
Vaccine Protection: Caring Communities 
Working Together
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Learning 
Objectives

• Describe the importance of Core Infection 
Prevention and Control Measures, including 
vaccination

• Determine specific vaccine barriers in your care 
community, including hesitancy and 
misinformation

• Understand how vaccines reduce severe illness 
and death

• Provide a facility level process for healthcare 
personnel to discuss vaccine questions

• Implement a process that attains maximum 
vaccination of both residents and staff
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Description

• By Friday October 15, 2021, licensed congregate care 
facilities within Illinois under the emergency 
amendments shall provide unvaccinated staff a 
minimum of 90 minutes of clear and accurate 
instruction covering vaccine education, effectiveness, 
benefits, risks, common reactions, hesitancy, and 
misinformation.  Records of training shall be made 
available to the Department upon request.

• This 90 minute presentation will discuss vaccine 
effectiveness, benefits, risks, common reactions, 
hesitancy, and misinformation. The goal is to get the 
maximum number of healthcare personnel vaccinated 
to ensure the safety of persons living and working in 
congregate care settings. 
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May 28, 2021 EEOC Guidance

• K.1.   Under the ADA, Title VII, and other federal employment nondiscrimination 
laws, may an employer require all employees physically entering the workplace 
to be vaccinated for COVID-19?    (5/28/21)

• The federal EEO laws do not prevent an employer from requiring all employees 
physically entering the workplace to be vaccinated for COVID-19, subject to the 
reasonable accommodation provisions of Title VII and the ADA and other EEO 
considerations discussed below.  These principles apply if an employee gets the 
vaccine in the community or from the employer. 

https://www.eeoc.gov/wysk/what-you-should-know-about-covid-19-and-ada-rehabilitation-act-and-other-eeo-
laws



This Presentation is for You
• Still have legitimate questions
• Still not sure about what you are 

hearing or who to listen to
• Still afraid (Seriously, NO ONE 

likes shots)
• You may have already had 

COVID-19 and are unsure about 
vaccination
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Why has COVID-19 
vaccine or routine testing 
become a condition of 
employment in 
healthcare?
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Not a New 
Concept

• “The idea of giving out 
cards to document a 
vaccination has been 
around since the 1930s”, 
says Maureen Miller, an 
adjunct associate 
professor of 
epidemiology at 
Columbia University's 
Mailman School of Public 
Health. 



It has been a long and 
difficult time
• The focus of congregate care has been person 

centered care within a home like environment
• Many people rely on the support of congregate 

care
• The infection prevention interventions 

traditionally used for weeks have been required 
for months and at this point over a year

• Social isolation has been especially difficult in 
congregate care

• Yet we have learned a lot and the light at the 
end of the tunnel does not seem so much like 
an oncoming train 

• We need vaccines to get us out from under this 
pandemic
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No 
More
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Not Just Medicare Beneficiaries

United States

Worldwide



You have all worked so hard
Short review of where we started with COVID-19 and 

where we are now

Photos: CDC, CIDRAP, NBC



Social Media Post January 9, 2020



Confirmed cases 
of 2019-nCoV 
(February 10, 
2020)



Total World Cases March 4, 2020
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Total World Cases October 12, 2021





• Goal is an end to the COVID-19 pandemic
• Work together
• Use the tools we have at hand

– Correctly
– Consistently

19

Describe the importance of Core Infection Prevention 
and Control Measures, Including Vaccination

Photo: CDC



Core Infection Prevention Practices 
Hand Hygiene

Source Control / PPE

Respiratory Protection / Ventilation  

Detection, Isolation

Surface Cleaning / 
Disinfecting

Screening and Surveillance 

Image: Harper College



Understand How Vaccines Work and 
Reduce Severe Illness and Death
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How Do Vaccines Work?
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Three Vaccines Authorized by FDA under 
either an Emergency Use Authorization or 
Full FDA approval 

COMIRNATY (COVID-19 vaccine) / Pfizer-
BioNTech COVID-19 vaccine (mRNA)

Moderna COVID-19 vaccine (mRNA) 

Janssen COVID-19 vaccine (Johnson & 
Johnson) (viral vector) 
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• https://youtu.be/6EV4hQzCbJA 26

• COVID-19 vaccines give your immune system 
the key code to protect you against the SARS-
CoV-2 virus

• After vaccination or infection your immune 
cells called B cells living in your bone marrow 
recognize SARS-CoV-2 and can secrete 
antibodies when you are under attack.

