FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE:
DAN CREEDEN RECORDS FIRST MODIFIED WIN OF 2021 AT FIVE MILE POINT SPEEDWAY ON SATURDAY NIGHT.  JASON BUTLER RETURNS TO STREET STOCK VICTORY LANE FOR FIRST TIME IN SEVERAL YEARS AND RAY LEONARD IS THE FIRST REPEAT CRATE SPORTSMAN WINNER.
KIRKWOOD, NY…Danny Creeden returned to Five Mile Point Speedway on Saturday in fine fashion as he picked up the victory in the Sunoco Modified 30 lap feature event.  Ray Leonard became the first regular season repeat winner in the Insinger Performance Crate Sportsman division and Jason Butler returned to Street Stock victory lane for the first time in several years.
Brian Malcolm and rookie Bobby Puckett, Jr. sat on the front row for the start of the Sunoco Modified 30 lap feature event on Saturday.  Malcolm immediately shot out into the race lead at the drop of the green as Scott Landers hustled from third to second.  Nick Rochinski wasted no time with his advance forward as charged from sixth to third in just 3 laps.  The first caution of the race flew on lap 6 and on the restart Landers used the outside line to take over the race lead from Malcolm. Unfortunately, the caution flew again one lap later.  Landers opted to restart on the outside but this time Malcolm was up to the task as he regained the race lead.  Rochinski again wasted no time as he went to the outer limits of the speedway to take over the lead on lap 9.
On lap ten the top five consisted of Rochinski, Malcolm, Creeden, Landers and Justin Holland.  Rochinski quickly opened up his advantage as Malcolm and Creeden battleld for the second slot.  Back to back cautions flew on lap 14 and Scott Landers, Barry White and Art Bray all retired from competition.  When the green flew again the top three remained unchanged but now Brian Puckett was up to fifth after starting in fourteenth.  Brett Tonkin had also made his weekly pilgrimage from the 22nd starting spot to advance up to sixth at this stage.  Tonkin broke in the heat race resulting in him starting deep in the field again. The race would go on for the longest green flag stretch of the event with Rochinski able to open up a big lead over Malcolm.  On lap 18 Creeden took to the high side of the speedway and moved past Malcolm for second place. Creeden now had the outside line dialed in as he began to close in on the race leader every lap.
Rochinski was slowed by lapped traffic and Creeden was able to take advantage. With only a lap and a half remaining Creeden worked past Rochinski as the duo navigated traffic.  The caution flew on lap 29 for the final time and set up a one lap dash for the win.  When the green flew Rochinski stayed close but couldn’t make a solid bid to regain the lead.  Creeden went on for the win with Rochinski finishing second.  Malcolm, Holland and Brian Puckett completed the top five.  Tonkin, Frank Yankowski, Brad Szulewski, Glenn Knapp and Aleia Geisler completed the top ten.  Geisler rebounded from twice having to pit for a loose sail panel and restarting last. Heat winners were:  Yankowski, Malcolm and Creeden. 
Bryce Bailey and Ray Leonard brought the Insinger Performance Crate Sportsman to the green flag in their 25 lap feature event.  Leonard, fresh off a victory on July 10th immediately utilized the outside line at the start to take the lead and he never looked back.  Two early race cautions on lap 4 slowed the action but the balance of the race went with only one caution.  Leonard led every lap enroute to the victory.  Bailey had another solid run finishing second. Brandon Loucks made his first regular season start and finished third with Dominic Roselli and Seth Zacharias completing the top five.  Point leader Gary Smith finished sixth with Australian driver Zac McDonald finishing seventh in his first appearance at the speedway.  Randy Brokaw, Nick Plumstead and Mike Nagel, Jr. completed the top ten slots.  Heat winners were: Plumstead, Brokaw and Gary Smith.
The 20 lap Street Stock feature saw an outstanding battle for the entire 20 laps between Gene Sharpsteen and Jason Butler.  Sharpsteen led the first seven laps but Butler utilized the outside line to take the race lead on lap 8.  The duo ran side by side the entire race as they battled for the win. Butler was able to hold off Sharpsteen for his first victory in several years.  Nick Robinson drove the Sharpsteen back up car for a third place finish.  Mike Williams made his 2021 debut and took home fourth.  Doug Stack, Jr. finished fifth.  Heat winners were Sharpsteen and Butler. 
The 20 lap S.W.A.T Exterminating Factory Stock feature saw Daniel Stevens and Kevin McDonald on the front row for the start.  McDonald raced out to the lead at the drop of the green flag and looked to be the guy to beat.  Justin Slezak, who started eighth quickly emerged as his biggest early challenger as he raced to second by lap 3.  Slezak had missed his heat race after a water pump broke in practice forcing him to start in the back row.  The top two hooked up in a great battle for the lead as they ran side by side for a number of laps.  Kurtis Stickle ran back in third place as he made his 2021 debut with a new car.  Stickle was within reach of the leaders but sat back waiting for a mistake out front.  That mistake occurred when McDonald and Slezak made contact.  The duo kept racing but on lap 16 both headed pit side with flat tires.  This put Stickle in the race lead, one he would not relinquish. For Stickle the victory would be his first of 2021.  Charlie Towner, Justin Slezak, Blake Furman and Daniel Stevens completed the top five. Charlie Towner was the heat winner.
