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Grace Episcopal Church
Casanova, Virginia 20139
e-mail: gracechurchcasanova@gmail.com          website: www.gracechurchcasanova.org

Holy Week and Easter

     We gathered for Ash Wednesday and thanks to The Jacobs were could hear the service in our cars! We had to cancel Lent 1, but since then we have observed a holy (and quite unique) Lent! We certainly did not cancel Lent this year!
     God willing, Holy Week will happen! On March 28 at 10 AM we will observe Palm Sunday with a simple procession and Holy Eucharist.  A Good Friday Liturgy will be held at 12 noon on April 2,  and on Easter Day, April 4  10 am we will celebrate The Holy Eucharist . 
     Mark your calendars, spread the word, and open your hearts to the love revealed on the cross and our eternal hope proclaimed from an empty tomb.

[image: Bishop Gulick | The Episcopal Diocese of Virginia]
Bishop Ted
DISCERNMENT COMMITTEE REPORT - MARCH 2021
The search continues…
We remain very optimistic, although we have received no candidates to date.  It is true that our posting window closed on February 14, 2021, but the Diocese has extended it to show “open until filled.”  We remain in contact with the Diocese.  We are hopeful and prayerful that God is going to send us just the right person.
Sincere love and blessings,   
Judy Ball, Pat Williams, Kathlene Bilger, Linda Winslow, Tom Bilger, & Mary Neal 
Your Discernment Committee (DC) aka Search Committee
SENIOR WARDEN’S REPORT – MARCH 2021
Dear Grace Family,
Thankfully, we are back at church and have been blessed with a sound system so that, if it is raining, we may remain in our cars.  Although we are back to sitting in the church yard, we remain hopeful that inside worship will soon commence.  
Other happenings of late, include the update of the interior of the Rectory (also known as Redlands.)  The work continues as we are able to afford it and it is shaping up nicely.  Interior painting has been completed and all carpet has been removed. We are now preparing to arrange for floor refinishing.  It seems there are always plenty of home improvements that can be made when dealing with an old house.  As we chip away at those improvements, we will keep you informed.  Many thanks to all who have worked and are working to make the improvements!
You may notice some sprucing up around the grounds of our buildings as well.  The Memorial Garden hedges have been trimmed, thanks to the green thumb of one of our parishioners and the fence has been painted.  Your generous donations and prayers are making the improvements possible.  Thank you so much!  We are continuing to chip away at the improvements as well; thank you for your patience as we work through them.
Please join us for Holy Week, as described in Bishop Ted’s opening. We would love to see all from far and near.  You will always be welcomed at Grace with open arms.
	Blessings and love,
	Mary

TREASURER’S REPORT – FEBRUARY 2021
Income for the month of February was $6,215.91; expenditures totaled $4,308.60, resulting in income for the month of $1,907.31. No budget has been adopted for 2021 at this time.
Interest earned on our Roof/Rectory Renovation Fund during the month of February was $0.02 and disbursements of $6,700.38 were made for renovation work on the Rectory. The balance in the fund at the end of the month is $1,662.87.
The book value of our endowment fund is $60,073.49; market value - $63,929.12.
Just a reminder that, if you are unable to attend our outdoor worship services at this time, it would be appreciated if you would mail your pledge check to the Church at PO Box 18, Casanova, VA 20139.
Please continue to pray for Grace Church that it will grow spiritually, financially and
numerically. If you have any questions about this report or any financial matter, please contact me.
Judy Ball, Treasurer

