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LOON FACTS by dnr.state.mn.us 

Did you know…    That loons have solid 

bones, unlike other birds, making them less buoyant and 

better at diving?  That loons need a runway of 100 to 600 

feet to gain enough speed for liftoff?  That loons have four 

distinct calls – tremolo, wail, yodel and hoot?  That chicks 

can swim and dive after just two or three days, and fly by 

twelve weeks?  That a loon’s red eyes help it see under 

water?  That scientists think loons can live 30 years?  

 

 


