2010 HOF Inductees: Wes Howell 

     Wes Howell was an outstanding basketball player at Castro Valley High, Moorpark Junior College and Chabot before heading to Cal on a basketball scholarship. Joe Kapp, the Golden Bears’ football coach, watched Howell in a basketball game against UCLA and thought he’d make a fine wide receiver. So, after his basketball eligibility was completed, Howell headed for Memorial Stadium and was starting at wide receiver by the third game of the 1982 season. He had 35 receptions for 589 yards in his only year of college football.
     At Castro Valley, Wes was a three-time All-Hayward Area Athletic League selection for basketball Coach Oscar Sakamoto and was All-South County his senior year. He played one season at Moorpark where he was second-team all-conference, then transferred to Chabot to play for Coach Rich Botelho.
     Howell and Lester Conner, who later was drafted in the first round by the Golden State Warriors, were the starting guards on the 1979-80 Chabot team that went 35-2 and lost to Cypress and Mark Eaton in the State JC championship game. Howell was named All-Golden Gate Conference despite missing the first half of the season with an injury.
     At Cal, Howell was moved to forward and played two seasons with the Bears. He was named both “Most Improved” and “Most Inspirational” as a senior.
     The New York Jets drafted Howell in the fourth round and tried him at tight end. Although he failed to make the final cut with the Jets, he played for the Oakland Invaders of the USFL in 1986, six games with Calgary of the Canadian Football League in 1987 and three games as a replacement player for the Oakland Raiders during the 1987 strike season.
     Wes now lives in Tarzana, Calif., with his wife, Sequoia, and two young sons, Wesley, Jr., and Jordan. He also has three daughters: Camisha, Shamaine and Ashley. 
