practices
are lining people up at the gates of hell to-
day, thinking they are saved, because some
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“soul-winner” told them they were. You
have a choice. Listen to what Gashmu saith
— or what the Bible saith!
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CHAPTER SEVENTEEN

BELIEVING IN VAIN

ust as repentance was injected at the
cross, by way of the penitent thief, so

also is the false profession in the midst

the description of the gospel. Let’s note

it in 1 Corinthians 15:1-4. “Moreover,
brethren, I declare unto you the gos-
pel which I preached unto you, which
also ye have received, and wherein ye
stand; By which also ye are saved, if ye
keep in memory what I preached unto
you, unless ye have believed in vain.
For I delivered unto you first of all that
which I also received, how that Christ
died for our sins according to the scrip-
tures; And that he was buried, and that
he rose again the third day according to
the scriptures:” The word “vain” gives the
idea of idly, without reason or effect. You
know, like the tens of thousands of people
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whose “salvation” seems to have no effect
on the way they live, after they make that
“profession”!

They arrive at a salvation that has no ef-
fect on their (vein) lives, because they have
been presented with a salvation that would
not affect their lives! When is the last time
you informed a convert that the decision
you were asking them to make would af-
fect their life and living for the rest of their
pilgrim journey? Are you afraid that if you
take the time to explain “the new creature
concept” of 2 Corinthians 5:17 that you
will have one less soul to add to your re-
port? One of the phrases folks have heard
me say most over the years goes something
like this, “If Christ is not going to change
your life, what do you need Him for any-
way?” What they hear soul-winners say
the most today goes something like this,
“You don’t have to do a thing to get saved
right now.” As far as works verses grace is
concerned, that is true, but the remark can
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be, and, is very misleading. They do have
to repent you know! Repentance is a heart
attitude more than an act of works! We al-
most approach this “you don’t haveto do a
thing to get saved right now issue, as if ev-
erything will go on as “business as usual’,
from the time they get saved to the end of
their lives!

‘Then there is the matter of 2 Corinthi-
ans 7:10, “For godly sorrow worketh re-
pentance to salvation not to be repented
of: but the sorrow of the world worketh
death.” Let me paraphrase that without
doing any injustice to the teaching, “Sor-
row that is of God will work a genuine re-
pentance leading to true salvation that a
person will not turn back from, but worldly
sorrow on the other hand will accomplish
nothing.” Sounds like a pretty good dis-
tinction between a false profession of faith
and a true profession of faith! How do you
accomplish “godly sorrow” as opposed to
“the sorrow of the world”? God, the Holy
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Spirit, accomplishes godly sorrow, and
when you and I leave Him out, we arrive at
the sorrow of the world! Let the One Who
is not of this world work out the sorrow,
and you won't have to worry about arriv-
ing at worldly sorrow! I'll bet you get tired
of me going down that same road.

Remembering that “vain” means, idly,
without reason or effect, how is it that I
can avoid having people “believe in vain”?
Simply put, if you try to do the repenting,
it will have no effect toward a true conver-
sion resulting in a changed life. Likewise,
if you try to do the convicting, it will be of
no effect to the recipient! You may get him
or her to pray a prayer, but that prayer will
be “without effect”, and the vain emptiness
of their lives will be quite evident.
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Where is our remaining fruit?

“Ye have not chosen me, but I have
chosen you, and ordained you, that ye
should go and bring forth fruit, and that
your fruit should remain: that what-
soever ye shall ask of the Father in my
name, he may give it you.”
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