2. Paying attention to the language Fuller uses in making her argument, what evi-
dence of transcendentalism’s influence can you idéntify? Are there particular
words or phrases that help you see her writing as having been influenced by

transcendentalist ideas?

11-2 | Mormon Leader’s Vision of Religious Community

JOSEPH SMITH, History of Joseph Smith, the Prophet
(c. 18308}

The competing claims of religious truth that emerged from the profiferating denominations of
the era liberated some from the constraints of the church, but alienated others, including
Joseph Smith (1805-1844). Reared in western New York during the ravivals of the 1820s,
Srith was unsatisfied with the churches he knew. Spiritually driven, Smith experienced visions
foretelling the arrival of a new gospel of God, which under his personal leadership bloomed

into the church of Mormonism.

Some time in the second year after our removal o Manchester, there was ini the
place where we lived an unusual excitement on the subject of religion. It com-
menced with the Methodists, but soon became general among all the sects in that
region of country. Indeed, the whole district of country seemed affected by it,
and great multitudes united themselves to the different religious parties, which
created no small stir and division amongst the people, some crying, “Lo, here!”
and others, “Lo, there!” Some were contending for the Methodist faith, some for
the Presbyterian, and some for the Baptist. For notwithstanding the great love
which the converts to these different faiths expressed at the time of their conver-
sion, and the great zeal manifested by the respective clergy, who were active in
getting up and promoting this extraordinary scene of religious feeling, in order
to have everybody converted, as they were pleased to call it, let them join what
sect they pleased —yet when the converts began to file off, some to one party and
sorae to another, it was seen that the seemingly good feelings of both the priests
and the converts were more pretended than real; for a scene of great confusion
and bad feeling ensued; priest contending against priest, and convert against
convert; so that all their good feelings one for another, if they ever had any, were
entirely lost in a strife of words and a contest about opinions.

I was at this time in my fifteenth year. My father’s family was proselyted to
the Presbyterian faith, and four of them joined that church, namely, my mother,
Lucy; my brothers Hyrum and Samuel Harrison; and my sister Sophronia.
During this ime of great excitement my mind was called up to serious reflection
and great uneasiness; but though my feelings were deep and often poignant, still

Joseph Smith, History of the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-Day Saints, Period 1. History of Joseph
Smith, the Prophet, Intr, B. H. Roberts (Salt Lake City: Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-Day Saints,

1902), 2-13,

ﬂ kept myself aloof from all these parties, though I attended their several meet-
ings as often as occasion would permit. In process of time my mind b
somewhat partial to the Methodist sect, and 1 felt some desire to be unit _Mnm,m.ﬂ.,m
wﬁu: but s0 great were the confusion and strife among the different de ; e.Em,_
_un.:._.m\ that it was impossible for a person young as I was, and so unac noﬂ._bm‘
with men and things, to come to any certain conclusion who was rieht mmmz.;mm
was wrong. My mind at times was greatly excited, the cry and E%Eﬂ oo
great and incessant. The Presbyterians were most decided against the M«mﬂm. e
Eﬁ Methodists, and used all the powers of both reason and sophistry t S
their errors, or, at Ieast, to make the people think they were in error, On ﬁ% P e
5.59 the Baptists and Methodists in their tum were equally Nm&c.:m in e
oring to establish their own tenets and disprove all others. endea-
In the Eﬂmﬂ of this war of words and tumult of opinions, I ofter said

myself, What is to be done? Who of all these parties are 1&#.\ or, are th a
wrong together? If any one of them be right, which is if, and MoL mrwm Tk ;4 mm
While I was laboring under the extreme difficulties caused by the no:memHM HM.M

these parties of religionists, ] was one day readi .
g ding t .
ter and fifth verse, ﬂrmnr reads: d ng the Epistle of James, first chap-

If any of you lack wisdom, let him ask of i
-F O nms i
ally, and upbraideth not; and it shall be M@amM Enmw.mw giveth to all men Eber-

