
  

“People coming together to be The Church, 

not just attend one.” 

 

Trinity Lutheran Church is an open and inclusive  

church, welcoming all who seek God. 

 

69 Griswold Street  Hillsdale, Michigan 

517-437-2647  tlchillsdale.org 

 

Sixth Sunday of Easter                                    May 9, 2021 
 

 
 

Service of Holy Communion 

8:30 a.m. and 11 a.m. Worship 
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Trinity Lutheran Church is a congregation of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America. 
 

WELCOME TO WORSHIP THIS MORNING! We invite you to join us regularly for worship 

and in a variety of activities and opportunities in our congregational life. If you are new here, we 

welcome you; if you are a member of longstanding, we celebrate your gifts and your ministry 

among us.  Our order of worship is printed on the following pages of this bulletin. 
 

MISSION STATEMENT - The Mission Statement of Trinity Lutheran Church is to nurture faith 

through proclamation of the gospel of Jesus Christ by word, sacrament, deeds and loving 

relationships, to ALL people. 
 

VISION STATEMENT - As proclaimers of the gospel of Jesus Christ, the Vision of Trinity 

Lutheran Church is to maximize our gifts and resources to reach out with God’s love and serve the 

global community. 
 

COMMUNION PROCEDURE - The communion table of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in 

America is open to all baptized Christians who believe that our Lord Jesus is truly present in the 

forms of bread and wine. Please follow the ushers’ instructions at the time of distribution. 

Children who have not yet received first communion instruction are welcome to come forward 

with their families to receive a blessing. 
 

The Sacrament of Holy Communion is celebrated weekly throughout the year. No one is ever 

required to participate in the sacrament, but it is offered to nourish and sustain God’s people. This 

is in accordance with Lutheran teaching: 

Background 35A: The Church celebrates the Holy Communion frequently because the 

Church needs the sacrament, the means by which the Church’s fellowship is established 

and its mission as the baptized people of God is nourished and sustained. This practice 

was reaffirmed in 1989 by the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America. We continue to 

need “consistent pastoral encouragement and instruction relating to Holy 

Communion…pointing up Christ’s command, his promise, and our deep need.” For a 

variety of historical reasons, Lutherans in various places moved away from the weekly 

celebration of the sacrament. 

Application 35C: Participation in the sacramental meal is by invitation, not demand. The 

members of the church are encouraged to make the sacrament a frequent rather than 

occasional part of their lives.    

(Excerpts from: The Use of the Means of Grace, Principle 35) 
 

OFFERING                            SECOND SUNDAY: Barnyard Boxes for ELCA Good Gifts 

The offering is collected at the beginning or end of worship using the box at the entrance of the 

church. Each week, our congregation collects a general offering for the church and our 

ministries. Additionally, we collect an offering for special projects. If you would like to make a 

regular gift to the church, please place it in the offering box. If you are looking to support our 

special project (noted above), please place your offering in the barnyard boxes or noisy offering  

buckets. 
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Sunday, May 9, 2021 
 

INTRODUCTION 

This Sunday’s image of the life the risen Christ shares with us is the image of friendship. We are 

called to serve others as Jesus came to serve; but for John’s gospel, the image of servanthood is 

too hierarchical, too distant, to capture the essence of life with Christ. Friendship captures the 

love, the joy, the deep mutuality of the relationship into which Christ invites us. The Greeks 

believed that true friends are willing to die for each other. This is the mutual love of Christian 

community commanded by Christ and enabled by the Spirit. 
 

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

COMMEMORATION FOR TODAY: Nicolaus Ludwig von Zinzendorf, renewer of the 

church, hymnwriter, died 1760 

When he was 22, a group of Moravians asked permission to live on Zinzendorf's land. He agreed, 

and eventually worldwide Moravian missions emanated from this community. Zinzendorf 

participated in these missions, and is also remembered for writing hymns characteristic of his 

Pietistic faith. 
 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

Stand. All may make the sign of the cross, the sign marked at baptism, as the minister begins. 
 

P Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, who forgives all our sin, whose mercy endures 

forever. 

C Amen. 
 

P Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom no secrets 

are hid: cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we 

may perfectly love you and worthily magnify your holy name, through Jesus Christ our 

Lord. 

