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The Trinity Trumpet 
A Monthly Newsletter Published by  

Trinity Lutheran Church, Pitsburg, OH  

September , 2020 

DEADLINE FOR THE OCTOBER ISSUE OF THE TRINITY TRUMPET IS SEPTEMBER 22nd. 

Worship in the Trinity parking lot continues 
until further notice.  Bring your chair and 
join us Sunday mornings at 10:30 am.  (We 
will move inside the building in the event of 
inclement weather.) 

 
 
 
 
 
 

• Sharon Wirrig—Health 
• Patty Sackett—Health 
• Jr Koos—Health 
• Jody Burns—Cancer 
• Mindy Brandon—Awaiting kidney 

transplant 
• Kerry Young—Coma & for wife, 

Julia 
• Holly McEldowney—Cancer 
• Sarah Wolfe—In Hospice, kidney 

failure 
• Kenny Hesler—General health 
• Greg Perry—Heart problems 
• Ev Kaiser—Heart problems 
• Amanda Spahr—Brain issues 
• Reese Addington—10 year old with 

auto-immune disease 
• John Young—Cancer  
• Mary Philpot—Cancer 
• Aiden Snyder– Leukemia returned 
• Ray Chester 
• Zane Rhodehamel—Leukemia 
• Kelly VanDeGrift—Cancer 

• Bobby Jagielski—Cancer 
• Auzzy Monroe—Diagnostic tests 
• Janice Rosenberger—Stroke 
• Tommy Scarlis—Brain tumor 
• Dawn Oswalt—Cancer 
• Stephen Angles—Tourettes 
• Dave Sroufe—Back surgery 
• Jaimie Campbell 
• Mary Ann Shellhaus—recovering 

from a stroke 
• Pat Ferguson—Spinal surgery 
• Lowell Unger 
• Jeanne Cassel—Alzheimers 
• Susie Weisenbarger—Cancer 
• Pat Netzley—Asthma, cold 
• Ruth Baker—Mental health 
• Jim Neitzelt—Heart issues 
• Nancy Longo—Heart surgery 
• Sierra Stryker—Sight /head trauma 
• Sandra Williams—Eyes 
• Sandy Booher 
• Bob Tiborn 
• Cindy Lou—Knee surgery 
• Eric Snyder—Return of brain  
    cancer 
• Jerry Higgins—Cancer 
• Janet Gilliland—Cancer 
• Quana Tate—Complications from 

a stroke 

• Jennifer Payne—Stroke & paraly-
sis 

• Irma Arling—Small stroke 
• Gary Hill—Lung cancer beaten 
• Jerome Axton—Leg amputation 
 
 
World Concerns: 
• All families suffering with addiction 
• Victims of the coronavirus 
• Any suffering from traumatic brain 

injury 
• Relief from locusts in East Africa 
• President, House, & Senate & oth-

er leaders 
• Freezing children in Syria 
• Bring people together in justice, 

decency, & dignity 
 
 
 

 

Prayer Concerns— Current and ongoing 

Prayer requests may be  
emailed at anytime to   

trinityprayers@woh.rr.com  
and upon receipt your request 

will be shared so that many 
will be praying immediately. 

Trinity is on the Air at FM 88.3 
If you are near the Church on Sunday 

morning, you can tune in to FM 88.3  

at 10:30 AM and hear the sermon  

from your car. 

will be celebrated the first Sunday of each month. 
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PRAYERS & SQUARES QUILTING 
 

September Quilting Time will be  
used to assemble the LWR Kits. 

 

September 4th & 28th from 9 am to Noon. 
 

 

 
 
 

 
NO LUNCHEON GATHERING 

IN SEPTEMBER. 

August Council Summary 

 The new water fountain is installed, but will not be used right now because of 
the Covid virus. 

 We are discussing the time when services will be moved inside and will con-
tinue with outdoor services and the 88.3 FM broadcast until then. 

 We are working on lighting the stained glass window above the main en-
trance that was in the previous entry way. 

 We will be serving at Grace Resurrection Soup Kitchen on September 16. 

 We will be hosting a blood drive on November 12. 

 There will be a Prayer Walk in Arcanum on September 26 in conjunction with the national Prayer Walk 
led by Franklin Graham on the same date.  Watch for more information on that. 

 We are working through the proposed changes in our constitution and with a lot of luck may have that 
ready for the Annual Meeting. 

 The Nominating Committee will be seeking members who are willing to run for a Council Office.  
Please give that prayerful consideration. 

