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Venezuela:
Reinventing the 
Academy and building a 
global country

Our vision:
Planning the future 
and implementing 
the present.

José Cheo Silva
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1961

PhD Physics 1988

BSc Physics 1979

1979-2009

2010-todayWho am I?



From a country of immigrants to 
a country of emigrants
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https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:COB_data_Venezuela.png
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Our University is 
under siege



Number of scientific papers published 1996-2019 



• 2018 Latin american Alliance for Capacity Building in Advanced physics LA CoNGA physics

• 2015 Pierre Auger Observatory

• 2012 Europe Latin America Collaborative e-Infrastructure for Research Activities (ELCIRA)

• 2012 Coordination and Harmonisation of Advanced e-Infrastructures for Research and 
Education Data Sharing (CHAIN-REDS)

• 2010 Centro Virtual de Altos Estudios en Altas Energías CEVALE2 y luego CEVALE2VE

• 2010 Co-ordination and Harmonisation of Advanced e-INfrastructures CHAIN

• 2010 Grid Initiatives for E-Science Virtual Communities in Europe and Latin America (GISELA)

• 2008 Latin American Giant Observatory LAGO

• 2008 E-Science Grid Facility for Europe and Latin America EELA2

• 2006 E-Infrastructure shared between Europe and Latin America EELA

• 2005 High Energy Physics LatinAmerican-European Network (HELEN)

• 1989 1990 1992 2000 ICTP schools in Physics/Astrophysics/Networking/HPC Co
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http://cordis.europa.eu/project/rcn/104131_en.html
http://cordis.europa.eu/project/rcn/104131_en.html
http://cordis.europa.eu/project/rcn/104131_en.html
http://cordis.europa.eu/project/rcn/104593_en.html
http://cordis.europa.eu/project/rcn/95836_en.html
http://cordis.europa.eu/project/rcn/95925_en.html
http://cordis.europa.eu/project/rcn/95836_en.html
http://cordis.europa.eu/project/rcn/95836_en.html
http://cordis.europa.eu/project/rcn/86622_en.html
http://cordis.europa.eu/project/rcn/80129_en.html
http://www.roma1.infn.it/exp/helen/


Ilustración de Ada Peña para la Revista Persea. Muchos colaboradores faltan en esta foto!10
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Venezuelan expatriates teaching 
physics by videoconference to 
students in Venezuela
It is a highly qualified group of that 
Venezuelan exodus that is in Europe 
and the U.S. and does not want to stop 
having contact with their country. Most 
of them are in their thirties and can be 
found in some of the most important 
scientific research centers in the world.



http://www.cevale2ve
.org

• Inspiring physics students

• Building scientific bridges between 
Latin American countries

• Expand the support network for 
young students and researchers

12



What we dare (modestly) to call achievements
• +120 students in our courses in Venezuela, Colombia and Peru
• 20 have participated in international schools, 6 in masters programs and 5 in doctoral programs
• Hundreds of hours of audio-visual material available to the public
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Funded by the European Union Erasmus+
Modernization of the educational system based on:
Virtual learning platform
Teaching laboratories
Scientific and technical internships
3 years, starting in 2020
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Three moments

•Today
•The Day After
•Tomorrow
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Three moments: 3R
•Today
•Resilience 
•The Day After
•Reconstruction 
•Tomorrow
•Remembrance
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José Cheo Silva



Today = Resilience  
Supporting together as a global country

A country in the diaspora 

• Moving researchers to maintain health
• Cooperate, cooperate to keep the dreams
• Supporting, promoting students abroad 

D-Day = Rebuilding
Planning How & where to Start

• Repatriating talent
• Rearranging the academic fabric
• Cooperate, cooperate to rebuild dreams

Tomorrow = Remembering
Planning the future, implementing the present

• Looking at ourselves in the mirror of our 
mistakes

• From fast track to evolutionary marathon
• Cooperate, cooperate to evolve dreams

Tres R, Tres Obviedades
y una simultánea en tres tableros
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Thanks 
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and... next year in Merida