FEED MY SHEEP (FMS)     	     
		Here we are, one year later, still in the midst of a pandemic. Businesses remain closed, schools only partially open and churches in limbo. But our people still need to have food.  Many are families that are out of work or struggling on reduced-hour employment. Many are seniors on fixed incomes. 
We are managing to fulfill their needs, but we remain dependent on donations. So many families have children that depend on school for breakfast and lunch. The schools do have pickup days for lunch but not everyone has the means to pick up.  Plus, that does not fill the three meal/seven day a week need.  FMS is managed strictly by volunteers; not only their time but the gas and repairs that go into our trucks.   Please send donations to Grace Church, c/o Judy Ball, PO Box 18, Casanova, VA  20139-0018. Checks should have a notation for FMS.  Cash is always welcome. Donations may also be placed in the collection plate on Sundays. Thank you for your continued support.   [image: ]

God’s Peace, Carol Grove [image: 😇]  


								a photo of an FMS haul at COSTCO

COVID-19 IN STATUS OF FAUQUIER
(as copied and/or paraphrased from Fauquier.com/news)
In Virginia - On March 15, 2021, Virginia recorded 1,130 new COVID-19 positive cases, slightly fewer than March 14th (1,173.) The total briefly slipped below 900 on March 8th. According to today’s reporting from the Virginia Department of Health, there have been 595,865 total reported cases of COVID in Virginia (127,135 probable). The seven-day average of new cases in the state is 1,325.
In Fauquier - On March 14 and 15, 2021, Fauquier County added nine new cases each day -- for a total of 4,098 cases; the average number of new daily cases in the last seven days is 10.
Schools – Schools opened on March 15, 2021 with children attending four days of in-person learning.   [Parents, teachers and students have been courageous and long-suffering; our prayers go with them.][footnoteRef:1] [1:  an editorial note in positive recognition of our parents, teachers, and students] 

The Percentage - A measure of how Virginia is managing the COVID-19 crisis, the seven-day positivity rate (total tests compared to positive tests) is continuing to drop; on March 15, 2021, it was 5.4%. In the Rappahannock-Rapidan Health District, the positivity average is at 5.2%. When the positivity rate is below 5% for two weeks, it is a signal that transmission is low enough to begin lifting some restrictions. The rate has been generally been moving downward since January 9, 2021, when it was 13.2%.
The Vaccine – Fauquier County is currently in phase 1B.  Virginia’s vaccine dashboard can be found at:
https://www.vdh.virginia.gov/coronavirus/covid-19-vaccine-summary/
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	Good Friday
April 2, 2021

	Isaiah 52:13-53:12
Psalm 22
Hebrews 10:16-25
John 18:1-19:42
	Dee Garrett

	Resurrection of the Lord
April 4, 2021
Easter Day
	Acts 10:34-43
Psalm 118:1-2, 14-24	
1 Corinthians 15:1-11
John 20:1-18
	Judy Ball

	Second Sunday of Easter
April 11, 2021
	Acts 4:32-35	
Psalm 133	
1 John 1:1-2:2	
John 20:19-31
	Mary Neal

	Third Sunday of Easter
April 18, 2021
	Acts 3:12-19	
Psalm 4	
1 John 3:1-7	
Luke 24:36b-48
	Bryan Jacobs

	Fourth Sunday of Easter
April 25, 2021
	Acts 4:5-12	
Psalm 23	
1 John 3:16-24	
John 10:11-18
	Dee Garrett


APRIL SCHEDULE



























H E L P !
Looking optimistically toward the Spring and Summer, we need your help!  Hoping to be inside soon, we are also hoping for your involvement.  Please volunteer as an acolyte (light candles and assist the priest) and/or usher (hand out bulletins and collect offering.)  If you would be interested or willing to fill these roles or any others (reader, altar prep, coffee hour host,) either now or when we move inside, please notify a member of the Vestry or e-mail
maryneal2112@gmail.com.