 The pump room walls and floor will be painted and we may need to move the supplies while that work 
is in progress. 

   ...News for  

         Pre-K through 

                  6th Grade 

When possible, the Christian Education Team will plan a future fun event for the kids and their families. We 
are hopeful for a Fall Festival Event as held last year. Otherwise Halloween Fun Bags for the kids are a 
possibility and maybe some entertainment.  

Let us know your thoughts and ideas. Call me with concerns. 

Marge Warner, Christian Education Leader 937-623-2544 

The Team - Pam Oswalt, Stephanie Kemp, Linda Baker, Michelle Groff, Pastor Mel 

NOMINATING COMMITTEE…….. 

It’s that time!  I haven’t figured out just how time is going so quickly when we aren’t going anywhere much, 
but here we are writing the September newsletter.  That means it’s time to start working on a ballot for what-
ever kind of Annual Meeting and election of officers that we might have.   

If the Nominating Committee of Julie Kossler, Claudette Diceanu, and Teresa Neitzelt come calling, please 
consider what you can do to help Trinity thrive and stay alive.  It’s God’s work and our hands that will do this 
job.  They will be looking for a President, Vice President, Recording Secretary, General Treasurer, El-
der, Trustee, two Deacons, Financial Secretary, and a new Nominating Committee as well as dele-
gates.  If you think you might be willing to serve God and your Church in any of these positions, don’t wait for 
them to call you, get in touch with one of them! 



3 

  SEPTEMBER NEWS 
 

Due to Corona virus, we have been unable to meet for a long time 
(approximately 6 months). It’s hard to believe! Tentatively we will plan to 
meet September 2, 2020. The church basement has plenty of room for us 
to social distance but we will all initially wear masks.  I will safely provide 
food for your enjoyment but please bring your own drink. 

As a group, we have missed many activities with our families, church family, and friends. Your prayers 
have been important.  

At this September 2 meeting, we will attempt to plan some future activities, including a Mother/Daughter/
Friend Event. Originally, we were planning an Italian Themed evening with Noah Back for entertainment. 
Let’s consider this again. 

Hope to see you September 2 at 6:30 PM. Let’s come together, but stay apart. This is so tough for all 
(children and adults). Peace be with you! 
 

Marge Warner - WELCA President  
2019-2020 WELCA OFFICERS 

 

Pres. - Marge Warner Vice President—Katherine Jump 
Secretary - PJ Musser Treasurer—Portia Boord 
Wernle Rep. - Judy Ulrich Quilting - Judy Ulrich and Linda Baker 
Dinner Chair - Katherine Jump Christmas Party Committee - Portia Boord & Linda Baker  
Sunshine Cards - Julie Kossler  Luncheon Chair - Linda Baker 
Giving Tree - Pat Netzley & Pam Oswalt  Mother-Daughter-Friend Committee - Vacant 
Devotions—Marge Warner 

1 Sturdy drawstring backpack style cloth bag— approximately 14” X 17”,   
 w/ shoulder straps (handmade)   
1    Ruler—30 cm on one side (May have inches on the other side.)  
1  Box of Crayons (16 or 24) 5  Unsharpened Pencils w/Erasers 
1  Pencil Sharpener 1  2 1/2” Eraser 
1  Pair Blunt Scissors 
5  Blue or Black Ball point Pens (No GEL pens) 
4  70 Sheet College or Wide ruled Notebooks 

Our July—September Donation Emphasis is the Lutheran World Relief 
school kits we have supplied in the past. 

Our most important needs at this time are notebooks, scissors, crayons, 
rulers, and pencil sharpeners. 

FACE MASKS AVAILABLE AT TRINITY 

Adult face masks are in a bin out-
side the church and there are 
some child-size face masks in-
side if you would like to pick up 
any for your family.  You should 
wash the masks before wearing 
and if you need more, you can 
contact Bev Erdmann at 937-678
-0122 or 937-621-6748. 

Special thanks to Bev and her 
“elves” for sewing these masks 
for our use! 

Trinity has monies in our Benevo-
lence Fund for local families that 
need help.  If you know someone 
local who is struggling and needs 
financial help, please contact Pas-
tor Mel, Bev Erdmann, our Benev-

olence Treasurer, Diane Warner or any Council 
member.  We want to help those in need and our 
fund is there for that purpose.  Just let us know if 
there is someone in need. 

“And do not forget to do good and to share with  
others, for with such sacrifices God is pleased.”          