James Randall recorded the win in the 20 lap 600 Modified feature.  Randall took the lead on lap 7 and was never seriously challenged through the remainder of the event.  Travis Rooney took a wild ride on lap 2 as he flipped on the homestretch bringing out the red flag.  He was uninjured but done for the night.  For Randall the victory was his first of the season. Eli Akshar, Bob Hamm, Jason Sullivan and Chelsea Beebe completed the top five. Heat winners were James Randall and Chelsea Beebe. 
The 20 lap Futures Crate Sportsman class saw Matthew Backus lead all 20 laps for his third victory of the season. Backus started second by virtue of the redraw.  He was followed across the line by Kyle Smith, Dale Folejewski, Joe Buchanan, Ryan Zelosko. Heat winners were Adam Gilbert and Dale Folejewski. 
Kenny Underwood won for the second straight event in the FWD Four Cylinder Expert 15 lap main event.  Underwood took the lead from Brian Salmini on lap 12 and led the balance of the way.  Salmini finished second with Doug Newbigging, Greg Slater and Josh Wilder completing the top five.  Heat winners were Andy Bolles and Underwood. 
Austin Slater led all 12 laps of the FWD Four Cylinder Novice feature event on Saturday.  For Slater it was his second victory of his career and the season.  Shaun, Furman, Colbie Lockwood, Jim Backowski and Lucas Plaistead completed the top five finishers. Bethany Gilbert and Scott Beach were the heat winners. 
COUNTER POINTS…The region saw rain move in late in the evening but the entire program was completed prior to the rain falling…A few light showers did not slow the racing program…Danny Creeden became the fifth different Sunoco Modified winner in six races…Only Nick Rochinski has repeat wins in the division…Brett Tonkin is the current point leader despite not having a feature win…For the fourth time this season Tonkin had to come from beyond 20th position to make his way forward this time settling in for 6th …Brian Puckett also had a good run from 15th to 5th…Saturday was an added racing program after rainouts and a limited 2021 schedule…All teams were awarded 25 show up points and it was a draw/redraw format…The entire evening saw entertaining racing in every class…Travis Rooney took a wild wide in the 600 Modified feature as he came together with another car on the homestretch and went end over end…Fortunately, he emerged uninjured…Racing continues this Saturday with the 57th Heath Memorial…
SUNOCO RACE FUELS MODIFIED OFFICIAL FEATURE FINSH (30 LAPS): DAN CREEDEN ($1,200), Nick Rochinski, Brian Malcolm, Justin Holland, Brian Puckett, Brett Tonkin, Frank Yankowski, Brad Szulewski, Glenn Knapp, Aleia Geisler, Jason Andrews, T.J. Frost, Gregg Turner, Bobby Puckett, Alissa Cody, Brian Mady, George Hildebrandt, Arthur Bray, Scott Landers, Barry White, P.J. Goodwin, Kenny Hildebrandt, Mike Nagel, Sr. 
INSINGER PERFORMANCE CRATE SPORTSMAN OFFICIAL FEATURE FINISH (25 LAPS):  RAY LEONARD, Bryce Bailey, Brandon Loucks, Dominic Roselli, Seth Zacharias, Gary Smith, Zac McDonald, Randy Brokaw, Nick Plumstead, Mike Nagel Jr,, Matt Brewer, Dan Soloman, Carter Crooker, Alan Komar, Josh Allen, Mackenzie Marsh, Jake Mele, Brad Weaver, Steve Davis, Kyle Walsh, Jason Feinberg, Matt Sobiech.
SWAT EXTERMINATING FACTORY STOCK OFFICIAL FEATURE FINISH (20 LAPS):  KURTIS STICKLE, Charlie Towner, Justin Slezak, Blake Furman, Daniel Stevens, Austin Manzer, Scott Brown, Kevin McDonald.  DNS – Noah Sieidel. 
FRONT WHEEL DRIVE FOUR CYLINDER EXPERT OFFICIAL FEATURE FINISH (15 LAPS): KENNY UNDERWOOD, Brian Salmini, Doug Newbigging, Greg Slater, Josh Wilder, Matt Gibson, Josh Gunn, Jason Seymour, Mike Jenks, Andy Bolles, Rich Wagner, Jeff Hayes, John Maynard, George VanAken. 
FRONT WHEEL DRIVE FOUR CYLINDER NOVICE OFFICIAL FEATURE FINISH (12 LAPS): AUSTIN SLATER, Shaun, Furman, Colbie Lockwood, Jim Backowski, Lucas Plaistead, Dan Hoyt, Bethany Gilbert, Josh Griffin, Scott Beach 
STREET STOCK OFFICIAL FEATURE FINISH (20 LAPS):  JASON BUTLER, Gene Sharpsteen, Nick Robinson, Mike Willilams, Doug Stack Jr., Doug Polhamus, Tyler Stoddard, Doug Stack Sr., Bobb Wagner, Dan Fonte, David Stalker Oliver Gage, Dusty Decker, Josh Hislop.
FUTURE SPORTSMAN OFFICIAL FEATURE FINISH (20 LAPS): MATTHEW BACKUS, Kyle Smith, Dale Folejewski, Joe Buchanan, Ryan Zelosko, Billy Feske, Adam Gilbert, Paul Conklin.  DNS – Joshua Fedo. 
600 MODIFIED OFFICIAL FEATURE FINISH (20 LAPS):  JAMES RANDALL, Eli Akshar, Bob Hamm, Jason Sullivan, Chelsea Beebe, Dustin Jones, Douglas Gereraux, Nick Robinson, David Brown, Travis Rooney, Rich Powell.  DNS – Sheldon Whitman. 



 
