Hon. Stephanie Tubbs-Jones, WGE
The late Hon. Stephanie Tubbs-Jones, WGE was a native Clevelander. She
attended Cleveland Public Schools and was a Major Work Program graduate.
Congresswoman Tubbs Jones received both her Bachelor of Arts Degree in Social Work
and her Juris Doctorate Degree from Case Western Reserve University. She received
honorary doctorates from David N. Meyers University, Notre Dame College, Central
State University and Cleveland State University.
Her entire career was spent in public service. She was an Assistant County
Prosecutor, a Trial Lawyer at the Equal Employment Opportunity Commission, and was
elected Judge for the Cleveland Municipal Court. Rep. Tubbs-Jones was the first African
American woman to sit on the Common Pleas Court of the State of Ohio. She was the
first African American woman to become the Cuyahoga County Prosecutor, and the first
African-American woman to represent Ohio in the United States Congress. She served
five terms in Congress where she continued breaking ground. Among her many
accomplishments, she was also the Whip for Congresswoman Nancy Pelosi’s Leadership
Campaign, Co-Chair of the Democratic National Committee and the first African
American woman to serve on the Ways & Means Committee Rep. Tubbs-Jones was the
Chairwoman for the Committee of Standards of Official Conduct (Ethics).

Cynthia Byer, WGE
Cynthia “Sis” Byer was born on July 17, 1918, she was the second of
two children born to Evangeline Hinkson in Barbados. Cynthia
attended the St. Jude’s grammar school and later studied
dressmaking with noted dressmaker, Mrs. King of Mt. Hill, St.
George.
Cynthia was a tireless warrior for over fifty years in her pursuit of
advancement and justice for all. Beginning in her little "rural"
community in Barbados and then to the United States upon her
migration in 1950. She always championed the cause of those in need
and never ignored her commitment to her religion, being a Sunday
School Teacher and Choir Member, both at the St.Jude's Church in
Barbados and at the St. Georges Episcopal Church in New York, for
many years.
Cynthia was a fearless and fearsome warrior who traveled around
this country in the quest for human rights and dignity for her people.
In Memphis she marched with Dr Martin Luther King Jr. for the
rights of the Sanitation workers in that city. At the famous march on
Washington, or the march for the rights of minorities to be hired as
Artisans during the building of Downstate University Hospital here
in Brooklyn, she appealed vigorously. Her demonstrations at the
United Nations, demanded the end of apartheid in South Africa. All
being done while she was a member and instrument of her beloved
Union, DC37. Cynthia proudly served her Union in many capacities
over forty years. Finally reaching the position of Chapter
Chairperson of Local 420 at the Kings County Hospital from which
she retired several years ago.
Many richly deserved accolades were awarded to her which she
greatly treasured and appreciated. However, nothing warmed her
heart more than the joy and contentment she exhibited when she
would recall some of the many successes which had resulted from
her extraordinary leadership and efforts. Cynthia lived a long,
productive, rich and fertile life. She has left a magnificent legacy for
the generation that follows. Let us all follow her lead, be the keepers
of our brothers, and always speak out against injustice!