Hebrews 13:16 
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Again he began to teach beside the sea. (Mark 4:1) 

 

Greetings Trinity Church!  Grace and peace to you from God our Father and from the great teacher, Je-
sus Christ Our Lord, amen. 

As I write this article, I’ve finished hosting my first Zoom Confirmation Class.  All six of us were able to 
access the Zoom meeting site on our computers, laptops, tablets, or smartphones.  I confess I was pretty 
nervous about how to host an online class.  I know I over prepared, but I wanted to be ready for any contin-
gency.  (That probably goes back to my Air Force Training…)  Anyway, I felt it went really well!  Just having 
our five Confirmation Students together again was a success.  We read about and discussed Jesus calling his 
first disciples. 

This got me thinking about how much has changed in the way we do things since the middle of March 
when the Covid Virus hit.  In most areas we’ve adapted pretty well.  We worship outside or in our vehicles or 
over the internet.  In August, we had Holy Communion for the first time since the Pandemic, even if it was 
with dry wafers and the whole thing was in a Ziplock baggie...  We’ve been able to figure out a way for God’s 
Word to carry on.   

One area where we need to do better in in Christian Education.  I think I was just afraid of the Zoom 
technology and that’s why it took me so long to host a class for our Confirmands.  Even more than using Fa-
ceBook or YouTube for our Worship services, Zoom requires a different way to teach.  One of the things I 
learned is you have to be more patient with gaps and silence.  Sometimes the video is quite choppy.   

Now that I’ve broken through my mental barrier in using Zoom, I think it’s time to try a Bible/Book Study 
for adults or anyone who wants to join in.  So, starting after Labor Day on Wednesday, September 9th I’ll be 
hosting a Bible/Book club Zoom Meeting every Wednesday at 7:00 pm.  The first book we’ll be reading and 
discussing will be Lutheran Questions, Lutheran Answers: Exploring Christian Faith by Martin Marty.  It’s 
available on Amazon in paperback or Kindle format.  Please order the version you prefer and read through 
chapter 1 before our first Zoom Meeting.  We’ll spend about 5 or 6 weeks on this Book and then decide where 
we want to go from there.  I’ll be sending out email and text invitations with a link if you want to join. 

Teaching was extremely important to Jesus.  Teaching is mentioned in the Bible 335 times.  Our Luther-
an movement began on the campus of Wittenberg University where Dr. Martin Luther was a professor of Old 
Testament.  Even in this time of Pandemic we are still called to be learners of God’s Word.  Since we’re still 
not able to meet in person, I believe it’s time to offer this new Zoom method for continuing our quest to learn 
how to be better disciples of Jesus.  I hope you are interested in signing up for this Bible/Book Club.   

Martin Luther embraced the latest and greatest technology of his age when he printed his books and 
pamphlets on the new printing press, and we should carry on that tradition by using the latest technology to 
continue our own teaching and learning.  I’m excited to get started and I hope you are too!  Let’s all get back 
to studying God’s Word!  Can I get an amen? 

 

  Serving God and Loving Jesus, 

     Pastor Mel 
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So, after hearing Pastor’s initial sermon on the Lord’s prayer, I wrote this long article about the importance of 
teaching our children the Lord’s Prayer and the wonderful stories we heard as children.  But when I finished, 
I felt like I had written a sermon for all of you and that’s not my job.   In my articles I like to let you know you 
are loved and missed when we don’t see you.  I want you to know that God and I care about all of you and 
that if we keep working to help each other, we can make it through this pandemic together.   

Share God’s love with each other, teach our children the stories from the Bible and the Lord’s Prayer, and 
always pray.  Prayer can be that WOW that we say looking at a beautiful sunrise or sunset, or at this beauti-
ful earth, or the “Thank You” or “I need help” that we offer God during our day.  That’s the best survival tool 
that we all have. 

What A Friend We Have in Jesus is a favorite hymn for a good reason.  It’s nice to know that Jesus is our 
friend.  Take comfort in talking to your friend often. 

The nominating committee will soon begin working on our ballot for Church Officers for next year.  Please 
prayerfully consider helping Trinity by serving on the Church Council.   

Bev Erdmann 

New Appliances Needed 

Following is an update on several needed church projects: 

1.  Our upright freezer quit working and besides a very smelly room, we lost quite a bit of meat and 
bread we were going to use at the Grace Soup Kitchen.  We had to scramble to see to it they all got 
fed on our day to serve and minister.  

