Safeguarding and Welfare Requirement: Coronavirus
Providers must take steps to provide a safe environment for staff, children, and parents 

8.11
Coronavirus Policy
Procedures

Our nursery policy includes measures we are actively taking to mitigate the spread of coronavirus. We request all staff, parents, and children to follow our rules in order to help us sustain a healthy and safe environment for the children.

This coronavirus (COVID-19) policy will be susceptible to change with the introduction of additional government guidelines; we will update you with the changes as soon as possible by email.

Staff

Staff or children who are classed as extremely vulnerable should be advised to shield at home.
Any staff or children who fall into the clinically vulnerable group should work from home when possible.

Procedures

Children attending are referred to as a bubble. Children who attend two settings will not be accommodated at this time.
No child should attend nursery with even mild symptoms of any illness or if anybody else in their household is displaying symptoms of coronavirus. 
If a child has symptoms in school they will need to be collected immediately. Meanwhile, a member of staff wearing gloves, apron and a mask will take the child to the kitchen and close the door to isolate them. The staff member will remain with them. A window will be opened. In an emergency 999 will be called. We will encourage the parent to get the child tested; If a child or staff member tests positive, they should self-isolate for a minimum of 7 days with the rest of their family self-isolating for 14 days; all children and staff in the setting will need to self-isolate for 14 days. If the child tests negative then they can return to nursery when the symptoms have ceased. All parents will be informed by email of a suspected case of coronavirus.
Staff, parents, and children should avoid public transport to come to nursery. No bikes, scooters or car seats can be left outside or in the kitchen.
Children must wear a full set of clean clothes each day.
We will be operating a system of staggered drop-off/collection to ensure the safety of our parents and children. Only one parent may accompany their child, but parents will not be able to enter the nursery building under any circumstances. We will ask parents to practie social distancing whilst waiting, and to follow the one -way signage.

Parents will be asked to sign the signing-in sheet on the table outside with their OWN pen and to wear a mask at drop-off/pick-up times.
Children to bring a named bag (carrier bag, or a backpack) containing a small named snack box (as in the previous guidelines given), a named lunchbox (for afternoon children only) and a named water bottle.
No toys or book bags are to be brought into nursery at this time. We will not be sending reading books home.
Early years children cannot be expected to maintain a 2-metre distance but will be encouraged to do so; staff will space out the activities and limit the number of children playing in each area – contact will be minimised where possible.
The room will be rearranged to spread out activities and encourage social distancing.

All unnecessary items will be removed from the hall including soft furnishings, soft toys, dressing-up clothes, and toys that are hard to clean.
Nursery will follow ‘Covid19 cleaning of non-healthcare settings’ guidance – cleaning surfaces that children are touching e.g., toys, tables, sinks and chairs more regularly than normal. 
We will ensure that all staff and children frequently wash their hands with soap and running water for 20 seconds and dry thoroughly (help given when needed). All staff and children must wash their hand on arrival at the setting, before and after eating, and after sneezing and coughing. 
All staff and children are encouraged not to touch mouth, eyes, or nose.

Children will be using the toilets one at a time.

If children require first aid or intimate care, staff will be required to wear masks, gloves, and aprons.
For cough and sneezes all staff will follow ‘catch it, bin it, kill it’.

Bins will be emptied regularly throughout the day.

Windows will be open for natural ventilation.

No unnecessary visitors will be allowed to enter the nursery.

Any necessary visits will take place outside nursery hours.

Legal framework
The Special Educational Needs and Disability (Coronavirus) (Amendment) Regulations 2020

https://www.legislation.gov.uk/uksi/2020/471/contents/made
Further guidance
· www.gov.uk/coronavirus 
· Handwashing: www.youtube.com/watch?v=bQCP7waTRWU&feature=youtu.be
· Supporting vulnerable children:

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-guidance-on-vulnerable-children-and-young-people/
· Implementing protective measures:
· https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-early-years-and-childcare-closures
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