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March 2008,     VOLUME 1; NUMBER 1

Hello everyone and welcome to the first of what I hope will be many monthly newsletters.

WELCOME TO OUR SAINT PATRICK'S DAY DINNER
This evening's menu:

Soup: Irish Lamb

1st Nosing: REDBREAST 12 YR OLD

Salad: Traditional Irish (with Hard Boiled Eggs, Tomatoes, Cucumbers, and Water Chestnuts)

2nd Nosing: GREENORE 8 YEARS OLD
(introduced by: Gerry Gillis)
Entree: Irish Stew in a Sourdough Breadbowl

Vegetables: Cauliflower and Broccoli

Potato: Parisian styled

3rd Nosing: GLENMORANGIE 15 YEARS OLD

(sponsored by: Michael Hartzman)
Dessert: Bread Pudding with Caramel and Rum

COST OF THE MALTS

I know members are always interested in the cost of the single malts we taste. Plus the $75 Special Occasion Permit and the 16% levy charged by the LCBO for all alcohol served at the dinner.

- REDBREAST 12 YR OLD Price: $ 41.60, LCBO 636845 | 750 mL bottle Irish Whiskey, 40.0%
- GREENORE 8 YEARS OLD SINGLE GRAIN IRISH WHISKEY, Price: $ 63.95, VINTAGES 27953 | 700 mL bottle 40.0%.

- GLENMORANGIE 15 YEARS OLD HIGHLAND SINGLE MALT, Price: $ 79.20; VINTAGES 1362 | 750 mL bottle 43.0%.
For fans of GLENMORANGIE.
You heard it here first - the Glenmorangie distillery is overhauling its entire range. All of the current bottlings will disappear, some forever (bye-bye Glenmorangie 10yo, 15yo, 30yo, 1977, Wood Finishes...sniff, sniff). Others will be replaced by new incarnations (more to come on that front soon – suffice to say, expect to see fancier bottles and packaging and higher prices). Enthusiasts and collectors may wish to stock up now as the distillery is clearing out their remaining stocks of Glenmorangie to make way for the new releases.

GLENMORANGIE 10 year old: Au revoir Glenmorangie 10 year old, bonjour Glenmorangie “Original” (bottled with no age indication but said to be at least 10 years old). £26.95 per bottle – last stocks.

GLENMORANGIE 15 year old: In any re-branding overhaul there are winners and losers – Glenmorangie 15 year old will disappear when the new leaner and slicker range is released. £35 per bottle – last stocks.

GLENMORANGIE 18 year old Glenmorangie 18 year old will stay part of the range, but expect it to almost double in price to at least £80 (nice box though). £45.95 per bottle – last stocks.

GLENMORANGIE Wood Finishes The current range of wood finishes (of which Glenmorangie was the pioneer) will be replaced by three new wood finish bottlings (Oloroso Sherry, Port and Sauternes) and will be priced at different levels (ie: more). £33.95 per bottle – last stocks.

GLENMORANGIE 1977 To quote Queen, "Another One Bites the Dust". Now is the time to secure your last bottle or two of Glenmorangie 1977 if you are a fan. News is that that the last batch will contain a personal "Farewell ‘77" letter from the distillery manager himself. £110 per bottle – last stocks.

GLENMORANGIE 30 year old The oldest standard release in the current Glenmorangie range will be undergoing a makeover–a few Botox injections and a judicious touch of lip gloss and you will have Glenmorangie 25 year old. £195/bottle–last stocks.

PRIZE DRAW FOR NEW BLACK BOWMORE

Morrison Bowmore have released their oldest ever expression of the now legendary Black Bowmore. Each of the 827 bottles have come from a single cask filled on the 5th of November 1964 and are individually hand numbered and come with a wooden presentation case.

Bowmore are offering a free prize draw to win one of these exclusive bottles. Participants can enter at www.bowmore.co.uk. The prize draw is part of the build up to a new Bowmore marketing campaign which launches later this year.

A Bowmore spokesperson said: “The Black Bowmore competition is just the first of many changes to the Bowmore website. I’m sure this competition will help raise the online communities' awareness of Bowmore as a premium Single Malt Whisky brand. This is new, exciting ground for us in many respects and we hope to run many more new and exclusive promotions in the near future.”                                           The Ileach

CHRISTIE'S WITHDRAW MACALLAN '1856'

In the wake of increasing concerns about the provenance of a number of bottles of rare whisky that have been and are being offered for sale around the world the auction house Christie’s in New York withdrew a bottle of “1856 Macallan” which was to be offered for sale in December. Christie’s had been alerted to the fact that there is there is “widespread concern about the authenticity of this bottle (one of several “1856 Macallans” that appear to be in circulation)” by the Scottish Brewers Archive based at Glasgow University who have also questioned the provenance of the world record-breaking “1851 Mutter” bottle of Bowmore which sold in September, at McTear’s Auction house in Glasgow for £29,400 to an anonymous buyer. Christie’s withdrew the 1856 Macallan “pending further investigation”.

LEGAL HANGOVER TO HIT FAKE WHISKY MAKERS
Protection sought for legitimate whisky distillers

At this time of year many of us have been raising a glass of 'the water of life', keen to join in the festive fun – but do we really know what we are sipping?  Sadly, in some parts of the world, it may not be the 'real McCoy' – the genuine article – at all – just a poor substitute. Although the days of someone far from Scotland being sold a fake bottle of Scotch – possibly in a tartan-clad bottle called Glen Highland Green or Red Scot – are numbered.

Much stronger controls are to be set up to protect Scotch whisky, and these laws should be in place in 2008. Such a legal move by the United Kingdom government could help support action against counterfeiting in the industry that has exports worth billions of pounds to the Scottish economy.