Never did any passage of Scripture come with more

man Emﬁ.m.:.m did at this time o mine. It seemed to mﬁmnﬂ”ﬂa@“mﬂwoww e Mm
every feeling of my heart. I reflected on it again and again, knowing that WE "
person needed wisdom from God, I did; for how to actI did w._ow Ha._oém mbM E% o
1 nn.E.,E get more wisdom than I then had, I would never know; for mﬁ” teachy mmw
religion of the different sects understood the same passages m.m Scripture mmnwm
mm.nmﬁm% as to destroy all confidence in settling the question by an mw eal no thy .
Bible. At Hm.smﬂr I came to the conclusion that I must either HmBmFWM amHMz ;
and no:mcﬂo? or else I must do as James directs, that is, ask of God. I at le mwm
came to the determination to “ask of God,” conciuding that if he mqm. wisd ﬂm»
them that Nm.nWm& wisdom, and would give liberally, and not cwgwﬁ I M,MM w“
venture. So, in accordance with this, my determination to ask of God, I mmmnm% t
the 2.oon_m to make the attempt. It was on the morning of a wmm:zm:m clear da .
early in the spring of eighteen hundred and twenty. It was the first mﬁw nm EMW
that I had made such an attempt, for amidst all my anxieties I had neve : ¢
made the attempt to pray vocally. T

. Atfter | had retired to the place where I had previously des

ing looked arcund me, and finding myself m_obM I Wzmmhmﬁ %Mwmmwﬂwowwo\mﬂmwo
offer up the Q.mm#mm of my heart to God. I had scarcely done so, when E.w.nm&x
ately I was mm.ﬁma upon by some power which entirely oqmanmm._m me, and had
such an m.mSEmEzm influence over me as to bind my tongue so that I mozﬁ not
speak. Thick darkness gathered around me, and it mmm:._m% to me for a time as if
were mocﬂma to sudden destruction. But, exerting all my powers to call upon
God to deliver me out of the power of this enemy which had seized upon me,




and at the very moment when. I was ready to sink into despair and abandon
myself to destruction—not to an imaginary ruin, but to the power of some actual
being from the unseen world, who had such marvelous power as I had never
before felt in any being —just at this moment of great alarm, I saw a pillar of light
exactly over my head, above the brightness of the sun, which descended gradu-
ally until it fell upen me.

Tt no sooner appeared than I found myself delivered from the enemy which
held me bound. When the light rested upon me I saw two Personages, whose
brighiness and glory defy all description, standing above me in the air. One of
fhem spake unto me, calling me by name and said, pointing to the other-—

THrs 15 py BELOVED Son. HeaRr Fia!

My object in going to inquire of the Lord was to know which of all the sects
was right, that I might know which to join. No sooner, therefore, did I get posses-
sion of myself, so as to be able to speak, than 1 asked the Personages who stood
above me in the light, which of all the sects was right (for at this time it had never
entered into my heart that ail were wrong)—and which I should join. I was
answered that 1 must join none of them, for they were all wrong; and the
Personage who addressed me said that ail their creeds were an abomination in
His sight: that those professors were all corrupt; that “they draw near to me with
their lips, but their hearts are far from me; they teach for doctrines the command-
ments of men: having a form of godliness, but they deny the power thereof.” He
again forbade me to join with any of them: and many other things did he say
unto me, which I cannot write at this time. When I came to myself again, I found
myself lying or my back, looking up into heaven. When the light had departed,
1 had no strength; but soon recovering in some degree, I went home. And as I
leaned up to the fireplace, mother inquired what the matter was. I replied,
#Never mind, all is well-—1I am well enough off.” I then said to my mother, “I
have learned for myself that Presbyterianism is not true.”

It seemns as though the adversary was aware, at a very early period of my life,
that [ was destined to prove a distarber and an annoyer of his kingdom; else why
should the powers of darkness combine against me? Why the opposition and per-
secution that arose against me, almost in my infancy? Some few days after I had
this vision, 1 happened to be in company with one of the Methodist preachers,
who was very active in the before-mentioned religious excitement; and, convers-
ing with him on the subject of religion, I took occasion to give him an account of
the vision which T had had. I was greatly surprised at his behavior; he treated my
communication not only lightly, but with great contempt, saying it was all of the
devil, that there were no such things as visions or revelations in these days; that
all such things had ceased with the apostles, and that there would never be any
rmore of ther. I soon found, however, that my telling the story had excited a great
deal of prejudice against me among professors of religion, and was the cause of
great persecution, which continued to increase; and though I was an obscure boy,
orlly between fourteen and fifteen years of age, and my circumstances in life such

