
 

 

  

 

SURAH AL-KAHF:     

AYAAT 1-10 

Student Appreciation Semester 

The Prophet (sallAllahu alaihi wa sallam) said:                                          
"He who does not thank people is not thankful to Allah."           
[Abu Dawud] 

Thank you,                                                                  Markazul 
Ilm LinNisaa wa Banaat 
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دُ لِلّهَ الهذَي أنَ حزَلَ عَلَى   مَح  {1}عَبحدَهَ الحكَتَابَ وَلَحَ يََحعَلح لَهُ عَوَجًا ۜ  الْح
مَنَيَن الهذَينَ يَ عحمَلُونَ الصهالَْاَتَ  رَ الحمُؤح قَ يَ مًا ليَُ نحذَرَ بََحسًا شَدَيدًا مَنح لَدُنحهُ وَيُ بَشَ 

رًا حَسَنًا   {2}أَنه لََمُح أَجح
 {3}مَاكَثَيَن فَيهَ أبََدًا 

ُ وَلَدًا وَيُ نحذَرَ الهذَينَ قَا  {4}لُوا اتَّهَذَ الِلّه
ۚ  إَنح يَ قُولُونَ إَلَه  ۚ  كَبَُُتح كَلَمَةً تََّحرجُُ مَنح أفَ حوَاهَهَمح مَا لََمُح بهََ مَنح عَلحمٍ وَلََ لَِبََئَهَمح

 {5}كَذَبًَ 
دََيثَ أَ  مَنُوا بََ ذَا الْح سَكَ عَلَى  آثََرهََمح إَنح لَحَ يُ ؤح  {6}سَفًا فَ لَعَلهكَ بََخَعٌ نَ فح
سَنُ عَمَلًً  لُوَهُمح أيَ ُّهُمح أَحح َرحضَ زيَنَةً لََاَ لنََ ب ح  {7}إَنَّه جَعَلحنَا مَا عَلَى الْح

هَا صَعَيدًا جُرُزًا   {8}وَإَنَّه لََاَعَلُونَ مَا عَلَي ح
فَ وَالرهقَيمَ كَانوُا مَنح آيََتنََا عَجَبًا  حَابَ الحكَهح  {9}أمَح حَسَبحتَ أَنه أَصح

رنَََّ  إَذح  فَ فَ قَالُوا ربَ هنَا آتنََا مَنح لَدُنحكَ رَحْحَةً وَهَيَ ئح لنََا مَنح أمَح يَةُ إَلََ الحكَهح أَوَى الحفَت ح
 {10}رَشَدًا 
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18. Surah Al-Kahf (The Cave) 
 

 

1. All the praises and thanks be to Allah, Who has sent down to His slave (Muhammad ) the 
Book (the Qur'an), and has not placed therein any crookedness. 

 
2. (He has made it) Straight to give warning (to the disbelievers) of a severe punishment from Him, 
and to give glad tidings to the believers (in the Oneness of Allah Islamic Monotheism), who work 
righteous deeds, that they shall have a fair reward (i.e. Paradise). 

 
3. They shall abide therein forever. 

 
4. And to warn those (Jews, Christians, and pagans) who say, "Allah has begotten a son (or offspring 
or children)." 

 
5. No knowledge have they of such a thing, nor had their fathers. Mighty is the word that comes 
out of their mouths [i.e. He begot (took) sons and daughters]. They utter nothing but a lie. 

 

6. Perhaps, you, would kill yourself (O Muhammad ) in grief, over their footsteps (for their 
turning away from you), because they believe not in this narration (the Qur'an). 

 
7. Verily! We have made that which is on earth as an adornment for it, in order that We may test 
them (mankind) as to which of them are best in deeds. [i.e. those who do good deeds in the most 
perfect manner, that means to do them (deeds) totally for Allah's sake and in accordance to the 

legal ways of the Prophet  ]. 
 

8. And verily! We shall make all that is on it (the earth) a bare dry soil (without any vegetation or 
trees, etc.). 

 
9. Do you think that the people of the Cave and the Inscription (the news or the names of the 
people of the Cave) were a wonder among Our Signs? 