 

2. The old refrigerator put a whole new meaning to being classified as an “ice box”.  It has been used 
basically for holding over flowers from one Sunday to the next.  With this purchase, we will now have 
a backup to the kitchen refrigerator as well as extra space for a large meal at the church. 

 

3. The water cooler has not cooled water for a very long time.  Being in charge of our church 
water for safety, I was here to meet and aid a fellow from the EPA as he inspected our 
church.  He said we were in compliance with all rules but he gave a very strong recom-
mendation to replace our water cooler and the new water cooler has been installed. 

 

I was picked to head up this project by the Church Council.  I first announced this project at our outdoor 
church service and online service on Aug.9th.  I asked then and continue to ask for donations toward 
these purchases.  I am so grateful to all who have contributed so far but I am now trying to get the appeal 
out to all who know nothing about it.   

The total cost for the three pieces is $2028.  I did this as three separate projects and three members used 
their Thrivent Action Team accounts to acquire three $250 amounts.  So we started with $750 from 
Thrivent which will be used first and then the balance of $1278 will be paid with Building Fund money.  
With donations so far, we have what is needed down to $398.  I will gladly accept your donation until all 
pieces are paid for and your donations will go into the Building Fund account.  This way, if you want to 
write a check to the church, you may, if you choose to, take it off your income tax.  Also Eldon and I want 
to empty out the pump room where the refrigerator and freezer are housed, paint the floor and possibly 
the walls before we install the new appliances.  It also gives us a chance to really clean and arrange the 
room.   

Now to correct some misinformation that is out there.  We test our water for the state every three months.  
For quite some time the quality of our water has been fine.  Don’t ask me why but we are classified as a 
business.  I thought for some time about how to try to do this such as reporting that we were less than 25 
people but as you can see, that would be a lie.  I would never do that.  The main factor to me is that I am 
more satisfied knowing that we have safe drinking water for our church family. 

Dean Thompson 
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  “Although we do not always get the thank    
  you notes* back from the kids here to send  
  to you, please know how important your  
  cards and notes are to the Wernle children.   
  In many instances, other than case workers,  
  you are their only link to what goes on outside  
  our campus.  This is always true but never more so than during this pandemic.  

It is unbelievably hard to look at a child’s legal guardian and see it listed as Ohio or Indiana.  Can you imag-
ine not having anyone willing to step up for you?  Your kindness helps reinforce these kids that they matter, 
that God loves them. 
 

So, thank you and your congregation for sending these cards to the kids.  (*Trinity DID receive thank you 
notes from Gerardo, Amy, Katelyn, Zoe, Carley & Kylee for the cards and/or gift cards they were given.) 

The face masks and supplies you have provided us with are awesome.  Your gifts save our budget from 
spending thousands and thousands of dollars on the items you generously provide.  We could not get by 
without you. 

At this time our specific needs are: 

 Shampoo Body Wash Ivory Body Wash (for kids with allergies) Deodorant  
 Liquid Hand Soap Sanitizer “No show” or crew socks  Towels 
 Wash cloths Smaller size jeans Hair combs & brushes 
 

Another way you can help the kids at Wernle is by contributing to the resident’s Allowance Fund.  Each 
child receives $5.00 per week.  This adds up to over $14,000.00 per year and this comes straight out of the 
Wernle budget.  If you donate to this fund either by check or online, please designate that your donation 
goes to the Allowance Fund. 

Please stay safe and I look forward to seeing you all soon.” 

From Chris Parker, Church Relations Officer 

(*This information comes from Judy Ulrich.) 

 

RESIDENTS HAVE LEFT:  Residency at Wernle has dropped to 37 with many boys and girls continuing their 
lives outside Wernle Home so if you have previously selected one of the following, you may wish to select a 
new child with whom you can share God’s love with encouraging or special occasion cards: 
 

         Caleb L., Tyler G., Benjamin E., Alijah P., Harley T., Anthony B., Deja B.,  
  Gerardo, Kylianne C., Summer L., Chloe J., Zoe, R., Jordan R., Keaton S., Dustin C.   
 
NEW RESIDENTS:  There are also some new residents that need to be selected.  A few have had birthdays 
already this year but there are 12 with fall and winter birthdays.  If you would like to send a B-day, thinking of 
you or encouragement cards to one of the above residents not yet chosen, please contact Judy Ulrich at 
937.692.5054. 
 
