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Pastor’s Corner                          “But when he saw the wind, he was afraid and, beginning to sink, cried out, ‘Lord, save me!’”
                                                                                                                                                                      Matthew 14:30
I don’t know if I’ve ever had a time in my life when I’ve felt more like Peter! I’m walking along, doing my best to do what Jesus would do (though I’ve never quite managed walking on the water – I can confirm, I am about as buoyant as a rock!), and the noise of the wind around me distracts me and overwhelms me.  And these past couple of weeks, there have been times where it feels like I’m foundering in the sea in the midst of a huge storm. It’s not a storm of literal wind and waves, but it is a storm of change and uncertainty and a little bit of fear…and it tempts me to take my eyes off Jesus.
When we take our eyes off Jesus, we do what Peter did: we sink. Peter had been in the storm for some time – all night long. When Jesus showed up, walking on the water, he turned his sight to his Teacher and Lord, and he stepped out into the storm. And he walked! How many steps it was, we don’t know – but he walked. But when he took his eyes off Jesus, he started to sink. Jesus had to grab him and save him.
We are in the midst of a storm. We cannot change that. But Jesus is with us – and we have a choice. Will we keep him in sight, looking at his example and listening to his voice and following in his steps?  Or will we lose sight of him and give all of our attention to the wind and the waves…and sink into confusion and terror and despair?
For the next few weeks, we are all living in the midst of a storm. It’s important that we practice the advice of medical experts and keep our physical distance from one another, but we need to still keep our eyes on Jesus. He is with us in the storm, and if we remain focused on him, we can walk through it with hope and joy and peace, not fear. We won’t sink – we’ll walk in his steps.
To help us all do that, we are offering many ways to connect with the church.  Much of it is online, so if you have an e-mail address make sure we know it, and “Like” us on Facebook: www.facebook.com/gracehillsbaptist/.  Yet we know not everyone is comfortable with being online, so we are also offering care and discipleship through mailed material, calls from deacons and teachers, and checking on neighbors.
Much of what we are able to do as a church depends on you:  your prayers, your care for one another, your heart for serving the least of these, your support for the church. In these uncertain days – these stormy waters – keep your eyes on Jesus and keep walking in his steps. Keep walking the walk of the faith. If we all do that together, we will keep our feet in the storm and do our Master’s will.
Be blessed, friends!							In Christ,
									Adam
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
In response to the COVID-19 pandemic, our Church Council has cancelled all gatherings of more than 10 people for the next 4 weeks. through April 15th. This is in line with the guidance of the CDC and government officials, and we encourage our congregation to abide by the ongoing direction of governing authorities.
- We have made some plans in specific ministry areas:
*Connect with God: Worship will move to online to www.facebook.com/gracehillsbaptist/.
*Care for One Another: Deacons will be calling their families regularly; younger folks will be encouraged to help with routine errands and the like; care notes will be provided if people want to reach out to one another with notes of encouragement.
Continued from page 1….

* Engage the World: Grace Hills will partner with area churches in feeding hungry children, using funds donated for disaster relief and also applying for a grant through the BGAV.
*Grow in Christ: Sunday School teachers will be invited to post lessons for streaming and viewing on our Facebook page; we will provide a daily common prayer experience for our congregation; we have started a GHBC Family Resource group on Facebook for our young families.
- All of this is the ongoing work of the church. We hope you will continue to still support the church financially as you have in the past to fund these ongoing ministries. Many of our members have been diligent in sending their tithes and offerings by mail (PO Box 807, Appomattox, VA 24522) or dropping it by the church office. In addition to that, we now are able to receive financial gifts online through our partnership with the BGAV. To make a one-time gift or set up recurring donations, visit: https://donatenow.networkforgood.org/bgav. It is important to enter "Grace Hills Baptist Church, Appomattox, VA" and choose "Give to My BGAV Church" in the process, so that your gifts are allocated to our ministry.
For step-by-step instructions, if needed, visit our Connect and Give tab on our website and scroll down to the Online Giving instructions: https://gracehillsbaptist.com/connect-and-give. Thank you for your support!
Ruth has been sending some emails recently – if you aren’t receiving them, please email her at gracehillsbaptist@gmail.com with your name as the Subject, and she will add you to future church emails.
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________

From the Deacons							                      		 

It’s mid-March at the writing of this article.  We are in the middle of the Coronavirus Pandemic. We are faced with a situation unimagined and unprecedented.
We begin with prayer for our church family, their families, friends, and neighbors. We have been told to stay out of groups of 10 or more and basically go out only when essential. Our prayer is for wellness of our Grace Hills families, our community, state, nation, and world. We continue to make regular contacts through the family ministry program and provide help in whatever ways they can. It is also important that each of us express our needs. In this way, we rally around one another. 
We pray also for our pastor. Adam is seeking the advice of the BGAV, state leaders, fellow pastors, and church leaders to determine best ways to continue the Grace Hills’ ministries of worship, teaching, care, and mission. Please be in prayer and encourage Adam, especially during this challenging time. 
Again, a reminder that the Deacon Council is a ministry of service and Christian love. If you are aware of those for whom we should pray, visit, or assist, please contact any deacon.
May the grace and peace of God and His great blessings be with you.
									Janice Marston, Chair
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Children in Action