C Amen. 
 

P Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 
 

(8:30am: kneel/sit) Silence for reflection and self-examination.  
 

P Gracious God, 

C Have mercy on us. We confess that we have turned from you and given ourselves 

into the power of sin. We are truly sorry and humbly repent. In your compassion 

forgive us our sins, known and unknown, things we have done and things we have 

failed to do. Turn us again to you, and uphold us by your Spirit, so that we may live 

and serve you in newness of life through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 
 

P God, who is rich in mercy, loved us even when we were dead in sin, and made us alive 

together with Christ. By grace you have been saved. In the name of ☩ Jesus Christ, your 

sins are forgiven. Almighty God strengthen you with power through the Holy Spirit, that 

Christ may live in your hearts through faith. 

C Amen. 
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Sit 

GATHERING HYMN                 ELW #631 v. 1 & 3           Love Divine, All Loves Excelling 

Hymns are sung by a cantor. Please refrain from singing, due to increased risk of virus 

transmission. 
 

1 Love divine, all loves excelling, 

Joy of heav'n, to earth come down! 

Fix in us thy humble dwelling, 

all thy faithful mercies crown. 

Jesus, thou art all compassion, 

pure, unbounded love thou art; 

visit us with thy salvation, 

enter ev'ry trembling heart. 

 

3 Come, Almighty, to deliver; 

let us all thy life receive; 

suddenly return, and never, 

nevermore thy temples leave. 

Thee we would be always blessing, 

serve thee as thy hosts above, 

pray, and praise thee without ceasing, 

glory in thy perfect love. 

 
 

GREETING 

P Alleluia! Christ is risen! 

C Christ is risen indeed! Alleluia! 
 

P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy 

 Spirit be with you all. 

C And also with you. 
 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

P Let us pray. 

 O God, you have prepared for those who love you joys beyond understanding. Pour into 

our hearts such love for you that, loving you above all things, we may obtain your 

promises, which exceed all we can desire; through Jesus Christ, your Son and our Lord, 

who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 

 

 

A A reading from Acts.  
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FIRST READING                               Acts 10:44-48 

While Peter shares the good news of Jesus with a Gentile soldier and his family, the Holy Spirit 

comes upon them. Recognizing that the Spirit works inclusively in the lives of both Jews and 

Gentiles, Peter commands that these Gentiles also be baptized in the name of Jesus Christ. 
 
44While Peter was still speaking, the Holy Spirit fell upon all who heard the word. 45The 

circumcised believers who had come with Peter were astounded that the gift of the Holy Spirit 

had been poured out even on the Gentiles, 46for they heard them speaking in tongues and extolling 

God. Then Peter said, 47“Can anyone withhold the water for baptizing these people who have 

received the Holy Spirit just as we have?” 48So he ordered them to be baptized in the name of 

Jesus Christ. Then they invited him to stay for several days. 

 

A Word of God, Word of life.   

C  Thanks be to God. 
 

PSALM                                                   Psalm 98 

Shout with joy to the Lord, all you lands. (Ps. 98:4) 

 1Sing a new song to the LORD, who has done marvelous things, 

  whose right hand and holy arm have won the victory. 

 2O LORD, you have made known your victory, 

  you have revealed your righteousness in the sight of the nations. 
 3You remember your steadfast love and faithfulness to the house of Israel; 

  all the ends of the earth have seen the victory of our God. 

 4Shout with joy to the LORD, all you lands; 

  lift up your voice, rejoice, and sing.  
 5Sing to the LORD with the harp, 

  with the harp and the voice of song. 

 6With trumpets and the sound of the horn 

  shout with joy before the king, the LORD. 
 7Let the sea roar, and all that fills it, 

  the world and those who dwell therein. 

 8Let the rivers clap their hands, 

  and let the hills ring out with joy before the LORD, who comes to judge the earth. 
 9The LORD will judge the world with righteousness 

  and the peoples with equity.  
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A A reading from First John. 
 

SECOND READING                      1 John 4:7-21 

God’s children believe that Jesus is the Messiah and love God by keeping God’s commandments. 

Thus the world is conquered not through military might but through love and faith. 
 

