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SSttoorrkk  WWoommeenn  aanndd  tthhee  FFllyyiinngg  SSccrroollll  

ZZeecchhaarriiaahh’’ss  SSiixxtthh  NNiigghhtt  VViissiioonn  

 1 Again I lifted my eyes and saw, and behold, a flying scroll! 
 2  And he said to me, "What do you see?" I answered, "I see a flying 

scroll. Its length is twenty cubits, and its width ten cubits." 
 3  Then he said to me, "This is the curse that goes out over the face 

of the whole land. For everyone who steals shall be cleaned out 
according to what is on one side, and everyone who swears falsely 
shall be cleaned out according to what is on the other side. 

 4  I will send it out, declares the LORD of hosts, and it shall enter the 
house of the thief, and the house of him who swears falsely by my 
name. And it shall remain in his house and consume it, both timber 
and stones." 

 5  Then the angel who talked with me came forward and said to me, 
"Lift your eyes and see what this is that is going out." 

 6  And I said, "What is it?" He said, "This is the basket that is going 
out." And he said, "This is their iniquity in all the land." 

 7  And behold, the leaden cover was lifted, and there was a woman 
sitting in the basket! 

 8  And he said, "This is Wickedness." And he thrust her back into the 
basket, and thrust down the leaden weight on its opening. 

 9  Then I lifted my eyes and saw, and behold, two women coming 
forward! The wind was in their wings. They had wings like the 
wings of a stork, and they lifted up the basket between earth and 
heaven. 

 10  Then I said to the angel who talked with me, "Where are they 
taking the basket?" 
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 11  He said to me, "To the land of Shinar, to build a house for it. And 
when this is prepared, they will set the basket down there on its 
base." 

 
Zechariah 5:1-11 

  

 

Two Women 
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1 The last verse beginning with “Rephaim...” is Young’s Literal Translation. 
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The Flying Scroll 

                                                           
2 Another parallel is in 13:2-9. See Kline, 177. 
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3 Going Deeper: Three things should be kept in mind. First, there is a general sense in which 
everyone was guilty of these crimes. Second, the entire nation suffered the consequences. 
Thus, even God’s elect were brutally taken out of their land and brought into captivity in 
Babylon, if they weren’t put to death before they got there. Finally, the curses were temporal 
curses, not eternal curses. That is, God’s elect could suffer temporal curses, even being put to 
death for their sins, but not go to hell for it. The temporal points typologically to the eternal, 
but is not itself equal with the eternal curses, and that is why the elect can suffer temporal 
punishment for their sins. 
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4 Kline, 181. 
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5 George L. Klein, Zechariah, vol. 21B, The New American Commentary (Nashville, TN: B 
& H Publishing Group, 2008), 171. 
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A pithos, from Creete 675 B.C. 

                                                           
6 See especially Hesiod, Works and Days 1.59-94. 
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7 Eibert, J. C. Tigchelaar, Prophets of Old and the Day of the End: Zechariah, the Book of Watchers, 
and Apocalyptic (Leiden, Netherlands: E. J. Brill, 1995), 60-61. 
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8 The path takes the stork north from Africa, through Israel, into western Syria, before 
making its way east and south into Babylon. North is the same direction Israel was taken into 
captivity in the parallel thought in Jeremiah 8:7. Also, the opposite parallel, “Flee from the 
lands of the north” (Zech 2:6) is its reversal. 
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9 John D. W. Watts, vol. 25, Word Biblical Commentary : Isaiah 34-66, Word Biblical 
Commentary (Dallas: Word, Incorporated, 2002), 13-14. 
10 Babylonian Talmud Shabbat 151B. 
11 Raphael Patai, “Lilith,” Journal of American Folklore Vol. 77, No. 306 [Oct.-Dec., I964], 
295-314. http://www.godawa.com/chronicles_of_the_nephilim/Articles_By_Others/Patai-
Lilith.pdf  
12 Ibid., 295. 

http://www.godawa.com/chronicles_of_the_nephilim/Articles_By_Others/Patai-Lilith.pdf
http://www.godawa.com/chronicles_of_the_nephilim/Articles_By_Others/Patai-Lilith.pdf
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13 See Robert Hayward, “The Priestly Blessing in Targum Pseudo-Jonathan,” Journal for the 
Study of the Pseudepigrapha 10 (April 1999): 85-87. 
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Isaiah Hebrew LXX LXX trans. YLT NAS ESV KJV JPS TNK 

34:11 qaath 
qippod 

yanshuph 
oreb 

ornov 
echinos 

ibis 
korak 

birds 
hedgehog 

ibises 
ravens 

pelican 
hedge-hog 

owl 
raven 

pelican 
hedgehog 

owl 
raven 

hawk 
porcupine 

owl 
raven 

cormorant 
bittern 

owl 
raven 

pelican 
bittern 

owl 
raven 

jackdaws 
owls 

great owls 
ravens 

34:13 Tan 
Yaanah 

seiren 
strouthion 

monsters 
ostriches 

dragons 
ostriches 

jackals 
ostriches 

jackals 
ostriches 

dragons 
owls 

wild-dogs 
ostriches 

jackals 
ostriches 

34:14 Tsiyyim 
‘iyyim 
Sair 
lilith 

 
daimonion 

ovokentauros 
onokentauros 

 
devils 
satyrs 
satyrs 

ziim 
aiim 
goat 

night-owl 

des. creatures 
wolves 

hairy goat 
night monster 

wild animals 
hyenas 

wild goat 
night bird 

wild beasts 
wild beasts 

satyr 
screech owl 

wild-cats 
jackals 
satyr 

night-monster 

wildcats 
hyenas 

goat-demon 
lilith 

34:15 Qippoz 
dayyah 

echinos 
elapos 

hedgehog 
deer 

bittern 
vulture 

tree snake 
hawk 

owl 
hawk 

great owl 
vulture 

arrowsnake 
kite 

arrowsnake 
buzzard 

          

Isaiah Hebrew LXX LXX trans. YLT NAS ESV KJV JPS TNK 

13:21 Tsiyyim 
Oach 

Yaanah 
Sair 

theron 
echos 
seiren 

daimonion 

wild beasts 
“howling” 
monsters 

devils 

ziim 
howlings 

daut of ostrich 
goats 

des. creatures 
owls 

ostriches 
shaggy goats 

wild animals 
hyenas 

ostriches 
wild goats 

wild beasts 
doleful creat. 

owls 
satyrs 

wild-cats 
ferrets 

ostriches 
satyrs 

beasts 
owls 

ostriches 
goats 

13:22 ‘iyyim 
Tan 

ovokentauros 
echos 

satyrs 
hedgehogs 

hyenas 
jackals 

hyenas 
jackals 

hyenas 
jackals 

wild beasts 
dragons 

jackals 
wild-dogs 

jackals 
dragons 

                                                           
14 If the early Fathers were right and the demons are the disembodied spirits of Nephilim, we 
know that there were female giants.  
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15 Alberto Ferreiro, The Twelve Prophets, Ancient Christian Commentary on Scripture OT 14 
(Downers Grove, IL: InterVarsity Press, 2003), 246. 
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16 Mark J. Boda, Haggai, Zechariah, The NIV Application Commentary (Grand Rapids, MI: 
Zondervan Publishing House, 2004), 308. 
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