APRIL BIRTHDAYS and ANNIVERSARIES
	Dave and Jennifer Coates
	1-Apr

	Renee McLeod
	6-Apr

	Genna Warren
	7-Apr

	Yanina Escorcia
	9-Apr

	Billy Riley
	13-Apr

	Dee Garrett	
	14-Apr

	Courtney Holmes	
	20-Apr

	Katie Helbock
	23-Apr

	James and Marilyn Ottevaere
	30-Apr
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https://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/lections.php?year=B&season=Lent



[bookmark: _Hlk66776509]CHURCH DIRECTORY UPATE
Thanks to all who provided updated information for the Church Directory.  It has been published and copies placed in the brochure holder on the wall in the back of the church.  Please help yourself.  If you would like an e-mailed copy or if you would like one mailed to you, please send your request to maryneal2112@gmail.com.
Thanks!
Mary
Editor
Hebrews 10:23 Let us hold fast to the confession of our hope without wavering, for he who has promised is faithful.
	“Not long before I formally found my way into the Episcopal Church in my adulthood, I wandered into a particular Episcopal parish.  The place was full of crucifixes.  You couldn’t look anywhere without seeing Jesus hanging there, in graphic detail, on the cross.  I was a bit scandalized at the violence and ubiquity of the image. 
	These days, if I walked into that same church, I’d be less shocked.  I’m not sure that’s good.  The fact is, the crucifixion of Jesus is outrageous.  It’s abhorrently violent.  It’s unjust.  And, yet, the cross is much more than that.
	Jesus willingly gave himself for us, just as he promised he would.  The cross is a sign of God’s faithfulness to us, a promise that God’s love cannot be kept away, not even from the worst kind of scandalous violence.  Whatever we have done, Jesus died for you and me.  The passion, death, and resurrection of Jesus have freed us from sin and death.  Let us all confess our hope – the hope that Jesus’ love is for everyone, at all times and in all places.”
An excerpt from Forward Day by Day; narrative by Scott Gunn













[image: ]QUESTION:  “WHAT AM I MISSING?” [image: ]
                               		 ANSWER:  “THIS !”



Take advantage of the beauty, history, and solitude this holy place offers you!
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Not shown above is the event at the very end of October that is specifically designed for those over 55; however, all are welcomed! This is called “Fall Camp” and will occur  October 25-28, 2021.  It is not a Shrine Mont-sponsored event, but rather a committee of our Episcopal peers from three Dioceses.  More to come on Fall Camp later this year, but for more information on the Shrine Mont events shown above, pl​ease visit Shrine Mont's page:
https://shrinemont.com/.


AMAZON SMILE
FOR GRACE CHURCH
Don’t forget to sign up with Amazon Smile to have 0.5% of the purchase price of eligible items given to Grace Church at no cost to you! You can also go to the Grace Church website home page and click on the link there. 
 
*******AmazonSmile Shopping App for Android Users Now Available****** 
You can now support Grace in the Amazon shopping app on your Android device!  Simply follow these instructions to turn on AmazonSmile and start generating donations to Grace from your Android device. 
· If you have the latest version of the Amazon Shopping App, open the App on your  Android device. 
· View Settings and select AmazonSmile. 
· Follow the in-App instructions to complete the process. 
AmazonSmile is not currently available for IOS users – we’ll let you know when it becomes available. 
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February 26 - 28 Winter Digital Photography
April 30 - May 2 Spring Yoga Retreat

May 6 - 9 Digital Photography Retreat (3 days, Thursday - Sunday)
June 4 - 6 Women’s Retreat

June 11 - 13 Arranging for the Joy of It

June 11 - 13 Painting Creation

July 17 - 20 Summer Camp for Grown Ups
July 23 - 25 Writing Retreat

September 3 - 6 Summer’s End Family Reunion
September 12 - 13 Tee with the Bishop Golf
September 10 - 12 Arranging for the Joy of It
September 17 - 19 Fall Yoga

September 24 - 26 Mindfulness Meditation

October 3 - 6 Summer Camp for Grown Ups - Fall Edition

October 5 - 7 The School of Earth and Soul Year 1

October 8 - 11 Digital Photography (3 days, Friday - Monday)

October 12- 14 The School of Earth and Soul Year 2

October 15 - 17 The Mountains Are Calling
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