1Everyone who believes that Jesus is the Christ has been born of God, and everyone who loves 

the parent loves the child. 2By this we know that we love the children of God, when we love God 

and obey his commandments. 3For the love of God is this, that we obey his commandments. And 

his commandments are not burdensome, 4for whatever is born of God conquers the world. And 

this is the victory that conquers the world, our faith. 5Who is it that conquers the world but the 

one who believes that Jesus is the Son of God? 

  6This is the one who came by water and blood, Jesus Christ, not with the water only but with 

the water and the blood. And the Spirit is the one that testifies, for the Spirit is the truth. 
 

A Word of God, Word of life.   

C Thanks be to God.  
  

Stand 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 

P  Alleluia! 

C  Alleluia! Those who love me will keep my word, and my Father will love them, and 

we will come to them and make our home with them. Alleluia! 
 

P The Holy Gospel according to John the 15th chapter. 

C Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

GOSPEL                      John 15:9-17 

On the night of his arrest, Jesus delivers a final testimony to his disciples to help them in the days 

ahead. Here, he repeats the most important of all his commands, that they love one another. 

 

[Jesus said:] 9“As the Father has loved me, so I have loved you; abide in my love. 10If you keep 

my commandments, you will abide in my love, just as I have kept my Father’s commandments 

and abide in his love. 11I have said these things to you so that my joy may be in you, and that your 

joy may be complete. 

  12“This is my commandment, that you love one another as I have loved you. 13No one has 

greater love than this, to lay down one’s life for one’s friends. 14You are my friends if you do 

what I command you. 15I do not call you servants any longer, because the servant does not know 

what the master is doing; but I have called you friends, because I have made known to you 

everything that I have heard from my Father. 16You did not choose me but I chose you. And I 

appointed you to go and bear fruit, fruit that will last, so that the Father will give you whatever 

you ask him in my name. 17I am giving you these commands so that you may love one another.” 
 

P  The Gospel of the Lord.   

C Praise to you, O Christ. 
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Sit 

SERMON 

The sermon begins: 

P Alleluia! Christ is risen! 

C Christ is risen indeed! Alleluia! 

 

 

HYMN OF THE DAY ELW #   v. 1 & 3       Joyful, Joyful We Adore Thee   

Hymns are sung by a cantor. Please refrain from singing, due to increased risk of virus 

transmission.

1 Joyful, joyful we adore thee, 

 God of glory, Lord of love! 

 Hearts unfold like flow'rs before thee, 

 praising thee, their sun above. 

 Melt the clouds of sin and sadness, 

 drive the gloom of doubt away. 

 Giver of immortal gladness, 

 fill us with the light of day. 

 

3 Thou art giving and forgiving, 

 ever blessing, ever blest, 

 wellspring of the joy of living, 

 ocean-depth of happy rest! 

 Thou our Father, Christ our brother, 

 all who live in love are thine; 

 teach us how to love each other, 

 lift us to the joy divine! 
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NICENE CREED 
 

We believe in one God, 

 the Father, the Almighty, 

 maker of heaven and earth, 

 of all that is, seen and unseen. 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 

 the only Son of God, 

 eternally begotten of the Father, 

 God from God, Light from Light, 

 true God from true God, 

 begotten, not made, 

 of one Being with the Father; 

 through him all things were made.  

For us and for our salvation 

  he came down from heaven, 

  was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary 

  and became truly human. 

  For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 

  he suffered death and was buried. 

  On the third day he rose again 

  in accordance with the scriptures; 

  he ascended into heaven 

  and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 

  He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 

  and his kingdom will have no end. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 

 who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 

 who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, 

 who has spoken through the prophets. 

 We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church. 

 We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 

 We look for the resurrection of the dead, 

  and the life of the world to come. Amen. 
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PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

A Alive in the risen Christ by the power of the Holy Spirit, we bring our prayers before God 

who promises to hear us and answer in steadfast love. 
 

A brief silence. 
 

A Loving God, you call us to be your fruit-bearing church. Strengthen the bonds among all 

 Christian churches. Today we pray for the Moravian Church, giving thanks for the life 

 and witness of Nicolaus Ludwig von Zinzendorf, renewer of the church and hymnwriter. 

 Hear us, O God. 

C Your mercy is great. 
 

