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BASIC PARLIAMENTARY PROCEDURES

Prepared by: Carmeila (Carm) Urich, HOCCW Parliamentarian, 5/2014

It hes often been said that Parish, District, Diocesan, and cther presidents are the
[cement that binds an organization together. They are valued for a variety of qualities
that include:

Mestings be conducted fairly

Run smoothly

With no waste of time

And perhaps most importantly, in a kind and gracious manner.

We need spiritual women who have the fundamental il of working together in order
achieve the Mission Statement of COW. There is a need to understand procedures
are generall accepted. Parliamentary law is a consistent set of ules which all-
delberative assemblies are govered. The fundamental principles of these rules are:

+ Coutesytoal

Justice to 2l

One thing at a time
The rule of the majority
The rights of the minortty
Partiaify to none.

However, there will always be a few members who will ask, "Why use parliamentary
procedure?” Simply stated the answer is:

To expedite business

To maintain order

To insure justice and equality

To accomplish the mission and goals for which a group is organized.

‘The last point s 50 very important for presidents to remember

v Good procedure s invaluable to the success of any GCW meeting. Good
procedure makes it possible to stay focused and achieve the goals set forth by
each Council of Catholic Worman on al levels.

Itis hoped that leaders will want to study further for themselves — pick-up a copy of
Robert's Rules of Order Newly Revised (The parliamentary authority of most
organizations) . . . it comes in paperback form and rather inexpensive. Get familar wi
ts contents and become comfortable using it 2s 2 working tool.

1f you continue to observe the Diocesan President and practice her technique, you will
gain seff-confidence in conducting your meetings democratically. She is fiexible,
organized, and has a sense of humor. (Saves the mind!)

Knowing the rules of the game are essentialto participate in any activiy, such as
basaball, valleyball, gol, (o name a few, even if you are a spectator. If one knows the:
it oot