Past birthdays: 
Katlin T.  1/20/05 Amy D.  3/4/05 Madyson B.  5/12/07 Raul D.  8/2/03 
 

Fall & winter birthdays: 
Devon H.  9/25/04 William A.  9/30/05 Nathan T.  10/10/04 Rylan D.  10/16/02 
Corey  10/27/06 Lucas C.  11/19/07 Clayton H.  11/20/01 Keegan S.  12/2/08 
Landon  12/4/05 Jayden H.(girl)  12/8/05 Nolan M.  12/13/07 James J.  12/22/05 
 
 
 
 

Check out the Wernle Facebook page or their website at www.wernle.org for news and information. 
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What a blessing to spend time with many of you in America!  Thank you for your friendship, your financial gifts, and 
your prayers for our ministry.  Now we’re eager to return “home” to Thailand, but we’re not sure if we can get there 
before our visa expires. 

Due to covid, very few individuals are allowed into the country.  Many individuals who have Thai spouses and chil-
dren are not even allowed back in.  Thankfully, we qualify to begin the application process, but we’ll need special-
ized plane tickets, 16 days in a government quarantine facility, and several medical checks — all on a strict timeline.  
The process is costly, daunting, and a bit bizarre. 

• Please pray for God’s leading through open and closed doors.  We’re ok flying or waiting, but we want to 
make wise use of the time and money God has provided. 

• Pray for peace for all of us, especially our daughters who miss favorite stuffed animals, friends, and Thai com-
fort foods. 

Losing a Close Friend 
This picture is a bittersweet reminder that the Thailand we left, is not the same Thailand 
to which we’ll return.  This summer one of our closest friends and fellow teammates, 
Rachel, died suddenly from an asthma attack. (Not covid related.)  Pray God would com-
fort Rachel’s family.  Pray that God would prepare our hearts as we seek to return to a 
community that has undergone much change in the last five months. 

Kids Raise Money for Talking Bibles 
On a happier note … we didn’t  see “sitting in a dunk tank” on the job application 
when we signed up for missions years ago.  But it was totally worth it to participate 
in a VBS and see the kids raise $1,600, enough to buy 160 “talking Bibles” for our 
community!  Praise God with us! 

6 feet 

   KIT ASSEMBLY 

Will take place at Trinity on Friday,  
September 4 and Monday, September 28 
from 9 am to 12 noon.  Join us if you can! 
 

TOWELS NEEDED …. 

for the Personal Care Kits.  Towels should be light weight, dark color, 
20X40 to 27X52.  Any donations can be dropped off at the church. 
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Birthdays  
 
4 Emily Campbell 
8 Linda Baker 
10 Susan Harter 
12 Leah Witters 
13 Zachary Long 
16 Trevor Shelley 

 
 
17 Bev Erdmann 
 Brent Shofner 
 Mollie Watson 

19 Sanny Schneider 
 Stephanie Burrell 
 Jarin Young 

 
 
20 Hunter Rich 
21 David Dornbusch 
24 Paul Erdmann 
28 Darryl Mehaffie 
29 Patty Sackett 

 
 
1 Sandra Hughert 
 Susan Harter 
2 Abigail Bond 
 Bryce Robinson 
 Morgan Taylor 
 Jarin Young 
4 Brian Baker 
 Joshua Snider 

 
 
7 Maddie Stacy 
13 Beckett Schmitmeyer 
19 Cody Troutwine 
 Jordan Mattox 
20 Noah Mehaffie 
21 Bradey Hesler 
22 Angelo Morelli 
 

 
 
24 Brooklyn Proffitt 
 Helena Proffitt 
 Joshua Kossler 
26 Deb Sease 
28 Jeremy Netzley 
30 Cassondra Creech 
 Katelynn Burrell-Troutwine 

Baptisms 

3 David & Joyce Hofacker 
4 Michael & Lori Mehaffie 
6 Brandon & Katy Groff 
8 Harold & Debra Harleman 

13 Brian & Jennifer Baker 
14 Charles & Peggy Didier 
21 Kerry & Stephanie Vanatta 
22 Barry & Judy Ulrich 

23 Mark & Roxanne Groff 
24 Neville & Sandra Hughert 
30 Eric & Sheila Campbell 

Anniversaries 

September  Celebrations 
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Trinity Evangelical Lutheran Church 

P.O. Box 64 - 8520 Oakes Road 

Pitsburg, Ohio 45358 

To— 

Evangelical Lutheran Church  

In America 

 