A Creating God, the earth praises you. The seas roar and the hills sing for joy. Fill the earth 

 with your love so that by their song, all creatures of land and sea and sky, burrowing and 

 soaring, may call us to join with them in praise. Hear us, O God. 

C Your mercy is great. 
 

A Faithful Savior, you conquer the world not with weapons but with undying love. Plant 

 your word in the hearts of the nations’ leaders and give them your Spirit, so that the 

 peoples of the world may live in peace. Hear us, O God. 

C Your mercy is great. 
 

A Caring Healer, you forget no one and accompany the lonely. Be present with those who 

 are sick or suffering (especially). Provide for those needing homes or medical care and 

 point us towards life-changing responses to these needs in our own communities. Be with 

 the dying (especially). Hear us, O God. 

C Your mercy is great. 
 

A Gracious God, as a mother comforts her child, you comfort us. Bless mothers and 

 mothering people in our lives. Comfort those who miss their mothers, mothers who 

 grieve, those who grieve because they cannot be mothers, and those who have never 

 known a loving mother. Hear us, O God. 

C Your mercy is great. 
 

Here other intercessions may be offered. 
 

A Gentle Redeemer, all who die in you abide in your presence forever. We remember with 

 thanksgiving those who shared your love throughout their lives (especially). Keep us 

 united with them in your lasting love. Hear us, O God. 

C Your mercy is great. 
 

P In the hope of new life in Christ, we raise our prayers to you, trusting in your never-

 ending goodness and mercy; through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
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C Amen. 

 

GREAT THANKSGIVING AND SANCTUS 

P The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you. 
 

P Lift up your hearts. 

C We lift them to the Lord. 
 

P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

C It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 

P It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places give 

thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, for the glorious resurrection of our 

Savior Jesus Christ, the true Paschal Lamb who gave himself to take away our sin, who in 

dying has destroyed death, and in rising has brought us to eternal life. And so, with Mary 

Magdalene and Peter and all the witnesses of the resurrection, with earth and sea and all 

their creatures, and with angels and archangels, cherubim and seraphim, we praise your 

name and join their unending hymn: 

C Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, heaven and earth are full of your 

glory. Hosanna in the highest. Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord. 

Hosanna in the highest, hosanna in the highest. 
 

EUCHARISTIC PRAYER 

P Blessed are you, O God of the universe. Your mercy is everlasting and your faithfulness 

endures from age to age. 
 

 Praise to you for creating the heavens and the earth. 

 Praise to you for saving the earth from the waters of the flood. 

 Praise to you for bringing the Israelites safely through the sea. 

 Praise to you for leading your people through the wilderness 

 to the land of milk and honey. 

 Praise to you for the words and deeds of Jesus, your anointed one. 

 Praise to you for the death and resurrection of Christ. 

 Praise to you for your Spirit poured out on all nations. 
 

 In the night in which he was betrayed, 

 our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 

 broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 

 Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 

 Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 

 Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 

 and gave it for all to drink, saying: 

 This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 
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 shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 

 Do this for the remembrance of me. 

P With this bread and cup we remember our Lord’s passover from death to life as we 

proclaim the mystery of faith: 

C Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again. 
 

P O God of resurrection and new life: Pour out your Holy Spirit on us and on these gifts of 

bread and wine. Bless this feast. Grace our table with your presence. 

C Come, Holy Spirit. 
 

P Reveal yourself to us in the breaking of the bread. Raise us up as the body of Christ for 

the world. Breathe new life into us. Send us forth, burning with justice, peace, and love. 

C Come, Holy Spirit. 
 

P With your holy ones of all times and places, with the earth and all its creatures, with sun 

and moon and stars, we praise you, O God, blessed and holy Trinity, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
 

LORD'S PRAYER (8:30 a.m.) 
P  Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, 

let us pray as Jesus taught us.  
 

C Our Father, who art in heaven,  

 hallowed be thy name,  

 thy kingdom come,  

 thy will be done,  

  on earth as it is in heaven.  

 Give us this day our daily bread;  

 and forgive us our trespasses,  

 as we forgive those who    

  trespass against us;  

 and lead us not into temptation,  

 but deliver us from evil.  