• Immune system’s T-cells also protect you after 
vaccination or infection – called “The heavy 
armor of the immune system”

• T-cells respond in the weeks after mRNA 
vaccination

• Includes T-cell types normally elicited by 
natural infection

• For people who haven’t had COVID-19, the first 
dose powerfully primes the pump, and the 
second dose turns on the whole engine” 1

Video: Bley, Tim 2021 used by permission

1. Penn Study Details Robust T-Cell Response to mRNA 
COVID-19 Vaccines—a More Durable Source of Protection

You are wonderfully made

https://youtu.be/6EV4hQzCbJA


https://youtu.be/k0WbAhveyDY

https://youtu.be/k0WbAhveyDY




Definition: Fully Vaccinated

• The CDC defines people who are fully 
vaccinated as those who are two weeks 
past their second dose of the Moderna 
and Pfizer COVID-19 vaccine or two 
weeks past a single dose of the Johnson 
& Johnson vaccine.
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American College of Obstetrics and Gynecology
Urges COVID-19 Vaccination

• Recommends that pregnant and 
breastfeeding people receive a 
COVID-19 vaccine or vaccine series

• A pregnancy test is not necessary 
prior to being vaccinated.

• Claims linking COVID-19 vaccines to 
infertility are unfounded and have no 
scientific evidence supporting them 

• Pregnant and recently pregnant 
people are more likely to get severely 
ill from COVID-19 compared to non-
pregnant people

• Pregnant people with COVID-19 are 
more likely to experience preterm 
birth (delivering the baby earlier than 
37 weeks) and might be more likely 
to have other poor outcomes related 
to pregnancy compared to pregnant 
people without COVID-19

https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/need-extra-precautions/pregnant-people.html





Vaccine Side Effects
• Yes, your arm will probably become sore. It 

usually goes away in a few days
• Fever, chills, and aches are also common 
• You may feel tired
• You may get a headache, muscle pains
• You may get nauseated
• What you are feeling is your own immune 

response, your body working to protect you
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Rare Side 
Effects

• Signs of a severe allergic reaction can include: Difficulty 
breathing, Swelling of your face and throat, A fast heartbeat, 
A bad rash all over your body, Dizziness and weakness

• Myocarditis (inflammation of the heart muscle) and 
pericarditis (inflammation of the lining outside the heart) 
have occurred in some people who have received the 
vaccine

• Symptoms began within a few days following receipt of the 
second dose of vaccine. Seek medical attention right away 
if you have any of the following symptoms after receiving 
the vaccine:  
• Chest pain 
• Shortness of breath 
• Feelings of having a fast-beating, fluttering, or pounding 

heart
• If you experience a severe allergic reaction, call 9-1-1, or 

go to the nearest hospital. Call the vaccination provider or 
your healthcare provider if you have any side effects that 
bother you or do not go away

• These side effects are rare
33



Contraindications

You should not get the vaccine if you 

• had a severe allergic reaction after a 
previous dose

• had a severe allergic reaction to any 
ingredient of the vaccines

Discuss with your healthcare provider or your 
pharmacist
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Think about this: Over 6 billion doses given 

35
Hannah Ritchie, Edouard Mathieu, Lucas Rodés-Guirao, Cameron Appel, Charlie Giattino, Esteban Ortiz-Ospina, Joe Hasell, Bobbie Macdonald, Diana Beltekian and Max Roser (2020) -
"Coronavirus Pandemic (COVID-19)". Published online at OurWorldInData.org. Retrieved from: 'https://ourworldindata.org/coronavirus' [Online Resource]



We Protect 
Immunocompromised 
Persons When We Get 
Vaccinated

• Limited data on vaccine protection in people who are 
immunocompromised 

• Cancer chemotherapy  

• Hematologic malignancies 

• Within one year from receiving a hematopoietic stem cell or 
solid organ transplant 

• Untreated HIV infection with CD4 T lymphocyte count < 200, 
combined primary immunodeficiency disorder, and

• Immunosuppressive medications (e.g., drugs to suppress 
rejection of transplanted organs or to treat rheumatologic 
conditions such as mycophenolate and rituximab, receipt of 
prednisone >20mg/day for more than 14 days) 

• Healthcare facilities should continue to follow the infection 
prevention and control recommendations for unvaccinated 
individuals (e.g., quarantine, testing)

36
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/hcp/infection-control-after-vaccination.html



How Do We Know Vaccines Work to 
Reduce Severe Illness and Death
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Vaccine Effectiveness



LTCF Deaths at a New Low!! Vaccination Works!