i

as to make a boy of no consequence in the world, yet men of high standing would
take notice sufficient to excite the public mind against me, and create a bitter per-
secution; and this was common among all the sects-—all united to persecute me
It caused me serious reflection then, and often has since, how very stran m..w
was that an obscure boy, of a little over fourteen years of age, and one, too M&H
was doomed to the necessity of obtaining a scanty maintenance Em his ua mo
_m&ob should be thought a character of sufficient importance to attract the mxm d
Hon of the great ones of the most popular sects of the day, and in a manne T
create in them a spirit of the most bitter persecution and reviling. But mthqm .
not, so it was, and it was often the cause of great sorrow to myself. moémﬂwn o.H
was bmwmﬂm,_m_mmm a fact that [ had beheld a vision. T have thought since, that I mmm
much like Paul, when he made bis defense before King Agrippa, and m&mwma th
account of the vision he had when he saw a light, and heard a .qom“um. but still m._mmm
were but few who believed him; some said he was dishonest, omwm“..m said he Emm
Em&. m.na he was ridiculed and reviled. But all this did not destroy the Teality ON
his vision. He had seen a vision, he knew he had, and ali the persecution unde
heaven could not make it otherwise; and though they should persecute him :EM
nmmmmr yet he knew, and would know to his latest breath, that he had both seen a
rm.? and rmma a voice speaking unto him, and all the world could not make him
think or believe otherwise. So it was with me. T had actually seen a light, and in
the midst of that light I saw two personages, and they did in reality mwmmw to me;
and though I was hated and persecuted for saying that I had seen a vision, vet wm
was true; and while they were persecuting me, reviling me, and m@mmﬁw._w all
manner of evil against me falsely for so saying, I was led to say in my heart, Wh
persecute me for telling the truth! I have actually seen a vision, and wha mg\ I m._mum
I can withstand God, or why does the world think to make me deny what I have
actually seen? For L had seen a vision; 1 knew it, and I knew that God knew it, and
Tcould not deny it, neither dared I do it, at least { knew that by so doin T,.moEm
offend God, and come under condemnation. ®
H.rm& now got my mind satisfied so far as the sectarian world was concerned;
that it was not my duty to join with any of them, but to continue as I was :bE
further directed. I had found the testimony of James to be truze, that a man who
facked wisdom might ask of God, and obtain, and not be mﬁwnmmmma.

Chapter [I: The Visitation of Moroni—
Existence of the Book of Mormon Made Known

I continued to pursue my common vocations in life until the twenty-first of
September, one thousand eight hundred and twenty-three, all the time suffering
severe persecution at the hands of ail classes of men, both religious and irreli-
gious, because [ continued to affirm that I had seen a vision.

During the space of time which intervened between the time I had the vision
wﬁ.ﬁw the year eighteen hundred and twenty-three—having been forbidden to
join any of the religious sects of the day, and being of very tender years, and



persecuted by those who ought to have been my friends and to have treated me

kindly, and if they supposed me to be deluded to have endeavored in a proper .

and affectionate manner to have reclaimed me-—! was left to all kinds of tempta-
tions; and, mingling with all kinds of society, I frequently fell into many foolish
errors, and displayed the weakness of youth, and the foibles of human nature;
which, I am sorry to say, led me into divers temptations, offensive in the sight of
God. In making this confession, no one need suppose me guilty of any great or
malignant sins. A disposition to commit such was never in my nature. But I was
guilty of levity, and sometimes associated with jovial company, etc., not consis-
tent with that character which ought to be maintained by one who was called of
God as I had been. But this will not seem very strange to any one who recollects
my youth, and is acquainted with my native cheery temperament.