The Children in Action will be meeting the 4th Sunday in April during the Children’s Church time rather than the 3rd Sunday. April 26th, we will be preparing for our next mission project, “Pure Water, Pure Love.” Church family, stay tuned to see how you may be able to help us with our project of helping others have pure water while learning about Jesus, “the living water.”						- Lucianne Warren
🎶 🎶 MUSIC NOTES 🎶 🎶
 Our children did an outstanding job with ringing and singing on Sunday, March 1st. I hope you realize how long the children work on music to present to you. I appreciate the parents who get them to Sunday school regularly, so that their music can be inspiring.
Unfortunately, the attempt to halt large crowded gatherings in order to control the spread of the Corona virus is impacting spring music events. Susie Thomas's spring concert of Commonwealth Chorale in April has been postponed until summertime, and the Jefferson Chorale Society's April presentation of "Elijah" is in jeopardy. My dulcimer group's St. Patrick's Day concert at the local nursing home has been cancelled; our Virginia Baptist Women's Choir concert in Bassett in late March will not happen as planned. 
Music brings people together and cheers the souls of us all. While you are in self-imposed isolation at home, try to find a good radio station or to put on a favorite music CD. 
This limitation on the size of worship will be with us for good while, as we try to keep everyone safe.  Please try to tune in to the streamed worship at 11 a.m. on Sundays from Grace Hills’ Facebook page.  A small choir is meeting to add live music to that event. I heard part of last week's (March 15th) streamed worship hour and both the piano and the choir sounded really good, even over that small taping source.  We appreciate Lara being the video technician and Adam for setting it up.
Stay well and keep singing!
Nancy Williams
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________
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…Let us love one another. 1 John 4:7


The Coronavirus Pandemic has changed life as we have known it. Although no one has answers, we do have guidance. We can love one another.
During March, Good Neighbor staffed the center only on an “as needed” basis, with regular attention to the calls left on the answering machine.  We continue to respond to the needs of our families through phone calls and in person, when possible.
We reflect on our work.  It is always about helping our neighbors. This is something each of us can continue to do in a way that also considers health and safety. 
If you are seeking help or know someone in need, call us.  You may use a direct cell phone number (434-660-4873) as an immediate contact.  The Good Neighbor Council and volunteers will continue to communicate on a regular basis. 
We pray God’s protection and blessings for wellness and safety for all. 
	Prayer: Father, help us to always realize that we are on a mission for You.
Blessings,
The Good Neighbor Team
Your Church Council at Work
Your church council met Sunday morning, March 1st, with 8 members present. Reports presented by each member detailed how the work of the church is being done and how plans are being made for Holy Week events and youth summer activities. Linda Mays, Mission Council chair, described a church-wide opportunity to donate to the work of the Pregnancy Support Center (which has an office in Appomattox) by putting coins in "baby bottles" found  in Sunday school classrooms and near doors of the church. These "bottles" will be available until Easter Sunday.* Calendar dates were submitted and requests for use of the facilities of our church were considered. Adam suggested that we all take a look at the work that Ruth has done on the church's web page.  
Nancy Williams, Secretary
*The Pregnancy Support Center bottle drive has since been cancelled, due to our COVID-19 precautions. 
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Grace Hills Early Learning Center News
Director: Leslie Galloway   Bookkeeper: Lisa Dawson   Phone: (434) 352-2273   Email: gracehillselc@aol.com
Enrollment:        Full Time Students: 85    School Age Students: 35

Some of what we have been learning:
· Infant classes have been busy learning about animals and the sounds they make. 
· Tot’s class learned to count to 10 using animal cards.
· 2’s class explored the color green with different craft activities.  The children had so much fun bringing something green from home for Show and Tell.
· Red 3’s class learned about Dr. Seuss and enjoyed reading lots of Dr. Seuss’s books.
· Blue 3’s class learned about Community Helpers. They had a Police Officer (Trooper Neal) and Pastor (Pastor Adam) come to visit and talk to the children about their jobs and how they help people.
· Pre-K classes have been learning different Bible Stories:
· The Good Samaritan, Prodigal son
· Jesus heals the paralyzed man/Blind Bartimaeus 
· Zacchaeus/Friends at Bethany

Each month all of our Preschool classes have colors, numbers, shapes and letters they work on to prepare them for the next class.  Each class also has monthly Bible Verses!
Last month we celebrated Dr. Seuss’s Birthday with lots of fun activities!
[bookmark: _GoBack]ELC in April: Council meeting on thr 14th at 4pm; Chapel on the 6th and 20th at 9:15am; ELC closed, April 13th  
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Grace Hills Baptist Church
gracehillsbaptist.com
PO Box 807 (for mail)					(434) 352-8847
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Monica Ewer’s (Financial Secretary) office hours: Mondays and Wednesdays, 9:00am-5:00pm
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