 
10. (Remember) when the young men fled for refuge (from their disbelieving folk) to the Cave, they 
said: "Our Lord! Bestow on us mercy from Yourself, and facilitate for us our affair in the right way!" 
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What has been mentioned about the Virtues of this Surah and the first and last ten Ayat 

Imam Ahmad recorded that Al-Bara' said: "A man recited Al-Kahf and there was an animal in 
the house which began acting in a nervous manner. He looked, and saw a fog or cloud 

overhead. He mentioned this to the Prophet, who said: 

 «ا السهكَينَةُ تَ نحزلَُ عَنحدَ الحقُرحآنَ أوَح تَ نَ زهلَتح للَحقُرحآناق حرأَح فُلًَنُ، فإََنّهَ »

(Keep on reciting so and so, for this is the tranquility which descends when one reads Qur'an or 
because of reading Qur'an;) This was also recorded in the Two Sahihs. This man who recited it 
was Usayd bin Al-Hudayr, as we have previously mentioned in our Tafsir of Surat Al-Baqarah. 

Imam Ahmad recorded from Abu Ad-Darda' that the Prophet said: 

ال» جه فَ عُصَمَ مَنَ الده رَ آيََتٍ مَنح أوَهلَ سُورَةَ الحكَهح  «مَنح حَفَظَ عَشح

(Whoever memorizes ten Ayat from the beginning of Surat Al-Kahf will be protected from the 
Dajjal.) This was also recorded by Muslim, Abu Dawud, An-Nasa'i and At-Tirmidhi. According to 

the version recorded by At-Tirmidhi, 

 «فمَنح حَفَظَ ثَلًَثَ آيََتٍ مَنح أَوهلَ الحكَهح »

(Whoever memorizes three Ayat from the beginning of Al-Kahf.) He said, it is "Hasan Sahih. '' In 
his Mustadrak, Al-Hakim recorded from Abu Sa`id that the Prophet said: 

مُُعَةَ أَضَاءَ لَهُ مَنَ النُّورَ مَا» فَ فِ يَ وحمَ الَح مُُعَتَينح  مَنح قَ رأََ سُورَةَ الحكَهح َ الَح نَهُ وَبَينح  «بَ ي ح

(Whoever recites Surat Al-Kahf on Friday, it will illuminate him with light from one Friday to the 
next.) Then he said: "This Hadith has a Sahih chain, but they (Al-Bukhari and Muslim) did not 
record it.'' Al-Hafiz Abu Bakr Al-Bayhaqi also recorded it in his Sunan from Al-Hakim, then he 

narrated with his own chain that the Prophet said: 

، كَانَتح لَهُ نوُراً يَ وحمَ الحقَيَامَة» فَ كَمَا نَ زلََتح  «مَنح قَ رأََ سُورَةَ الحكَهح

(Whoever recites Surat Al-Kahf as it was revealed, it will be a light for him on the Day of 
Resurrection.) 
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َ نَ  مَ الِلّهَ الرهحْح  الرهحَيمَ﴾﴿بَسح

In the Name of Allah, the Most Gracious, the Most Merciful. 

دُ لِلّهََ الهذَى أنَ حزَلَ عَلَى عَبحدَهَ الحكَتَ بَ وَلَحَ يََحعَل لههُ عَوَجَا  مَح ماً ل يَُ نحذَرَ بََحسًا شَدَيدًا مَ ن قَ ي َ  -﴿الْح
راً حَسَنًا  رَ الحمُؤحمَنَيَن الهذَينَ يَ عحمَلُونَ الصه لَحَاتَ أنَه لََمُح أَجح وَيُ نحذَرَ  -مهاكَثَيَن فَيهَ أبََدًا  -لهدُنحهُ وَيُ بَشَ 

ُ وَلَدًا  وَلََ لََبََئهََمح كَبَُُتح كَلَمَةً تََّحرجُُ مَنح أفَ حوَاهَهَمح إَن مها لََمُح بَهَ مَنح عَلحمٍ  -الهذَينَ قاَلُواح اتَّهَذَ الِلّه
 يَ قُولُونَ إَلَه كَذَبًَ ﴾