For thine is the kingdom, and the  

power, and the glory,  

 forever and ever. Amen 

LORD'S PRAYER (11:00 a.m.) 

P Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, 

let us pray as Jesus taught us.  
 

C Our Father in heaven, 

 hallowed be your name, 

 your kingdom come, 

 your will be done, 

  on earth as in heaven. 

 Give us today our daily bread.  

 Forgive us our sins 

as we forgive those who sin 

against us.  

 Save us from the time of trial 

 and deliver us from evil. 

For the kingdom, the power, and  

the glory are yours, 

 now and forever. Amen 
 

INVITATION TO COMMUNION 

P The risen Christ invites us to this table.  Receive this meal and be satisfied. 
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Sit 

DISTRIBUTION OF COMMUNION ELEMENTS 

Gluten-free communion bread and grape juice are available upon request. Simply tell the usher 

as communion is distributed.  
 

Please do not consume the elements until instructed to do so after the elements have been 

distributed to the entire congregation. 

Those receiving communion may remove their masks. 
 

P The body of Christ, given for you. 

C All those receiving communion may remove their masks and are invited to consume the 

bread. 
 

P The blood of Christ, shed for you. 

C All those receiving communion are invited to consume the wine or grape juice. 
 

After you have received communion, please put your mask back on. 
 

BLESSING ESPECIALLY FOR THOSE WHO DO NOT RECEIVE COMMUNION 

Parents or family members may choose to make the sign of the cross on the foreheads of children 

or individuals in their family group that do not receive communion. 
 

P The Lord bless you and keep you as beloved children of God. ☩ Jesus loves you. 

C Amen. 
 

Stand 
POST-COMMUNION BLESSING 
P The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace. 

C Amen. 
 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 

A Life-giving God, in the mystery of Christ’s resurrection you send light to conquer 

darkness, water to give new life, and the bread of life to nourish your people. Send us 

forth as witnesses to your Son’s resurrection, that we may show your glory to all the 

world, through Jesus Christ, our risen Lord. 

C Amen. 
 

BLESSING 

P The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord’s face shine on you with grace and mercy. 

The Lord look upon you with favor and ☩ give you peace. 

C Amen. 
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Sit 

SENDING HYMN               ELW #539 v. 1, 3 & 4 Abide, O Dearest Jesus 

Hymns are sung by a cantor. Please refrain from singing, due to increased risk of virus 

transmission. 
 

1 Abide, O dearest Jesus, 

among us with your grace, 

 that evil may not harm us 

 nor we to sin give place. 

 

3 Abide with heav'nly brightness 

 among us, precious Light; 

 your truth direct and keep us 

from error's gloomy night. 

 

4 Abide with richest blessings 

 among us, bounteous Lord; 

 let us in grace and wisdom 

grow daily through your word. 
 

DISMISSAL 

A  Go in peace. Share the good news. Alleluia! 

C Thanks be to God. Alleluia! Alleluia! 

 

Please remain seated. An usher will dismiss the congregation by row. 
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SERVING AT TRINITY 

Ministers: Every member of the congregation 

Pastor: Rev. Jessica Hahn 

Piano/Keyboard: Paul Lucas  

Parish Secretary: Meighan Roe 

Council President: Chris McNamara 

Vice-President: Suzanne Langston 

Treasurer: Kristin Lucas 

Secretary: Sandra Dufur 
 

Council Members: Johncie Langston, Norma Ludlow, Brad Otterbein, Joe Painter, 

Gene Stockford-Shively, and Tom Walworth. 
 

SERVING TODAY: 
 

8:30 AM   

Assisting Minister: Amy Otterbein 

Cantor: Amy Otterbein 

*Ushers: Tom Stockford-Shively, Earl 

Williams 

 

11:00 AM        
Assisting Minister: Phyllis Klingler 

Cantor: Chris McNamara 

Ushers: Chris McNamara, Ella Hahn   

 

 

BOTH SERVICES 

Altar Guild: Tom Stockford-Shively 

Offering Counters: Suzanne Sponsler, Norma Ludlow 
 

FLOWERS – The flowers on the altar today are given to the glory of God. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The music in this bulletin is reprinted with permission  

under Annual License A-727368 from OneLicense.net. 


