U12 League Div 3 Final – Result:

Saturday 24th May 2014

Milltown 2-07 – Ballymore 0-02
 

Milltown’s First Half Display Clinches Victory
 
Two goals in the 19th minute of the first half sealed the victory for Milltown in the U12 Division 3 South Board Football Final at Hawkfield on Saturday.
 
Milltown’s Sam Arkwright and Jimmy O’Neill scored five points between them compared to a point by Ballymore’s James O’Brien, before Arkwright found the net to put distance between the two sides. The goal came from a determined Mike Sadlier, who won the ball on the end line after a tussle, evaded his marker and crossed a diagonal ball high across the goalmouth to the waiting Arkwright. Despite the best efforts of Ballymore’s keeper, Luke Cullen, the ball crossed the line to put Milltown 8 points to one in front. Ballymore tried to recover with a determined attack but within a minute, the ball was back with the Milltown forwards for Aaron Walker to crash the ball to the Ballymore’s net again. Half-time: 2-5 to 0-1.
 
In fairness to Ballymore the score at half time did not reflect both side’s ball possession and it would have been different if Ballymore had not wasted a flurry of chances. Impressive for Ballymore was Darragh Gilroy, Conor McAtamney and Paul Pearse but were well marshalled by Andrew Buckley, Peter Hamilton, Jimmy O’Neill, Luke Redmond and man of the match Sean Murphy. Milltown’s keeper Jack Heavey managed several saves despite having just gotten out of his sick bed to play in the final. Would this commitment see Milltown victorious?  
 
On the resumption to the second half Ballymore pressed on bolstered by the fact that they came back from a similar deficit in their semi-final. However, Milltown had waited too long for a trophy at this age group and both sides fought tenaciously but cancelled out each other only scoring three points between them; Milltown two points to Ballymore’s one. It was a reflection of Milltown’s dominant backs that they only conceded one point in each half and both of them came from frees thanks to the massive efforts of Shane Daly, James Byrne and Oran O’Brien. 
 
Scorers:  Milltown Sam Arkwright 1-2, Jimmy O’Neill 0-4, Aaron Walker 1-1.  Ballymore James O’Brien 0-2.