(1. All praise is due to Allah, Who has sent down to His servant the Book, and has not placed 

therein any crookedness.) (2. (He has made it) straight to give warning of a severe 

punishment from Him, and to give good news to the believers, who do righteous deeds, that 

they shall have a fair reward.) (3. They shall abide therein forever.) (4. And to warn those who 

say, "Allah has begotten a child.'') (5. No knowledge have they of such a thing, nor had their 

fathers. Mighty is the word that comes out of their mouths. They utter nothing but a lie.) 
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The Revelation of the Qur'an brings both Good News and a Warning 

 In the beginning of this Tafsir, we mentioned that Allah, praises His Holy Self at the beginning 

and end of matters, for He is the One to be praised in all circumstances, all praise and thanks be 

to Him, in the beginning and in the end. He praises Himself for revealing His Mighty Book to His 

Noble Messenger Muhammad , which is the greatest blessing that Allah has granted the people 

of this earth. Through the Qur'an, He brings them out of the darkness into light. He has made it 

a Book that is straight, neither distorted nor confusion therein. It clearly guides to a straight 

path, plain and manifest, giving a warning to the disbelievers and good news to the believers. 

This is why Allah says: 

 ﴿وَلَحَ يََحعَل لههُ عَوَجَا﴾
(and has not placed therein any crookedness.) meaning, there is nothing twisted or confusing 

about it. But He has made it balanced and straightforward as He said; 

 ﴿قَ يَ ماً﴾
((He has made it) straight), meaning straightforward, 

 ﴿ل يَُ نحذَرَ بََحسًا شَدَيدًا مَ ن لهدُنحهُ﴾
(to give warning of a severe punishment from Him,) meaning, to those who oppose His Prophet 

and disbelieve in His Book, He issues a warning of severe punishment hastened in this world 

and postponed to the world Hereafter. 

 ﴿مَن لهدُنحهُ﴾
(from Him) means, from Allah. For none can punish as He punishes and none is stronger or 

more reliable than Him. 

رُ الحمُؤحمَنَيَن﴾  ﴿وَيُ بَشَ 
(and to give good news to the believers,) means, those who believe in this Qur'an and confirm 

their faith by righteous actions. 

راً حَسَنًا﴾  ﴿أنَه لََمُح أَجح
(that they shall have a fair reward.) means, a beautiful reward from Allah. 
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 ﴿مهاكَثَيَن فَيهَ﴾
(They shall abide therein) means, in what Allah rewards them with, and that is Paradise, where 

they will live forever. 

 ﴿أبََدًا﴾
(forever.) means, for always, never ending or ceasing to be. 

ُ وَلَدًا ﴾  ﴿وَيُ نحذَرَ الهذَينَ قاَلُواح اتَّهَذَ الِلّه
(And to warn those who say, "Allah has begotten a child.'') Ibn Ishaq said: "These are the pagan 

Arabs, who said, `We worship the angels who are the daughters of Allah.''' 

 ﴿مَا لََمُح بَهَ مَنح عَلحمٍ﴾
(No knowledge have they of such a thing, ) meaning, this thing that they have fabricated and 

made up. 

 ﴿وَلََ لََبََئهََمح﴾
(nor had their fathers.) meaning, their predecessors. 

 مَةً﴾﴿كَبَُُتح كَلَ 
(Mighty is the word) This highlights the seriousness and enormity of the lie they have made up. 

Allah says: 

 ﴿كَبَُُتح كَلَمَةً تََّحرجُُ مَنح أفَ حوَاهَهَمح﴾
(Mighty is the word that comes out of their mouths.) meaning, it has no basis apart from what 

they say, and they have no evidence for it apart from their own lies and fabrications. Hence 

Allah says: 

 ﴿إَن يَ قُولُونَ إَلَه كَذَبًَ﴾
(They utter nothing but a lie.) 
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Reason why this Surah was revealed 

Muhammad bin Ishaq mentioned the reason why this Surah was revealed. He said that an old man 

from among the people of Egypt who came to them some forty-odd years ago told him, from `Ikrimah 

that Ibn `Abbas said: "The Quraysh sent An-Nadr bin Al-Harith and `Uqbah bin Abi Mu`it to the Jewish 

rabbis in Al-Madinah, and told them: `Ask them (the rabbis) about Muhammad, and describe him to 

them, and tell them what he is saying. They are the people of the first Book, and they have more 

knowledge of the Prophets than we do.' So they set out and when they reached Al-Madinah, they 

asked the Jewish rabbis about the Messenger of Allah . They described him to them and told them 

