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Remember: Never let bare root plants dry out before planting! 

PLANTING BARE ROOT TREES

Dig the planting hole twice the size actually needed to contain roots.  Add compost to the soil removed from hole.  Usually ¼ to ½ mix ratio should be used depending on the hardness and condition of soil.  Break up the sub soil to encourage quicker and deeper root development.

Avoid root pruning, with the exception of broken and extra long roots.  Place the tree in the hole so that roots are spread evenly.  It is important that the graft union is 2-6 inches above the soil line. Add soil mixture evenly until level with surrounding ground surface.  When planting is complete, soil should be level with the original soil level.

Firm soil around tree with foot or tool handle to eliminate air pockets and to pack soil firmly around each root and trunk.  Make basin and water slowly and thoroughly, making sure that water drains away from the trunk.  There should be no reason to water again until trees leaf out.

When new growth appears, fertilize for the first time using a slow release fertilizer according to package direction.  Fertilize generally every two months during the growing season.   

Some notes on fruit trees:  Whitewash trunks to protect from sun by using a mixture of ½ part white acrylic paint and ½ part water.  If you have a limited space for your orchard, try planting several trees in the same hole. Trees can be planted as close as 30 inches apart or try an espalier type of pruning. Summer pruning will keep your trees from getting too big and most importantly, keep your fruit within reach.

PLANTING BARE ROOT ROSES

Dig hole two feet deep and 18 inches across.  Take the soil removed from the planting holes and mix with compost with a ¼ to ½ part mix with soil.    Build a cone using the prepared soil in bottom of planting hole.  Cone should be high enough to keep the bud union bulge at least an inch above soil level.

Place rose on cone, spreading roots evenly around the hole.  Fill planting hole with prepared planting mixture.  Firm soil around plant to eliminate air pockets and firmly pack around roots.  Make basin and water thoroughly.  Keep soil moist, however, bare root roses do not require too much water until new growth appears.

Roses are heavy feeders.  Use systemic rose food from March through September according to package directions.

PLANTING BERRIES

Berries do best in deep sandy loam, not water saturated or saline.  Dig planting hole.  Mix 1 part compost to 3 parts soil.  Add slow release fertilizer.  Set plants deep so canes just show, 3 to 4 feet apart with 6 to 8 feet between rows.  Firm soil, water.

FOR MORE INFORMATION

Visit the University of California Agriculture and Natural Resources website at http://anrcatalog.ucdavis.edu.

A SPECIAL NOTE

All nursery stock is warranted to be true-to-name as labeled and in good live condition at the time of purchase. Due to the perishable nature of bareroot stock, there is no warranty after receipt by the customer.