If applied in international trade agreements, the many houses of Scotch whiskies could be in the same category as Champagne, Parma ham, Rioja and Roquefort cheese with protection from European trade law. It would be illegal for foreign whiskies to be described – or pass themselves off – as 'highland' or 'lowland' or to appear Scottish.

The proposed rules will safeguard the global reputation of Scotch whisky and define five categories: blended, blended malt, blended grain, single malt and single grain. It would also protect its world-renowned premium brands, some of which are made in the Speyside and Campbelltown regions and the "whisky island" of Islay.

The new laws also set out five geographical areas: Highland, Lowland, Speyside, Campbelltown and Islay – with whiskies being allowed to be labeled as coming from these places only if they have been made entirely in the region. Whiskies will be banned from being labeled with the name of a distillery if they are not a product of that distillery. The export of whisky in wooden casks will be prohibited.

The Scotch Whisky Association (SWA) will be able to use the new UK laws in legal action against overseas fakers. Secretary of State for Scotland (Des Browne) said the laws are another example of the UK government working to protect one of Scotland's most important exports. Scotch whisky exports are worth over two billion pounds to the Scottish economy each year – the industry needs this proposed legislation to help maintain that figure and defend its high-value product from imitation if some overseas markets. 

Whisky exports have exceeded two billion pounds for each of the past 12 years. About 41,000 Scottish jobs depend on the production of Scotch whisky – accounting for almost two percent of all jobs in Scotland and generating more than 800 million pounds of income in Scotland annually.

From the Scottish Banner

WHISKY STUFF

Traditional whisky toasts based on the Gaelic:

Slainte meaning Cheers and pronounced slanje
Slainte mhath meaning Good health and pronounced slanje var to which the traditional response is -

Slainte mhor meaning Good health (as a reply) and pronounced slanje vor.
Gaelic Distillery Names

Glenmorangie (glen of tranquility) (It should be noted that “Glen” is a Scots word for a valley) 

KSMS Financial Statement

(Money raised by February attendees)     = $1930.00

February dinner 42 persons = $38.50/ea  = $1617.00

Special Occasion Permit @ LCBO           =     $75.00

(Money remaining for buying Single Malt) =  $238.00

Cost of Single Malts February:                  =  $421.50

KSMS Monthly operational balance   = -  ($183.50)

With our current monthly expenses it is clear that we need to raise additional funds to offset the increases in costs of both the meals and single malt. It will be necessary to increase the dinner cost by $5, effective April 2008 and the cost of renewing memberships in the Fall. I would like to remind all members that the $5 fee per person increase we experienced this past fall was to pay the newly applied administration fee the Vimy Officer's Mess applied to all functions. We are also working on other ideas for the club, such as raffles, and sponsorships. Michael Hartzman has graciously agreed to be our first sponsor. We would like to encourage all members and their businesses/organizations to participate, and would also welcome any suggestions that members have to raise additional funds.
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HIGHLAND PARK 25 YEAR OLD SINGLE MALT SCOTCH WHISKY

VINTAGES 500249 | 750 mL bottle Price: $ 252.95
Spirits, Whisky, Scotch Whisky 48.0% Alcohol/Vol.

Starting at the March 17, 2008 dinner members can purchase tickets to win this bottle. Tickets will be on sale at each dinner until the June BBQ when the bottle will be raffled off. The winner must successfully answer the skills testing question: What country does single malt come from?
Reservation and cancellation policy
Our contract with the Officer's Mess Kitchen requires that we provide them seven (7) business days notice for them to guarantee accommodation for our requested numbers. 

               Remaining
Kingston Single Malt Society      RSVP on or before

    Dinner Dates 2007/2008 
            April 21, 2008                      April 13, 2008

            May 26, 2008                        May 18, 2008

            June 23, 2008                       June 15, 2008
Please note that the June 23, 2008 (BBQ)

may need to be rescheduled to either June 16th or 30th

Each month an invitation will be sent out to all members of the Society on the first day of the respective month in which the dinner will be held. To accommodate the Kitchen's needs and meet our contractual obligation with them, members are requested to respond to the emailed invitation two Fridays prior to the respective dinner to guarantee a seat at the dinner. After that all requests will be placed on a waitlist. For these individuals the process will be as follows, using April's dinner date as an example:

- Dinner invitations will be sent out Tuesday March 25, 2008. Please respond to me. I will then acknowledge your request for a seat. Please understand that if you do not hear from me there is no guarantee that a seat will be held for you at the respective dinner. In such circumstances (e.g., computer glitches) please e-mail me again or call (613-634-0397).

- Accommodation at the dinner will be guaranteed for a member who responds by Sunday April 13th, 2008 midnight. Anyone who asks to cancel their reservation between Sunday April 13th, 2008 midnight and Monday April 21st, 2008 will be expected to pay for the dinner and scotch. If a wait-listed member can replace the cancellation, then the member will not be asked to pay for their cancellation.

- If a member asks to be included in the dinner between Monday April 14th, 2008 and Monday April 21st, 2008, your name will be accommodated on a first-come first-serve basis.

- Anyone who fails to attend the April 21st, 2008 dinner without having cancelled and been successfully replaced will be expected to pay for the dinner and scotch.

Membership Fees:              $25.00

Standard Dinner Fee:        $50.00   $55.00 (non-member)

Robbie Burns Dinner Fee: $50.00   $55.00 (non-member)

June BBQ Dinner Fee:       $50.00   $55.00 (non-member)

If you have any questions or comments please free to contact me.

Thank you for your understanding,

Roberto