some of what he had said. They said, `You are the people of the Tawrah and we have come to you so 

that you can tell us about this companion of ours.' They (the rabbis) said, `Ask him about three things 

which we will tell you to ask, and if he answers them then he is a Prophet who has been sent (by Allah); 

if he does not, then he is saying things that are not true, in which case how you will deal with him will 

be up to you. Ask him about some young men in ancient times, what was their story For theirs is a 

strange and wondrous tale. Ask him about a man who travelled a great deal and reached the east and 

the west of the earth. What was his story And ask him about the Ruh (soul or spirit) -- what is it If he 

tells you about these things, then he is a Prophet, so follow him, but if he does not tell you, then he is a 

man who is making things up, so deal with him as you see fit.' So An-Nadr and `Uqbah left and came 

back to the Quraysh, and said: `O people of Quraysh, we have come to you with a decisive solution 

which will put an end to the problem between you and Muhammad. The Jewish rabbis told us to ask 

him about some matters,' and they told the Quraysh what they were. Then they came to the 

Messenger of Allah and said, `O Muhammad, tell us,' and they asked him about the things they had 

been told to ask. The Messenger of Allah said, 

بُكُُمح غَدًا عَمها سَألَحتُمح عَنحه»  «أُخح
(I will tell you tomorrow about what you have asked me.) but he did not say `If Allah wills.' So they 

went away, and the Messenger of Allah stayed for fifteen days without any revelation from Allah 

concerning that, and Jibril, peace be upon him, did not come to him either. The people of Makkah 

started to doubt him, and said, `Muhammad promised to tell us the next day, and now fifteen days 

have gone by and he has not told us anything in response to the questions we asked.' The Messenger 

of Allah felt sad because of the delay in revelation, and was grieved by what the people of Makkah 

were saying about him. Then Jibril came to him from Allah with the Surah about the companions of Al-

Kahf, which also contained a rebuke for feeling sad about the idolators. The Surah also told him about 

the things they had asked him about, the young men and the traveler. The question about the Ruh was 

answered in the Ayah; 

 ﴿وَيَسح لَُونَكَ عَنَ الرُّوحَ قُلَ الرُّوحُ﴾
﴿:8517﴾.(And they ask you concerning the Ruh (the spirit); say: "The Ruh...'')  
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دَيثَ أَسَفاً  سَكَ عَلَى ءَاثَ رهََمح إَن لَهح يُ ؤحمَنُواح بََ ذَا الْحَ نَّه جَعَلحنَا مَا عَلَى إَ  -﴿فَ لَعَلهكَ بَ خَعٌ ن هفح
سَنُ عَمَلًً  لُوَهُمح أيَ ُّهُم أَحح اَ لنََ ب ح  وَإَنَّه لََاَعَلُونَ مَا عَلَي حهَا صَعَيداً جُرُزاً ﴾ -الٌَّرحضَ زيَنَةً لَه

(6. Perhaps, you would kill yourself in grief, over their footsteps, because they believe not in this 

narration.) (7. Verily, we have made that which is on earth an adornment for it, in order that We may 

test which of them are best in deeds.) (8. And verily, We shall make all that is on it bare, dry soil.) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 Surah Al-Kahf Student Appreciation Semester 

 

Do not feel sorry because the Idolators do not believe Allah consoles His 

Messenger for his sorrow   

 

 

سُكَ عَلَيحهَمح حَسَرَتٍ﴾ هَبح نَ فح  ﴿فَلًَ تَذح
  ﴿35:8﴾ (So destroy not yourself in sorrow for them.) 

 ﴿وَلََ تََحزَنح عَلَيحهَمح﴾
﴿:12716﴾ (And grieve not over them.) 

سَكَ أَلَه يَكُونوُاح مُؤحمَنَيَن ﴾  ﴿لَعَلهكَ بَ خَعٌ ن هفح
﴿:326﴾(It may be that you are going to kill yourself with grief, that they do not become believers.) 

meaning, maybe you will destroy yourself with your grief over them. Allah says:   

دَيثَ﴾ سَكَ عَلَى ءَاثَ رهََمح إَن لَهح يُ ؤحمَنُواح بََ ذَا الْحَ  ﴿فَ لَعَلهكَ بَ خَعٌ ن هفح
(Perhaps, you would kill yourself in grief, over their footsteps, because they believe not in this 

narration.) meaning the Qur'an. 

