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Colchester Land Trust Heading for Accreditation

The Colchester Land Trust is rapidly moving toward national recognition. In the summer of 2013, the CLT
was selected as one a few land trusts in the country to be reviewed by the accreditation committee of the
Land Trust Alliance, a national governing body that assures all accredited trusts operate under the best
operating procedures.
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These procedures called Standards and Practices
with issues like fund raising, conflicts of interest, contracts, easements, landowner relationships, commu-
nity benefits and a wide range of issues. S&P becomes the guidance for everything a trust may encounter
in its operation, dealing with donors, landowners and the public and maintaining its non profit status.

The CLT has received a grant to cover part of the cost of a consultant to guide the trust through the pro-
cess. Three complete binders must be prepared in advance with every policy and agreement included that
CLT has created since it started in 2002. The consultant, Connie Manes of Kent, CT, feels CLT has done a
good job keeping proper records, enacting sound practices and should be a good candidate for accreditation.
The fact that CLT is a relatively young land trust and holds a relatively few parcels and easements makes
the process manageable. Most everything was done right from the start. Still, a lot of work remains in the
coming months .

For more info: www.colchesterlandtrust.org L. Hageman
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Open Space
Mapping

An important
part of water-
shed manage-
ment is know-
ing where pre-
served parcels
are located,
especially in
relation to
stream corri-
dors and other
sensitive re-
sources. Pre-
served lands
are the single
most effective
tool in main-
taining high
water quality
and protecting
critical habi-
tats. This map
depicts protect-
ed lands in the
Salmon River
Watershed.
The darker
green areas are
lands with de-
velopment re-
strictions in
place while the
lighter shaded
green areas
show land
which is man-
aged as open
space but with-
out permanent
restrictions.

Many thanks to
the watershed
towns for
providing open
space infor-
mation and to
SRWP Member
E. Wilson for
contributing

her GIS skills.




