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Abstract: This article draws an outline of the social andifichl currents
running background during the First World War. Wiend to appreciate
values and ideas that we have inherited from thioses.

At the beginning of this dissertation it has beeaceéd a historical
framework of this struggle for the reader to takeu@e of his size. The
following text in the body seeks an introductiosaaial status and then it
will be broken down by fronts, without being exhies but to provide an
outline of what was happening then. The frontsudised in the text are
the Western Front, the Italian and finally the Mield&East through films of
British, French and Australian flmmakers of thdiedd side. On every
front we analyze films that portray interesting ests that are credible to
what might happen to the protagonists of this iestbry.

1. Introduction

In the bloody conflict that lasted from July 28,189until November
11, 1918, a total of fifty-two months seventeen rdaes participated,
including the most powerful at the time and a lapget of the population
of these countries was involved in the conflict.

According to Gilbert (2004:13) the First World Wdrad an
approximate cost of almost fifteen million livestiotal, between military
and civilians, a figure that puts us on notice dbthe human and
economic wear of this conflict. Even so, there éistussion about which
of the two World Wars, the First and the Seconds th@ most dramatic in
terms of lack of respect for human rights in theatment of members,
military and civilian of the opponent side. Hobsla2002) points to the
Second because only 5 percent of those who digdoridd War | were, in
fact, civilians. It was always thought in termsregpect for human rights
that WWII has been worse, especially if we thinkNz#zi death camps,
although in the first War they were committed alsusech as occurred in
the assault on the Sabac Serb population at thdshafrthe Austrian army,
where the soldiers rounded up civilians, then tlsypt, slaughtered
children and raped women (Gilbert, 2004:77).
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Despite its remoteness in time, in the First WoNdr were at stake
concepts that continue to shape our values anddwaeivs today. In this
article we address the social portrait of this waa time of change, in its
various fronts, through historical research andierey by way of
illustration, classic feature films about the waTherefore, the
methodology of this work will consist, first, insgnthesis of the historical
literature review regarding the contest and, on adkiger hand, in the
selection, viewing and interpretive analysis of sditms from the thirties
of the twentieth century until the early years loktcentury. We believe
that they have followed in their vision of the smxonomic strife picture
of that era of the early twentieth century.

If we recall the facts, the war started by the Balkonflict following
the assassination of Archduke Franz Ferdinand dftrfeuin Sarajevo.
Due to that fact the Austro- Hungarian Empire, witle support of the
German Empire declared war on the Kingdom of Serbleen Russia
mobilized militarily and the German Empire declaxear then. The bout
was established between major empires. The sidieeoAllies consisted
of: the Russian Empire, France, UK, Belgium, JapHaly, USA,
Portuguese Republic, the Kingdom of Greece, the g#am of
Montenegro, the Kingdom of Romania, the Kingdon&efbia and United
States of Brazil. The other side, the party of Thiple Entente or Central
Powers consisted of: the German Empire, the Austtmgarian Empire,
the Ottoman Empire and the Kingdom of Bulgaria. Teasons for the
war Sesé summarizes:

In the case of the Great War would be wrong to dvedirthe blame on
the military rivalries, diplomatic, territorial oeconomic. They also had
very strong cause of the conflict a set of ideasthe cult of moral and
patriotic values that carried the germ of militaxiand xenophobia or the
awakening of national consciousness against othienicities before
closer. These postulates were the breeding grotiadgooup climate that
led to the vast majority to think that war was fastest way to solve all
your problems, sometimes antagonistic and thusyalid problems.

The battles took place in several fronts locateHurope, Asia (briefly
in China and the Pacific Islands) and Africa. Peopiten speak of : the
Western Front , the Eastern Front , the ltaliantfiche Balkan front , the
front of the Middle East, the war in Africa , themin the Far East and the
Pacific and the war at sea.
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United States had the most benefits from this vear,long and
expensive economically for everyone, as evidencadzéi:

Remember that U.S. supremacy is not from a supéndustrial or
technological development, but is a product of Eiret World War, from
which he emerged as the great global financialitred

A significant change of the First World War was thatual
disappearance of the encounter in battle “chivalrogace to face . The
two opposing sides invested great resources innting ever more
dangerous weapons, causing great alarm among thieigents in the
contest and in the families of these. These dewedmps highlighted:
tanks, planes, and gases, as Rio - Chiriboga pamhfranco -Paredes:

The German Army developed a program for the craatfobiological
weapons during the First World War. THhgacillus anthracis and
Burkholderia malleiwere used by the Germans to contaminate cattle was
exported to Russia.