 ﴿أَسَفاً﴾
(in grief) Allah is saying, `do not destroy yourself with regret.' Qatadah said: "killing yourself with anger 

and grief over them.'' Mujahid said: "with anxiety.'' These are synonymous, so the meaning is: `Do not 

feel sorry for them, just convey the Message of Allah to them. Whoever goes the right way, then he 

goes the right way only for the benefit of himself. And whoever goes astray, then he strays at his own 

loss, so do not destroy yourself in sorrow for them.' 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.qtafsir.com/index2.php?option=com_content&task=view&id=2743&pop=1&page=0&Itemid=73
http://www.qtafsir.com/index2.php?option=com_content&task=emailform&id=2743&itemid=73
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This World is the Place of Trial Then Allah tells us that He has made this world 

a temporary abode,   

 

لُوَهُمح أيَ ُّ  اَ لنََ ب ح سَنُ عَمَلًً ﴾﴿إَنَّه جَعَلحنَا مَا عَلَى الٌَّرحضَ زيَنَةً لَه  هُم أَحح
(Verily, we have made that which is on earth an adornment for it, in order that We may test which of 

them are best in deeds.) Abu Maslamah narrated from Abu Nadrah from Abu Sa`id that the Messenger 

of Allah said: 

ن حيَا» لَفُكُمح فَيهَا فَ نَاظَرٌ مَاذَا تَ عحمَلُونَ، فاَت هقُوا الدُّ تَخح ن حيَا حُلحوَةٌ خَضَرَةٌ، وَإَنه اَلله مُسح ، وَات هقُوا إَنه الدُّ
راَئيَلَ كَانَتح فِ النَ سَاء نَةَ بَنَِ إَسح  «النَ سَاءَ، فإََنه أوَهلَ فَت ح

(This world is sweet and green, and Allah makes you generations succeeding one another, so He is 

watching what you will do. Beware of (the beguilements of) this world and beware of women, for the 

first affliction that Children of Israel suffered from was that of women.) Then Allah tells us that this 

world will pass away and come to an end, as He says: 

 ﴿وَإَنَّه لََاَعَلُونَ مَا عَلَي حهَا صَعَيداً جُرُزاً ﴾
(And verily, We shall make all that is on it bare, dry soil.) means, `after having adorned it, We will 

destroy it and make everything on it bare and dry, with no vegetation or any other benefit.' Al-`Awfi 

reported from Ibn `Abbas that this means everything on it would be wiped out and destroyed. Mujahid 

said: "a dry and barren plain.'' Qatadah said, "A plain on which there are no trees or vegetation.'' 

فَ وَالرهقَيمَ كَانوُاح مَنح ءَايَ تَنَا عَجَبًا  فَ  -﴿أمَح حَسَبحتَ أنَه أَصححَ بَ الحكَهح يَةُ إَلََ الحكَهح إَذح أوََى الحفَت ح
ءح لنََا مَنح أمَحرنَََّ رَشَدًا  فَ فَضَرَب حنَا عَلَى ءَاذَا -فَ قَالُواح رَب هنَآ ءَاتنََا مَن لهدُنكَ رَحْحَةً وَهَيَّ  نََّمح فَِ الحكَهح

صَى لَمَا لبََثُواح أمََدًا -سَنَيَن عَدَدًا  َ أَحح  ﴾ ثُُه بَ عَث حنَ هُمح لنََ عحلَمَ أَيُّ الْزَحبَينح

(9. Do you think that the people of Al-Kahf and Ar-Raqim were a wonder among Our signs) (10. When 

the young men fled for refuge to Al-Kahf. They said: "Our Lord! Bestow on us mercy from Yourself, and 

facilitate for us our affair in the right way!'') (11. Therefore, We covered up their hearing in Al-Kahf for 

a number of years.) (12. Then We raised them up, that We might test which of the two parties was best 

at calculating the time period they tarried.) 

 

http://www.qtafsir.com/index2.php?option=com_content&task=view&id=2742&pop=1&page=0&Itemid=73
http://www.qtafsir.com/index2.php?option=com_content&task=emailform&id=2742&itemid=73