In consequence of these things, I often felt condemned for my weakness and
imperfections; when, on the evening of the above-mentioned twenty-first of
September, after I had retired to my bed for the night, I betook myseif to prayer
and supplication to Almighty God for forgiveness of all my sins and follies, and
also for a manifestation to me, that I might know of my state and standing before
him; for 1 had full confidence in obtaining a divine manifestation, as I previously
had one. While I was thus in the act of calling upon God, I discovered a light
appearing in my room, which continued to increase until the room was lighter
than at noenday, when immediately a personage appeared at my bedside, stand-
ing in the air, for his feet did not touch the floor. He had on a Ioose robe of most
exquisite whiteness. It was a whiteness beyond anything earthly Ihad ever seen;
nor do I believe that any earthly thing could be made to appear 50 exceedingly
white and brilliant, His hands were naked, and his arms also, a little above the
wrist; so, also, were his feet naked, as were his legs, a little above the ankles. His
head and neck were also bare. I could discover that he had no other clothing on
but this rabe, as it was open, so that I could see into his bosom. Not only was his
robe exceedingly white, but his whole person was glorious beyond description,
and his countenance truty like lightning. The room was exceedingly light, but
not so very bright as immediately around his person.

When 1 first looked upon him, I was afraid; but the fear soon left me. He
called me by name, and said unto me that he was a messenger sent from the pres-
ence of God to me, and that his name was Moroni; that God had a work for me to
do; and that my name should be had for good and evil among all nations, kin-
dreds, and tongues, or that it should be both good and evil spoken of among all
people. He said there was a book deposited, written upon gold plates, giving an
account of the former inhabitants of this continent, and the source from whence
they sprang. He also said that the fullness of the everlasting Gospel was con-
tained in it, as delivered by the Savior to the ancient inhabitants; also, that there
were two stones in silver bows—and these stones, fastened to a breastplate, con-
stituted what is called the Urim and Thummim— deposited with the plates; and
the possession and use of these stones were what constituted “Seers” in ancient
or former times; and that God had prepared them for the purpose of translating
thebook.. .. :

Again, he told me, that when I got those plates of which he had spoken—for
the time that they should be obtained was not yet fulfilled —1I should not show
them to any person; neither the breastplate with the Urim and Thummim; only to
those to whom I should be commanded to show them; if I did I mrwcﬁww
destroyed. While he was conversing with me about the plates, the visjon W .
opened to my mind that I could see the place where the plates were de 0sit Mm
and that so clearly and distinctly that I knew the place again when I im#%@ :H <

After this communication, I saw the light in the room begin to gather i :
diately around the person of him who had been speaking to me, E,_M it nosm.hbgw
to do so until the room was again left dark, except just around him; ..i“pm
instantly I saw, as it were, a conduit open right up into heaven, and he mm”nm:mmmhw

il he entirely disappeared, and the room was left as it had been b ;
nly 1i y efore thi _
enly light had made its appearance. re this heay

READING AND DISCUSSION QUESTIONS

1. What does Smith’s account suggest about the historical _ igi
. context of religion dur.
ing m.ﬁ Hmwam‘mbn 1830s? How would you characterize Smith's vmnmﬁmnnm..m on the
existing religious denominations of his day?

2. How might you account for the timing of Smith’s visi i
: ons, the first of which
occurred in 1820 when Smith was only fourteen? What details from his Eonm.
raphy, as he shares them here, shed light on his life and his early visions?

3. How might a historian explain the success of Smith’s mini .
and 1830s? P $ ministcy during the 1820s

11-3 | Remembering Bowery Culture

>ww>§n.Ubﬁo?hamwbawmc&waﬁ.nwmwwonwmahﬂﬁmm:
New York (1882) .

The transcendentalist world—airy, abstract, inteltect i i

, ’ ual—contrasts sharply with the view
Abram C. Gmﬁon.c wﬁ 8-1877) omm.".mn of Naw York's urban culture during the 1840s. Dayton
was one of the city's elites, and his memoir captures the spirit of a city in transiticn. In the
selection excerpted here, Dayton describes the “Bowery Boys,” whose distinctive style of dress
wma Eo}sm-n._m% ncnm:m snubbed the expactations of upper- and middle-class respectability.

€se young, indepenadent, unmarried men, freed from parental restraint, i in lei

pursuits they defined and controlled, ° i induiged n efure

A considerable element in the [fire] department was composed of a class known
as “Bowery boys,” peculiar in dress, gait, manner, tone; an inimitable species of
the race, attempted for some time to be copied on the stage, but the porlraiture

Abram C. Dayton, Last Days of Knickerbocker Life in New York :
e C Day of ife ork {(New York: George W. Harlan,