Also Nievas (2007:5-6) confirms the use in this tesh of
psychological warfare, whose prospects had alrbaéy studied by social
scientists as the German Max Weber showed in thesgs :

There can be no peace in the economic strugglexistence only to
confuse appearance with reality can believe ttaptraceful enjoyment of
life is what will the future hold for our descend®i..) It is our mission to
teach our successors the way to peace and hunmsfiact&in, but rather to
show the eternal struggle for the maintenance awitivation of our
national integrity.

However, according Nievas the professionalizatibrthcs procedure
and incorporation into the military structures ofoc®logists,
communication experts, psychologists, anthropotsgis try to confuse
the enemy, gaining allies and strengthen own selspective , did not
occur until World War (Nievas , 2007:5-6) .

2. State of question and Social Portrait

Few documentaries have been preserved of the \Fiosld War and
we must go back to 1964 to find a series produgethé BBC with the
title of “The Great War “. Some documentaries orstEen Europe and
Russia, rescued by producer Wark Clemens and imfylsistorian Hew
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Strachan, tried to reflect the global conflict psky the war, as a
counterpoint to Anglophone emphasis had been givethe analysis of
the Western Front creating the popular conceptiohowv essential was
Britain's involvement in the conflict. These docuntaies tried to recover
social considerations of war that prevailed beftseanalysis fell into the
hands of writers and novelists of the late '20sa($tan, 2004:15-16) .

José Maria Sesé describes some social featurde anthusiasm of
young people to enlist and go into battle, becasysdted nationalism.
And also this historian adds certain specific dotensformations in the
First World War, or in subsequent years as a resuit, such as: the
incorporation of women into the workplace in geharad some particular
work , the exodus from the countryside to the sitithe appearance of the
new rich because commercial speculation militaryiggent and the
promotion of radical political movement followindhe reentry of ex-
combatants, creating a social environment very ertm this type of
movement (Sesé, 1998 : 904-905) . From this saromlsaew Gilbert
says the appearance, during the conflict, of amtifealing of certains
movements, such as the British party: Liberal pta#dnd trade union or
anti-war sentiment, as the group of Russian sat®&lcalled Social
Democratic Party (2004 : 72-74), etc. .

Although in the historical-political context impalist states still
prevailed, the Russian revolution was already prteatbackground, and
therefore, the ideas attached to it: the ideolofyglass struggle as the
effective power of change and the democratic sfihese democratic airs
were reflected in the battlefield of the First WbWar, where people from
very different social classes were fighting togetfue the same reasons.
Some authors like Touraine and De Freitas haverresfeto the
development of this democratic spirit from the enthe First World War:

Only when the modernization effort leads to figgtiarchaic forms of
social domination is when the new bourgeoisie distadd a partnership
with the popular classes against an oligarchy ngstin its old mode of
production develops democratic spirit. This prockas ancient origins,
but has taken a particular strength in the aftemrothe First World War
(Touraine and Freitas, 1996:243).

All these aspects mentioned give the keys to utaiedsg the great

social transformation that was germinating in siyciat that time, as
discussed below.
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The supply of films about World War is varied, aall she has
familiarized and popularized, in a way, what hagzem it to the next
generations.

The films we have selected for this work are theeeghfronts we
considered most representative. The works are yuBritish, American,
French, Belgian and Australian directors, thatlgays from the point of
view of the Allies. With this selection we try toake the study of three
specific cases, but non- represent this complexagaa whole, due to the
varying number of nationalities involved and theimas existing fronts,
as we raised at the beginning of this work. We mgsthat this analysis
are beyond other notable films @ergeant YorkHoward Hawkes , 1941),
Wings (Willian Wellkman , 1927) The African QueerfJohn Houston ,
1951),The Blue MaxXJohn Guillermin, 1966) ecc...

2.1. The Western Front

The film The Red Baromy American director Roger Corman (1971)
was set in the year 1916, a very detailed viewhefgocial status of the
First World War, and also describes visually thia$ive possibilities of
air force in that contest, and the developmentpafcalized aircraft in
those years of war.

The transition from war of “chivalry and honor" amother war "cruel
and shameless” is masterfully reflected by the atime through
confrontation in the air of the leading antagonistghe film: the noble
German, Manfred von Richthofen, and middle-classad&an, Roy
Brown. At the beginning of the war the air forcesravformed following
the dissolution of the detachments of cavalry, sojdined in military
belonging to the nobility, who were the ones whinaduced this aspect "
chivalrous " to war, but as the war progressed @slialties grew, these
were covered with middle-class soldiers hastenedrdmsition in the type
of war to develop in the future.