https://www.kff.org/coronavirus-covid-19/issue-brief/covid-19-long-term-care-deaths-and-cases-are-
at-an-all-time-low-though-a-rise-in-ltc-cases-in-a-few-states-may-be-cause-for-concern/



Source: CDC July 28, 2021



• Only 3.2% of fully vaccinated persons infected with SARS-CoV-2 were hospitalized
• Less than 1% of fully vaccinated persons required ICU (0.5%) or mechanical ventilation (0.2%)
• 1,431 (3.3%) were in partially vaccinated persons
• 30,801 (71.4%) were in unvaccinated persons



43



44

Delta Variant has changed the game
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Yes, the COVID-19 
vaccines work on the 

current variants

https://www.who.int/news-room/feature-stories/detail/the-effects-of-virus-variants-on-
covid-19-vaccines



Change 
Messaging of 
Vaccine 
Administration

• “We could have done a much better job 
at setting realistic expectations for this 
vaccine,” said Paul A. Offit, a 
pediatrician and vaccine expert at 
Children’s Hospital of Philadelphia. “And 
I think that’s hurt us. Because I think 
people get disappointed. They think the 
vaccine isn’t working.” (Washington 
Post, August 17, 2021)

• Move from vaccine prevents all illness to 
vaccines reduce hospitalizations and 
deaths. 



Provide a 
facility level 
process for 
healthcare 
personnel to 
discuss vaccine 
questions

• Provided education 1:1, staff meetings 
• Open office times by leadership
• Staff champions
• Spent a significant amount of time on 

the “why”
• Partner with vaccinated staff and 

residents, resident families, Medical 
Director 
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How Do You 
Determine 
specific vaccine 
barriers in your 
care community, 
including 
hesitancy and 
misinformation?

• Talk to people!!!!
• Promote COVID-19 vaccine by providing 

educational information to the 
employees

• Utilize text messages, emails, and flyers
• One-on-one conversations are the best 

way to address concerns that were 
causing vaccine hesitancy 
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Be Kind: 
Needle Fear 
is Real

• The majority of children exhibited needle 
fear

• 20-50% in adolescents 
• 20-30% in young adults 
• Avoidance of influenza vaccination because 

of needle fear occurred in 16% of adult 
patients, 27% of hospital employees, 18% of 
workers at long-term care facilities, and 8% 
of healthcare workers at hospitals

• Needle fear was common when undergoing 
venipuncture, blood donation, and in those 
with chronic conditions requiring injection

49

McLenon J, Rogers MAM. The fear of needles: A systematic review and meta-analysis. J Adv 
Nurs. 2019 Jan;75(1):30-42. doi: 10.1111/jan.13818. Epub 2018 Sep 11. PMID: 30109720.



https://www.uchealth.org/today/how-children-and-adults-can-overcome-needle-
phobia/

• “Many people want the protection 
of the COVID-19 vaccine but are 
afraid to get shots because they 
suffer from needle phobia or fear 
of needles.

• Needle phobia is quite common. 
But, the good news is that both 
children and adults can get help 
dealing with their fears.

• Some people can overcome their 
needle phobia after just a few 
sessions with a behavioral health 
expert.

• For others, simple calming 
strategies can make it easier and 
less frightening to get vaccines.”

50



In a pandemic, even with uncertainty, we must take 
actions that we anticipate will do the greatest good.” 
CDC Director Dr. Rochelle Walensky

Decision aligns with an FDA Pfizer 
booster authorization decision earlier 
this week.
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Implement a process that attains maximum 
vaccination of both residents and staff
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Ongoing Vaccination

Local pharmacies, health department clinics, hospitals, other 
community sites

LTC pharmacies enrolled as COVID-19 vaccine providers with 
the federal retail pharmacy partnership

•

LTC pharmacies enrolled as COVID-19 vaccine providers 
through State of Illinois

•

https://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/covid-19/long-term-care/pharmacy-partnerships-
access.html

https://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/covid-19/retail-pharmacy-program/index.html
https://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/covid-19/long-term-care/pharmacy-partnerships-access.html


CDC Training 
For Vaccinators

• https://www.cdc.gov/vacci
nes/covid-19/training-
education/index.html

https://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/covid-19/training-education/index.html


Vaccinations

https://www.immunize.org/

https://www.immunize.org/


In Summary

• Talk to your healthcare provider
• Talk to vaccinated co-workers and 

friends
• Talk to your employer

– Department Head
– Supervisor
– Human Resources

• Talk to your local health 
department

• Reach out to us at IDPH



Open Q&A
THANK YOU!!!

Submit questions via Q&A pod 

Slides and recording will be made available after the session.
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