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L.earn About Functions of Ham Radio in Hanover

By Liz SAUCHELLI
Valley News Calendar Editor

Hawnover — For a 24-hour period every vear, ama-
teur radio clubs across the 1.S. and Canada compete
to see who can contact the greatest number of people
through their ham radios.

But the competition is only one aspect of Ameri-
can Radio Relay League (commonly referred to as
ARRL) Feld Day, which the Twin
State Radio Club regularly partic-
ipates in.

“It builds a skill for communi-
cating under difficult conditions,”
said Dave Colter, treasurer of the
group. Participants use the day to
test their equipment, which can be
UT & used as the primary form of com-
BOUT munication if a disaster occurs. To
demonstrate this, group members
will operate their equipment vsing
solar, battery and generator power at Richmond Mid-
dle School in Hanover.

“There’s literally thousands of stations on air
around the continent,” Colter said. In years past,
members of the group have contacted between 1,000
to 2,000 other radio operators. “We’ll have two sta-
tions on air at a time.”

The event also gives community members an op-
portunity to learn about ham radio and what draws
people to the hobby. The group has about 40 mem-
bers in the Upper Valley.

“People think that amateur radio is obsolete, but
that’s far from the case,” said Colter, adding that
there are more ham radio operators throughout the
country now than ever before.

While many are drawn to amateur radio for the
technical aspect, there’s far more to it than that.

“It's also a people hobby,” Colter said. He’s talked
to people from all over the world. “That’s a lot of
fun.”

Editor’s note: Amateur Radio Field Day begins at
2 p.m. on Saturday and runs until 2 p.n. on Sunday at
Richmond Middle School, 63 Lyme Road. The event
is free. For more informaté(l:an, visit www.wlfn.ore.

Liz Sauchelli can be reached at esauchelli@
vitews.com or 603-727-3221.