Civic behavior changed and there was no longeretsd the rule of
honor as toast the enemy when they have to lookdbthe enemy needs
help, or to respect hospitals and healthcare in attacks. All that
disappeared, and gradually on both sides it wasdnted lines of action
in the face of France inducing: to finish enemiathlessly as they landed
safely after being shot, to end the life of theopiand to completely
disable the appliance down, strafing and droppimglis on hospitals and
health service despite being marked with the redsrThe upper class
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saw it as a loss of values , while the middle cisgnated it as a change,
as the triumph of new rules of action due to a sewial order and the
access of middle-class military command posts whiesedecisions were
made.

Also significant is how the film portrays the pegmandistic use of the
media (print and audiovisual documentaries) toteréae epic image of a
youngster Von Richthofen and encourage the hop&Sesman military
camp. It is also reflected very well in this filimet desire for revenge of the
German military, even though they knew they weseng the war, agreed
to provide start another war that could fulfill théesire to form an empire
and revenge British betrayal.

In one scene of dialogue between the Baron andather, the latter
socialist rants about the threat in magnified teramsl says flatly that "the
army is responsible for ending the mob of socElisOn this issue
gualifies us Nievas “Just over a century laterhwtite socialist revolution
of 1917 reappeared association between Bolshevigigh terrorism
“(2007:3).

The western front also appears in the film by thienEh director
Frangois Dupeyron entitle®fficers Pavilion(2001), based on the novel
by Marc Dugain. The film revolves around the prataigt an engineer,
Adrien, to which a shell will disfigure the faceetlirst day of the war.
From that moment the film tells the psychologicatl ghysical suffering
of the lieutenant for four years in row officers\tdl de Grace Hospital in
Paris, together with other colleagues. Plasticeyrgvas not as developed
yet and faces not just are pleasing to the eyey-thed many operations
many times to the point of needing to hide the céfd part. The film
shows when convalescents have suicidal feelingsaatully one of them
when he feels rejection by his family, finally contensuicide. It also
portrays a strong female figure. Margarite is averdrench nurse
volunteer in the war that is being disfigured arldoabecome deaf.
Margarite decides to live in a apartment becausedghnot want to return
to frivolous world of high-born family. Her two hiteers didn’t
volunteered in the war and she, for their high een$ patriotism,
considered them cowards. The characters when theemds must face
how to deal with his new appearance, despite bé#agured as war
heroes. The film was nominated for the Palme d'OCannes for best
picture in 2001.
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In the film ZeppelinBelgian director Etienne Perier, (1971) portrag th
bombings carried out by this ship that reach gneaght and it was hard to
take down while it was bombing. In a special missamnducted by the
Germans in attacking a Scottish castle where yey Haved the historic
treasures, Germans make use of mustard gas adgitish Guardian,
which is reflected the use of chemical weaponsis war. It also appears
a female character with university studies, Erdaaeronautical engineer,
married to the German professor Altschul, whichuaes great strength in
the development of history.

Paths of Glory (1957) labeled a large perfectionism by director,
Stanley Kubrick, which also portrays this front. rlises the issue of
mutiny by soldiers to orders that do not seemedibnand because of
this suffering trial of war later. The mutiny issarious offense; it breaks
the military rule of obedience, a firmer rules abthe hierarchy, pillar in
order to have internal structure within the armg emwork as one team.

According to Martin Gilbert (2004:437) the war been trenches
much time allowed soldiers critical reflection abahe purpose and
consequences of the war, and these feelings wefiectea in
correspondence with their loved ones.

2.2 Theltalian front

Balardini (2000) says precisely the case of an Aecaerjournalist and
writer, Nobel laureate Ernest Hemingway, which sawed struggle on
this front and rising of social changes. Balardilsio discusses some of the
social and cultural dilemmas that time among yopegple:

In the first war , a significant number of young meyoung adult
individuals are going to war , and women have tketgare of the
production unit and the playback unit , ie , theyé to take care of the
family and working. This will disrupt some commoense and settle the
basis of strong cultural changes related to theeptd women and men in
society.

On the other hand, it appears certain defianceyafumger generation
of middle class- and even some elite youth- that iead the lost
generation; “the lost generation” that, out of @xtf it comes today to
challenge many young people. However, the Lost Gdéiom was
composed, among others, by Ernest Hemingway, wihtesature, besides
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being excellent, spoke of social and cultural retet strongly disruptive
with the generation of their parents.

For these young people, their parents' values datoeconflict with
the realities effective they are seeing, and a \&trgng modernization
also, then it will generate inadequacies in theseng eyes are having
about their own situation and of what society egpes about it by
previous generation, and there appears a phenomehsmptive
(Balardini, 2000:15) .

The film Farewell to armsstarring Gary Cooper is based on a novel
published in 1929 by Ernest Hemingway who livednfr@bout this
scenario, then enlisted as an ambulance drivehertalian front. In this
film the director considers how an internationalugle is formed by
infatuation and not by concert or economic inteesstt was usual. It is a
story set in the Italian front led by an Americaredtor, Frank Borzage
(1932). The story tells abour a U.S. military mediicolunteer that meets
a British nurse who lost her boyfriend earlier lre twar. The American
soldier is able to defect as long as he knows ffis i pregnant and alone.
We found two social ruptures at this time. Thetfissthe defection of the
soldier for personal reasons, and the second isthiey are married in
secret by the adverse circumstances of the wary Ttary when he is
hospitalized by a priest who takes pity on theadian of them. It also
portrays the hardship and cutting supplies. Thesewis an example that
women can be more independent and with a healfession so needed at
war time.

In both fronts, is it showed the number of deathd @juries that
claimed that war, as well as the emotional, theaitars, for the loss of
loved ones, friends or colleagues.

2.3. Thefront of the Middle East

The film Lawrence of Arabiadirected by Sir David Lean (1961)
recounts the events Middle Eastern Front duringydegs 1916-1918. The
military intervention of the British character isl £pic and renowned in
England perhaps encouraged also by the aforemetionlt film. His
intervention was decisive in the Arab revolt comahesh by Prince Faysal
against the Ottoman Empire in the beating endednmEs Edward
Lawrence reached up to lieutenant colonel, butvbisation was to be a
archeology writer. In his tenure at the intelligerservice is known for his
feat of dressing up and impersonating an Arab. inbook The Seven
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Pillars of Wisdom(1922) does not cease to amaze audience withtahe s
of unfortunate physical abuse he was subjectedhbyQttomans who
captured him - in which it is assumed that theyethpim, 'for had very
large consequences, as he admits: "It helped me with a burden that
the passage of time did not fail to confirm: thathe citadel of Deraa that
night my integrity had been irrevocably lost.” (cadpXXX , 2007 ) .

The film Gallipoli tells the costly Australian campaign against the
Turks. The film is directed by Australian filmmakdteter Weir (1981).
They portray the illusions of six young Australiass enthusiastic,
patriotic and innocent; they decide to enlist ia thar in the spirit of the
time. They move to Cairo and then to Gallipoli, Hey, where they have
to act in the Battle of the Nek. In the battle tleye to simulate an attack
like distraction strategy from the trenches wittydoaets in order that the
British troops could disembark. Due to poor commation coordination
between superiors are depleted in a meaninglessutifed attack on the
falling dead right out of the trench. Only one loéin survives, an athlete,
Frank, who acts as broker, and tries to save cayityie general's order not
to attack more. But despite striving and endanpesréife running through
the lines, he did not arrive on time.

3. Conclusions

We can tell from the above that the First World Vdagins to look a
step in a stratified social status, with a stroongimand of the upper class
to a more democratic social state. In the miliféeid it is seen as a loss of
values , for example, the honor when complying wititom you fight, or
the lack of ethics in the use of weapons such astardi gas shelling
civilians.

However, in the battlefield are other democratiduga, such as
fighting shoulder to shoulder regardless of soaddss, where the
prevailing pragmatic value of solidarity and scapfecommon societal
aims. It begs the diversity of views when partitipg in the war and , if
possible, the paradox of idealization of war thtodage Media with the
aim of morale in a war so long, facing the critigcedw of those who were
experiencing the rigors of war in their skin.

It is also discovered the negative effects of s, as the testimony
of physical and moral suffering human loss or dagnelgaracteristic of a
situation where the medicine was still in progresgarding surgery.
Disruptive behavior is also compared to militanamstards such as
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desertion, mutiny, or experience of the absurdhan ¢ase of loss of life
due to lack of communication or military negligence

The collective experience after the war is losirgeaeration of young
people who enlisted in the war and did not retamg the experience of
other traumas as massacres and rapes, etc. . .

The portrait of the woman is on one hand, with tilaglitional role of
family as a mother, but on the other, it appearseicome a woman more
educated, braver, with professional development,th wigreater
independence to be moved and travel, with the pilisgiof marrying
individuals of another nationality, and with sigo#nt action and
involvement in war.
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